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DECLASSIFIED ~ meen
From: ‘Commandlng Officer -~ ' o . : |
To: Chief of Naval Operations o %%fz // A; :
Via: (l) Commander Carrier Division ONE
‘ (2) Commander SZVINTH Fleet ‘ ' g
(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East
éh; Commander Air Forces, Pacific Fleet .
Cormander in .Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet .
5 acific o A&EEBQ
Subj: Action keport for the pericd, 18 August 1051 to 21 oeptember
1951
ref: (a) OpNav Instruction 3480.4 BOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALSY'

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS -

Encl: (1) GVG 5 action- neport for the period 18 ADOD @ %@?ﬂ to- S
19 September 1951 : *

1. In accordance with reference (a), the action report for the’
period 18 August 1951 throurh 19 oeptember 1951 is hereby sub-
mitted:

PakT I Composition of Own Forces and l.ission:

1. During the period of this report, Task Force 77 was com-
posed of the following units: USs ESSEXL (CV9) COhCnRDIV ONE,
rabii J. PBrY, UoN embarked: USo 30N HOIME nICH:hD {Ccv3i): USS
BOXER (CV21): COMCARDIV THrZZ, RADM W, (. TOMLIoON, USN em-
barked: US3 K&W JEZRsEY (BT 62) COMSEVENTHFLT, VADIS H. 1. MaRTIN,
UsN, embarked; Uoo HZLANA(Ca75); COLCRUDIV LHRod, rAUM, R. E. '
LIBBY, UoN, embarked Uos TOLZDO (CA133) Uss LOS ANGALES (CAl35)
-and- unlts of Jestroyer-Divisions 12, 51,-131,.132,.151, 171, and
ascort Destroyer Division ll and 21 Olu was CO.anDIV ONb.

R 2. During the subject perlod the Uob Eo53a (CVO) operdted off
the east coast of Lorea in accordance with CTF 77 Operation Order -
No. 22~ 51, plus supolementql plgns and orders 1ssued durlng the
perlod - - : :

‘ The mission of TF 77 was, prlmrrlly, to support the Unlted
Nations ground forces in Korea, which was advan01ng north of the.
38th parallel, The support missions included close support; deep

~_ support, armed and photo reconnaissance, - interdiction of enemy
supply llnes, end strlkes as dlnst enemy 1nstullatlons.

_“:PART 11 ChBOkOLOGY B S SR »tf

(Partlculdrs regardlnr loss of alrcraft are covered 1n o
CaG 5 report.) ,
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PART it CHAONOLOFY

18 August~

21 August

22 aAugust

23 ifugust

.24 august

25 August

26 August

2% Auguet

28 Auvgust

29 Lugust

~ power on take-off (Pilot &

) DEQLASSIHED S

0600K - Underway from Yokosuka Japan for combat operat—

Cing area in accordance W1th COMC&iDIV ON: dispatch 1711547

Aughst.

During the period 18 to 21 hugust, 1951 the Shlp was ma-—
neuvered to avoid typhoon "MIARGE", Heavy swells resulted
in slight damage to thé ship, See PinT IV,

it OO1LK, the ship experienced a roll of 25°, During the
afternoon the Air group conducted familiarization flights.
2052K, USS ANDERASON (DD786) joined the ship as escort.

Joined TF 77. Ships present included; USS Niii JERSIY (13%2)
USS BOXER (CV21), USS BON HOM{: #ICH/RD (CV3l) and various
destroyer divisons, Commenced corbat air operations, No ser—
ious difficulties were encountcred at this time or subsequen'-
ly in meeting the operational commitmznts., This is attributed
to the training afforded in the Hawaiian area with the Air

Group embarked. OTC and CTF 77 was COsC DIV ONE, (RADM J,
PERRY) in USS ESSEX,(eV9). N

Conducted air operations, .ifternoon portion of flight sche-
dule cencelled due to weather, 0830K - Lost first aircraft
and pilot, (Pilot LTJG FRANTZ) in F4U BuNo. 62920. Filot
became separated from Flight Leader over enemy territory -

“in vicinity of Wonsan Harbor in instrument weather and was

not seen or heard fron thereafter,

Conducted air operations. O80LK, 1 AD-4 Bu.No. 123987 lost
ENS STAICKLAND) made water land-
ing ahead of ship. Pilot rescued by helicopter,

Conducted air dperations;

Conducted air dperatione. On pre-dawn launch, about 5
minutes after take-off, an AD-IN Bu.No. 124051 was ob-
served to burst into flame- in the air and crash,~ TFilot

~and one crewman (Pilot LTJG SKITH, and BLiCH, P., ATAN)

were not recovered
Replen*shed

Due to weather in target area and local weather condltlons,
launched only ASP fllght.

Conducted air operatlons,

v2‘
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30 august . .Conducted air operdtlons. 22h5h FAJ ShL 3u N6, 124558
: - (Pilot LTJG ENOx) flew into water while on down wind =
leg of his landlng pattern after completing a night
heckler m1351on.ﬁ Filot rescued by screen destroyer.

31 august Conducted alr operatlons.A

1 September Task Force replenlshed and conducted AA flrlng practlcst

2 September Conducted air operatlons. Lost 1 FLU-4B Bu No. 97530, -
r Pilot ENS BaT#iaN was forced to bail out sfter plane
cau;bt fire enroute to target area., Filot was recover-
ed by helicopter attached to shore bombardment unit in
Jonsan Harbor. ¥FR2H's taken off all flic¢hts except
CaP due to suspected catapult hook cracks..

3 beptember Conducted air operations, Lost 1 4D Bu No. 123967

' and pilot (Filot LT SISTRUNL) due to enemy action,
Filot was seen to crash approximately 15 miles inside
Dnemy territory. Lost 1 FCF Su Ko. 125122 (Pilot
2l SKISTHUKG). Control locked, due to enemy ad, RS
FPilot was able to regein control of aircraft. Bailed o
out over friendly alrfleld =3+ Flane crashed and :
burned.

L, September Conducted air operations. Lost 2 FOF's Bu No. 125102
and 127135 and pilots (Pilots LTJG BRAMWELL and LTJG
AOHFORD). Both aircraft crashed and burned in the
vicinity of Iilazngsan. . .

5 September Task Force replenished and conducted aa firing.
6 beptember Conducted air operations.

7 veptember Conducted air operations. 0730-0830K conducted A4
 firing practice. 1 4D Bu No. 123960 was hit by enemy
a4 fire and was ditched off Yonsan Harbor. Filot =

CDK GRaY-was rescued by shore bombardment destroyer.

8 September Conducted air operations. Lost 1 FaU-4B 3u, No,

62974 due to enemy action; pilot LTJG ~CEKING was-
rescued by shore bombardment destroyer after flying
his damared plane from over enemy territory to the
vicinity of .onsan ZHarbor. Lost 1 4D Bu No. 123949
and pilot, LTJG PARSE due to enemy action. He was
observed maklng a bombing run when his plane burst into
flames, crashed and exploded in enemy territory, CU-

. 6489, "F2H's reassigned to all fllghts with no ex-
ternal ordnance howevor1

9 September Task Force replenished.
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‘ld’éepfember

i Sepﬁember

12 September
13 September

14 September

‘, c " n—— <

~¢ond;;¢¢e‘;al'r*m;.;;;;;f’ | DECLASS!jFIED

" Conducted air operatlons. On landlng, 1ost l t“2H BuNo 124983

(Pilot LTJG TRIADWILL) on taxiing from arrestlng gear, lost alll
braking power, plane rolled over side, Pllot rescued by he11c0p-
ter, - ,

Conducted air operatlons. o .
Task Force replenlshed At 15001 lzunched recco, strlke fllghts.

Conducted air operations. At 18301 lost 1 ADW BulNo, 124762, Land-

ing hook caught catapult bridle on take-off and bridle wrapvned
around vertical horizontal stabilizer. , Excessive vibration set i@
and pilot was forced to ditch inside the screen., Pilot LT Q!BRIEN"

~ and crewmen were rescued by- helicopter and destroyer.

15 September

16 September

Air operationswere limited due to weather over the target area.
Neather recco, CAP and ASP only flights launched, . A

conducted air operations. At 18231 F2H BuNo, 124968 (Pilot LTJG .

KELLIR) with air brakes extended made an approach for a deferred

17 September

18 September

19 September

20 September

~emergency landing having been in a mid-air collision prior to re-
. turn to the ship. Wheels touched deck but aircraft immediately be-

came airborne, cleared all three barriers, landéd forward on flight
deck, and crashed into aircraft parked forward (starboard) on _
fllght deck. Total loss. of aircraft: 2 FRH BuNos. 234978, 124966, -
and 2 FOF BuNos 235131 and 125128, destroyed by fire, Personnel
casualties included 3 known dead, 4 missing and 16 injured, Damages
to the ship are listed in PART IV, However, damages did not prevent
continued air operations, but all starboard catapult launches were -
discontinued until 1nspectlon.and testing of the starboard catapult
revealed no demage.

Conducted air operations.

Conducted air operations in the forenoon. At 11151 301ned replen->
1shment forces to “eplenlsh.

Conducted air operations. At 06061 1 AD BulNo 123991 (Pilot 1T
BRY4NT) lost power on take~off, aircraft made water landing ahead. .
of ship and sank. Pilot recovered by #3SzZX helicopter. At 17121

- 438X left formation in company with US3 HZLENA, CORTDESDIV 21

less USS ‘%LLod to proceed to Yokosuka, Japan for limited avail- -

“ability 1n accordance W1th CQM7THFLT dlspatch 1300082 September.

Enroute to ‘okosuka Conducted AA flrlng prectlce with towed
sleeves, |
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v iwesmes . 7% DECLASSIFIED
21‘Séptember Enroute to kaosuka. Conducted AA firing practlce. Arrlved Yoknsuda
' = moored port 51de to Pledmont Yler - l7h21 o ;; _  r_e,,kuﬁ

FART III ORDNANCE'f

l.' Expendlture of Air Ordnance. o
See enclosure (l) ~

2. ZHxpenditure of Shlp's Ordnance for tralnlng‘

20 MM 11,968 rds
3450 Cal 1,478 rds
5"38 Cal 385 rds

3. Comment on Performance of Ordnance lMaterial and iquipment.

a. 3 percent of the bomb vanes for 1,000 pound bombs werse recelved with bad
spot~welds. The venes fell apart when tested for tightness, This is con31dered
dangerous in that tail fuzes could be armed in the air,

b, Severzl bombs of all types werc received with frozen nose and tail plugs,
making it impossible to fuze them,

cs Mark 6 and Mork 8 parachute flares are received in double suspen31on. Sin-
gle suspension must be jury-rigged. The suspension band received with these flares
cannot be locked on the wing racks. Experienced two cases where aircraft dropped
flares on the flight deck, one on an arrested landing, and one during a catapult
-launch, ‘ : ‘

d. Napalm powder received in lot #NY 51175 and NY 5884, manufactured by the
Ferro Enamel Company, was in a lumpy condition, apparently due to moisture pene- .
tration. The color had turned a bright yellow. powder in this condition made a
poor mixture and in most cases had to be jettisioned. : _”*leﬂwh

e, Hark 77 fire bombs are considered impractical for carrier use,’ espe01ally .
' when the reload time is short. These bombs require at least three men to assemble ,'f
i and considerable time to fuze. During the assembly, the sllghtest dent or serépe ‘
i on the connecting surfaces causes leaks, Japanese tanks or Mark 12 belly tanks
" can be hung in 10 seconds, and filled in 7 to 10 mlnutes under normal operating
conditions, and are inexpensive. ‘

f. Bomb skids should come eqpipped with spare hold~down straps and chains.
g. Ships should have a bomb dlsposal officer and bomb ‘disposal team on board“

“There have been several cases of fuzed bombs having fallen off aircraft on- arrest—x
ed landings. At present, there arec no bomb disposal pcrsonnel a351gned. IR R

he & number of 250 pound G.P, bombs heve been recelved w1th suspen31on lugs
" that are unsuited for use with the Mark 55 bomb rack installed in the F4U-5NL,
AD-2, and AD-N aircraft. The top angle of the suspension lug support’ ‘bracket was.
too great to allow the bracket to be received and held bJ the recessed suspension
hook of the Mark 55 rack. ‘
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' PART IV BATTLZ D‘MGE. .

 1 Shlp. - DECLASS”_‘IED

| a. Nb battle damage was sustalned by the Shlp‘  5

b‘ hnroute to combat operetlng area durlng period 18-21 August, Shlp encouna
tered heavy weather and suffered following damages in the forecastle area. ‘

(1) Seven 3"/50'ready’service lockers were broken loose when sides of logk-
ers separated from the locker bottom, Cne of these lockers was washed overboard,

N,

(2) Twenty-two battle helmets were washed overboard.

(3) One protective clothing locker, type A, complete with contents was.
washed overboard. '

(4) One 0,B.A. locker (H-O. B.A. CapQCIty) was washed overboard, This lock-
er had been emptied and the contents turned over to the repair locker. !

i Y

(5) One~inch steam line (steam heat for secondary comn) was smashed.

(6) Zmpty case stowzge bin located under mounts 32 (port side of bow) was
caved in, one support member broken and ancther badly bent, The capacity of thlS
bin has been decreased approximately 20%. :

I

(7) Empty case stowage bin under mount 31 (starboard side) is caved in
sllghtly, decreasing the stowage capacity approx1mately 2%.

[OOSR S

3

(8) Two ring-type buoys washed overboard and one of the stowage brackets s iﬁj
bent and is not usable, . |

R it PPN LN

(9) The catwalk forward of secondary conn wes caved in.

(10) Gasoline line and support braekets were bent out of line (port eide);

(ll) The forward 1K 63 dlrector (no.31) was slightly dameged and has been )

_ repalred by the Shlp's force,

(12) The two forward 3" mounts were only damaged to the extent that all =
inspection plates and all junction boxes were filled with salt water'and had-to ;*1
be dried out. Onc inspection plate on mount 31 (train stop buffer) was slightly
bent, All dlscrepanc1es on the mounts have been corrected by the shlp‘s force. e

(13) The MK 25 lod 1 antenna mounting and the associated parts of the MK
34 Mod 6 radar which is part of the MK 63 Mod 11 gun fire control system was
severely damaged and required repLacenent




- S

stfalghtoned by the shlp's force. o

(14) The ladder 1le adlng to dlrector 31 was sllahtly bent und has been o

(15) Two llfe rafts, rectangular, balsam wood twenty&flve person cepac—

ity, with all a55001eted equipment were carried away from storage at fr*me L2,
port side. . . '

(16) 4 spllt seam in the underwater hull in Compartment n—éOl—AV (chein

locker) about two feet below water line,

Ce

As a result of the crash on deck 16 September the Sth suffered the bc]ow

-listed damages.

. d.
Ca

PiRT V

(1) Approximately 500 linear feet flight deck planking burned.
(2) 1500 sq. feet of deck plenking charred,

(3) 8 stanchions on forwnrd starboard catwolk destroyed.

(&) 2& sq feet of catwalk damaged.

(5) 1 inclined ladder damaged,

(6) 155 feet (vorious size) of electrical ccble demaged.

(7) 2 light fittings Qestroyed,

{8) 3 pr sound-powered phones destroyed.

(9) 2 junction boxes destroyed.

(10) 6 stuffing tubes destroyed.

(11) 150 ft. 1 and 1/4" gas hose destroyed. - - B R e
(12) 1 querter-inch gas nozel destroyed. | -
(13) 2 ship's twin 20M{ gun mounts with MK ZO‘Sigﬁts destroyed.

Damage inflicted on the enemy.
See enclosure (1).

Damnge inflicted on ESSEX aireraft. —A_’ SR R '?f o
See enclosure (1). ' L

PERSONN.L PRIFORN UCH AND;CASUALTIﬂS:

l. Performance,

A,

Performance of duty and moralu has been excellent.
. / :

| — v . : »
. '
M
i
i




QEGLASSIFIED

a, There were no ocrsonnel ca sualtles suffered by Shlp s company personnel >
as a result of enemy actlon. ' :

2. Casualties.

b. The plane crash and resultant fire which occured on the flight deck on
16 September caused the fol]ow1ng casualties among ship's company: '

Two enlisted missing and presumed dead.
Seven enlistud injured,

¢, Total personnel casualties (453*V and Air Group 5)

Dead Wounded Missing : Injured Total
Officers ) 2 1 3 12
finlisted 3 0 L 13 20
Total 9 2 5 16 32 ’

Of the above casualties, the following odcurcd on 16 September when an
F2H plane bounced over all barfriers and crashed inmto parked pleanss on thu forwerd
end of the flight deck:

Dead Wounded Migsing Injured Total
Officers 1 -0 0 3 L
Enlisted L2 0 L 13 19
Total . 3 .0 . - 16 ' 23

Of the sixteen injurics, fourtecn were burn céases and three were frac-
~tures, one case having a fracture of the femur as well as extensive second de---- -
gree burns. This case and one other burn case were clessified as critical. Eight
cases were serious and two of the remaining six cases requlred hOSplt&llZutlon.;
A1l cases were treated on board until 21 Septembar, when the critical and seriour
cases were trﬂnsferred to the Naval Hospitael, Yohosukg, Jcpan. A2} cases surviver
this —eriod. '

PART VI COLILINTS:
i; Engineering,

a, The Zngineering Depertment exnerlenced no cesualtles duﬂlng thls opera—‘:~‘
tional period. A

b, Steaming data. v : i . I

(1) Miles Stcamed 16 August (12001) 19 September - 12,643
(2) iverage speed - . : 15.8 kt/hr
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“(3) Fuel oil received from tenkers (gallons) 1,871,308
(4) Fuel oil delivered to destroyers (gallons) L57 726
(5) Fuel oil consumed by BSSX (gallons) : 1,830,806
Ce Recommendwtlons. f S
None,

2. Supply.
a. Javiation Supply.

(1) The current section B allowance lists are most useful as guides for
quantities to be carried and a base of augmentation of items required under war-
time conditions. Heavy operating schedulos and damage to aircraft surfaces from:
anti-aircraft and small arms fire have nccessitated constant revision of high and
low limits on the following groups of items:

(a) 411 aircraft surfaces.

(b) Aircraft paints, wexes and kydrolube.

(c) Nose whecl, main wheel, and mein wheel struts.
(d) iccessorics, pumps and reservoir assemblies,
(e) Firing assemblies.

(f) Mark 55 bomb racks.

In addition to the above, there are a mumber of fleet-controlled
items which require 4.0.B, priority "a" procurement,

Y. (2) The avietion Storcs Ship, USS JUFIT.R, has been able to supply about

71 percent of the 1teﬂs requested, excluding F2H-2 parts which are requisitioned
directly from 430, Ozkland. The logistic support offered by the JUPITIR is con~
751dered to be excellent however, the .VS mizht be able to provide more complete

replenishments by stocking selected parts not listed in the Section "3" Allowance

S

List, since most 40G's oboard the ESSZX originate from a lack of parts not stock-

ed nor intended to he stocked aboard a carrier,

(3) 4 list of high usage and short supply items thO“oughly coordinated
would be of value, However, operating experience with C.iG 19 znd CiG 5 and the .
receipt of marked-up allcwmncc lists from othur carricers indicates considerable

veriation in requirements. A screening prOCuSS would be buncflCIQl if the com~: £
p051tu werc promulgated. _ : - , ~

BAR

e




T U omussee

(1) No maJor replenlshment of GSK stores have been. made or reqplred THe '

only requisitions of any largu quantltles were submltted to’ tnc uss. CASTHR while _ iE;1_

in Yokosuka, upon first arriving in the Fer dast. npprox1mately elghtyhflve per-
cent of tﬂu items requested from the CASTOR were furnished. None of th¢ remain-
ing fifteen percent of items not- furnlshed were in the Crlthul cutegory.i

(2) While'at sea, a few critical items of the BuShips and Electronics
spares have buen obtained from other ships or received from the carrier on deck
delivery plane (COD) after requisitioning from ComServDiv 31, The #SSEX-has been -
able to reciprocate in furnishing like items to the other ships in the Task Forces
This exchange between ships is most helpful and advantagecus.

c. Ship's Store.

(1) Ship's Stores sales have averaged $20,000 a month for the period re-
ported on, The inventory limitation of 125,000 requires greater velocity of turn—
over in the bulk stores and requires careful selection of stocks ns well as ex~ -
acting planning for replenishment of 211 items carricd,

(2) The laundry is now operating on a 24-hour basis, 5 days a week, This
work tl hus been reduced from a seven day round-the-clock work weck and has re-
sulted in 2 fresh woter saving of approximately 35,000 gzllons a weck.

(3) Hours of operation of the Ship's Stores are from 0900 until 2030,

" (4) A system of cigarette rationing has bezn in effect since commission-
ing date, Each men and officer is recuired to have a cigarctte ration card which
is issued by the Ship's Administration Office prior to meking purchases of Tax
Frec cigarcttes. These ration cards entitle ench holder to purchaseone carton of
c1garettes per weck

d. Commlssary

(1) No difficulty has been experienced in the Commissary Group. The 10g¢
istic support in this area has been excellent. However, it is suggested that a
list of available Iresh fruits, vegetables, and new and uncommon- items be fur-

nished the operating forces as a basis for the submission of requisitions.

~ (2) Night rations are being furnished men actually engeged in night work.
At present this involves only about 50 men. The ration consists of two mmat sand-
wiches, one picce of fruit and a pastry ration. The ration is drcwn bj a ‘member
of the working group ard is taken to the men at their stations., - Coffec 'is fur-
nished by the individual d1v151ona1 coffee messes, Rolls, jems and coffes are
served to one-half hour before fllaht quartars vhen carly morning fllghts are
scheduled, Cookies, cuke, or toast and jam znd coffee are served to the fllght
deck crew for 15 minutes after. fllght quarters on the evenings of late strikes.
It is further planned to have hot soup available at the battle feodnqg st.a ations
for all flight deck perQOﬂnul :




A Aqr Intelllgence. TR,

iy R DEC\.ASS D

~ed. Working space is adequute but storage spage 1ngdeqpa ¢, Communicctions con-— -

€a Phy51cul equipment,

The Intélligence Office on the ESSEX 1s well equlpped and 31r~cond1tlone_f

sist of one ship's phone, one 2JG sound-powered phone and two intercon units;
very adequate, One important cnange recommepnded is thot sliding plywood floor
to overhead chart boards repluce the expensive cork panel on the after bulkhead.

i high degree of 1ntvlllgence data is elassified svcret. Thls necessi-
tates making most of the file cabinebs secret. Recommend the largs size safe be
eliminated and two morc file cabineta substituted, : '

Each ready room should have & small built-in partition and desk in the
rear for debriefing and for the general use of the squadron AIO. This is neces-
sary even to the extent of removing some rear rcady room scats.

Office and heady Room Three so 2s to znabls the teletypewriter to be seen by th
AIO. .

On E53:2X type carriers a window ghould de cut between the Intelligence;

Rl

A space near the 4ir Intelligence Offiec should be designated for Fhoto
Interpretation, Print Shop No.2 is now being used for this purpose. 1 file cab- \
inet in the sir Intelligence Office can be set aside as photo files, 4 separate |
space should be provided for annotation. Part of the ghnnery trzining room is

not being used for annctotion of prints,

b. Personnel,

Prior to arriving at the com»at area the Intelligence Officer should be .
assigned two assistents. The Photd Intcrpre%vr should be one of these if his
work doecs not require full-time photo interpreter work, It is not necess: ry for
the assistants to hrve attended gn.;ntulllgencc school,

hen in combat, a 2h-hour watch is nécessary in the Intellizence Office,
This necessitates a minimum of three ship's eniistcd persomnel, all of whom mnust

- be able to typewrite,

¢. Maps, Charts and Grids.

- -
SRASIRU —

ComhirPac and CINCPAC did an axcellvnt JOb in suoplylnv mops and charts.

'Thevgob of storage should be simplified if the operating arca could be predeter- ™

mined at ComiirPac and eliminate those mﬁps 2nd ch‘rts for whlch obv1sously thcre

'w1ll be no demand,

~ds Briefings Prior to Entering Combat,

~ The best method of obtaining combat information of intelligence opera—
“tion in ths area is to ban‘oﬁe”br'tﬁo AI0 go to the forward area on TAD orders.
_ Such officers crn either be Air Group or ship: AIO‘S. The ESSEX did this end -
raoh valuable information obtained,: - , o
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It is suggested thut Intelllgence Offlcers heve frec access to shore bcscd :
 intelligence activities, 'This policy was followed by the ESSEX in its pre—deployh»,_'=f?
. nment period and from the: results obtalned the time was well spent, It was* found i

" that by following the first alternatlvb of Tesk Force 77 Air Intelllgence Hand- b
book "Suggestions for Responsibilities of Ship and aiir Group ATIO", mlsunderst&non h é

- 1ngs were largely eliminated, Basically it involves separation of respon31b111tle°"
v rether then grouping a1l intelligence under one responsibility.

f. Target Dossier.

It was found thrt the usage of thls meterizl did not justify the time in- 7/
volved in keeping it up. It is suggested th:t disiribution of such should be re- ¢
stricted to staff level. S

g« HRecognition,

The materinl avialsble is adequate but the responsibility of instructing
the approprizte shin'!s personncl should be *hat of the training officer. The air
Intelligence Officer should be responsible Tor oniy getiing the meterial aboard.

L, + Navigation, ‘

astronomical observations were taken regularly with occasional overcast sky
conditions obscuring thc horizon and celestial bodics. Hdadar navigational infor-

mation has been excellent., Loran nav1vgtlon has been uSleb only durlng the cve-
rdng and morning sightings.

5. Cormunications, , ’ : .g:jf,
GANER.L ' , : ‘ S T

- Reporting on station in the operating arca, ESSIX immediately relieved as task
forcc flegship., The resultant increases in circuit guard responsibilities, in - .
volume of radio and visual traffic, and in over-all demands placed upon both per- .
sonnel and equipment called for o rapid and effective adaptation to the expan— b
sion of communic~tion activities., Heving obtained valuablc information from re-
ports distributed prior to arrival in the combat zone and receiving excellenti-+
~assistance and worth-while suggestions from expericnced staff =nd ship commuin-
icators.of carriers (on the linec and being relieved), the ship was preparcd in

Yy no small degrce for what might be expected of communicétions in the operating

- area. In general, those-problems which were most dif ficult to solve were concern—
ed with the preparation,routing and handling of 1 Messages. Shlp—to—shlp, shlp—uo~‘
shore, and ship-to-aircraft co-munﬁcatlons were hlghly satisfactory: durlng this
period, Conditions which have tended to qualify this cvaluation are con31dered »
below, 274 conversion, as it appllLS to coimunications; has put ESSEX commnica-
tions in a very favorable p051tlon to perform operational commitmentss it the
saic time, it cannot be too strongly emphazied that an operational maintenance.
‘program is zbsolutely eSSbntlal to optlmum communic-tions, The matter deserves '
the grectest consideration due to the almost continuous operation, especiclly in

respect to MHF/HF 1"nsn1tt1ng @qulpmenf Recommandations for improvement of
..Iliillllllll' 12 : R s
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The frequency allocation for communlcatlons with Joint Opefations Control

Xorea; leaves much to be desired,. Under the present allocation, one CW frequenCJ Vf:
(D188) is available; Since this frequency is in the lower range of the HF band, |

it is not well-adapted to night (dusk-to-dawn) mission,. Employment of the high SO f
Irequency ‘how used For voice communicctlons W1th JOC would be “ideal for “this pur- ;\‘
 pose, : '

VOICE CIRUITS

Recommendations have been made to the Fifth Air Force by the previous task
force commander for a revision of the frequency.allocation for tne. circuit with

JOC, Korea, .t present. three voice frequencies are employed; only one (PI89) ds |

sgtlsfactory. The high frequency mentioned above is only reasonably satlsfactory.\*
In the VHF band, the' ?requency designafed CL.2C appears to be employed for a -

number of pur poses which has overloaded the circuit, The frequency is used as -

the screen common, secondary tactical, gunnery control, and administrative nets. |

It is recommended that the secondary. tactlca’ circuit, in Dwrtlcular, be assign-

ed a scperate frequency for that purpose alone. In the event of failure of the ;

primary tactical circuit for maintenance, the burden on C4.2C becomes too heavy

often creating confusion on an important circuit.

In Flag Flot it has been necessary to modify the pot-selector switches in B
order to make available in each of the speaker-amplifiers all circuits which c(iii‘:'
be remotely positioned in the five stations located in this space. : )

v

‘xDIOTELE”YPE CIACUITS

. During thls period of operations, a duplex RATT circuit was set up between ) N
~'the ship and Radio, Tokyo., Although thv clearance of the heavy velume of ship=— - - -2
shore and relay traffic has been erratic on this circuit, the value of the cir—-.
cuit can in no way bc underestimz ted., During the next in-port period it is hoped
that arrangements will be made for improving the utilization of this circuit,

RADIO JAMMING

Considerable interference has been experienced on all wave-bands during the-
thirty days! operations covered by this report, Incidents of suspected .enemy Jﬁm- .
ming hove been reported and forwarded to the staff for reley ‘to cognizant commands -
Interference on a local basis as a result of faulty equipment (1nclud1ng equip- é*;_
ment- operated on the flight deck and in other parts of the ship) has been thor- N
oughly investigated and corrective action taken, ; -

G 13
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*requpnt attentlon has had to be glven to the lorwcrd fter hhlp antenaasc?
A schedulu has been set up for the clegnlng and lubrlcutlng of thls equlpment.j

PERSONKEL

Officers: During this pefiod'the following officer requiréments‘haVe been
established; CWO's (3) ; Assistant CWO's (3); Cryptographers (6).

Enlisted: 4llocotion of personnel has been as follows: Hadio (55 RM!s and
Ti's —— including postal clerks); Main Communiceotions (25 T#ts L551gned dutics &s
clerks, write-up men and messengers); Signals (28).

Discussion: Only after a2 number of changes and frequent shifting of person-
nel has this distribution proved to “e the most efficrcious plan, augmentation of
the ship's force by three staff officers and twelve enlisted personnel has made -
this plan possible, Experience is proving the best tescher and it -is hoped that
by the time of the next action revort it will bc possible to present a definite
and detailed outline and pattern of personnel necds and the fulfillment of those: >
needs on a carrier-task force flzgship.

6. Aerology.
GENERAL

The period began with the operating area under the influencc of a southeaster-
ly circuletion caused by the typhoon M"MiRGE" which had become ncorly. stationary.
off the coast of Shanghai. On 22 dugust, "M.irGE" began to regenecrate as an extra-—
tropical cyclone and move north—eustward crogsing Korca on 23 August, cau51ng un-—
de51rable flylng conditions to prevail throughtout the day,

This bbcan the period of transition from the scutherly monsoon to the northév»
1y monsoon,- Numerous week cold front or trough passages occured but generally with
little effect on the weather other than wind direction and VblOClbyn ' ‘

Dnly on 27 lugust, when a low pressure system developed over the Teliow Sea
and-moved eastward across Korea, where flight operations curtailed by undersirable
flying weather,

Surface wind velocitics average over 10 knots on 13 of the 29 days in the A
operating area., Generally there was a notice ablr decrexse in velocity during the
afternoon and light and variable winds during the afternoon prevailed on 9 Qays.g .

COMMUNIC..TICNS.

o F;;CSIL*;ILE.

: Weather charts rcbelved via thc fuculrmls eqplpncnt installed in the<Apr~
OlOglCul Laboratory were unsa+1sfactouv for the fnllowlnv raasons:
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- RiDIO PHOTO UNIT #5 TOKYO DEGLASSlHED B
(A) Reception’ very good durlng dﬁyllght hours 90o rea d&ble; Vefy bad at night“J  T
15% rcadable. o L et

(B) Insufficient useful weather charts transmltted. Only one surfoce chart (1O;L‘ E”
hours old) and one 700 ¥B chart (13 hours old)

Alk FORCS T TOKYO (Frequvncy shift — shared with RATT. - not 51multaneous)

(1) Reception very good during daylight hours 905 readable; very bad at night
15% readable, Schedule irregular,

(B) Insufficient useful wecther sharts transmitted, No surface eharts.

AIR FORCY ..T TOKYO (904 frequency shift)

(4) Reception fair; only about 50% of charts rendable,

IR FORCE 4T TOKYQ (Sub-carrier frequency modulation - R.TT. and facsimile S
trensmitted sirultaneously) '

(A) Unable to copye.
COLL1aNTS

Number of weather cherts transmitted by rodio photo unit #5 wos increased on
17 September to include three surface chorts and two briefing charts. in oddition-
2l increase to four surface charts, two 850 MB charts tnd two 700 IB charts is de-
sired, :

b, RiDIO TALETYPE

- Reception of weether reports from 4.CS- lokyo by radio teletype in the lLer- -
ological Office was considered good during daylight hours (85%) and very bad at-
night ( 50%). During period of outages 4iCS Guam was copied with only fair results
CO. MENTS .

The most important reports, the Koreen, were lost duc to outege of the Tokyo
RaTT at the most important time, prior to first launch, Leter in the day Carrier .
Pilot Reports were ablc to fill this gap. During the early part of the period -

3182 kes (Tokyo) was able to be copicd with better than average results. Later in o
“the perlod no signal was heard on this fregquency. R

7. Admlnlstratlon:

The overall complement of the vesscl in some dppartmonts'is not udQQUute under
extended combat opersting conditions. It is believed that 2n 1ncrecse in ship's
company personncl to augment the following department-l oersonncl is required to-
effect 2 maxirum degree of elflclency during extended oneratlons under combat

- O
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41 men for handling crews,

26 men for gasoline detail,

-3 men for catapult,

85 men for ammunition replenlshment

22 men for ordnance and bomb break out.

8. Air Department.

During the period covered by this report, there were 1884 lendings made a—
board, The arresting gear operated normally in all respects 2nd only routine mein-
tcenance was required., 931 catapult shots were made, 373 on the sta rboq*d'mkchiné
and 558 on the port, Opcration of the catapults was soatisfactory during this per= -
icd, however, on threce occasions launches were held up for a period of minutes dpe
to a loss of electric power, It is believed thot this was due to an overloading of
the generators thot feed power to the catapult system, and has been corrected,
During normal operation when launching jet aircraft, planes were launched in sce-
tions, the second plane being catapulted approximotcly threc seconds after the
first. Launching in this menner will be increasingly importont during periods of
poor visibility, when it will be especially desirable for the sections to remain
joincd up. When launching night hecklers or .SP plan:s, only one catapult was used
since the other half of the flight deck forward could be utilized for parking
planes on the bow,

%

~

Gosoline and lube oil cexpenditures were as follows: Gasoline, 1,020,507 gal-
longs; 1120 lub oil, 8,234 gellons; 1010 lube oil, 3,809 gnllons. :

The handling of two types of jet alrcraft initielly nrescnted several prob-
lems which are in the process of being smoothcd out. The biggest problem with the
F2H aircraft is in the inability to fold or sprecd the wings with gos in the tip
tenks., This has required that the tip tanks not be gessed until the plenc is in

~a permanent parking spot, ready to be taxied out ond up to the catepult for.
‘launch., It has been found thot the most convenient spot for parking has been JLst

aft of the number two elevator on the port sice, with the tail angled outboard '
and the wings interlocked. In this manner, the wing tip trnks con be gassed, and /
all the planes scheduled for the launch marked with a minimum use of space. In
the case of a dud-.airceraft, there are only two things that czn be done if plancs
are to be deck launched after the jets ‘are off. If there is only one dud, it ocan
be parked forward of the island, if the nose is angled inboard ~nd the tail park-
cd over the sidé. This allows just enough room for the prop airernft to be deck ((
leunched. In the case of two duds, the second dud must be put on the number two , f"

- elevator und dronped to the hanger deck level where it rust be left until the

g
g

launch is completed. The tip tanks nust be degassed, in order to fold. w1ngs‘and
stow thc aircraft. v ' ’ E R

i toil tow bar has been developed by flight deck personnel, forureérwafdv£0w5‘
ing of the F2H by tractor. This has been accomplished by adding a cushioned sad-
dle to the universal tcw bar which supports the after fuselage of the aircraft

—— 8
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In view of the recent casualty suffered by thls vessel, whbn an F2H glrcraft

bounced and went over all barriers, it is strongly recoﬂmendcd that a hlgher ba r~ E“v

ricade be installed on the flight deck in order to prpvent any rep=t1tlon of this
type accident, :

9. rhotography.
a. aerial Film Dryers.

. During this first period of dperations, laboratory persénnel experienced
difficulty in drying aerial film fast enough to meet'operational requirements,

Two (2) aerial film dryers (SN E18-d~796 iiore i-5) were being used in the
chemical mixing room of the laboratory. The high moisture content in the air made
it almost impossible to dry the aerial film in cny reasonable length of time. The
two (2) zerial film dryers were relocated in one of the uptake spaces near the -
photographic leboratory. The uptake svace furnished the required dry heat to dry
the aerisl film when operating the dryers at maximum speed. (Maximum speed of thl‘
type dryer is five (5) feet per minute,)

I

b. Photo enlarging naper.

Prints boing produced on photographic roll paper SN #18-P-328-503 (for
use with Sonne printer, Rapid Resisto manufactured by Zastman Kodak and Company)
are being markcd with yellow-brown bloches, These bloches were first noticed dur—
ing the first weck of operations, The bloches at first were believed to be caused
from mishandling by photographic personnel, - One roll of paper, half of which was
bloched the other half frece of bloches, was found. It is now the opinion of the.
Fhotographic Officer that the bloches are the results of poor photographic paper.

An RUDH hos been submitted. ;i detailed report will be submitted on the
- operations. of the photocraphlc lcboratory 1n the npyt report of the next opera-
tional period. o S

P
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Dlstrlbutlon.

CNO (2) dlrecb—alrmoll | U85 VaLLAY FORGE (CVL5) .

CINCPCFLT svaluation Group (5) ' U33 BON HOWMx RICHARD (CV3l) ;

- COMATAPLC (5) " USS ANTLIT:M (CV 36) '

 COMSZVENTHFLT , - CVG 5 '

COMC..RDIV THREZ o cve1s
~ COMCARDIV FIVE - coveir
| USS BOXER (CV21)

-CVG 102 -

- USS PRINCETON (CV37)
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‘ San Francisce, Calif, Ser: 0128

DECLASSIFIED™ - NOV ¢ 1951

From: Commanding Officer DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:

To: Chief of Naval Operations. ; .
Via: (1) Cormander Carrier Division ONE DECL%%S[;FIE& %ﬁléz YEARS

(2) Commander SEVENTHE Fleet
(3) Commander, Naval Forces, Far East -
(4) Commander in Chief, U,S. Pacific Fleet

Subj: Actien Repert for the period 1 Octeber to 31 October 1951
Ref: (a) OpNav Instruction  3480.L4
Encl: (1) CVG 5 Action Report for the period 1 Octeber to 31 October 1951 P i

1. In accordance with reference (a), the action report for the peried, 1
through 31 October, 1951, is hereby submitted,

PART I Composition ef Own Ferces and Mission:

1, At various times during the period of this report, Task Ferce 77 was
composed of the following units: USS ESSEX (7V~9), ComCarDiv ONE, RADM J.
PERAY, USN embarked; USS BON HOMME RICHaiD. (CV-31), ComCarDiv THLEE, R«DM
W. G. TOMLINSON, USN, and fADM J. J. CLA:K, USN embarked; USS BOXER (CV-21),
USS ANTIETAM. (CV-36), USS NEW JiRSEY (BB-62) VeDM H. M. MaRTIN, ComSEVENTH
Fleet embarked; USS HEILENA (CA-75), ComCruDiv THREE, R-DM Z. E. LIBBY, USN,
embarked; USS TOLEDO (Ca-133) ComCruDiv FIVE, K.DM F. MOOSHRDRGER, USN, em-
barked; USS L0S ANGELES (CV-135), and units of Destroyer Divisien 31, 32, 91,
171, 172, and Escort Destroyer Divisien 12, 21,

2. During the subject period, the USS ESSEX (CV-9) eperated off the east
coast of Korea in accordance with .CTF 77 Operations Order No. 22-51, plus
supplemental plans and orders issued during the peried.

The mission of TF 77 was, primarily, to support the United Nations
greund forces in Korea, which was advancing north of the 38th parallel.
The support missions included close support, deep support, armed and phote-~
graphic'recgnnaissance, interdiction of enemy supply lines, and strikes
against enemy installaticns, '

PART II CHRONOLOGY:

The period 21-30 September, 1951 was spent in yard overhaul at
Yokosuka Naval Base, Yokosuka, Japan,

1 Octeber, 0600, pursuant to Com SEVENTH Fleet confidential dispatch 1300087
: of September, 1951, underway frcm yokosuka, Japan in eompany with
USS HELEN4 (CA-75), 1100, effected rendezvous with CortDesDiv 21.

Cenducted AA firing practice and training exercises, )

2 October, Conducted flight familiarizatien operatiens. Cenducted AA firing
practice, and training exercises.

aumiu | B o

UiSi3, BSEBS. (Cvse) V9 KM /lem % .
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ting area.'ﬁ*m”

3 October u,zo, offected rendeavous wi
R 'romnsom USw,

1700, RaDM J. J. CLARK, USN _
as ComCarDiv THREE. No air operations,.

L October Task Force replenished, Condﬁcﬁed Air Operations.
5. October Conducted Alr Operations.‘

6 October Conducted Mr Operatlens. 1657, 1 AD-4, BU NO, 1239h5, (pilot,
o LTJG TEAGUE) was hit by 40mm AA fire over CU 5168, Plane was
observed to crash and explode, Pilot presumed killed iri action, -
ENS Jo W, RQCHb . VF-172, made 39,000th landing on ESSmX

7 Octeber Conducted Adr OperatIOns. 1600, R4DM J. J. CLARK, USN, ComCarblv
C . THREE assumed tactical command of ?esk Force 77. 3

8. October Task Foree replenished‘ Conducted AR flrmng exercise.

9 October Conducted Air Operatiords. |

10 October \Condﬁcted Air Opératiox';s.;

11 October Conducted Air-Ope-ationsi

12 bctober Task Force replenished. R |

13 October Due to poor weather over the target area, all Mr Operations
v were cancelled with the exception of CAP, ASP, and weather re-

connaissance, \ Co
14 October Due to poor weather over target area, all Air'Operatlons'Were" .

cancelled with the except1 of CAP, ASP, and weather reconnalssance‘{
Late in the afternoon, the Task Force replenished. ‘ . '

15 October »Conducted Air Operatlons. USS ANTIETAM - (CV~36) joined Task Force.

16 October 'Conducted Air Operatiens.. 1546, FZH-2, BU NO. 124951, was hit by
AA five at CU 2335, Plane was observed to crash and explede Pilot -
(IBDR OXLEY) presumed to be killed in actlon. o . . R

;'l?'Octeber Task Force replenished Condupted AA firing practice. 2040, e
! - ‘RADM J. P:ZRRY, USH, CamCarDiv ONE, relieved RaDV J. J. CLaRK, USN, -
ComCarDiv THREE a3 OTC

18 October Conducted Air Operations.

19 October Conducted Air Operations. Heather over: target area caused can-
: cellation of Alr Operations after 1000, Task Ferce replenished
in the afternoon. CinCPacFlt and Com?thFlt came aboard for a
, short visit’with Cemﬂarﬂlv ONE.,

20 October Conducted Air Operations.




21 Ottober Canducted Air Opérations i
22'October Conduc‘hed Mr Operations. B Y ] B&LASS‘F\ED .
23 October Task Force replenished'. S RS -
2l October ‘Gonducted Air Operations. :

. 25 October Conducted Air Operations. On shot nwnber 2‘;25 af the port cata~
: . pult, ‘the catapult fired and imed:.ately cutoff, The’ cross head -
. travelled approximately 36 inches, FH-2, BU NO. 124959, was un~.
. able to stop, and went over the port bow. Pilst, (LTJG DOSS) was -
- 'recovered by ESSEX helicopter, no injuries sustained. T W. BxiYANT
: VF-SZ» made the AO 000the lax:ding on the ESS@(. : -

26 Octqbeh Gc,nduct.ed A:!.r pr‘atlons. .0930, AD-Z;, BU NO.;123921 was hit
SR by AA fire at CV8701," Plane was ditched at sea, and pilot
- (LTJG BU&Gn.SS) was rescued by USS CONWAY,

© 27 October Task Force replenished. Conducted AA firmg practlce. .

28 October ‘Condmted Air Operat:.ons 5. FZ;U-—I;B, BU NO 62960, was hit by AA.
‘ o . fire at BU 7056, Plane was observed to crash and burn. Pilot,.
(ENS BATZVAN) presumed to be killed in actien, ESSEX steamed -
‘ ’50 0c0 miles ‘'sipde re—comissionmg. R

© 29 jOctober Conducted Air Operations. ‘I‘he following dispatch was received =
' . from CTF 77, "ESSEX SFECIAL STRIKE GROUP TODAY OUTPERFOIMED 'I‘HE
MAN V\HO WdOTE THL BOOK X WELL DONE" C

. 30 October Ccnducted Air Operaft.ions. The followmg dispatch was. received
: ’ ~ from Commander, Air Group FIVE, "AT 1546 USS ESSEX LANDED THE LA.:T :
' '"PLANE OF THE LAST FLIGHT TO PAéTICIPr&E IN THE SECOND COMBAT CHAPTER
~ WHICH IS NEAAING COMPLETION X IT IS A PRIVIEGE TO BE A PaRT OF A -
_ GREAT FIGHTING TEAM 4ND SHARE IN &GCOMPLISH}&NT MADE POSSIELE BY
TIRELESS EFFORT, PATIENCE, aND COOPERATION X AIR GROUP FIW' MSHLS
"'K) E.XP’“tESS Hf.sR J.DE IN BEING A Pmﬂ' QF ESSEXVILIE n S

31 October .Task Force replemshed. 3.528, xt;-.BM S | CLARK, s USN GomCarDiv IHuE!

' | assumed tactical command -of TF 77. 1545, pursuant to Com SEVENTH .
- . F1t confidential dispatch 2508162 took departure from 'i‘ask Force

77 for Yokoauka, J apan ror rest reereation s and upkeep. '

a
i

“'.PART IIT ORNANCE: s SR

1. Expenditure of Air Ordnance
‘ See enclosure (1)

2¢ Expenditure of Ship's Ordnance fm- tminmg, S e - T
L owm 7,935 i ;757.‘ Pl
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3. Comment on Performance of Ordnance Ma:berlal. SR DECLASS‘F‘ED |

E Parachute Flares,

No parachute flares were used as jury rig for single suspensien
mentioned in previous report was considered unreliable for catapulting and .
it is usual practice to catapult pre-dawn and nightheckler aircraft.

b, Working Spaces,

The ship's aviation ordnance crew is badly in-need of work and stowage
space to be used as a spare parts and tool issue room. The ship's aviation
ordnance crew is required te supply the Air Group with all turnover material,
yet does not have an.adequate space to use as a spare parts and issue room,

20 MM ‘space to be used when 20 MM batterles are removed as indicated in
Shipalt No, 225, N
¢y Hung Ordnance
. This vessel has experienced many cases of hung ordnance, wherein it
has been impossible for the pilots to. expend all bombs or rockets, and have
‘landed aboard with one or more. In severl cases, the impact of an arrested
landings has jarred the bomb or rocket loose from the rack and caused it to
travel up the deck as far as the forward elevator, This is exceedingly danger-
eus, especially in view of the fact that generally, there are parked aircraft,
forward on. the flight deck, withominarce loaded for the next strike,

4. Confirmed effort will be made by this command to eliminate malfunctions

in bomb racks, However it has been noted in action Reports of other carrier e
that difficulties with hung bombs have been experienced by all units even since

the Korean hosilities commenced. .In view of the seriousness of this situation

it is recommended that prompt action &t departmental level be taken to im-
prove reliability of bomb racks provided Naval Aircraft.

PART IV , BATTLE DaMAGE: ' : y
1. Ship
No battle, or voyage, damage wasauétained by the Shlpu

2., Damage inflicted on the enemy

;
i
1
v

li

See enclosure (1)
3, Damage inflicted on ESSEX aircraft,
| See enclosure (1)
PART V PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES:

i

1, Performance,

!

Performance of duty and morale has been exellent,




ﬂ( "f”fQ§§wH.ties 1n Alr Group FIVE are as foliGWS°

OXLEY, 1.B. LCDR, 165618 USN - Killed in act:‘n.‘g f
TEAGHE, ¢, I. LTJG 465417 USN  Killed in actiony
 BATEHAN, R. As ENS 538138  USNR Kllled in actien,

There'”“

-

PART VI COMMFNT

i,fno wounded or«missing. o

1;' Engineering‘

‘ ﬁépartmentwéxpériencéd«nb-qaéuaiﬁiéé’dﬁriﬁg’thié '

] ' : 11,838

y erage Speed . 16 Knots

1 received from tankers (gallons) 1,999,538
1 delivered to destroyers (gallongs) 373,283
i1’ consumed by ESSEX (gallons) - 1,768,134

n_order to serve ‘six meals a day, in the’ wardroom space,
quipment was relecated in’the Wardroom léunge, and the -
~equipment, including tables and chalrs, were arranged
d by the Ready Room equipment. The new lecation

eTUas JUPI"ZA and AViatlan Supply Blanch, Yokesuka,

) i ;ﬁofy on allowance llst items, Approxlmately 90% of
AOG r foreseen regquirements for items net in the allowance
1ist ch”items are required mére than once, usage data is forwarded

qnest that she steck such items, o
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(2) Gooperation between vessels of the Task Ferce on furnishing emer- 'f
gency requirements continues to be good,

(3) The Section A allowance of flight deck clothing is inadequate.
Each man concerned requires a minimum of two.jerseys rather than ene, especially
during warm --weather when perspiration nec9551tates frequent laundering.

(4) Squadrons deploying to the ferward area should make every effort
to have a full allowance of Section H,U, and winter flight clothing items
before embarking ahoard ship, as provided in ACL~21-51.

(5) The present allowance of wings, stabilizers, ailoroms, and rudders
should be increased three times and stowed aboard carriers befere leaving the
United States, Damage from enemy anti-aircraft fire and operatlonal losses have
created a critical condition on aircraft surfaces,

~ (6) Five major Section B allowances are being carrled for aircraft now
assigned to CAG~5 (F9F-2; F4U~4iB; aD-L4; F2H-2; HO3S-1l)., In addition four
minor Section B allowances are aboard for the various configurations of basic
types (AD-LL, N,Q, W; AD-2, 3, 3N; F9F-2F; FLU-LNL), No great stowage problem
has presented 1tself, although it has been necessary to unpack and rebox the
major portien ef items received,

(7) Local constructicn of additional tire racks to provide stowage fer
the wartime allowance was necessary in storeroom C-403-4,

b. G.S'K.

(1) The system of replenishing G.S.K, stor:ss in this arca by Mobile
Suppert is considered excellent, The USS CASTOR issues stores within one
day after the presentation of requistions, By using the GSM Catalogue pub-
lished by COMSERVRON 3, only materials carried by the CASTOK are ordere from
this ship. These are either delivered or cancelled, thereby, reducing paper
work and duplication of effort, NIS items are re-ordered from PRCO through
COMSERVRON 3, To date there have been very few items requiring this action,

(2) The replenishment of Electronic and BuShip Machincry Spare Parts

has not been as prompt as others. However, the LEAGUE ISLaND, CHIMON, and
ELECTRON have furnished parts carried with a minimum of dela,y° The syutem of
replenishment, presently in effect, requires that all requistions be placed

en the AG's. Appreximately 30% of the items required have been furnished,
For items NIS en the aG's, new requistions are cut on Fluet Activities, Yek-
osuka, If still not available, another requistion must be prepared and sub-
mitted to SERVRON 3, or COMSERDIV 31, for fsrwarding to PRCO, This duplication
of paper work tends to delay in the majority of replenishing that must come from
the States, which because of distance alone requires considerable pipeline time
for the item needed, It is suggested that a catalogue of all spares carried
by these supply ships be promulgated and that stocks be maintained accordingly.
When it is %nown that a particular item is not curried by AG's in this arca,

it ceuld then be requistioned 1mmed1ately from PRCO, .

(3) Exchange of type spares between carriers has"helpedlgreatly and te
date no major equipment has become inoperative because of lack of spares. }’

| . p
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(4) The stowage of foul weather clothing has presented a deflnite i
problem to this ship. A-305——A (Foul Weather Gear Storeroom) should be
equipped with bins and racks similar to a flight clothing storeroom. Under
the present stowage arrangemst of this compartment, receipt, stowage and issue
is difficult and is considered unsatisfactory,

(5) Departmental Budgets have ‘been established, in accordance with
Afleat Accounting Memorandum No. l. In setting up these budgets, the following
departmental percentages were established,

Administrative 6%

Operations 8%

Air 15%

Gunnery 10%

Engineering 33%

Navigation 7%

Supply : 11%

Medical 9%

‘Dental L% ]
C.0.'s Reserve C15%

(6) Close.supervision in confomity with regualticns has been main-
tained on- charges against these budgets and each department is requlred to
stay within their budgestary limitations.

(7) The conservation of critical items as contained in the Pacific
Supply Line Publication of CINCPACFLT/COMSERVPAC of October 1951 has been
rigidly enferced. All stub requistions for these items are carefully screened
by the Supply Department, and requests of unusual quantities are required te
be justified,

ce Distursing

(1) It has been noted that monetary requirements for pay days are
considerably less when at sea than those pay days held in port or just prier
to entering port. The monthly average of all disbursements to the crew on pay
rolls is approximately $275,000,00 of which $265,000,00 was by cash, Total ef
pay day at sea was approxlmately $70,000,00; prior to the arrival in pert, the
total was $115.070,00 Cooperaticen of all hands has been most favorable in using
the methed ef paying an even sum to the lowest five dollars, which speeds up
pay lines and saves many man hours, This method also reduces the chance of
error as only the five and ten dollar denominations are required,

(2) While in port, a change station for exchanglng Yen for MPC!s is
set up each day. The change station for the crew is located at one of the
regualr paying stations and in the wardroem for officers. It has been found
satisfactory te sell Yen in units of five and twenty dollars.

d. Ship's Store
(1) Sales for this period total approximately $45,000,00, This is the

largest sales velume recorded in a single month's operation since cemmissiening.
Sales during the forthcoming holiday pericd are expected to increase this volume,

- .. :
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(2) Support received from the USS CaSTOR and Fleet Activities, Yokosuka
has been generally excellent, All material requistioned has been received with
the exception of a few miner items,

(3) Experience indicates that the following items are in short supply
in the forward area and should be stocked to capacity by ships departing
continental United States for the ferward areas

Buttons

Uniform Accessories
Chocolate Syrup
Lighter Flints

Hat Frames

(4) The operation of the laundry is continuing on a 24 hour basis, 5 days
a week. These operating hours are considered superior to the previous 7 day
round the clock work week, inasmuch as, a savings of approx1mately 35,000 gallens
ef fresh water per week has been realized, and time is now avallable for main-
tenance and upkeep of the operating machlnery.

(5) The system of cigarette rationing menticned in the previous re-
port has been discontinued,

(6) Hours of operation in the Ship's Store activities have been es-
tablished for the purpose of offering as nearly continuous service as possible,
Hours of operations are as follows: ‘

Ship's Store #L

Monday through Saturday 0900 to 1100 and 1300 to 1600
Sunday 1300 to 1500

Ship's Store #2

Monday through Saturday 1300 to 1600 and 1830 to 2030
Sunday 1830 to 2030

Ship's Service Store #1
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 1300 t6 1630

Moniay, Wednesday, Friday 1330 to 1630 and 1830 to 2030
Sunday 1300 to 1530

Ship's Service Stcre #2

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 1300 te 1630

Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 1330 to 1630 and 1830 to 2030
Sunday 1830 to 2030

(7) Operating equipment has been running continuously with the excep~
tien of a few minor breakdowns in the laundry and scda fountain, In these
‘instances, repairs have bwen effected by Ship's Force without delay,

(8) The installation of a shirt folding unit in the laundry is con-
sidered highly desirable, A unit ¢f this type was removed during the 27-A ‘
conversions The installation of this item would improve the flnlshlng operation
and %Pntrlbute to the saving of man hours,
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(9) Abnormal temperatures in bulk storeroom B-406-A have caused a
general deterioration of stock stowed in this space. Laundry supplies have
hardened thereby, making them difficult to use, Temperatures recorded in this
storeroom during the months of July, August, and September averaged 110° F
Ventilation improvements in this space are necessary before it can be properly
utilized as a satisfactory storereom for Ship's Stere Stock.

(10) 1In addition to the security measures prescribed by the BuSanda
Manual and other current directives the following measures have been inaugurated
and are believed to be of value in further safeguarding the stock and monies
of the Ship's Store Activities,

a. No money is left overnight in the cash registers of any of the
activities,

b. Cash drawers are left open when the activity is not in operations.

c. Night lights are installed in the Ship's Stores and Ship's Service
Stores and are left burning all night,

d. Inspections are conducted nightly by the Duty Supply Officer
at 2200 and 2400 of all Ship's Store spaces.

8y Two (2) group 3 locks are installed on each door to the Ship's
Store spaces,

e, Commissary

(1) Commissary has been generally satisfactory., Suppert from the AF's
has been excellent, However no information as to fresh previsions carried by
these shipd is available, This has resulted in an occasional shortage of fresh
provisions in the General, and other messes, In this connection none of these
shortages are considered serious.

(2) The follownng schedule ef meal hours has been maintained in the
General Mess, :

Breakfast 0545 These hours fluctuate to accommodate
0645 flight operation schedules,

Dinner 1130
Supper 1630

Experience indicates that it takes approximately 2 hours for all hands to pass
through the mess line, be served, eat, and vacate the messing areas, although
the standard on cother type ships is about one hour,

(3) The practice of serving sweet rolls, jam and coffee one half hour
before flight quarters when early morning flights are sgheduled, also the serving
of cakes, or toast and jam 15 minutes after late flight quarters to the flight
deck crew both have enabled the meal hours to remain reasonably steady yet flex-
ible enough to conform to flight operatiens. This procedure is proving to be
highly satisfactory te both the iir Group and Ship's Companys Night ratiens
averaged 50 per night for the last month.

' (L) Hgt soup is now being servdd to all flight deck and weather deck
personnel, This innovation has also been met with enthusiasm, i 67

| . :
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a. Catapult.and arresting gear.

(1):Catapult and arrestlng gear operation was normal during the period
of this revort with the following exceptions: '

(a) On shot number 2134, port catapult, five out of the nine bolts
which secure the cable tensioner -cylinder to the elbow at the base of the dome,
sheared off, It was necessary to rempve the elbow in order to extract the
severed secticns of the bolts, replace them with new bolts and reinstalls Time
required was four hours, during which time the catapult was out of commission.
Cause of the failure was apparently due to metal fatigue., Bolts have also been
replaced on the starboard c¢catapult, although there was no 1nd1cgt10n of weakenlng

(b)  On shqt number 2225, port cutapult, the machine fired and immedi-
ately out off. The F2H, Banshee, spotted on the catapult, received enough power
te break the tension ring and stant down the catapult track, but has insuffici: ent
power to take off. The pilot was unablc to break to a stop ani went over the
bow, port side, and in to the water. The pilot was actually in the water a total
of one minute and fifteen seconds before beirg picked up by the ESSEX helicopter,
and was on deck within three minutes from the time he went ever the bow. The
cause of the catapult failure was due to a break in the catapult electrical
firing circuit, 1mmed1ately after the main piston valve opened. The break in the
circuit, aaused an-immediate cuteff, allowing the crosshead to travel a total of
“enly thrity-six inches, It is anticipated that all switches on the port catapult
will be replaced with new ones, after which a series of no load and dead shots
will be made prior to launching any more aircraft,

b... Towing Bars.

(1) The large variety of aireraft aboard this vessel requires several
different types of tow bars for handling of aircfaft., The standard Universal
Tow Bar 1s used for tail towing AD-3, #D-L, and FAU aircraft, and also for for-
ward towing of all 4D sF4U, and FIF type aircraft. The F2H can be towed forward
only after modlflcatlon of the tow bar, Since nearly all towing on a carrier
- deck is from the rear, a special tow bar was necessary for use in tail towing
bthie F9F, and another for the F2H, This was accomplished, by modifying the stan-
dard Unlversal Tow Bar, When they were modified, they can no longer be used = -
for towing any other way. Modification of the F2H type was described in the
previous action report, ‘ )

When AD-2 aircraft were received as replacement, another problem
arose in that it has a different type of tail whell assembly which sits lower
on the deck and when a Universal Tow Bar was used, interference was experienced
with the tail hook. This required still another'type of tow bar, All together,
it has been found necessary to use three different type of tow bars, in addition
to the Universal Tow Bar,

. Because of the heavy service the tow bar receive during operations,

the attrition rate is high.. A maintenance crew of three men is required just

to maintain the tow bars in serviceable condition, - Before deployment from the
Continental Limits, a vessel of this type should be equipped with a minimum

of 45 Universal Tow Bars, and 5 each of the special types needed for handling Z>
those aircraft which can not be handled with the Universal Bars.(Total(60) /
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ATR DEPARTMENT Opérating Data DECLASS'HED

Arrested landings 1556
Catapult Shots 762
Starboard Catapult 487
Port Catapult 275
Gasoline, (gallons) & 824,647

Lub0il, Symbol 1120 (gallons) 4,693
Lub01l “Symbol 1010 (gallons) 3,265

4, Navigation

Ship's postion was obtained primarily by celestial observations. Weather
conditions permitted sights to be taken seventy percent of the time,

Radar fixes were obtained frequently. This method of navigation proved
very effective, and it was found that once the problem of using mountain ranges
and land masses in obtaining radar positions was understood, radar fixes almost
coincided with those obtained by celestrialmeuns,

Loran was employed less frequently, but it was proved that this method
could be used with a fair degree of reliability at night.

5, Air Intelligence
a. Use'of Trisket Paper

Air Group FIVE has been operating.in the forward area, for two 30
day periods, and is still using the original chart issue., 4as far as can be
determined the charts show all indications of being fully useable for another
eperating peried, .

Frisket covering allows pilets to use and erase soft lead or grease
pencil markings. Char® not covered by Frisket seldom lasts one eperational
period, It is recommended that all charts be covered with frisket paper before
arriving in the combat area.

6. CIC

The field alteration allowing the search antenna of the SX~2 antenna to be
tilted has been accomplished and the operation of radar is being checked. Al-
ready improved detection of jet aircraft has been noticed and it is hoped that
continued and marked improvement in this problem will be realized,

Trapping of radar and radio transmission continues to be a much noticed
phenomena. A recent example was establishing loud and clear communications
on the primary CI net (a UHF frequency) between the ESSEX and the NEW JERSEY
at 45 miles, ‘
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Strike control of returning aircraft is one of the most important single
features of the air control picture in the present operation. Thorough brief-
ing and practice by both Air Groups and CIC personnel prior: to deployment will
be of real aid to strike control personnel and will ellmlnate to a large degree
needless intercepts,

The three AN/ARC—l's installed for CIC use in the 27-A comversiocn have
worked very poorly. This apperas to be due to low modulation of the trans—
mitter bacause of losses in the line from the broadcast through the CIC Comme
unications System, the patchlng switches in Radio I, and the individual adapters
in Radio VII,

Ship's ferce constructed a simple ampllfler and installed it in one of the
AN/ARC-1 adapters in Radio VII, This amplifying has improved the performance
of this AN/ARG -tremendously and has increased the range of the equipment to
that of TDQ, When parts are available, additional amplifiers will be made and
installed on the remaining two AN/4RC's.

7. Communications

a. With the experlence of one period of operations as the greatest single
asset, communications during this second period produced considerably more
grat1fv1ng results,  In general, many of the problems of a technical nature
remained the same as before, Certain improvement, however, in this as well as
other phases of communications have been rather marked. Close supervision and
a continuous "on~th-jeb" training program have been directed toward the avoid-
ance of repetitious errors and so~called communications "BUSTS", Radio super-
visors, for example, have through experience and the exercise of good judgement
learned to utlize more fully the facilities and equipment available to them,
When regular transmission channels, for the heavy load of outgoing traffic im-
posed upon a task ferce flagship, have for some reason been clesed to them,
supervisers (and operators) have been quick to request special speed circuits
with shore stations for the relay of messages..

Procedures for message handling, particularly in Main Communicatiens

~ Statien, although not fool-proof by any stretch of the imagination, have been
reasonably standardized, Routing of high precedence and action traffic has been
- a great deal more satisfuctory than during the period covered by the previous
action report. Concomitantly, the volume of traffic increased an estimated

15 to 20% over the wolume of the previcus period.

‘b, The situation_ in regard to CW and voice circuits as described in the
previeus report has remained unchanged, The same problems exist, although
personnel have increased their efficiency in surmounting the difficulties
encountered, 4s an example, the stationing of a leg-watch in the pilot house
en the seconlary tacticzl circuit, has lessened the confusion in ship control
that results from merely loud-speaker "monitering." In additieon, the primary
tactical circuit, under the present arrangement, is the responsibility of the
Junior Officer-of-the-Deck, Espcially during flight deck operatiens the
noise level is of such proportions as to demand that,a receiver head-set be
wom for both circuits in erder to hear the broadcast tactical signals, - Chest-
sets with extended leads have been prepared by the Technicians so that the
operators ef both the primary and seconlary tactical circuits have freedom
of movement ‘en the bridge, 4 log of traffic c¢n the primary tactical circuit/!;izﬁ
is maintained in CIC, A
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c. Although not completely dependable, the ship-to-shore radie-
teletype circuit established toward the clese of the previous operating period
has proved a boom to communications and the clearing of outgeing traffic by
a flagship maintaining ship-to-shore guard for the Task Force. Its performance
is not dependable to the extent that atmosph:irics and frequent shifting among
the frequencies assigned have interfered with its functioning smoothly and
uninterruptedly. In the first place, the circuit has been shared with another
Task Force Command; the allocation deterrent factor, The most recurrent diffi-
culties have eccurred from about sunset to midnight in this areaq

d, Jamming, (intentional), although continuing in about the same degree
as previously report for CW circuits, has appreciably increased on HF and VHF
frequencies, A number of reports has been submitted to the force commander con-
~cerning fereign language jamming interference,

€. Due to the average loss of between two to three hours! transmission time
each twenty-four hour peried-predominantly en Radie II transmitters, an alteratio
request is being prepared for the installation of motor-driven equipment to
control remotely (preferably in Radio Central) the rigging of forward and after
whip antennae, At present, this is a manual operatien performed by flight
deck personnel, :

f. The ship successfully transmitted by facsimile the photo news coverage
of CinCPacFlt's 19 October visit to the Task Ferceq Transmission to Pearl
Harbor (Radie photo unit number 4) was successful on the first run, whereas
transmission to San Fruncisco (Radie photo unit number 2) was completed only

,after three repetitions of schedules arranged with unit number 2 over a period
of approximately twenty-four hours,

g. The organization and assignment of personnel during this period has
become fairly stabilized, 4 pelicy of ratatlng teleman (TE) rates within
communications has been initiated. It is intended to further this program by
making monthly exchanges within the divisien to include the pestal clerks
as radie and Main Communications personnel, A policy of exchange between
signalmen and quartermasters (QM rapes) has been in effect for ever six months,

Although the total number of personnel has been reduced by transfers
since the last report, sixty-eight (68) ship's personnel in the OR divisien
and twenty-six (26) in the OS division augmented by twelve (12) staff personnel
have been adequate, It has been attempted to emphasize training so that, if
required, adjustments in the event of minimal lesses can be made without
seriously affecting the efficiency of communications.

‘8, Aerolégy
a. Communications
(1) Facsimile.

NDT(Radie Photo Unit #5, Tokye) was copied with reception as
‘neted below,

01001 (1600Z) 700 mb chart (0300Z) Very Poor )
Surface Chart (0600Z) Very Poor // C?

‘ /D
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0500I (2000Z) 700 mb prog chart
: Briefing chart NR3

09001 (0000Z) 300 mb prog chart
. 300 mb chart (0300)

14301 (0530Z) Surface Prog Chart
700 mb Chart (prog)

1900I (1000) Surface chart (0000Z)
Briefing chart NRL
300 mb chart

Very poor
Very poor

Very good
Very good

Very good
Very goed

Very good
Very good

Very goed

.a. Little of the facsimile duta: was used during this period

b. Inteference caused by ship's own transmitter and aircraft engines
was the main problem during the day; atmospheric interference during the

night.

c. Surface chart (1800Z), briefing chart NRL4, 850 mb chart (1500Z), ,

DECLASSTFIEY

700 mb chart (1500Z) and 500 mb chart: (lSOOu) if practlcuble should ‘be trans-

mitted by NDT,

d. The Shipgs clectronics shop is constructing a converter which will

enable present facsimile equipment-to receive 4aCS Tokyos

d, During the first part of the perisd the 0C00Z chart and a forecast

was transmitted to the USS BON EOMM: AICHARD with excellent results obtained,

(2) Radioteletype

as The installatien of ancther teletype in the Aerological
Laboratory enabled both AACS Guarm (4IE) and »iCS Tekyo (aIF) to be copied

f

simultaeously, This acted as insurance agalnst outages and resulted in better

than 90% reception.

b, Occasionally Taegs {KMFO) was copied to obtain Korcan weather
more rapidly., 4 time saving of frem 15 to 45 minutes resulted, but recepticn
was generally poor (less than 25%) and in ordernot to miss the Korean weather

entirely, ?okya was always copied,

(3) Radio (CW)

a. The radio man stationcd in the Aerological Office kept .the
teletvpe and facsimile tuncd and during pericds of RATT outages copied CW.

(4) Radio (VOlCL)
/

a, During the period two speakers located in the Acrologlcal
Laboratory were connected to the switchboard in Radie 1 via the two (2)
facsimile trunk lines, It is planned to patch in appropriate VHF channels

so that weather information from CiP, aSP, and strike groups can be heard in
Aerclogical Laboratory thereby ellmlnatlng some of the delay and the possibllity

of garbling in relaying through CIC,

| m.'.‘
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(1) Ships,

\
The hourly weather reports from ships located along the Korean
east ceast continue to be very important, Their value could be greatly in-
creased if qualified weather observers were statiened on these ships.

(2) Pilots

_ Numerous pilot weather report summaries (0000-0400I) from the
Ko.ean area are received via teletype during the morning, but too late to
brief early morning flights, Action has been taken by CTIF 77 to have these
reports relayed as soon as possible to the operating carriers,

c. Equimpment and Supplies.,

(1) A1l aerological equipment operat-d satisf ctorily during the
peried. '

(2) A pneumatic tube between the acrologic:l Laboratory and Main
Communications Staticn is considered a "must" to reduce delays and save man
hours in handling about 150 weather messages daily, 4n alteration request
is being submitted requesting such installation,

(3) in addltional means of communications with the Open Bridge,
Captaln's Plot, Flag Plot, CiC, Air Opcrations, and Main Communications Statien
is considered very d651r‘ble. At present, the ship's service phone is all that
is available, 4n outlet on one of the MC circuits is considered to be the
most desirable solution, 4n alteration requ st is being submitted requesting
such an ipstallation, . :

(4) Four R4WIN soundings were taken daily to an average helght of
about 30,000 feet, The RR~32/iM reflector (Navy stock R-16~R-3580-fish net-
pyramid base, 52 inches square) was used in conjunction with Mark 37 directors
and Mark 25 radar, and occasionally the Mark 56 dlrector and Mark 35 Mod 2
radar,

(5) There is, at present, no helium in the forward area, and only
about 89 full bottles remain aboard. Daily consumption averages about 2.5

bottles, _ . . f

Typhoon "Ruth" which passed over southern Japan on the 1lith then
Northeastward along the wost coast of Japan ceused overcast skies in the
opercting area on the lhth and moderate to rough seas on the 15th and 16th
with very little increase in the wind, Low ceilings in the target area re-
guired cuncelling of Air Operations on the 1lith.

This op»rat:ng period saw the first real invasion, of the operating
area, of cold dry 2ir from Siberia, . :

The first outbreak occurred late October 18th when a weak cold from with
little associated weather passed over the force, Temperatures dropped to 56
degrees, This front on passing ever the relatively warm water of the Sea of
Japan rapidly developed a Wave to fbe northeast of the force, o \ S~

- /2
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Low ceilingg and rain from this wave moved over the ferce early the 19th and
continued until early the 21st. Feg developed over the cold water area of
northwest sea of Japan early the 19th causing the four early missions to be
cancelleds The force was moved south into warmer water, out of the fog, and
operatiens were continued,

The second outbreak of cold air occurred October 24th with the passage
of a weak cold front, Temperatures dropped to the low 50's and westerly winds
of 30 to 35 knots were experienceds This primary front developed considerable
thunderstorm activity ovcr Korea, and covered the higher mountains with snow,
Considerable shower activity occurred over the force as well as westerly winds of
30 to 4O knots behind the front, CaVU weather occurred shortly after passage
of .the secondary front, Temperatures behind the front fell to the middle 4O's,

Low ceilings with rain developed in the southern part of the éperating
area on the 23rd when the semi-permanent front, to the south of Japan, moved
northward to southern Japan as a warm front, causing widespread cloudiness and
rain over Japan and southern sea of Japan,

Light winds (4 to 8 knots) prevailed on the 28th, 29th and 30th when
high pressure was centered over the sea of Japan,

9. Photography
a. Personnel

(1) Personnel allowance, on board, and squairon persormel assigned
to the photographic laboratory,

Allewance On Board Squadron Personnel
Chief 1 ‘ 1 0
1st Class 2 1 1
2nd Class 3 2 1
3rd Class L L 3
PHSN 0 1 0
SN 0 3 0
PHAN 0 2 0
AFAN ‘ 0 0 1
AN 0 3 1
Sh 0 2 0
AA 0 1 0
TOTAL 10 | 20 ‘ 7 / L

116
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b, Persomnel assignments within the Photographic Unit,

Chief 1st Class 2nd Class 3rd Class Seaman TOT »L

Office 1 0 0 1 0 2
Production 0O e 1 1 2 2 6
Finishing 0 0 0 1 1 2
Photo Material 0 0 0 1 0 1
K-34 0 0 1 0. 0 1
Camera Installetion 0 -0 0 0 1 1
Film Marking 0 1 1 0 0 2
Night Crew 0 0 0 1 L 5
Mess Cook 0 0 0 0 1 1
Compt. Cleaner 0 0 0 0 1 1
Messenger ~ 0 0 0] 0 1 1
Chemical Mixing 0 9 0 0 1 1
Flight Quarters c 9] ] 1 2 3
1 2 3 7 14 27
¢. Production Period
(1) First Period 24 August through 19 September 1951

Total Number of Photograptic Missions Flown 73

Total Numbur of rolls filed 122

Averaege number exposures per roll 39

Total Number of negatives used. 4,799

Total Number of prints made 43,201

Running Time

Average time to develop and wash 67 Min 1 hour 07 Min,

average time to dry 30 Min . 2 hour 07 Min.

aversge time for first set of grease :

pencil marked prints delivered to P.I. 1 Hr 30 Min 3 hour 37 Min,

Officer. |

average time to mark one (1) roll of

film(Computed from time of delivery to 2 Hr L6 Min 6 hour 23 Min,

film marking, to time returned for dist-

ribution printing)

average time for set of marked prints to

P.I. Officer (ater receiving marked film 1 Hr 52 Min 8 hour 15 Min,
from film marking)

All work completed and ready for
mailing by 1000 the following day.

(2) Second Peried 4 October through 30 October 1951

Total Number of Photograpric Missions Flown 68
Total Number of rolls filed 101
Average number exposures per roll 60
Total Number of negatives made 6,280
Total Number of prints made 55,048




.

verage time to develop and wash o - o 69 Min o }_ Hr 9 Mo |

Average time to dry . ‘ 30 Min . 1 Hr 39 Min

Average time for first set oi‘ grease =~

pencil marked prints delivered to P.I. 2 Hr 20 Min 3 Hr 59 Min

Officer. | o

iverage time to mark one (1) roll.of f£ilm . ' L
- (Computed from time of delivery to film 2 Hr 19 Min 6 Hr 18 Min BT S

marking to time returned i‘or distr:.butmn : L S

printing) |

Average time for set of marked Dnnts to : . ‘

Flag(after receiving marked film f;tom . 2 Hr 26 Min 8-Hr 44 Min

film marking)

hverage t ime for set of marked prints . : '
- to Pa I, Officer (after marked f:.lm o 2 Hr 33 Min 11 Hr 17 Min
. from film marking) o - .

All work completed a.nd ready for malling by lOQO follow*ng day., - *

PRODUC TION RECORD FOR lst apd. .’md ﬂIODS 2 AUGUST THROUGH 30. OCTOBER 1951 .

'Total number .of missions flown S 141
Total number of rolls filed : 223
Potal number of negatives used 1 0’79
Total number of prints made 98,21:,9 . . ‘ ;
hverage number of exposures per roll ‘ 495 o

AECORD OF K~25 CaMERAS FOK 2nd PERLOD 4 OC’IDBEri THROUGH 30 OCTOB:LR 1951

Rolls Taken " _ : 76 .
v Total possible exposures . 1,520 ~ '
. Total exposures taken - 1,161
: - Total usable exposures -804
. Total unusable exposures 359 i .
Total prints filed : 13
Rolls not usable due to - . , :
impreper techniques., = 9 . R SR
S : ' ' , ' P /i‘;'&'ff’>/‘:a A A AV R :
| . 4USTIN W. WHEEIOCK . .
Distributl en: . N
oNo (Advance, airmail) (2) ; . USS PHILIPPINE SEa (cv..w)
COMAIRPAC (Advence, aimail) (2)- . USS VALIEY FORGE (CV-45)  °
CINCPACFLT (Advance, airmall) (2), _ ~ USS BON HOMME RICHARD (cv..31)
COMCARDIV ONE: : B ~USS ANTIETAM (CV-35)
COMSEVENTHFLT R cVG 5 (5)
COMNAVFE © ' ST | cVG 11
COMCaR DIV THREE - : L CVG 15
~ COMCaiDIV FIVE = ' o : CVG 101
USS BOXER (CV-21) -~ . : CVG 102

- USS PRINCETON (CV~37) . 4IR TiSK GROUP ONE
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BEM R!ﬂggm - 18 Dec 1951

From: Commanding Officer

To: Chief of Naval Operations DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
Via: (1) Commander Carrier Division ONE DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
'(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet DOD DIR 5200.10

(3) Commander, Naval Forces, Far East
(4) Commander in Chief, U, S, Pacific Fleet

Subj: Action Report for the period 1 November to 14 December 1951

Ref: (a) Opav Instruction 3480.4 ’
Encl: (1) CarairGrp FIVE Action Report, 1 Nov - 14 Dec 1951 7/ &°

1. In accordance with reference (a), the action report for the period 1
November to 14 December, 1951 is hereby submitted.

PART I COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES sND MISSION:

1. At various times during the period of this report, Task Force 77

was composed of the following units: USS ESSEX (CV9), ComCarDiv ONE, RADM,

J. J. FERRY, USN, embarked, USS BON HOME RICHA#D ((CV31l), ComCarDiv THREE
RADM J. J. CLA}\‘K USN, embarked USS ANTIETAY (CV36), USS VALLEY FOAGE (ovy5),
ComCarDiv FIVE, A4DM F. W. McMAHON, USN, embarked, USS WISCONSIN (BBé4),
ComSEVENTHFleet, VaDM H. M, MaRTIN, USN embarked; USS LOS aNGELES (CA135),
USS ROCHESTER (CAl24), USS ST. PAUL (CA73) ComCruDiv ONE, K4DM E. B. STONE,
USN, embarked, USS HELENA,(CA75), ComCruDiv THREE, RaDM R. E. LIBBY, USN
embarked, and units of Destroyer Division 111, 151, 152, 122, 3%, and,
- Escort Destroyer Division 11, 12,

2. During the subject period, the USS ESSEX (CV9) operated off the East
coast of Korea in accordance with CTF 77 Operations Order No, 22-51 (First
and Second Revisions), plus supplemental plans and orders issued during the
perlOd.

The Mission of TF 77 was, primarily, to support the United Nations
ground forces in Korea, which were advancing north of the 38th parallel,
The support missions included close support, deep support, armed and photo-
graphic reconnaissance, interdiction of enemy supply lines, and strikes
aga.:lnst enemy mstallatlons.

PART II CHRONOLOGY:

1 November Enroute to Yokosuka, Japan from Operating Area, in accordance
with COMSEVENTHFLT confidentlal dispatch 2517816Z Qct.

‘2 November 1542, anchored berth 3B, Yokosuka, Japan.
3 November 0805 moored starboard side to, Piedmont Pler, Yokosuka, Japan.

4-11 November Yard availability, rest, and recreation period, Yokosuka, Japan,
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12 November

13 November

14 .Novenber

15 November

16 November

17 November

18 November

19 November

20 November

21 November

22 November

23 November

21, November
25 November

26 November

27 November

28 November

¥

.

0603 pursuant to Com7thFlt confidential dispatch 250816Z Oct, .
1951 underway in company with USS HELENA, for operating area.
0815 RVU with DesDiv 111, Conducted AA firing practice,

Oonducted flight familiarization training, Conducted AA firing
practice, g

Conducted large drone firing exercise, Joined TF 77, ComCaiDiv
THREE (embarked in USS BON HOMME AICHARD (CV--31)) was OTC,
Conducted AA firing practice,

Launched early morning hecklers and ASP, Rest of schedule can-
celled due to weather, TF replenished in late afternoon anc

evenning, '
Conducted Air Operations, Conducted AA firing.practice,

Conducted Air Operations, 0825I. AD, BUNO. 123923 power stalled
on takeoff and crashed, pilet (LT W. A. B«{Y4NT Jr,), not re-
covered, prezumzd dcad.

Conducted Air Operations,
Condncted Air Opérations. Conducted AA firing practice,
Condugted large drone firing practice, TF replenished,

Conducted Air Operations. 1630 FAU, BUNO, 97515, was hit by

enemy AA fire, pilot was required to ditch his aircraft over
Wonsan Harbor, Pilot (LT B, C., PRUITT) was rescued by LSMR

LOL,
Conducted Air Operations.

TF attempted to weplenish but, due to heavy seas replenishment
was discontinued,

TF replenished.

Due to weather at TF and over target, all Air Operations cancelled!

Due to weather at TF and over target area a1l Air Operations
cancelled,

Conducted Air Operations, 1206 Lost AD, BUNO, 123974 over
Wonsan Harbor, pilot (LTJG E. HalE) presumed dead. Tail fin
came off 250# bomb and carried away arming wire leaving tail
fuze armed, attempt to jettison was unsuccessful, Pilot bailed
out but disappeared from view shortly after ladning in water,
Extensive search by remainder of flight, destroyer, and SAR from
Army proved fruitless. "

Conducted Air Operations.
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29 November

30 Novenber

1 December

2 December

3 December
L, December

5 December

6‘December
7 December
'8 December

9 December

18 December
11 December

12 December

Conducted Air Operations, LT D, MARSHALL, VF-51, made 41,000
landing on USS ESSEX, 16301, RADM J. PERRY, ComCarDiv ONE,  re-
lieved RADM, J.J. CLARK, €omCarDiv THREE as OTC, 1630 USS BON
HOMME RICHARD (CV-31) departed from Task Force enroute to Yokosuka,
Japan for further routing to CONLUS, ‘

TF replenished. Conducted AA firing practice.

Conducted Air Operations, 0915, FiU, BUNO,. 62931 hit by ene

AA fire, ditched in Wonsan Harbor., Pilot (LIJG E. C. GARRETT
was rescued by USS McGINTY DD-365, No injuries were sustained,
0945, FLU, BUNO. 97504 hit by enemy AA fire, ditohed in Wonsan
Harbor, Pilot (LT N, E. CURRY) was rescued by SAR vessel, Pilot
was not injured..

Conducted Air Operations, 1023, 1 FLU-5NL, BUNO. 124554 lost
power on launch and landed in the water ahead of the ship,

Pilot (LTJG R, S. DONOVAN) was rescued by the ship's helieopter,
No injuries sustained, ‘

Conducted Air Operations.
Task Force replenished.,

Conducted Air Operations. The following dispatch received from
CTF 77, "THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM COM7THFLT IS PASSED WITH
PLEASURE TO THOSE WHO REALLY DID THE WORK X QUOTE X THE QUICK
CHANGE FROM BLaCK TO RED ON THE INTERDICTION MAP IS A PLEASING
COLOR CHANGE X UNQUOTE. This message was addressed to ESSEX,
ANTIETAM, CAG-5 and CAG-15, '

Conducted Air Operations.
Conducted Air Operations.,
Task Force replenshed,

Conducted Air Operations, 0810, AD4, BUNO, 122342 hit by ene
AA fire, ditched over Wonsan Harbor. Pilot (LT F. J. O‘MALLE?§
was picked up by USS EVANSVILIE. No injuries sustained, 1500,
AD4, BUNO, 122325 hit by enemy AA fire, ditched in Wonsan Harbor,
Pilot (LT F. J, PENDERGAST) picked up by USS McGINTY DD-365, No
injuries sustained,

Conducted Air Operations.

Conducted Air Operations.

Task Force replenished, 1558, RaDM F. W, MCMAHON, (ComCarDiv FIVE,
relieved RADM J. J. PERRY (ComCarDiv ONE) as OTC, 1600, Pursuant
to ComSeventhFlt confidential dispatch 060900 Dec., ESSEX in

company with ROCHESTER, DESDIV 111 detached from TF 77, to proceed
to Yokosuka, Japan for upkeep and recreation, ComCarDiv ONE embar:
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13 December Enroute to Yokosuka, ' Conducte facking ®ercise with R

aircraft, flag hoist drill using ACP 175, voice and CW drill,
14 bBecember 1510, Moored Piedmont Pier, Yokosuka; Japan. |
PART III ORDNANCE:

1. Expenditure of Air Ordnance,
See enclosure (1)

2. Expenditure of Ship's Ordnance for training.
a, For the period 1-30 November 1951,
51 /38 AAC Projéctiles 254
5"/38 Non Frag Projectiles 130
5"/38 Cartridges, non-flashless . 384

3"/50 VT Cartridges, non-—flashless 686

3"/50 VT Non Frag Cartridges 576
20MM AA 5566
20MM BL&P ' ’ . 140

b, For the period 1-14 December 1951.

There was no expenditure of ammuriition for training purposes for this
period, : ’

3. Comments on Performance of Ordnance.
a, Performance of Ship!s Ordnance EQuipment.

(1) During the period of this report, the ever increasing accent on
gunnery readiness has reflected itself in the conduct of frequentanti-aircraft
gunnery exercises, The performance of ordnance material on such occasions has
been gnerally satisfactory with the exception of a few mjnor casualties in the
31/5) caliber RFTM battery, Although minor in nature, the following casualtie
are considered worthy of comment because certain functions of a mount are in-
operative due to the non~availability of spare parts: '

, (2) Slide lock (Pc 612221-1), This small machined part, whish pre.
vents a cartridge from bouncing out of the gun chamber when its is catapulted
into the breech, broke while conducting a prefiring check—off routine on one
‘mount, Although the ship is authorized to carry 5 spares, the eommiasioning
allowance, (due January 15, 1951) has never been received, Besides receiving
general mention in the precommissioning weekly progress reports for a period
of 2 months, this item was listed as a deficiency on the spare parts discrepar
list submitted prior to the ship's departure for the shakedown cruise., Follo
up correspondence initiated prior to departure from Pu%et Sound Naval Shipyar .
(post-shakedown availability, 24 May, 1951) San Diego (readiness for WESPAC,
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28 June, 1951) and “PearlHarbor (enroute WESPAC, 8 August 1951) likewise
produced negative results. Dispatch requests have indicated that spare slide
locks are not available in Task Force 77, Service Squadron 3, nor Fleet
Antivities, Yokosuka Naval Base, According to information from the Ordnance
stock Office, Washington, D.C. this part was shipped from the Naval Gun Fectory
on 20 September, 1651, Although the lack of this part renders on barrel cf cne
31/50 caliber twin mount inoperative for routine firing practices, a replece--
rent has been fabricated by the ship's repair force in accordance with arliczhic
ordnance drawings. Since this temporary slide lock lacks the requisite degvee <!
metal hardness set. Torth in the specifications, it is believed that the workin,
edge would prematurely peesn off by frequent contact with cartridge lips durirg
=xtended operation, Consicdering the calculated risk in time of action; th=2 valir
of one more firiumg barrel would logically take precedence cver the poiential
possibility of a jammed cartridge anticipated with a complete failure of an iwn-
provided slide lock, During the previous war; common breakage parts for rarid
firing mounts were far more in abundance,

(b Parallax follow-up motor (Pc 4€0753-i), At the present time.
the windings of two motors are burned out. Ia this jnstance also, there are
no replacements available in *he area, Although earlier allowance lists
authorized the ship to carry 2 epare units, the latest modification to the
1list has reduced the allowance ‘o zero, DBased upon previous service experience,
this command recommended a shipbcard allowance (CV) of 4 spare units (CO USS
ESSEX (CV-9) rest alrmail ltr, X33, ser 742 cf 20 June, 1951), This recommen-—
dation was based upon estimates considered essential to ensure operation over a
six months period. Actually, the present situation leaves one mount without
corrected horizontal parallax, This is by virtue of the fact that the parallax
follow-up motor in Mount 37 is superfluous and thereby available for use as
a spare, Inasmuch as this mount is located a mere 6 feet from the reference
point (MK 37 Direetor, No, 2), the parallax corrector is normally locked on
zero, Until recently, the ship was able to keep abreast of failures in this’
category by using the unit from Mount 37 while a deficient motor was in the
shop for rewinding. ‘ ’

(2) It is strongly recommended that adequate levels of spare parts for
the 3"/50 caliber RFTM batteides be maintained on service vessels, and at re~
pair activities in the WESPAC area., In this respect, the significance of the
provision of an essentially complete commissioning allowance cannot be over-
stressed. It is believed that all activities connected with the original out-
fitting of ships should give this item muech greater priority than it has
customarily allotted, In additon to the previously mentioned spares, the
following parts are considered critical due to their compartively high breakage
rates

(a) Shell support latch, rear FC 611250

(b) Stud, shell support latch PC 611255

(¢) Cam, breech opening FC 365243-1
(d) Tray finger mechanism,

adjusting end PC 610869-1
(e) Shaft, operating PC 510722-1
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Of the above items, the first four were also recommended for increased
allowances in the letter mention in subparagraph (b) of part (1) above.

The operating shaft-item 5 above -~ was last reordered 1 October, 1951, and
the Ordnance Stock Office, Washington, D.C, has indicated that the tentative
delivery date for this item is 1 March 1952,

b. Performance of Aircraft Ordnance Equipment,

(1} Bomb vanes breaking loose from the hold down =ollars due to poor
spot. welds continuve, BuOrd has directed using MOJFAL or AN-MOPPAL type vene.
It is strongly recommended that this type vaie be made available in quantiliies
38 soon as rossible,

(2) Due to the great velume of muniticns handled to date, bomb hand ';ing
equipment has been subject to considerable wear, Spare straps for MK 1 ski.s
and eccentric binders for 250 CP bomb adapters are urgenty needed, Requests
for these items have been sutmitted, It is recommended that a 100% spare siran
allowance be established,

(3) No. 1 upper scage 16,000 1b, bomb elevator has 1,211 operating
hours and requires constent maintenance, The instruction manual received from
BuShips lacks the necessary drawings and wiring diagrams required for proper
maintenance of this elevator. It is strongly recormmended that these drawings
and diagrams showing incorporated changes be made available am soon as possible,

(L) A small percentage of 1,000 1t GP, 250 1b. GP, and 100 1lb. GP
bombs with bent and flattened lugs and broken and frozen noseplugs have been
received aboard, It is irpossible to hang or fuze bombs in this condition.
More careful inspection of bombs on the replenishment ship is recommended.

(5) Preheated gasoline (heated by steam heater constructed aboard) for
mixing napalm is being used in cold wegther with good results.

(6) The following is a complete list of hung ordnance experienced
during this period:

3 = 250 1b, GP bombs on MK 55 bomb racks; cause, defective rack,
2 -~ 250 1b, GP bombs on MK 55 bomb racks; cause, undetermined.

2 - 260 1b fRAG on MK 55 bomb racks; cuase undetermined,

3 - 250 GP bombs on MK 55 bomb rack; cuase, frozen racks.

1 -~ 1000 CP bomb on MK 51 bomb raék; cause, frozen rack

1 - 500 1b GP bomb on MK 51 bomb rack; cause, MK 8 shackle release,
mechanism jammed by loose desconnected plug.

1 - 250 1b GP on Aero 1l4A bomb rack; cause, electrical cannon
plug inside Aero 14A launcher separated in flight,

S 6




PART IV BATTLE DM. | DECLASS’HED

l. Ship

a. During the period of November 22-28, minor structural failures were
discovered and repairs made by the ship's force. The damage was caused from
working of the ship in heavy seaways, and s enumer~ied below:

(1) Qamage Control Void, A-50-V, developed a 35 inch split seam alcan
the after top edge of the sea chest,

(2) Chain Locker, A $01-E, developed a 14 inch fracture in strake No, =
on the port side of the chain locker,

(3) Passageway, A-205~1L, developed a fractured butt weld on the lonci-
tudinal beam at frame 27 on the starboard side of the 2nd deck. The beam al=o
slightly buckled between frames 27 and 28, and between frames 23 and 24.

(4) The Forward Peak Tanks.,

(a) A-1-W had deck slightly buckled between frames 1 apd 4 at the
third bottom level,

(b) A-2-W had lengitudinal amd vértical stiffners were slightly
buckled at frames 7 and 8,

(¢) A=701-W had the transverse bulkhsad slightly buckled betws:n
frames 10 to 1l4.

(5) Bosn's Stare, A~h01~A: and A-501-A had the deck buckled at frame 8,

(6) Four (4) roller curtains were damaged on the morning of the 26th
when a series of three waves hit the port side of the ship betwsen frames .
70 and 100, while making a turn to the starboard, Three of the roller curtains,
between frames 83 and 94, were torn from the forward roller tracks but were not
ruptured, The roller curtains were shored to prevent further damage until re-
pairs were accomplished,

2. Damage Infliéted on the Enemy.
See enclosure (1) A

3,.. Damage inflicte on ESSEX aircraft.
See enclosure (1)

PART V PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES:
1., Performance.

Under the present heavy workload of continuous operations, the performance
of all personnel has been excellent and morale has been a factor requiring no
special attention, : ,
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2. Casualties, , ~ DECLASSIFIED
a, Ship's company,
- There were no casualties to ship's company personnel.
b. Air Group FIVE |
Casualties in Air Group FIVE are as follows:

BRYANT, W. A., Jr, LT 442481, USN, Lost in crash after takeoff,
HALE, E, B. LTJG 5M261 USNR Lost in action,

There were no woumded or missing,
PART VI COMMENTS,
l. Engineering

~ a, The Engineering Department experienced no casualties during this
operational period,

-

b, Recommendations,
(1) Roller Curtains; shoring of.

In order to expedite the shoring and strengthening of the roller
curtains during periods of heavy seas, ship's force plans to install clips
on the vertical curtain guides to faciliate the installation of shoring timbers.

(2) Whip Antenna Counterweights.

The counterweights of the forward whip anternas, frumes 48 and 53
starboard, which extend down approximately four feet below the antenna plat-
form, have been damaged by the burtoning lines on several occasions. In order
to avoid future damage to these counterweights, ship's force intends to modify
the weights on antennas #2-2, and #2-3 so that they can be swung up out of the
way during replenishment. This will be accomplished by removing cne bolt from
the weight support and replacing it with a removable pin. The weight can then
be pivoted around the remaining bolt, and pulled up by a lanyard.

c. Steaming Data,

(1) For the period 1 November to 30 November, inclusive,

Miles steamed 7959
L Fuel 0il received from tankers 1,631,134 gal.
Fuel 0il delivered to destroyers 153,172 gal.

Fuel 0il consumed by USS ESSEX (underway) 1,631,134 gal.
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Fuel 0il consumed by USS ESSEX (archored) 73,650 gal ,
Average speed 16:3 kriots.

(2) For the period 1 December to 1 Deceiber; inclusives:

Miles steamed 5437145
Fuel 0il received from tankers 816,703
Fuel 0il deliveréd to destroyers 165 ;004
Fuel 0il consumed by USS ESSEX (underway) — 808;850

Average Speed 16441 Knots

2, AIR DEPARTMENT

a, Catapult and Arresting Gear.

During the peried of this report, catapult and arresting gear operatic:s
were noymdl with the following exception, ©n 12 December, during a pre-dawn
night heckler launch off the port catapult, both catapult hooks tore completely -
out of an AD~4Q aircraft, The failure eccured almost immediately after firing
the catapult and the pilot stopped the plane sbout halfway down the catapult
track, There was no failure of either the bridle, or of bridle tensioning.
Catapult pressure was 1500 psi and wind over the deck approximately 35 knotss -
The gross weight of the plane wes dpproximately 17,500 lbs. Cause: of the
failure has not as yet been detemined, RUDM's will be sulmitted by VF-54

b, Flight Deck Operations,

The complement of aircraft aboard this vessel during the first threeé
weeks of operations in this period averuged 77, This had several adverse effects
on overall effid¢iency of flight @eck operations, 4dditional planes had teo
be carried on the flight deck, resulting in a #reduction of the bomb load on AD
aireraft by 1,000 1bs. due to the shorter take-off run available. Duds were
handled with difficulty because of lack of dud space on the flight znd hangar
decks, During the latter part of the period this particular problem was allevi-
ated somewhgt by launching 17 jet aircraft and an average of 12 to 14 propeller
aircraft. The requirement that the ship be able to recover six planes besides
its complement could not be met without parking three aircraft on the No, 5
and No, 6 barriers., While maintaining a "ready deck" with 77 planes aboard,
the hangar deck was two blocked and maintenance of aircraft, especially Jets,
suffered due to the aircraft being spotted very close together in all bays.,

Replacement of AD-4 with 4D-2 aircraft has resulted in manufacturidg
of six "E" type tow bars during this period. There are now a iotal of twelve
aboard, six on the hangar deck, and #ix on the flight deck.

During this period, it has become necessary to increase the number of
tie~downs on aircraft because of higher winds and heavier seas., Hurricane
cables are mut on the planes almost every night in addition to the normal
16 point tie~down. It has been necessary to order additional moering assemblies
(come-alongs) in order to faciliate, securing of aircraft.

o ’ - 1
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ce Operating Data for November and December 1951

1-30 November 1-14 December

Arrested Landings : 702 : T4
Catapult Shots %starboard) ' 156 225
Catapult Shots (port) 179 ‘ ‘219
Gasoline, (gallons) 358,635 462,504
Lub0il, Symbol 1100 1,800 2,513
Lub0il, Symbol 1010 1,528 L, 586

3. NAVIGATION

A series of radar pepeatersaope photographs were taken during the ship's
departure from Yokosu.., .apan, A study of these photographs revealed numerous
targets especially suitable for radar navigation, These photographs, properly
notated to identify the targets, will be used when planning to make an entry
or departure under low visibility conditions.

L, AIR OPERATIONS
" a, Racon

One change was made to the wiring for the Racon (AN/CPN-6) gear. Since
the controls for starting and stopping were located, along with the equipment,
‘at the 010 level, there was considerable delay in assuming the guard and no
assurance that the gear was operating, Two of the four (4) unused wires in the
YE control box, which is located in AirOps were connected to a switch and light
and mounted on the YE control box.in AirOps, The upper ends of the wires are
-connected to the Racon, It is now possible to turn on the Racon from Air
Bperations, and the glowing light indicates that the gear is operating.

b. Radio Homer

Steps are being taken to construct an automatic keying device for the
"Bird Pog" or radio homer., There appears to be no device furnished to ships
for this purpose. Ship's in the past either constructed their own, or were
forced to have a radio man available the entire day for this purpose.

If this device proves successful, Air Operctions will have control
of the YE, Racon, and the Radio Homer, the three required for navigational
purposes, all centrally located in Air Opcrations Spaces.,

5, COMMUNICATIONS:
a, CW Circuits,

During the third period for the ESSEX in the Korean operating area,
no new communications problems were encountered. The situation in regard
to radio CW circuits has remained unchanged., This command forwarded a re-
commendation via the Task Force commander. suggesting that the area commander
reassign frequencies for both the CW and voice circuits with JointOperations / ()
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Center, Korea (guarded by 5th AF HQ, Korea), It was recommended that another
davlight frequency for CW (retaining the present frequency for night trans-
missions), and a new night frequency for the voice circuits be assigned.

be Tactical Circuits.

The disadvantage of employing the secondary tactical (radio-telephone)
frequency for other purposes (screen common, administrative, and gunfire control
has continued to lessen the effectiveness of this circuit, particularly when
the circuit has had to be used in lieu of the primary tactical frequency as
during periods of operational maintenance, ‘

© Ce Interference

During this period, attempts have been made to eliminate interference
on both tactical circuits as a result of "splash-over" of the VHF frequency
employed for air strike control, By interchanging receiver equipments, and
thus shifting associated receiver antenna leads, some improvement has Been-
noted, Interchanging crystals within (TDQ Model) transmitters has also been
effective in reducing a portion of the interference, This problem is a part
in reducing a portion of the interference, This problem is a part of the
over-all program of shipboard radio interference reduction to be completed
prior to the ship's next yard availability. ~

d. Ratt

Encouraging results have been obtained in radioteletype communications
for this period, DUPLEX operations with NDT and Com7thFlt have been very satis-
factorv for the first time since the ESSEX reported to the Operating Area,

The circuit assigned exclusively to the task force flagship for ship/shore
radioteletype has proved highly satisfactory, although it appears that in the
near future this egrcuit will be shared again with another task force command
(CTF 95 when at sea)., For a carrier flagship, sharing the circuit has one out-—
" standing disadvantage of limiting time on the air to the extent that, combined
with outeges due to atmospherics, the value of radioteletype for clearing the-
heavy volume ofshj_p/shore tarffic is consider bly reduced, The disadvantage
arises primarily from the loss of transmitting time resulting from periods

when antennas must be "de-energized" for flight, fueling, and arming operations.

e, Facimile

Facsmile ashedules with the Radio Photo Unit stationed at NPG were
highly satisfactory during this period. Prints of photo coverage of the visit
of front-line G.I.!'s to the ship over Thanksgiving have been retumed to the
ship and help to establish the value of this type of transmission for public
information and morale purposes. ‘

f. Personnel.

" With the release to inactive duty and transfer of both officer and en-
11sted personnel, communications will be hardest hit in the cryptoboard and

signal iEM) sections. - For ships reporting to the operating area, ) “
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it is again emphasized that personnel needs must be anticipated as far in advance
as possible, In any event the training program must be of such a nature as

to provide replacements for key personnel who are for one reason or another
transferred from the command,

6. LOOKOUTS

The Lookout Division has been undergoing vigorous training., In addition
to regular classes in recognition, sound-powered telephone talker procedures,
and duties and responsibilities of lookouts, the men are also studying for
rates which they will strike when transferred to a division of their choosing,
The procedure has been established for the majority of seamen and seamen
apprentice reporting aboard to be assigned to the Lookout Division, By
doing this, the men have two to three months in the division during which
time they can observe the duties of various rates on board and decide for
which division they would be best adapted, This procedure is followed
insofar as possible,

All men assigned to the division undergn eye examinations prior to
agsignment, All must have 20-20 vision and normal color perception to qualify
for assignment. This requirement was made necessary because too many man
were found with defective vision when the Lookout Division was first formed,

7. AIRBORNE EARLY WARNING.

The PO equipment has been used to advantage to give the ship's CIC a
bird!'s eye view of the Task Force and surrounding area, Surface contucts
consisting of three or more ships have been detected at ranges of over 990
miles from the ASP aircraft, Single ships to a slightly lesser range have
been detected depending upon ASP altitude and atmospheric conditions,

The PO picture has also been used to determine wind direction, as well
as to show a plane view of weather build-ups in the task force area,

At times, the relayed AN/APS-20A4 FPI picture has been able to supply
excellent information on air contacts, Despite the low altitude of the aSP
aircraft it has picked up returning strikes and jet CAP at altitudes over
20,000 feet as a result of reflection from the water,

8, AIR INTELLIGENCE.

Air GroupFIVE has now completed three full months in the Korean Operating
Area using the original charts issued covered with frisket paper. As far as can
be determined the charts show all indications of being fully useable for
another operating period.
9. PHOTOGRaHMY,

a. K~25 Strike Photography.

K~25 damage assessment photography posed several probiems, }:2\
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These have been ironedsout, in part, through pilot orientation and through
continued maintenance,

Pilots, understandably, have a tendancy to use a mounted camera much
the same as a gun. Use of the K-25 must be much more precise than gunnery
in order to achieve clear sharp pictures, The aircraft must, at the time
the camera is energized, be completely free of any forces acting upon it,
The target must be sighted dead on and approached directly along a tangent
which will render the camera less efficient, Maneuvers such as "pull outs"
sweep the ground area across the field of view at a high rate. This coupled
with the forces acting upon the camera creates undesirable results. Acoeleratic:
in a dive also creates a negative force which acts directly agalnst the cameras
weakest point,

The pressure plate in the K-~25 is the primary weak spot when the camera
is mounted in an aircraft, It is forced downward by cem action to hold the
£ilm flat and free of flutter, Flat springs act as a buffer to the cam action
and also distribute the action evenly upon the plate, The springs, while of
sufficient strength under free operation, are not strong enough to oppose
the afore mentioned forces.

The shutter mechanism is a closely arranged mechanism and poses another
problem, that of maintenance, Vibration of the aircraft when the camera is
tripped bounces the parts so that their swing is not always 90° from their
pivot points. When this occurs, breakage is almost certain to result.

It should be noted that guns must not be fired luring camera operation. The
laboratory has had to repair at least one camera a day and usually two or-
three, During the first month of usage the cameras showed no tendsncy toward
breakages, The second and third month breakages at an increasing rate. The
following is recommended:

1, Maintain close contact with the pilots using these cameras, Their
compkete understanding of the problems and techniques is of primary importance.

2. Carry spare parts for the K-25 shutter, i

3. Make slight machining alterations on shutter parts,

L Include a qualified camera repairman in ship's company.
- RECORD OF K~25 STRIKE PHOTO VF-5.

16 November through 11 December 1951

Rolls taken - 58
Total Possible exposures - 1375
Total Exposures taken 1132
Total usable exposures. 694,
Total unsuable exposures « LO7
‘Total prints filed 124

Ay 13




Rolls not used due to poor techniques 4

Prints made 8 x 10 1736 DECLASS\HED

b. GOPYING, USING PAPER NHGATIVES

A large number of copies are being produced by the use of paper negatives,
Sensitized material used for the paper negatives is standard stock enlarging
paper, contrasts O through 4. For the reproduction of photographs and outdoor
photographs contrasts No, 2 has been found satisfactory, For reproduction
of charts, line maps, and drawings contrast No. 4 has been found satisfactory,
Outdoor exposure in bright sunlight, with contrast No, 2 is approximately 1/50
sec at F 4,5. Copy work with two No, 2 photo-flood lamps is approxmately 25
sec, at F 22, After the paper negative is developed, fixed, and washed it is
dried on the glossy print dryer in thé cotiventional manner as S.W. glossy prints;

Since recommissioning the photographic laboratory has been required t.o
produce a large number of reproductions., Many of these reproductions required
only a few copies with no use for the negatives, A large number of these = -
reproductions have been of charts, drawings and sheets of figures whereby
computations would have to be checked if produced in any other manner. A paper
negative may be made, developed, fixed, washed, dried and ready for printing in
approximately 30 minutes., Regular negative material requires a much longer
time for processing unless given special handling,

Paper negatives are easy to handle, inexpensive and have been found very
satisfactory for training photographic strikers in the operation of various
ground cameras, The material may be handled under a yellow safelight whereby
the beginner may follow the process, The major difference between the paper
negatives and film is the sensitivity or speed.

¢, PHOTOGRAFHY PRODUCTION RECORD

Third operating period 17 November through 1l December 1951

Total number of photographic missions flown 41
Total number of rolls filed 49
Average number of exposures per roll L, 70
Total number of negatives used v 3,647
Tota.l number of prints made 37,924 .
" Running Time
Average time to develop and wash film figured on
52 rolls, : 65 Min 1 Hr 5 Min,
Average time to dry film, figured on 52 rolls 36 Min 1 Hr 41 Min,
Average time for first set of grease pencll marked prints
delivered to P,I, Officer. ‘ 60 Min 2 Hr 41 Min,

Average time to mark one (1) roll of film (computed from
time of delivery to film marking, to time- returned for
- distribution. printing) 117 Min.4 Hr 38 Min,
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Average time for set of marked prints to Flag (after

receiving marked film from film marking) " 124 Min 8 Hr 22 Min

Average time for set of marked prints to P,I, Officer
(after receiving marked film from film marking) 133 Min 8 Hr 31 Min

A1l work completed and ready for mailing by 1000 the following day.

PRODUCTION AECORD FOR 1st, md and 3rd OP:RATING PERIODS, 24 AUGUST THROUGH
11 DECEMBER 1951,

Total number of missions flown 171
Total number of rolls filed : 260
Total number of negatives used 14,726
Total number of prints made 136,173 .

Average number of exposures per roll 563

’W%&Z 7%/5«/«— ——

AUSTIN W. WHEELOCK

Copy to:
CNO (Advance, airmail) (2)
COMAIRPAC (Advance, aimail) (2)
CINCPACFLT (Advance, aimail) (2)
COMCARDIV ONE
. COMSEVENTHFLT
COMNAVFE
COMCARDIV THREE -
COMCARDIV FIVE
USS BOXER (CV-21)
USS FRINCETON (CV-37) :
USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-47)
USS VALIEY FORGE (CV-45)
USS BON HOMME RICHARD (CV-31)
USS ANTIETAM (CV-36)
USS KEARSAGE (CV~37)
cVG 5 (5)
cvG 11
cVG 15
CVG 101
T CVG 102
AIR TASK GROUP ONE




USS ESSEX (QVg)
“¢/6 Fleet Post Office = - BRI
San Francisco, Calif, . - = - »,CVé/Aléale”
: BRI Serial: 021
L4 February 1952

DECLASSIFIED w1
; L&SIS haWON | | | OOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:

C DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
From: Commanding Officer - DOD PIR 520040
Tos Chief of Naval Cpera ions '
" Via: (1) Commander Carrier Division CNE
(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet
(3) Commander Naval Ferces, Far Fast
(4) Commander in Chief, U,S. Pacific Fleet

Subj: Action Report for the period 13 December 1951 to 3 February 1952

Ref: (a) OpNav Instruction 3430,k

%

Encls: (l) Carrier Air Group FIVE Action Report, 13 December 1951 - 3
February 1952, P f)ﬂ 1‘
W

1., In accordance with reference (a), the action report for the rericd 13
Lecember 1951 to 3 February 1352 is herely surmitted,

FART I COMFOSITICN OF CWil FCRCES AND MISSION:

a, At various times during the period of this report, Task Force 77 was
composed of the following units: USS ESSEX (CV9), ComCarDiv CNE, RaDM J..
FERRY, USN embarked, US VQMLEY FORGE (bVAS), ComCarle FIiVE, RADM Foe Wo Me-
MAHON, USN embarked, USS ANTIET«M (CV36), USS ROCHESTER gwl%), USS ST PAUL

C‘&73), ComCruDiv Chb RAIM E, E. STONE, USN, extarked, USS MaNCHESTER (CL83)
and wnits of De%troyer Division 12, 31, 72, 91, %2, lll 122, 132, 131, 151,
152, 171, 172, and Escort Destroyer Division 11, 12, . . o S

b. Purlng the subject reriod, the USS ESSEX (CV9) operated off the East~
coast of Korea in accordance Wluh CTF 77 Operations Crder £2-51 (1st & 2nd
revisions), plus supp*emenua; p¢ans and orders issued during uhe perlod

The mission of TF 77 was prilarlly to support the United Nations ground
feregs in Korea. The support missions included close support, deep support,

armed and photog.arhic reconnaissance, interdiction of enemy supp*y llnes, and
strikes against eneny 1nstallatﬂors. e

FART IT CHRONOLGG_'

13 December ZEnroute from operating area to Iokosq&a, Japan in acpordance w1th
CTF 77 dispatch 1005407 Tec,

14 December‘,l510 moored port side to, PledmontyPier; Yokosuxa, Japan,

15-25Dec,  Yard availability, rest, and recreation period, training and 1
ugkeep, Yokosuka, Japan. : i
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26 December

27 Decerter

28 December

29 December
30 December

31 Ilecember

1 January 52
2 Jaﬁuary

3 January

L January

5 January
6Jamay
7 Jaﬁuary

8 January

9 January.

- S 2

Jnderway Yokosuka, Japan for operatlng area i accordance with

CTE 77.04 dispatch 2301A0a Dec,

Prqceedlng to operatlng area.
Conducted refresher Air Operations, Joined Task Force 77 RalM -
J. FERRY, USN, Commander Carrier Division ONE, relieved RADM

F. W. McMaHON, uowmander Carrler Division FIVE aS OTC,
Corducted Alr Operations;
Conducted Air Cperatiors,

Task Force replenished, The following message was received

from Commander SEVENTH Fleet addressed to Cormander Task Force
SEVENTY-SEVER, M"YOUR STELLAR TFERFORMANCE CF YESTCRDAY, ESPECTALLY
THAT COF ESSEX aIR GROUP FIVS IN kiilhu 123 RaIL CUTS, WAS A FIT-
TING CLIMAX 70 THE YEARS VCRK WHICH Ha3 SEEN TASK “OHCU 77 HITTING
THE ENEMY FROM THE BC MELIhm TC RASHIN X MY WISH FCA THE NEW YEAR
I8 THAT YOUR EFFCRTS WILL CONTINUE WITH EVEN GREATER SUCCESS alND
THUS HaSTEN THE VICTCRY WHICH Wi 4Ll SEREK X VaDM ﬂARTIN SENDS

Condusted 4ir Operations.
Conducted Air Cperations.,

A 20mm gun installed in a F2H Banshee accidentally discharged
due to a broken breech block lock and air pressure loss,.  Five

men were wounded when the high explosive shell hit a FOF Panther

2nd exploded, Four men were listed as nou serious and orie was
listed as critical,

Task Force replenished,

Conducted Air Cperatiors., The following message was received

from Cormander SEVENTH Fleet addressed to CTF 77 "IHE MORE RED YOU
PUT CN CTR INTERDICTICN CH&RT THE LESS RED AICE AND AMMO GET TO
ITS LESTINATION X TODAYS PICTU. £ IS THE MOST SATISFYING YET X
KEEP UP THE GOCD WOK X VaDM MARTIK SERDS™ '

Conducted Air Operatiors. 0745 F9F BEWO.‘123532 crashed over
enemy terrluory - exploded on impact., Probable cause AA fire,
Pilot (ENS. J. H. RIPKELTCN) 1isted as killed in aotion,

- Task Force rep’enlﬁhed

Conducted Air Operatlons.

' Gonducted dr O,erations. 1145 iD3 BUNO, 122750.crashed over

snemy terrltory —~ expoloded on impact.. Probable cause 44 fire,
Pilot (ENS R. G. KELIX) listed as kllled in action. :
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 DECLASSIFIED

Task Foree replenished,

Conducted Air Oyefétions.“'1235‘~‘AD BUNO, 122339 was seen to épin
and crash shortly after takeoff. After a normal carrier takeoff.
plane jettisoned l-one thousand pound bomb then clinbed abruptly’

- to an extimated 3C0 feet, made three shallow turns to the right,

the last turn steenenlng into a nose down diving spiral,  The plane
sank immediately after striking the water, Two helicopters condusted
a fruitless search for the pilot, No radio transmissions were re-—
ceived from the pilot at any time, Cause unknown.. Pilot (LTJG

Jo H, GOLLIZR) listed as killed in the line of duty.

Conducted Air Operations,.

Conducted alr Op rations, Captain Wallbx F, ROLEE, U3N, relieved
Captain AUSTIN W, WHEELOCK, USN, as Commanding Officer of the USS
ES38X (CV9)., The following hescage was rocelved from Captain

. WHEELOCK addressed to Commander Air Group FIVE "UPON BEING nLIEVED -

AS COMMANDING CFFICa.. UF THb ~53mK I WIsk Tv CCHNVEY MY DEEP ATPRE™
CIATION FOR THE uUTb hNJIL: ACCCMFLISEMENT OF AIR GROUP FIVE X
YCUR SUFERB I' ?CnMAuCE HAS BEEN 4 CvITINGAL S0URCE CF INSFPIRATION
TO ME aND THE OFFICERS AND MEN CF THE ®8SEX X I wiSh YOU THZ BEST
CF LUCK FOR THE FLF;AL AND GOOD HUNTING X SIGNFD CAPTAIN AUSTIN W,
WHEELOCK™

1210, F4U EUKC. 64982 hit by A4 fire, ditched 5 miles Bast Mayang-
Do, Pilot (ENS E. R. HAARIS) plcked up by USS FORTEAFIEID, . No ir-
Jurles =us+a3ned

Conducted Air Operations.’

Conducted Air Cperations, The following message was received from

Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN =ddressed to Task Force SEVENTY-

SEVEN, "COMNAVFE 1402122 QUOTED FCR INFC QUOTE SUCCEQQWUL CPERaTICNS
T4SK FORCE SZVENTY-SEVEN ON 5 CMA é aND & JANU&RY IN DESTROYING

HEAVILY DEFENDED KBEY RATIL aND HIGHWAY BRIDGES WEST OF YaNGDCK
"MOST GRATIFYING X SFECIAL PHEDAVN CFSRATIONS 12 JANUARY NETTING 2

TOCCHOTIVES AND 36 RAIL CARS DESTROYED AND 2 ACDITIONAL LOCOFOTIVES
DaMAGED 4lSO NOTED '.ITH PLLaSbRE X CONSIDER SUCCESS THESE OPAdATICONS

REFLECT ASTUTE TLANNING AD SKILLFUL EXSCUTION BY COMMANDER T45K

FORCE SEVENTY-SEVEN 45 M TI. 58 QUTSTANDING PERFCRMANCES BY als
GROUP PERSCONNEL X WELL DONE X VaDM G, T. JOY SENDS UNGUOTE X THE

. FLANNING REFILECTS THE COMBINED KNOVLEDGE aND BXPELIENCE CF BOTH

STAFF AND FLIGHT Pii @w\LXﬁ%oMWHTH%WWDEYﬂEBMWﬁNm@'

X ORTNANCE AND FLIGHT DECK CHEWS MaDE IT FOSSIBLE X THE CONTINUED
PERFOMANCE OF TASK FORCE 77 SUFFORT: AND SCREEN VESSELS TFERMITS
CdLDUI ING OPERATICNS CF TEIS NaTURE UHENEVER A OFFCRTUNITY 15

CFFERED!

1125 4D BUNO. 122313 hit by A4 fire, ditched in Wonsan Harbor.“
Filot (LT F. J. PEENDERGAST) plcyed up bv U3s MACKbNZIE,
injuries sustained, ,

{ =
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16 Jaruary Conducted Air Operations.‘ o
17 January Task Force repleniéhed.:

18 January Conducted Alr Operations

19 January Conducted &ir Cperations, 1350. F2H BUNO. 124945 crashed over
enemy territory — expleded on impact. Probable cause 44 fire,
Pilot (MaJOR F, N, McCyLIUM, USAF exchange pilot serving in VF 172)
listed as killed in action.

20 January Task Force replenished,

21 Jarnuary Conducted Air OCperations. The following message was received from
Comrnander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN addressed to the ESSEX and )
ANTIZTAY., "WELL DONE TO BOTH CeAiJERS FOR THEIR WCRK TCD4Y WHILE WE
REGRET IOSING AN a2LE DOG, WISCONSIN'S WINDMILL MaDE N EXCELLENT
RESCUE X HuRE IS ThE SCC:E WITH NIGHT HECKLEZERS STILL OUT, RaIL CUTS
137 BRIDGES 5 DESTROYED 2 DaMaGED X RR CaRS 6 DESTRUYED 32 DaMaGED
X LOCOMOTIVES 2 DeMAGED X BYPaSSES 2 DESTACYED X TROCPS 15 KILLED™

22 January Conducted &ir Cperations. 1CC5 FALU BUNO, 43033 hit by enemy AA fire,
Prilot (LTJG J. ABECTIT) bailed out 20 miles South of Hungnam, was
picked up by ROCHESTZR helicopter and transferred to Yokosuka Naval
Hospital for treatment, 1015 F4U BUNO, 62943 crashed in enemy
territory, Tilot (LTJG E. V, LANEY) in attempting to drop a life
raft to ROCHESTLR helicopter crewmen in water fouled tail of plane
with raft causing crash ~ pilot picked up by ROCHESTER helicogpter,
no injuries sustained. ‘1225, AD4 BUNO, 122807 crashed in Wonsan
Harbor, Probable cause enemy AA fire, Pilot (CDK P, N. GRAY)
ricked up by CIE 95,21. Yo injuries sustained,

23 - January Conducted Air Cperations,

‘ZA Jahuary'Task Force rerlenished,,

25 January air Operations cancelled due to weather.

26 January Conducted Air Operations, FOF BUNO, crashed in Wonsan Harbor,
Probable cause enemy A4 fire, Pilot (LTJG L. K. CHESHIRE),listed
as killed -in action. s N ’ '

27 January Conducted Air Opcrations,

28 January Task Force replenished,

29 January Conducted Air'Operations.

30 Janeary Conducted Air Operations. 1025, 4D BUNO, 122325 ditched in Wonsan
Harbor, Provable cause prop failure, Filot {(CDa P. N, GFAY) picked
up by the USS TWINING (DD 540), ro injuries sustained. The following)u

message was received from Commander SEVENTh Fleet "THE OUTSTANDING . j

PR )
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- FERFORMANCE OF ESSEX <D HER IR GROUP DWRING THE PAST OP-HATING
FERIO) HAS JENDERED TELLING BLOWS AG4INST THE ENEMY X ELL DONE X
VDM MnnTIN ‘

31 Januafy Conducted Adr 0peration53

1 February Task Force replenished., Lth RADM ¥, W, MGMAHON USN, ComCarDiv
FIVE, relieved RxDM J. "®RRY.,, USN, ComCarDiv Ohb as CIF 77,
1330 Took departure TF /¢ proceedlng ta Yokosuka, Japan with Com- -
CarDiv ONE embarked, in accordance with CTF 77 2909082 FEB,

2 February Proceeding to Yokosuka, Japan.

3 February 0545. Arrived Yokosuka, Japan for fest, recreation and yard avail—_
ablllty. :

PA4RT ITI ORDNANCE: | | .

1, Expenditure of Air Crdénance,
See enclosure (1)

2, Expenditure of Ship's Crdnance for training,
a, For the period 13-31 December 1951: None
b, For the peried 1-31 Jamuary . 1952: None
¢, For the period 1-3 February 19%52: Norne - , .

3, Comments on Performance of Crdnance,

a. Performance of Ship's Ordnance Equipment: The'performancé of ship's"
ordnance equipment was satisfactory,

PAIT IV BATTIE DAMAUJ.“" L,
"1, Ship

a, On-26 and 27 December enroute to the combat yone the-ship sustained
minor structural darages as a result of heavy seas as follows: '

(1) Three 3"/50 ready boxes were torn from their bases on the fore-
castle./ All were recoverad :

(2) Four life rafts were carriOd aﬂay off the port, side fo“ward. )

(3) The starboard ’orward boat boom was broken, only elght feet re-
re'ralne:da i : : / v

(4) Framing on.+he main and second decxs (frame 20 to. 26) was dlstorted
due to heavy seas hitting the flare of the sh*p.

(5) Indentations were made in the ship's hull on the port side at frame p
7 and the deck derressed at. frame ® (Compt A-Acl—a). , o )

‘*"llllllllll-l‘ R L:; ,k,ﬂA ‘fd‘hﬁ;l_"""
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(4) The- port correr of the spray shield around Secondary ﬂonn was forced 
up and kack: approx1mately elght inches, o .

(7) The gasollne llne, port side frame 20 CI deck was crushed.
be On 4 January a welded seam opened in the sea chest of 4-50V, fiooairg
the void with 22 feet of water, This same seam had b=ep opened on 22 November

1951, Repairs were made” b] thp s Force,

2. Damage Inflicted on the Enemy.
See enclosure (1)

2+ Damage Inflicted on ESSEX aireraft,
See enclosure (1)

PAKT V PeiASONNEL FERFORMANCE aND CaSUALTIZS:

- 1. Performance,

Under the heavy workload of continuous operations, the performance of all
personnel has been excellent and morale has been a faotor requiring no speeial
attention,

2, Casualties,
a, uhlp s Company
Cn 3 January 1352 the fo¢low1ng men were wounded as a result of shrapnel
and flying debris caused by the accidental disecharge of a 20MM automatic gun in .

a F2H Banshee aircraft,

FERRIER, C.- L, G526 99-80, SN, USNR, Multiple shrapnel wounds, back with R
traumatic section spinal cord, Flaced on sick and eritical list..

LECKLEY, A. D. 422 02 57, 44, USN, Shrapnel wound, left leg, Wound

VdPeSbed ard returned to duty. 7 ' ~

LaMBTAT, G, D. 571 78 80, Sa, USN, Shrapnel wounds, left elbow and right.
buttock, Flaced on sick list, not serious, :

LEARY, M, M, 755 7% 85, AFaN, USN, Shrapnel wound, right foream, right
buttock and right knee, Flaced on Svi llS £, rot serlous.

WOODSIDE, J, B, 342 85 27, 402, USN Shrapnel wounds multiple right leg
from hip to ankle, Placed on sick 1ist, Not serious, . e L

b, iir Group FIVE |
" See enclosure (1)

L AN




PART V1 CCME ﬁa*wrs‘i :

1. ﬂnoinecring Department

a. The Enalneerino Department experienced no canualties durlno this
operational perlod. ‘ S . :

b. Recormendations,
None

~co Steaming Data .
15-21 Dec 51 1-31 Jan 52 1-3 Feb 52

Miles steamed 2,502 11,30¢.8 1134.2

Fuel Oil Received 772,192 gal, 1,588,469 243524

Fuel 0il Delivered ID's 82,536 7al, 163,651 - 28,644

Fuel Consumed (underway) 42’7 700 gal, 1,641,000 194,450

Fuel 0i1 consumed {anchored) 73,060 gal, = - - - - .
Average Speed 18,2 knots 15,2 knots 19.4 ‘ ‘
Hours Underway 132 744 - 57.8

2, Adr Devartment
a, Catapult and Arresting Gear

During the period of this repert Catapult and Arresting gear op-
erations were normal with the following_exceptions:

The platform for Nos, 5 barrier ailr cyllnder, located within the is-
land structure aft (Repair V111 locker) was reinforced with walded 1/4 inch
‘plate. The platform, constructed of two 1/4 inch plates, is welded boxlike
at the deck-bulkhead seam, Jith movement of the air cylinder both the bulk-
head ané deck plate would work, causiny a torsion of the platform, and cant-
~ing the air cylinder so that the plst?n rod wedged on the-slde of the cy—-
linder. As a result the barrier : ema+ned_aprroximately 10 to 12 inches a-
bove the deck. With additional bracing fere and aft, the twisting‘action
was eliminateds ' : :

During the.past six mon+hs of omera“ions it has bcen éete*mlned con-
clu51vely that the jet starting units, installed under *the edze of ‘he
flizht deck adjacent to the catanults, have not justified the space and
rainten~nce required by them. = At the heginning of this period the starter- S
units were used, hovever, several times planes could not be started when
the signal was 71v9n, but immediately after the launch were 1it of”‘satis~

fector11y with a starter, jeen,  "he use of the units vwas dlscontlnueﬂ due
to their extreme unr611ab111ty, and thereafter the dud nproblem was’ ﬂﬂeatly
recduced, tarter jeeps have since. been used eyc1u51vcly and there is rarely

any difficulty “n keeping the catanults "fed” in spite of the fact that the
jets are. started onlv 3-/ mlnutes before launch time, and +that during a - =
1é-nlane jet launch anywhere from 24 to 27 engines have to be started

Using the starter Jeeps, Jets can be. thrned up anywhere on +he fllcht or
-fhanuar deck S




of, éﬁprdf ,"teix 45 ieeﬁ ~dces pfé“ent ékpr0;
of ati FOF, if handied propefly.
island with the tail ocutbodrd,
placed on thé W, Felevator did ‘f gt

taken of ® onto the Khnzar deck, -The Eﬁnshéé,'hUWéfer,.me prbved to be an
exceptionaily reliable aircrafh and 4% is not Wnedtiion Yo have a run of
200 Bahshees-laundhed withouu~enconnterinr 4 dud,

Dnring this ¥our on the line, 4Evers cold wEather was ehcountered.
After three weeks of strch conditions it wag found neécessary to Fivé certaln
flight deck pérsonnel, esneclally plane directors, relief From all Guties
for a short period, usually 4F hours. With the flizht deck crew 25% under
cottpkethent, proportiocnately lonzer hours of work have been required of all
hends. Thisg, plus continued cold wéather and high winds acicss the flight
éeck have hastened fatigue, This wrachics (ehort relief from all Euties)
has paid big dividends in better leadership and hizher morale,

b, Opérating data for Décgmbér 1951 and January ahd February 1952.

15-31 Bec 131 Jan 1-3 Feb,
Arrested Landings 226 _ 1,929
Catanult Shots (starboarc) 62 541 None
Catanult Shots (port) 60 559
Gascline, (galloms) 131,762 gal, 1,074,687 3zal
Lub0il Symbol 1100 | 1,147,321, 4,583 gal -
LubOii Symbol 1010 248 gal, 5,37 2al
BubOil Symbol 1120 : 300 zal, 2,405 e
. Aleohol AN-A-2/ 15 7al. S —
Alcohol AN-A-17 _73 gal, 43 zal

- 3. Supply Department for the period.15-31 December 1951,

a.'Aviation Sfores : -

(1) No particular difflculties were experienced in obtalnlng aviation
stores material. «

, (2) Approximately 150 tons of‘aviation stores feprésenting.the last
“major replenishment of stock in thiSAarea were received,

be 'VGene*al Storeé

(1) Services rednered by the CASTOR, ELECTROI, Fleet Activities,
and CT% 92,5 were excellent during this neriod, The CAS™OR Was particularly
- outstanding due to the short period of time i% recuired to screen and fill
_7requistions. :

(2) Approximately 75 tons of JSK materials were receivcd.

A
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Co Ship’s Stores

" (1) During the inport’ perlod of 15-26 Decemb9¢, stores recelved from the
afloat activities were 39% of those ordered. The avallablllty of cobbler,

tailor, and laundry suprlies appears to be critical in this area, A4 fair
assortment of other standard items is still availasble, Additional requirements
rlaced on Fleet fLetivites resulted in 6% completion, ' :
(2) About é tons of stores were received dufing this period,
d. Clothing and Swall Stores
(1) Very few C&SS items were ordered during this pericd,
(2) 411 items were received with the exception of marks and service ‘

strlpes, size 32 dungaree% and ﬂork gloves, -

e, Commissary Cfficer

(1) No comments on services while in rort, Heplenishment at sea is
decidedly preferabtle to replenishment in port,

(2) Received 46 tons of provisions from USS GRaFFIAS and 16 tons from
Fleet Activities, Yokosuka for a total of €2 tons,

T, - Disbursing

(1) W2, 1040 and 1040A tax forms were ordered tut not procured from
sources in 'this area, No receipt transfers of cash while in port, Fifteen
deposit record books weres received by transfer from Fleet Activities Disbursing
Offlce. ” :

(2) Topnag@ not appllcable.

For the period 1 Jénuary to 15 January 1952.f

a;AAviation Stores

The perlod 1 Januany 1952 was critical for the AVlathn Stores Group.
The 180 day initial allowance of spare parts (approximately 18,000 items) -
insofar as high usage and critical items were concerned, stocxs were falrly
well exhausted by the end of November, 1951, although stocks were reorderpd
~as low limits were reached, 510 requlstlons were pending.on 15 January, re-
prosentlng about 1200 1tems due. Qf these 1200 items 19 were pendlnv on a .
Priority 4. ba51s for AOU alrcraft : :

Curing the first two weeks of January, 5 of the Prlorlty A 1tews were
received by CODFISH delivery, 'The oldest pending Priority A requ1st101 is dated .-
29 Noverber 1951, for a nose asqembly for an AD-ANI, APS-31 radome, stock nwmber
R82-DG~5320466-50, . Delivery is ;ndefinlte due to inability of centractor to
meet requirements because of tooling redesign, :




o Four i3 a*rcraft were 06 bccahse of the crltlcal short
stock’ nimber R87-ADD~-P100017. - Up to 1 Jamuary, 19 propeller changes had been
‘made on the ESSEX #D aircraft, with the 4 pending mexlng a totql of 23 to date. '34
abparently this reoulremept is unusually hlgh. S St S
Mutual support between the carrlers in the ooeratlng ares cont 1nued to

be of great value, No ship has failed to send over an #0G part, if available,
The importance of this informal souree of supply cannot be’ ov=r»Pmphasized ' i
-The last time the Aviation Stores Group was replenished at sea by the USS . (,)/
JUPITER (AVS-8) was on 25 October 1951, and we do not expect to replenish at, -
sea again until 31 Janusry 1952, chlenlokment at sea is advantageocus and

greater utilization of this method would improve deliveries of aviation parts
~which are most necessary at this time, particularly in view of the present ex-

tended peried of deployment of this ship, o

b, General Stores

(1) The sys+em of furnishing standard stock contirues to be excellent,
There has been no shortage of important items.

(2) Electronic and machinery spare parts are the most difficult to re-
place, Although replenishment sources have furnished available spares pronptly,
only about 30% of the items required can be obtained in NAVFE area. Replenlsh
ment from FHOCO is comparatively slow with the result that stocks on board. are
diminishing progressively, - ‘

(3) Through ths combined efforts of CTG 92,5 and CTA 2,1 to procure
critical spares; CODFISH air deliveries; and cooperation between all ships
in CTF 77 exchanging parts, we have had no major equipment shut down for lack
of spares, : : B S L R ple

(L) During the period which is covered by thls report the Shlp has
. been operating in a very cold climate, Experience during this time has.proven-. = . =z
that alll of the type of winterization equipment as allowed has been adequate, o
Considering that this ship is allowed 2,250 complste sea gutfits of clothing, -
it is suggested that specially consturcted storerooms be . prov1ded. This o
- would greatly fac111ta e issues and provide for better care of the clothing
while in stock, S ‘ i

c, Comrd SS&I:Y

, Cre hundred and sixteen tons of prov1q10ns were recblved from the USS
- F8LANIS (AF11) in lpss ‘than + two hoursy up to the present time atout 48,5 tons-
per hour was average, The serv1ce bds been satisfa actory except. for some of the
- Righly perishable fresh items such as leutuce, tomatoes and celery. It is

¥

suggested that the AF's notify shlps present when they take on their fresh

provjs1o*s so the larger ships could loai a month's snpp]y, thus allmlratlng

ey09551ve handlirg and- 150111uat1rg sortln of perlﬁbabLP items, - ) -

An 1temlz¢d llst of all prov1s*ons carrled oy the sunply ships wbuld be mutually ‘,;q

helpful, along with instructions on the most expedltlous means of replenishment,
~ such as, suggestive quantiti es, better time to ordgr, at sea or in port, and
it ers. that the »F would like to move, :




d Blsbur31ng?

The last detalls of the\trar i ‘
completed, Income tax forms, (W= 2) wltpholdlng Statemen
alstrlbut’on to all hands. FRE T o . PR R

scords was: 0
e prepared for. . .

e, Clothlnp and Sna1+ Stores

The following items are dlfflcult to obtain in suff1c1ent quantltles
to maintain adequate stock levels, and at present are at the low limits,

Trouser, Dungaree, Sizes 31 and 32,
Socks, Black, Cotton, Size 103,
Service Stripes, Blue

Branch Marks

f. Ship's otore

By the use of severzl display tableq at schedaled tlmes, the shlps
store has been able to present souvenir items to ship's company. -This-method :
has teen necessary since these items can not be displayed along Wlth other
merchandise because of the 1nadeauecy of show space in +he ship's stores,

Lo Administration

The complement of this vessel must be walntalned at ‘the autborlved level
of 2060 enlisted personnel in order to carry out the mission of the ship durlng
the present type of deployment, No problem existed with respect to personnel.
erll the change in deploymenu schedule whibh requlred tha+ _many deserve Pe*ty

, contlnental United States. Corrective measures Have been taken to cover the
additional period of deploymen+ DJ the orderlng of ”short tlmer” persornel to-
the Shlp. RN L B N

5. CIC

, The otowage and correo+1on of the. CI C allowunce of H 0. charts have proved
" to bhe a problen. The number of Dortfolloe sent to_the ship for CIC has been -
‘far more than required for any partlcular cruise,  In fact durlng the present s
action in the Sea of Japan one: chart was used for weeks on end, and once a month - E
: three or four addltlonal uharts were used prOCeedlng to and from port. *

In the meantlre correctlon changes to the entire allowan0c of cbarts con— .
tinued to be received rogulariy. In order to keep up with these changes critical
" radar rates were taken from their primary CIC jobs, 4t times, due to the ship's-
- steady operation, personnel to record the changes have not been qulluble ; o
»otherw1be.,“ s ; L g o : C

/7




, It is recommerded that; :

of H, 0, charts for CIC based upon the particular crulse or Operatlon in.
wrlch the ship is expected to be involved or that the Navlgutor‘s allowance be
augmented in certaln cutegorles upon which: CIC mlght draw for its needs, "

6. Communlcatlons

As a result of improvements in communications effected during the fourth
period of oper=tions, ESSEX was able to carry oub task force communications
responsibilities mors expeditinusly than any rrevirus perind.

CW Circuits

Following requests initiated by this command, a reassignment of freguencies
as made by the area commander for the Tactical ~ir sdministrative ret (Joint
Operatlon Center, Korea —net.control station), Two additional daytime
frequencies (designated Z-29- ‘and Z-30 in the current edition of 5th air Force
Communication Operating Instruction #29) have greatly benefitted conditions
on this circuit, Circuit u—65, ussd.on a continuous 24-hour basis  prior to the
new assignments is nhcw emplo red primarily as the night frequency. E ‘

“he use of the Task Force.Common CW circuit (designated Ch.3c in JaANAP
195-B) has been extended and its value increased by the relay through a
destroyer in TF 77 of traffic to and from Task Force 95 — specif,, TG 95,2
urits (with the screen commander intth *yrce designating the guardship),
This destroyer-closes down on C4,3c to tr ‘nsmit to TF 95 units on CL4.3a, .Cn
an experimental basis, this arrangement a3 proved highly satisfactory.

© 411 other CW circuits have been operated as before, -Experience has:proved:
 that the "renlenishment" circuit (CRe) is best guarded by the flagship, ard

- the guardship of the wea~recco 01rcu1t a551gned ta a carrier or: crulser in
,‘comp‘ny. : : :

Numerous (cnd it is felt, exce851ve) orders for shifts of frequercy on the
- 7Tth Fleet Command net (Clé) contlnued to be recorded durlng thls perlod of
v,operetlons. .

Radloteleuvpe Clrcuwts'

= An evaruutlon of the Otal dally hour's operatlng tlwe of the Shlp-to—

" shore RaTT circuit with NDT, Tokyo, has pointed up the ‘great advartage of
this method for uleﬁrlpg S/S traffic. a 15-day test estlmaue has shown that
the flagship was in teletype communications with the beach en average of 20— .
© plus hours daily, Excellent eooperutlon has been obtained from the shore
facility during this perlod making possible the successful Duplex: operatlons

_serving units afloat,  ias flagship, ESSEX cleared traffic from the beach to -

‘commands such: as Com?thlt and CTF 95 in addition to transmitting almost all
trafflc reoelved from +he force for shore statlon relay by means of thls 01rcu1t.




ivTo a large ex*ent the success of :
of the TBA-model transmltter. NDT. supplemented the number of frequenc1es av:
- able to CTF 77 adding frequency 619a to the frequercies allocated by Circuit -
AL L8 (refer JaNaP - 1954B) - A:lower. frequency than any that had been prev1ousLy:ff;g
allocated, Cl9a has proved an ideal working frequency for night transmissions;
the dlfflcultles from dusk~to—dawn interference’ (evaluatedras other TTY trnas~-
mitting stations ashore) encountered on AL,.2a and 44.8b have been effectively
reduced, NDT has further improved teletype communications by adding.a fre-
quency in the VLF band (123 kec,) for dusk—to-dawn Fox broadcast as well as for
Duplex purposes with this command (when acting as flagshlp)

Voice Circuits:

The conditions on the circuit with JCC, Korea, cortinue to leave room for
improvementy this command'!s request for a change, particularly in the fre-—
quencies assigned to the circuit at night, has not been acted upon to date,

With the receipt of TiD transmitters on board; the testing of this new
equipment on circuits such as the Flag Conference net is plarned, Cn the last
day of this report the freguency for this circuit was changed from 286,6 mc
(T5) to 307.4 me (T3).

NOTE: The first TED fully installed has been used successfully on the. Task -
Group Commanders net (RATT); designated circuit Té — although a full evaluation
is not possible at this time,

Anterma Installations:

, A letter to BuShlps is ‘be:.nf7 prepared requestlng a clarification of the
conditions requiring the rigging end unrigging of whip antenna:(5 forward, and
8 aft), ESSEX! ‘average daily loss of transmitting time on the forward whlps
. has been about. 3% hours; on the after whips, about 45 minutes. Primary cause of.
" this loss has been the plane-gassing operations for whlch the "de-energizing"
of whips has been required,

. Traffics

A preli,inery traffic enalyels for the period 1-31 January 1952. indicates
the following volume of incoming and outgoing traffic by radio, visual means,
‘and mail, Only total flgues are shown.,

Incoming — 22,861 ;7?, Outg01ng - 5 AB?

Personnel" o

Due to the fact that six key personnel elglble for transfer volunteered
to remain on board until the 'ship's return stateside, communications has been.

_able to operate effect tively (Condltlon III Watch ochedu;e) w1th enl*sted ,,J"
' personnel a551gned as follows. ' . , B :




g CLKSSWED

Shlp s Companz

e e v 33 o

Teiétypé | S a4 Sl

Slgnal : ‘ o o ff~i’ | :» A

Post Cffice : | R L | A _’O‘ ,
TOTAL. e = L

#* Includes 4 Marine -Detachment Personnel sdiving.as MEeSSEngers,

N.B, The total of 100 personnel is believed the mirnimum number with which a
flagship can fulfill its communlcatlons obligations,

7. Alr Intelligence

%

a, Fhoto Interpretation

The majority of photo interpretations during the period were devoted
to the preparation- of flak mosaics for distribution to all carriers operating
with the force, These mosaics were preparédd for the major strikes as well
as routine rail cutting and were well received by the Air Groups embarked, ©On
particularly intense flak concentrations it was found that new positions were
-imstalled in a matter of 48 hours or less and therefore required photo coverage
aprroximately every 2 or 3 days. The enemy has utilized previously unccuppled
prsitions which meke it imperative that photo interpreters annctate all gun
pesitions, occupied or unoccupied, in order that the pilots will be awzare
of their presenee, These mosaics, once prepared, were sopled, printed, and
assembled in book frrm for easy reference on the pilots! knee p&ds or chart
bosrds, '

- For the latter pnrtlﬂn nf thls perlnd, the F2H~2P have been operzted to.
supplement the coverage obtained by the F9F-2P, Arrangements with the Air
Force for twn K-38 36" cameras were successfulj the cameras were installed in
the F2H-2P!'s which enabled them to phntngruph the kigh intensity flak areas
at 15000 feet and still cbtain scales suitable for flak analys s. The K-38-
photography is far superior to the K-17 in that cne run is requlred to cover
an area which heretofore requlred +hree runs.

5 In view of the abﬁve, it is highly recommcnded that future phﬂto detach—r AR
" ments deployed tn WesPac be equ1cp~d W1th planas capable of uccommndatlng s T "
- K-38 cameras, o , RRRRETER - ﬁ\\

Air‘Group FIVE h=g now completed fnur full mnnths in the ¥orean oppratlng
area using origin. 1l  charts covered ‘with frisket paper, 48 far za can be -
determined the charts show all lﬂdlCutl“n of being fully serviceable for
' an~ther period. : : : e

— ' ‘ ’ P/
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g, Phﬂtozraphz

a. Aerial Film Dryln

: The flhm~dry*ng problem was - temporarlly solved durlng warm weather

by installation of two aerial film-dryers in one of the heated uptake spaces.
During the past tw~ months of cold weuther coperations this uptake space lost

a considerable amount of its heating power, Durlng the warm weather the aerial
£ilm dryers (E-18-D~79) Morse A-5) were operated in the uptake space at the
maximum speed. cof five feet per minute, During cold weather it has been operated
at approximately twn feet per minute,

OFFRATING SPsEDS AND DRYING TIIES

Qperating Speed of Dryer Time rebuired.fnr drying 200! rnl1l

5 feet per minute ‘ 40 minutes | N
4 feet per minute 50 minutes

3 feet per minute 1 Hr . 7 minutes

2 feet per minute . ‘ . 1LHr 40 minutés

1 foot per minute '3 Hr 19 minutes

MAXTIMUM OFERTING SPEEDS OF DRYUAS ON BOARD

E-18-D-79L ’ E~18-D-796
Morse A-5 : S © Model "J" o
5 feet per minute - ’  3 fcet per mlpute

With the addition of a heater unit (b— 8-4-3 AS—BOO) for the Model "J"
aerial film dryer the maximum speed rem&ined’ three (?) fmet per minute.,-

b, Matte Print Dryér

The matte print dryer (E-18-D-830), used for Qﬁpne print dnylng, has
ween operated at the rate of three feet per minute requiring one man to operate .
cap¢ble of drying either cne or twr rolls at a time, - During this operating
period the matte print-dryer was ‘speeded up to the rate of six feet per minute, -
requiring two men for drylrg one roll or three men fnr drylng two - rolls
31multaneously,_

The faster drvlng was accnmpliihed by 1nstalllng reels in the ovprheud for
hanglng approximately 40! of Sonne paper, The paper was sponged or squeegeedand
then advanced over the reels into the dryer. This partial drying has Been found
necessary to remove enough moisture in order that the higher rate of drylng
six feet a minute could be malntalned The dryer 1tself was. speeded up by u51ng

" a smaller- sized pulley.‘~' o - . . L ,}‘
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~ Speed of matte print  Time req; to 'Aver.‘time’per No. men }eq. No, men req.

©  dryer dry 1 200! roll 2 rolls at to dry 1 roll to dry 2 rclle
» roll = a time, _ ab a time. at a time,
3 feet per mimute 67 Min, 34 Min, 1 1
6 feet per minmite - 34 Min, k18 Min, | 3 -3
12 feet‘per minuﬁe 18 Min. 9 ﬁin. é 3

Thezaelity or type of Sonne paper has been a major factor in the drying
problem, Experience has proved the dryer can be operated very satisfactorily
at & feet per minute when the Sonne paper does not break down, It has been
found that the majrrity of the Sonne paper being used, (Kedak Resisto Rapid,
Navy S/N E-18-P-328 C-nt. No, A,F, 33-038-15597 Spec, Yo 67) has bhroken down
in processing, allowing the s clutions to get to the papsr base and resulting
in slower drying to remove mnisture,

USE OF F—Eb 20" CnVMERA IN FOF—2P ATRCRAFT

in F-5€ 20" camera has been used during this cperating period in the
FOF-2F aircraft for shonting aerial oblique photograrhs, This installation
was made primarily to sh~ot color transparencies, This was done to utilize
F-56 color film on board and to minimizethe quantity of solutions required
for processing, Handling of the 7" width film has been easier than for 9" film,
Previcusly , only K-17 12" or K-17 &" cculd be mounted in the Banshee in the
oblique postion, Brackets were installed on trunnions for attachment to the
camera, The handles of the camera were removed, and the handle btolts were used
to secure the trmnicns to the camera todies. The forward trunnion on the .
camera was fitted into one of the mounting slots in the aircraft camera mount
which is used for installation of the K-17 6é"; while the rear trunnion on the
camera {fitted in place of the rewind handle) was fitted into cne of the mount-’
ing slcts used for installation of the K-17 12", Mounted in this manner the
camera has an approximate depression angle of 10 degrees, The oamera can be
momted with the aperture and shutter speed knobs at thﬁ top for convenience
in maklng the de81red settings.

Fourth Operatlng,Perlod 49 December 1951 thrqggh 31 Januarv 1952

Total nember of phbtdgraphic missions flown -1
Total ﬂumber of rnlls fllcd B o | i  ’ N 104
Averaoe number eypnsures per roll -~ i B " ' 73
Total number of é x 9;B/N negatives dsed ,f‘ f - | 'f‘ o //.6659.
Tbtal numberldf 9 x 18 B/W neaatives uqed : « ’  | 1271
'Total‘numpér of 9 x ’ Mlor tranSﬂareA01es wsed : 188 -

16
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Total number

Total number of

Total numBer

Average time
Average time

Average time

film marking.

Average time to identify, mark (grease pencil) and

of

of

to

to

to

9 x 9 B/W prlnts made'

9 x 18 B/W prlnts made o

prints made

TIME PRODUCTICN FIGURES FOR FCURTH PERIOD
29 DECEMBER 1951 THRCUGH 31. JANUARYCLG52

CLASS]HED

process & wash one roll.

dry cne roll cf film,

meke first flash print and deliver to

deliver flash print to F,I, Cfficer,

hverage time to mark one roll of
time of delivery to film marking until time returned
tn laboratory for distribution printing).

average time for one set of marked prints to P,I,
(This print made from marked ncgau1VCs) Time comput@d
from time of delivery of film to laboratrry from film
marking until completed set of prints delivered to
P, I, Officer, : o :

AERTAL THOTOGRAFHY PRCDUCTION

£ilm (computed from

95,160

Running Time

- 71 Min 1 Hr 11 Min,

69 Min 2 Hr 19 Min,

84 Min 3 Hr 43 Min,

]

70 Min 4 Hr 53 Min,

124 Min 6 Hr 57 Min,

20 Min 9 Hr 17 Min,

15T PERIOD THROUGH 4TH PERICD 24 AUGUST 1951 THROUGH 31 JANUARY 1952

Total number
Totai number
Total nurber
Total number

Total nﬁmber

Total number.

-Total number

Total number

Total number

~
OL

of
of
of
of
of

of

of

of

missions flown
B/M rolls filed

colér rolls filed

9 x 9 B/W negatlves used
9 x ¢8 B/W negatlves used
9 x-9 color trensparencies used

9 x 9 B/W prints made

9 x 18 B/ prints made

all prln ts made

216,081

263
369

‘515,252

231, 333

Average exposurea per roll(fnr 1st, 2nd?rd hth operatlngprrlnd) 6L
17/



" RECORD OF ¥-25 STRIKE FHOTO LTH OPERATING PERIOD

‘l‘ ¢,,33;» :.ff.f»f; f:_}f! "
~1}ECLAS,SIHED @

<9 DFCEMBER 1951 T”nOUuH 31 JnNUARY 1952

Rolls taken

Total possible exposures

Total exposures taken

Total usable exposures

Total unusable exposures

Total negatives filed

Rolls not used due to poor techniques
8 x 10 prints made '

(2ND, 3RD, AD LTH OPERATING
L OCTOBER 1951 THROU!

GH 31 JANTA{Y 59

Rolls taken

Total possible exposures

Total exposure taken.

Total usable exposures

. Total uwnusable exposures

Total negatives filed

folls not used due to pror tbchnlques
8 x lO prints made

RECORD CF K~l7

- LTH OFERATING PuidCD 20 D

i 1951 TEHHCUGH

75
1588
1067

786
315
118

1770

209
4483

3360 -
228k

1081
355
15
5325

31 JAUAKY 52

Rolls taken

Total pe==ible expnsures

Total exposures taken

- Total usable exposures

Total unuszble exposures -

- Total negatives filed

Rolls not used due to poor technigues
-8 x 10 prints made

GUN CsMERA FOOTAGE

7
260
280
%0
1190
45

0

1. Gun onamera fontpge has been handled in the following manners,

a, The unexpnspd magazines ‘have been drawn from,tbe Shlp s photographlc
laboratory by the Fetty Cfflcer in charge of the K~3—A process ing machine

b, The magazines have then been ‘titled with pllots' names: and squadrons
on each individual roll \magaz*ne) of gun camera film before installation in
the aircraft, The magazines then ‘have been delivered to the SJuadron ready.

rooms and placed in the pilots' boxes.

675




¢. Loading magazines in gun caméras has been the pilots!

DECLASSIFIED

< o , :
‘ : S o . R

respnsibility

with actual installation made by their plane captains,

d, Setting of the lens and the number of frames per second has been done
by the Petty Officer processing the film,
to quality of film and necessary lens adjustments.

Special attention has been given

e, Following each flight the plane captéins have removed exposed film
from the aircrafi for delivery to the ready rooms.

f. At 1800 daily the Petty Officer in charge of processing has obtained

all film in the ready rcomsfor delivery to the K-3-A processing room,

The

film has been processed and editedthe same night in order to have the finished-

film ready for delivery to the ship!s photograrhic labtoratorye.
representatives have then called for the finished film

PROCESSING OF GUI

CaMiha FILM

The squadron.
for eventual assessment,

LW

T0 A NeGaTIVE

ADVANTAGES
Greater latluUde in exposures,

More film_processable v thout
changing solutiens,

Iittle upkeep required on tanks since

solutions contain:

PROCESSING OF GUN C

no strong acids,

MEHA B FIIM TO

DISADVANTAGES

T'ilots have difficulty distinguish-
ing objects for identification,

4 POSITIVE

ADVaNTAGES

Pilots have little dif ficulty
identifying objects.

R Footage‘Procéssed.

- DISADVANTAGES

Exposure is very critical,

Solutions musﬁ be renewed fre-—
. quently,

Tanks require tonstant cleaning
and maintenance due to the use
of sulphric aekd and sodium
hvdroxide used in the reversal
solutions, -

1st Period’ 2nd Period 3rd Périod.jgth,?eriod TOTAL -
- B&W Negative 11,000 ‘69001 8500 S 26,2001
B Reversal - - - S S 13,000 13,000
o , 39,800  /




e I TR

¥ , - . : W
. “y . ) o ’ Ve
¥ : .,

) \ "4

T e D[CLASSIHED :

ProceSsiﬁg Problems

a. Spots and streaks on the £ilm apparently csused by potassium bi-
‘chromate notthproughly dissolved kefore use, The bichromate settles to the
bottom and forms on the sides of the bleach tank adhering to the film prior
to re-exposure,

b, The film does not dry when machine operated at 13 feet per minute
as recommended T, C. 10-10-25,

3, Viewing and Evaluation of film.

Due to the high speed of Banshee aircraft gun camera’ fontage obkained
has left much to be desired, Frame rate of the present cameras has not been
fast enough to keep pace with strafing runs over target area, The jet aircraft
do not begin to pull out of their dives at sufficiently low altitudes to enable
the focal length of camera lenses to produce an image large enough for satis- . >
factory evaluation, ’

K~17 STRIKE THOTOGRAPHY

A X-17 2&" camera was used during this eperating period for strike
photographs in conjunction with K-25 strike photographys. It was desired to
obtain a useable size image of bomb damage from a higher altitude than the
altitudes from which K-25 (f/1 63/8" ) strike photographs have been made,

A camera capsule was designed by VF-54 personnel to accommodate the K-17
24" camera, This capsule was suspended from the wing in the same manner as the
K~25 except it was hung at stub wing station left, The camera was electrically
operated; vacuum was supplied by a venturi tube, Installation and photography
proved very satisfactory; however, the capsule with camera was lost in action
~on 15 January 1952. Ll EIT T : SRR

VAV O e
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. USS PRINCETON (CV37)- ' ‘ (CDR W. W. BitEHM)

- USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CVAL7)
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¢/o Fleet Post Offlce,u B TR P B

o o - ‘San Franclsco Calif, CV‘?/Alé,—lBﬁ SR
S - , © Serdal: 00 ity
o j? i"”é ;2_ 12 March 1952 ;;
m& x§ * A oownsRAoen AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
o  DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
Frnm' .Commandlng Offlcer SR = )  OPHAY ' B
To: - Chief of Naval Operations C £ / Sriiﬁﬂﬁ
Via: (1) Commander Carrier Division ONE . , ¢ NTBAL WAL r;
(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet MAR 2 01352
(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far Fast - ’ \ Reg N .. g;? '''' o an e
(4) Commander in Chief, U:S. Pacific Fleet ‘ Copy Nos ..

Subj: Action Report for the period 4 February 1952 to 7 MaFEwe

Ref: (a) ‘}*\}‘QY I[lS’“‘.«Ctiat 3&8@_‘1‘ 022849

Fncl: (1) Carrier Air Grocp FIVE Action Report5 L February 1952 t¢ 7 March
1952 & WL |

1. In accordance with reference (a), the action report for the period 4
February 1952 to 7 March 1952 is hereby submitted.

PART I COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES ND MISSION:.

a, At various times during the period of this report , Task Force 77 was
composed of the following units: USS ESSEX (CV9) CnmCarDiv ONE, R4DM J. PERKY,
USN, embarked, USS VALLEY FORGE (CVA5) ComCarDiv FIVE, rRaDM F. N McMAHON, USM
embarked, USS ANTIETAN.(CVBé) USss PHILIPPINE SE& (CVA7), USS WISCONSIN (BBéa)
Com S?VENTH Fleet, VADM H. M., MARTIN, USN, embarked, (Relieved by V4DM R, P.
~ BRISCOE 3 Msrch 1952) USS ST PAUL (CA73), ComCruDiv ONE, R«DM E. E. STONE, USHN,

- embarked, USS xOCHESTER (CA12A), and units of Destrnyer D1V131on 52, 71, 72
92, and lll.

b Durlng the subject Derlod the USS HSSVX (CV9) Operated off the East coast
" of Xorea in accordance with CTF 77 Operations Order 22-51 (2nd revision), plus
supplemental plans and orders issued durlng the- perlod

The mission of Task Force 77 was prlmarlly tn sucport the Unlted Vatlons
ground forces in Korea; the support missions ineluded deep support, armed and
photogravhic reconnaissance, interdiction, NGF spcty interdintion“df emeny
suppiy:lines and Btrlkes agalnst enery 1nstallat10ns.,'

PART II CHRONOIDGY'

.

"L February, Moared to Piedmont Pier, Ynkcsuka, Japan fcr yard avallablllty,
17 Februery rest and recreation, : , , . ST

18 Fcbfuary 0557 underway Yokosuka, Japan for operatln area in. accordance w;th jé&;a

‘ ComCarDiv ONE 140022Z Feb, ~USS WISCONSIN %BBéh), USS. ANTIETAM -
. (CVBé)/and‘DesDiv 72 in cOmpany.‘ Conducted training exerclses.

» Febfuary"Pfoceeding‘to‘operating Area, Conducted Refreéher_Air Operaticns. o
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20 February Conducted refresher Air Operations. .
1100 arrived operating area and joined Task Force 77.
© 1300 RADM J. PERRY, USN, relieved RaDM F, W. McMsHON, USN, as .
CIF 77. - . - N S o

21 February = Conducted Air Operations., . = _ :
‘ ' 1037 4D, BUNR, 123633, ditched at EA 4509 due enemy aA fire, . i
Pilot (LTJG F. S. JUTRaS) picked up by USS THOMASON (DD760) - e
Pilot sustained minor injuries, . : : :
1630 Fuu. BUNR. 97475 crashed at sea in the vicinity of K-30. o
Probable c-use, piloy (LTJG Fa*G: GERGEN) disoriented in snow
~ storm, Not recovered; listed as killed in line cof duty.

22 February Conducted Air Operatioms, - '
' ' 1433 AD, BUNR, 123947, ditched inside 4SW screen. Probable cause :
loss of oil pressure, Pilnt (LT W. B. MUNCIE) recovered by ships .
helicopter; no injuries sustained.. : .
23 February Conducted Air Opérations..
24 February Task Fofce replenished, .
25 February Cnonducted Kr Operations fofennﬁn. Air dperafidnsxcéhcelled in
: afternoon due to weather,
26 February Task Force répleﬁisﬁed.
27 Februafy  Conducted Air Operations.
28 February | Chnducted Air Operations.
|29 February Conducted idr Operatioms, -
1 March = . TaskyForcerreplenished,i,,
2 March - Conducted Air Operaticns
3 March ,5 Air’OpefatiCns:canceiled;duévtn weathér.af‘
juc n fsfgrreq#téplacément aircraft =

,‘rh‘Mafch;;T~ ‘C6ndﬁ¢£éd Air‘Operatiéds.ﬂleL

1105 RiDM F. W. MCMAHON, USN, relieved mxDM J. PERRY, USN, as -
CTF 77, Task Element 77.04 CTE Captain W, F, RODEE, USN, .= ~° 7 &
Cormanding Officer USS ESSEX (CV9) with RaDM J, PERRY, USN, ComCar- '~ : -

Div ONE embarked, USS TAUSSIG (DD746) and USS HANSON (DD832) ~* "= .-
departed Operating Area for Yokosuka, Japan in accordance with R
CTF 77 020710Z March,” - ..~ . e SR

5March . Transferrsd replacement aircraft to USS VALLEY FORGE (CV45).- -

6 March . Eﬁrbuté_Ynkoéuka,}Japan,__,“ -
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7 Maréhj

9 March

10 March

11 March

PART 11T

Transferred replacement alrcreft to F&sﬁom 11 at NAS dTSUGI.k
OQ27 anchnred in berth 138 Yoknsuka, Japans : e

0600 shifted berths portside to Piedomnnt p1er (Berth 12)

USS ESSEX (cvoy chopped to ComNavFe for onward rnutlng CONUS and

so ended the first combat tour of the USS ESSEX (CV9) (27-4. COHVG?SIOH)
The work done by the ship and Air Group can best be told by the follow-
ing dispatch received from ComNavFe addressed: COMCaRDIV ONE, USS
ESSEX, and AIR GROUP FIVE: CCMMNDER NaVAL FORCES FaR EaST IS DEEPLY
ATPRECIATIVE OF THE SPLENDID MaNNER IN WHICH ESSEX PILOTS BACKED BY THE
ESSEX CREW HAVE DOGGEDLY STRUCK DAY aFTER DaY AT THZ COMMUNIST
TRANSPOATATION NETWORK IN NORTHEAST KO.SA X THE COMBINED EFFOKTS OF THE
ATit GROUP AND THE SHIPS COMPANY GUIDED BY THE IMAGINATION ~ND CahE-

FUL PLANNING OF THE CARDIV ONE STAFF HaVE BEEN 4 PAIME FaCTOR IN THE
CAMPAIGN TO KEEP THE ENEMY INEFFECTIVE X ALL GCD SPZED aND THE BEST

OF LUCK ALWAYS X V:DM C T Joy

0600 pursuant Aidmin ComlavFe 0900107 the USS ESSEX (CV9) with ComCar -
Div ONE embarked, underway for San Diego via Pearl, -

OEDN«NCE'

1, Expendlture of Alr Ordnance.

See enclosure (1)

2. Expenditure,cf'Ship's Ordnance for training,

a, For’the‘Period L;29 February:

N 255 rounds 5"38“: DTN ’, el . LT L Ll '.,:A,,yu, nn,; Sl T ,",,';‘J,ff,'f.,., SIS U S Z\,,,w_ly

-.107. rounds>3"50

- b, Fnr the Perlnd l~7 March:

24 rounds’ 5"38
121 rounds 3”50

e "he followingtotals of anrunltlon were. expended for treinlng‘while the
USS ESSEX (CV9) opcrated in the Far East Cnmmand., The perlnd covered was._ :

from 18 August 1951 to 5 March 1952.,”

.1,135 rounds 5u3g IR N
4,114 rounds 3"50 R T TR S )

- 28, 679 rounds 20mm- 'ﬂ»f_ ‘V:;‘ i T P e e

- 3e Comments nn Performance nf Ordnance. di';g o f'cﬁffi~f;;'!“

; 24 The perfnrmance of ship's ordnance equlpment was satlsfactnry.~




ART IV BATTLE DAMAGE:

1. Ship

~a, During the period of-this report several cracks were found in the welded
joints of the longitudinal strength member and web along the overhead of the
second deck, Repairs were made by ship's force by chipping out the old weld
and beveling the crack before rewelding. ' ’

The locations of these cracks was as follows:

Frame 67 Stbd.
Frame 101 Port
F;ame 104 Port
Frame 106 Port
Frame 124 TFort
Frame 128 Port
Frame 137 Port

Compt, A-215-L '
Compt, B-208-L
.Compt. B-208-L

Compt.. B-208-L

Compt,, B-212-L

Compt.  B-212-L

Compt, B-214-L

ERRRRE

2. Damaged inflicﬁed on the enemy,
See enclosure (1),

3, Démage inflicted on ESSEX aircraft.
Sec. enclogure (1),

PART V FERSONNEL PERFORMANCE #ND CaSUALTIES:

.,

l.' Perfnrmance.,

* Under the heavy work lo°d of continusus operations;”the performance of — -

all pérsonnel has been excellent, Morale has been a factor requiring no
special attention as plans were laid during the ship's training period for
a program nf events outlined telow to include maximum utilization of welfare
and recreatinnal facilities. Prior to the ship's deployment to WesPac the
following was. instituted: .. * e , ' L o

a. Recreation and hobby-craft materials were purchased and plans made to
maintain the interest of and offer diversion to the crew, .7 .

be A nightly broédcéstﬁwas‘coﬁdﬁcted by an officer of the. Alr Combat "~
Intelligence Office to‘keepfthefcrew:informed‘mn;the activities of the day.

¢ A daily newspaper wés publishéd to keep personnellinfdrmed through'the‘ |

latest wire releases, ;

4, The ESSEX Broadcasting System was organized with members of the crew
participating as program directors, engineers, technicians, disc jockeys,
announcers, ete. - Programs, both cenned and live, were broadcast several hours

each day over the 3O This served not only to provide entertairment for those

who listened but was excellent training for the men who participated, -

R
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e Eac even1ng the Prntestant and Catbnllc chaplalns alternated in
cnnducting evenlng prayers immedietely followang tattoo.,;1_'}k e

o f' Happy Hours were rehearsed and shown to the crew at the end of each
combat trur while enroute to Yokosuka, Japan,. Talent was plentiful, and the

'perfnrmances were very well received by the crew, Persnnnel of the U, S, Naeal

Hospital, Yokosuka enthusiastically recelved a special sh0w1ng pefonned in
December 1951. , ,

g In port, smokers and busket-bell games were scheduled with other ships
and shore activities, :

h. Slghtseelng and samera tours were arranged for the men during ezch
"in port" period,

i. Japanese Variety Shows were arranged for aboard ship.
e At Christmas the ship/entertained 100 Japanese Orphans.
k."Cub Scouts from Tokyo and Yokosuka were enteriained.

" 1. AY Thanksgiving while in the operatlng area, the sh1p entertalned
six GI's from the front lines in Korea as guests, ,

m, German, Japanese and Spanish classes eas well as courses in Blble and
Rleligious Instruction were held weekly.

n, Divine serv1ces were held reoularly for Protestants, Catholics, Lstter
Day Salnts and Christian Scientists. »

SRR o ”MemorialHServices;were:cnnducteduat.thetend.cfieach,operationaliperiod;ﬁ='3

p. Mnvies were shnwn ‘daily except when combat cendltlons prohiblted.t Two
: shew1ngs were. usually run eac h evening. - . : : : -

q. The ship's paper "The Carrier Pigeon” was published seml—monthly. The .

'"editorial staff was cnmposed of all crew members.;n ;
r.‘A Cruise Bﬁek was assembled and prlnted in Japan for distrlbution.'

' ) Sae On replenishment d ays, the Shlp's Band played nn the hangar deck and
cnntributed muchﬁp morale. ; ; ,

T These various activ1ties outllned abﬁve proved great benefit to the
crew for they tanght us to play as well as work and flght as.a team.bﬂ

- 2, - Casualties,
2, Ship's Corpary
. There were no casualtles sustained by ship's'COmpany,personnel. -

I G
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- See enclosure (l) : J?*e

PART VI C OMMEN To -

l. Engineering Departmenf

a, The Engineering Depertment”experienced nn casualties during this
operatirnal period, : '

b. Recommendations,

None

cs Steaming - Data ‘ 21 Lug 1951

v - 14-29 Feb,. 1=7 March 7 March 1952
Miles Steamed L583.3 2404,8 17,693.6
Fuel 01l received : 5¢0,208 386,442 10,743,023
- Fuel Cil Delivered DD's 0 0 l 424,016

Fuel consumed (underway) £96,380 370,270 8 995,795
Fuel consumed (anchored) 42, 440 8,480 ”78 950
hkverage Speed : - 16,3 16,7 - 16 2
Hours Underway 281,1 144 3684,8

d, During the period 24 August 1951 through 7 March 1952 the USS ESbEX
fueled 32 destroyers, at an average rate of 85,500 gallons per hour, The
USS ESSFX refueled from tankers 37 times during this perlod at an average
fueling rate of 175,000, gallons per hour,

2, Air Intelllgence

as thtn Interprebatlnn -

Fhotn Interpret =tion, like a heavily loaded frelght train, got off to
a slow start at the bezinning of the first tour of duty in the Korean Theatre,.
During the first operating perlod many mistakes were made and corrected.: In

" order tn enable future c"rrlers to avoid some of the pdtfa“ls these suggestlons o

are offered
(1) Prior to arﬂival in the Task Force stress the 1mportance of K—25
strike photographs,: Since most pilots are not experlenced in this type of
camera work a dlscussion regarding type of run, altltude, scale, and general
make~up of camera 1nstalletlnn proves most benef101al. A :

Items such as straflng durlng camera runs.

: b, Startlng camera tno fur away from target

Erratlc maneuvers durlng run are a few that should be emphaninad._

{

Tl -
‘s

s
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Valuable tlme is lost trylng to plnp01nt plctures taken w1thnut knowledge of
location, - A photo card readily filled out in 4 digit coordlnates should be made
available to all pllots of K-25 equipped aircraft. S R . NI

\2) An up to da*e flle of photographs covering Korean "KING" alrflelds"
should be maintained with a tickler system showing the last photo coverage and
“status of each field, 4 separate alphebeticalifile should be maintained of other
Korean fields, These established phntographs can be readily located and the
status of the fields quickly determined, '

(3) Complete and current 1:500,000 AMS L 751 series maps should be avail-
able in sufficient numbers in order that strike leaders, briefers, photo pilots,
and film-marking perscnnel have an adequate supply. A minimum of 10 copies of
each chart should be on hand, The Far East Air Force Material command located
at Tachikawa AFB has these maps instock, available for dlstrabutlnn to Naval
Forces, : , , .

(4) A1l photography should be marked and checked by the photo pilots
prior to its delivery to the Photo Interpreter, The 1rportance of correct
_conordinates omnnot be overemphasized, The additional time required by the photo
pilots and film marking perscnnel in accurately locating photography will later
pay off great divedends in speeding up the actual interpretation and dissemination
nf the P,I, Report, :

(5) During the early portion of combat nperations, the primary targets
were rail and highway bridges, Pichures of these bridges should be filed
alvhabetically by area and numerically within each area, This enables rapld
location of desired bridges as well as other targets. 4s the ha defenses in~
creased, more and more time was devoted to flak analysis, The original concept
was tn prepare flak mosaiés of bridges or other targets including commanding.
__terrain, These mosaics proved to be very satisfectory. However, the whole -
operation was ch-nged and 12-16 male sectors of KR track were choseén as primary T
targets,  Flak mosaics were then rrepared of the entire route, Usually three
parallel runs at l 5 000 were requlred tn glve sufflvlent‘eoverage. ‘

: AA encounbered in this theater, unllke German or Japanese AA p051t10ns
of Wnrld War II, is ‘mobile in every sense of the word, Positions plnpolnted
one day will or cen be moved the following day. C1ld positirms are utilized
whenever they ars present, No attempt was mede te break the sizes down other

B than small arms 1nc1ud1ng nachlne guns, autnmatic weapons and heavy..ja ‘ ~

, (6) Fach ship should have a mlnlmum of two enllsted men to a331st the
photo interpretator in carrying out the ‘required duties, these men should be \
Qf, P, or /F, strikers or petty officers, and prefereably should have 'attended’
. one of the photoj_nterpretatlon schnols. The ESSEX utlllZCd the facillties ‘at

Barbers Print,

- (7) Photographlc ‘and’ photﬂ 1nterpretatlnn promeaures as outlined by
'Commander Air Force, Pacific Fleet restricted ltr FF4~1/J12 serial 30/3074 S
of 14 February 1952 should be utilized: as the basio operatlng procedures. j_ : P
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b Alr Group FIVE has now eompleted the entlre corbct tour in’ he Korean:iﬁz
opera+1ng area using or1g1nal charts covered with frisket paper, 4s far as:- .
can be determined the charts show 211 indication of being serviceable for fur- .
ther use, ‘It is therefore recommended that the allowance of KCS: l 250 OOO ‘
charts be reduced to flfty. ' : : ‘ T

c. It was found during the tralnlng period at Pearl Harbor that it would
assist the ACI persomnel to have a small glass viewing port_between_ACI and
Ready Room THREE, The installation was accomplished by ship's force and
permitted ACI personnel to view the ready room teletype and keep current with
latest information as it came down from Air Oper-tions, and thus mlmlmlzed .
internal communieations,

3. Photograghy.

a, At the beginning of operations in the Korean area the Photographlc

" Officer began recording information necessary to determine the maximum worklng _ *
load of the photographic laboratory and the times reguired to complete various

steps of processing through the laboratory, To obtain this information one man

was assigned the task of maintaining aceount of all aerial film recording the

times aerial rolls entered the laboratory and thils time required for processing
through the varinus steps to completlon.

“A11 information concerning time for proce551ng, marking, printlng and
delivery has been taken from these records, - Negatives and prints which were
processed and later discarded have not been included in the preduction figures
as only material whlch was sa*isfactorlly completed and dellvered have been used,

;% Since aerlal phntographlc reconnalssance was of prlme importance, other
items performed, such as RUDM!s, deck’ crashes, public information work, copies
;of maps, charts and drew1ngs have been omltted fron the productlon flgures.

Aerlal phOtﬂgraphlc roconnalssance work con51tuted aporox1mately 90%
of the total work prOduced durlng the operatlng pcrlod 24 August 1951 to
6 March 1952. , ,

Equlpment uscd for drylng fllm and scnne prwnts were twn (2) aerlal £ilm
dryers (Morse A-5). for the film, and one (l) 26“ ako Matte print dryer for the =
sorne prlnts. : o R e

: AERIAL

. PROTOGRAR®Y  ~ TERICDS S
1st . 2nd - 3rd . - 4th S 5tho entire |

8~24-51  10-4-51  11-16-51 ~12-29-51  2-23-52 = peried. . .
9-19-51  10-30-51 12-11-51  1-31-52 3-5-52 DR




NEGATiVEs C1st”

Number of 9 %9 4, 799
B &} nepatlves

fober of 9x18 "~ TTTTTTTTTTo oo ST oTTTsT T

B&W negatives 0 - -0 0o 12,71 ' LTL C 1742

Nunber of 9 x 9 L , o . :

zolor trans— 0 - 0 0 ~ 188 0 138

parencies Fil0Ge_ _ o b e R

Number of K-25 - ) ‘ :

strike photo's Ll 113 124 118 16 415

filed, {capsule - , : ’ ,
&néﬁill?xliﬁl _____ e e et e e e e e e - BN
Number of K-17 ' . '
strike photo's c -~ 0 L5 - o 0 45
£iled, (capsule e '
installation)

S — — — —-—..——._—..._—-———-—-—..—_—..—.——_————.—_—.——-—

. ‘ Total for
PRINTS Ist . 2nd C3pd o Lt oo 5the entire
g-24-51  10-h-51  11-16-51 12-29-51 2-23- 52 . operating

9-19-51 ~10-30-51 12-11-51  1-31-52 ~3-5-52  period

Number 9 x G A = - AR R DN e
prints made and .- 43,201 55,CL8 37,92& 79, 9c8 15,026 231,107
delivered, Do ¥ L . : ‘

Number of 9 x 18 R : R i T A
prints made and- o ... 0 - 0 ¢5,252 5,_81 20,433

- deldvered, - ._._.___... L

e i’ilm marklng.

— o — o — _.-—-——-—_-,_—-—,-—,"—_5—_—-—--—-——..—.—_

"~ Number of strike S , , ; 7

- photo's 8 x 10 616 - 1582 . '1?36 W‘f 2445 0 280 - 598k
_made and delivered, ey : TR o

“Th° term sortle is used to dennte uhe fllght of 2 51ngl° aircraft._ During

which phﬂtogr&phle coverage was obtained, . : : :

Lo v Rurnlng lime b

. TIME FRODUCTION - f{l; D l PRSI e %'33v=11~ i S e .

- FIGURES - . . lst,,}fig,znd‘ 3rd ;j_?aph*g,;f* 5th -~ - Overall.

73M1-11 78?1”1#1_';8 7M1 1N,

hverage time to E7M 1'-07} f_'--oc;v 1-9 69M 1~9,
proeess & wash : SRR T e

| e g S

‘Average tlme to . R

dry one rOll of BOM l~37?3930M 1—37 36M 2-19 69h 2—19 ééM 2—2h 46% lH 57Mink

£ilmg ‘

Aversge time ¢

- meke firet flash F0M 3—07 lhON 3-59 60W 2-&5 BAN —43 lOJM A—07 95M BH 32M1n
‘Drlnt &nd deliver

— e e v - e i e e . - ——
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e PRODUCTXON

 Average time to
identify, mark

" (grease pencil)
and deliver fliash

1661 5-33 139Mf6-18 17 4k TOM 453

82M 5-20 115M 5H 27Mir -

'~--_..—.-__._....________.__—_—..___.__..—._—.——-—.—-—-—_‘..—--—._

 Average time to
mark one rnll of
film computed
from time of
delivery to film
marking wntil

70M 7-03 8TM T-45 TEM 5~58 120M 6-57 117M 7-26 95M TH O2Mir

-—-———-———-—-—--—-—-——.—.—-—-—-——-—-..—-—_———-——.—_—..—..—-.—.—-—-—-——..—,...

Average time for
one set of mark—
"ed prints te P,I.
This print made

"from marked neg-

T¢me all work
completed, for-

warding letter 0900 1000 1000 - 1100 0800 0936344 -
- written and - . : .
- work delivered
‘@z@ﬁgmm@;_______-__________________“ _____
K—ZS STRIK? FFOTOGhApHY : : ' . i . ‘
- g ist. . 2nd. . 3rd . 4th . 5th - TOT&LS e
_Rolls Taken % 0 76\ 58 | 75 18 7 T T
© Total possible expcoures® O 1520 1375 1588 900 - 5383
Total expnsures,ﬁaken"~* 0 1161 1132 '1067 e 278°' ‘3638;
 ;Tntal usable exposures ¥ O ‘804" 694 786 co 1201'1 - \ZAOA‘;_
el essbives e 4 W3 1 ms 16 a5
- 7 Rnlls not used due to * 0 9 b 2 22 17
©ponr techniques;‘ SR , B e
- 8 x 10 prints nade. l616<,~¥fk15823f 1736 1770 280 . 598k
‘ ":f‘* No recnrds kept this perlnd. - -



) BEW posiﬁive‘frocessedf : ' ;" ; | - 13,0007 -’f'f;~_j§13,ooo 3

-;‘”16mm”M0T10N"PICTU3E
| CAMERA FOOTAGE FORWATD 4S LISTED BELOW,

-~ B&NW negatiVes processed - ll OOO

"1st L i
30, 500 et

Kecacshrome forwarded 7 i : o 10,595 - 1 . -10,595
TCT 4LS ’ R 11,000 17’A95' 8,900 13,000 3, 700 54,095

¢. The 10110w1ng is a record of - the number nf prlnts and negatives in addition
to the aerial reconnaissance work, These figures are for the quarters ending
30 Szp 195L, 31 Dec 1951 and 31 March 1952 (flgures for the quarter ending 31
erch 1952 ircludes wnrk perfnrmed up to and including 15 March 1952, )

7

B&W | B&W
Negatives: , Prlnts

Quarter Quarter. Quarter Quarter Quarter Querter
- .ending .+ endin -ending - ending . ending. ending. = - .

e ____Po/a 0yn L /2 SR 1LY Yl

Misc, 35mm I, D, - 520 352 0 829 5hi 120
24 x 33 Ete, - R , B , ‘

| jie4 x5 . . 586 'Mlééo o 1025> 1172 k8k8  -173A, :,,‘i

Sx7 . e - 18, 157 58

| ;:87 i . lo ‘ LI e _,. P 776 . A, i Lj_‘.._.;.. 310 . V,M Tl ,‘ : 775 sl ,A,:l' 81+13,._. ; 12806_1 T v, 323 72 ,4,“”*"':‘ i
,'711 x 14 o '_;1‘ - SRR - | 48veef-e 35'» "503_ |

6 x20 o im o= - 2020 1053 115

o 18 x 220
20 x 24

T d, Print DrY}ng

TOTALS 'ieééfr‘j'zszz 1m0 10938 20862 & A5938rff

| ,TOTAL Negatlves s TOTAL Prlnts 77738

i:»i ', Drying Sonne’ prlnts has been the main source of trouble’ in completlng aerlaly}ﬁn
- reconnaissance worke ‘The standard 26" Matte dryer was speeded up to a‘rate of -

TP Usix feet per minute, " Partial drying was required before entering the dryer, . .

and it was found necessary tn
#iznltaneously..

51gn three men to operate when drylng two rolls‘ T ff




Prlnt drying is the b1g time consumer due to the fact that at the rate of drylng
three feet per minute using the 26" Matte dryer one hour and seven minutes is ,
‘required to dry one 200! roll of Sonne paper, Drying two rolls simultaneously
averages cut to 34 minutes per roll or apprnx1mately twe rolls per hour, In -
elght hours the maximim number which may be dried is 51xteen - prov1ded the dryer-
~ is drying continucusly, If the laboratory were required to process six rolls
of aerial film a day and meke nine prints from each roll -~ the time required for
drying the prints alone would amount to twenty—seven hours, .

Aerial Film Dryers were fnund unsatlsfactnry for drying Sorine prints, When
used. for Sonne prints the drive chains cn the machines continucusly broke, re—
quiring constant repair and maintenance. Additional equipment and space were
made the subject of separate correspondence (USS ESSEX serial 2097 of 26
November 1951),. .

e, Develrping Outflt for 931" x 400! | : o

It 1is recommended that item 443 HSO Catalog Section 1801, Developlng
Outfit, type B-6 SN E12-D-163-<325 be added teo the Section npi Allowance List,
The K-18 Magazine (Ma-L) S/N E18-M-469-100 and 390' Aerial Film SN Elg-F,
31485~160 can not be used without the above developing outfit for processing.,
During operatinns with the two F2H-2P the K-38 Aerial Camera could not be fully
utilized because developing ovtfits were not available for pr006551ng 390!
rolls, .

Ly Communlcatlons

as Durlng the flfth and flnal period for ESSEX in the operating area, task
- force communications reached a level of perfermance more stablilized 'and reliable
than fﬁr any prev10us perlnd durlng the ship's seven months! tour,

b CW 01rcuts' the use of the ‘Task Force “Common CW c1rcuit for relay”
of traffic tn Task Force 95 units (through a destrnyer in TF 77) required clcse
supervision in order to minimize the delay in traffic delivery., Heavy back—
logs' developed primarily due to overloading of the circuit (e.g., Ckt C3.3a)
between the designated TF relay and TG 95,2 ships. It is recommended that fre--
‘quent. inquiries be made of the TF 77 destroyer to determmine whether more ex-
peditious methods of clearing traffic can be controlled, Proper assignment of
precedence by criginators is important in raising the eff1c1ency of thls as well
-as’ any other circuit, -

c. Radinteletype circults. the reduction of eutcges on the sh1p~to~shnrc
sircuit with NDT, Trkyo, was made possible through a conscientious effort tn sh¥t
frequencies w1th a minimum Ipss of circuit time, On occasions the shift was ,
made In less than forty secends, No shift during the last twn weeks of operations
required more than three minutes to complete. The average of 20 plus hours of '
“erntinurus eommunications reported in the preceding action report was raised:
to a dally averages of 23 hours, : . . .

Teletype malntenance has been cf primary chncefn throughout the ship's
trur. Governor assemblies—particularlv, governor crntacts——required frequent
e serv101ng and replacement of parts (some of whlch have been dlfflcult to obtaln)

/ ﬁﬂ‘




o It.ls recnmmended that motnrs a.
.. MOD 15, TD, MOD 50, etc.) be- replaced by. Synochrnnous motorss . The ship. - o
-~ has been fﬂrtunaqe to have an: extremely capable teletype repairmen on beards -
It is suggested that more than one man tralned in thls sp601alty be assigned ;j';"/
'to a carrier task fnrce flagshlp. f,g : , L R

Due to the 1ncregsed enpha51s on TTY communlcatlons it is further recommend—'
ed that the space alloted to teletype equipment and associated working area be :
proportinnately extended during the next overhaul period,

d, Vrice circuits: the arca commender upon recommandaticns by this command
assigned an aiditirnal davlight frequencv (de51gnated Z-31 by the current edltlon
nf 5th AF COI #29) for asmmmica’dans with JOC, Korea,

The situation with regard to JOC, Korea has improved markedly with the
allocation of frequencies as revised during the past seven months, Night voice
communications can still be improved; however, the velume of traffic on”the net n
during the dusk-to-dawn period has been at a minlmum. ' :

e, Redlnphotngraphy. three schedules with NPG3 were arranged with NFG3
during the two weeks nf this perlod., Twn were unsuccessful due. to heavy in-
terference reported by NPG3. Shifting of frequencies: had no effect Hours
and frequencies assigned for the third sked, which was successfully conducted, .
were not_changed : : :

" f,  Traffic: a Cﬁmparlsnn of message cnunts for the first and fourth
 perinds——ecch covering a full month's operating—followss An increase of.
~apprnx1mately LT% ﬁutgﬁing and 17% incomlng was noteds -

, USS ESSEX (cve) N ; :
e Flagshlp - CTE. (CCD—l) et 20 Aug -19 Sep . 1 Jan 31 ,Jf?n
o : 1951 o 1952
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“a, During the period that this vessel operated in the forward area, the
most important role performed by the Gunnery Department was the replenishment
at sea, . S L S R , o

: (1) During this‘period,Athis vessel replenished ammunition at sea,
thirty-seven (37) times, receiving a tntal of 6,654 tons an average number

-of whip trips per hnur was fifty-seven (57) with the highest rate being ninety-

~*- three-(93) per hour; - The greatest tonnage received in cne hour was one hundred ‘
sixty-seven (167) t-ns. - . I T e e e e R e T e

. (2) Provisions were replenished 2t sea thirteen (13) times with this

“vessel receiving a total of 920.7 tons at an average rate of 34,9 tons per ©.

hour and the fastest hourly rate being 77.3 tonsy T s e e

. (3) One hundred forty-cne destroyers came alongside for highline o

 transfers of personnel and freight, and thirty-two (32) destroyers were re- . -

- - fueled at sea, - The total number of personnel transferred by highline is four - a0

¥ B

R (h)“All'fepleniéhmenﬁsﬂéndﬁféﬁsféféJwefeféccémplished Without'aﬂ§ihglé  55‘4;
lnss or casualty, _(SeesRe+A;mingLand>RetFueling at sea analysis charts), ., -0 O,

6, Air Department

a. Cabapult and Arresting Gear

o opératimn‘yasinormal,“with4the'fol;éwingngceppiog,*‘}

During the period»cn§ered.bybthié,requt, ca£épult'gnd arresting_géar




. ,0n shot No. 3229 the retractlng panel Operator in the starboard cata— K
pult neticed an ‘excessive pressure ‘loss during the retractlng stroke, The.
- catapult was put cut of commission and eloser examination of the constant ,
pressure valve revealed that the bnlts which secure the base of the valve hnuslng
to the elbow had come lnose, allnw1ng the entire housing assembly to raise
during retractien, and nil to escape past the constent pressure valve spindle ,
1ntn the grav1ty tank, Tighténing the bolts resulted.in’ satisfactory retraction,

i bq*?lizhtheck~~
(1) Cemplement of aircraft

Durlng the past seven montrs of operations in the Korean area,
" the aircraft complement aboard this vessel has fluctuated between 60 and 77
planes, This variation in complement has given flight deck personnel and ex-
cellent opportunity to.determine’ the operating capacity of the CV3l4 Class
gireraft carrier, when operating under war time conditions, With 77 aircraft w
abeard the following difficulties were mcst amperent' ’

(a) Maintenance suffered because ailrcraft could not be moved to the
hangar deck immediately frllowing recovery, or if already below, could not be =
moved to a spnt fer turn up, wing spread, drﬁp check or engine change. (Thirty-
gwn §s the maximum number of ‘mixed types which can be Spntted on" the hangar. -

eck . h

(b) Servicing of aircraft was slow due to lack of room on the flight
deck to spread wings on 4D, F4U and FGF type aircraft for loading of 250# bombs.
‘and fnr fuellng tip tanks 1n F2H 23. , , ,

(c) Novement of alrcraft ‘was most difflcult due to 11mited space
’ avallable ahead of the barrlers when holdlng a ready deck, v

(d) Fllght and hangar deck crashesvwere caused largely by orrors in
5udgement of perSnnnel making fest respots. under 0ver~crowded Oﬂndltions.

- (e) ?echverles which included aeveral aireraft with jammed guns or.
aircraft whlch cruld not feld wings due to battle damage overcrowded tha deck.
tn a pnlnt where barrier nperatlons were restrlc+ed. e

o (f) With 77 alrcraft - board there is insuff1c1ent space for spot—m
tlng visiting aircraft ahead of the ba rrierss. . It should be p0551ble to re- ! o
~eover at least five to six addltional alrcraft whlle hnldlng a ready deck‘ F ‘

(g) Late changes to the schedule frequently ‘could rot be accompllshed
S due to the fact that any special aircraft ‘eould not be broken out quickly or
o f ea31ly from a hangar deck centinuously two blocked with aircraft. :

S (h) The bomb load on the flrst dD'S on. the strlke frequently had ’
tn be limited durlng low wind crnditions due to the fact that deck run was f
limited by the number of alrcrait which had to be kept m. the flight deck..«

S ; Durlng operatlnns w1th 66 to 58 aircraft aboard all of the above R ;f
1isted ornblems can be minimlzed to and 1t is possible to achleve and maln- '//{ ‘
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the hlghest pnsgeble state'of operatlng e:flciency.tf '515;;;f.1f: L

(2) F2H Rearward aning

: , F2H's were towed backwards durlng flight and hangar deck resp@ttlng
, u31ng universal towbars modified with honks turned 90° and facing outboard.. /
‘sprnge rubber pad 6 inches thick, 7 inches wide and 22 inches long is mounted '
over the apex of the towbar nn the backs of each tracter.’ The ocenmter &f the
pad remained under the center of the fuselage regardless of tractor turns, If
the towing rings on the F2H were horizontal instead of vertical the universal
“towbar cruld be used without any modification., Np Banshees were damaged while
using this method nf rearward towing. . R ‘ '

ce Operating Data

1) Feb - 1 Mar - Total in
29 Feb 7 Mar Korean Area
> N ) S

Arrested landings 666 - 169 7,928
Catapult shots %Stafbnard) , ’ 180 \ 52 4 2,110
Catapult shots (Port) ' w0180 59 2, 116
Gasnline (gallons) , 351,741 - 97,928 . 4,629, 810 :
Lub0il Symbol 1100 : 2;877 . 597 16,235
Lub0il Symbol 1010 - - oo 1,192 : 480 . 23,590
LubOileymbnl 1120 . - - 87 o 13,918 o
Alcnhnl nN-A—18 f S .: , 0 o . 205

(l) Total tnnnhpe of alrcraft oranance expended by ESSEX Air Groups -
Worl War IL. B . hetee

, (2) Total tonnage of alrcraft ek dnenca expended by Air Group FIVE durlng
,4firs Korean combnt tmur USS ESSmX ,,“gg;;w;ﬁ;”v;.,_.:rﬁr,:; 903 .

,,,, (3) Total’ 1and1ngs, ESSEX frnm comm1531nn.ng 31 De»ember l9h2 untll
arrlval Seattle 15 September l9h§° ?‘f 1A,‘,:e_b“,,“” - ;ﬁ 31 015

, (h) Tntal landlngs, ESSEX frnm re—cnmmissionlng 15 January 1951 toﬁ‘}
end of Cﬂmbat tour A March l9520;;,f“ o B 1&,558 -

-, Supplv Depertment o '_?f

a. Av1at1nn Stnres o

R (1) The USS ESSEX (”V?) was nutfltted in Mareh 1951 w1th 4 180 day
- allowance, of  aernautical material and peculiar aircraft spare parts for the
fnllnw1ng types.l; L ~ i

-~ (a) F9F2-2P | e R P S S e
() D=L NLAQUE,IN e R
(e) FLU-4 S e
© o (dY FLUSN -
(e) Ho3S-1
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'ThlS 1n1tial allowance wassupplemented by the follow1ng addltlnnal allowances»u
for new aircraft types and conflguratlons 3531gned as the mnnths passed. :

(1) F2H-2 ,2P
(2) aD-2, 3 4L, LNL
(3) FAU-AB ‘
(A)FMFQH

(2) Actual flicht ﬁperatlens (with resultant maintenance of aircraft onboard)
commenced in April 1951 and continued practically uninterrupted for elewen months,
During this time 2152 requistions, representing approximately 12,900 items,
were submitted tn fill allrwances of those items which reached the low limits
established on-the stock record cards,. Supply support has been good. The
USS JUPITER, prlmarj source of aircraft parts in Japan - Korea area, was able
to fill about 75% of the items required. Those items that could not be filled
were obligated (if NIS) or passed to ASB Yckosuka or 45D Oakland for action
(if NC) Material which had to be shipped from the continental U,S, tork on .
the average of 20 days to reach the ship if sent by air - 50 days by surface, - =
Corperation between alrcraft carriers and delivery service by "COD" aircraft :

: nfo?—ZB greatly assisted in decreasing 40G's and kept aircraft utilization
high. : :

(3) The perind 1-15 January was the most critical period during the entire
cruise, The original 180 days allowance (approximately 18,000 items) was
exhausted insofar as high usage and critical items were ccncerned and stock
replenishment on critical items was slow and necessitated reqplstlonlng on
a Priority "A" basis, A4lthough stocks were: reordered as low limits were reached,
and requistions mailed off weekly, 510 requistions were pending on 15 January,
representing about 1200 items due, Of these 1200 items 19 were pending on
a Pricrity "A" basis for 40G aircraft., Between 15 January and 18 February
approximatély 800 of these items were received, When the ESSEX departed from
Yekosuka on 18- February, the remainder of the unfilled Priority "C" requistions

. were cancelled and. during the:lest.two~week operating period only. Prlorlty o
"A" items for AOG aircraft were ordered. It has been determined that 90% of
AOG requistions stemmed from items not in allowance lists, Where such items
were required more than ~nce, usage.data was forwarded to the JUFITER with
a request that she stnck those items, Usage reports to AMO, Oakland ‘and
submission of stubs to Fi:0 (for tzbulatirn by 4S0) will serve as a basis for
correcting allnwances for wartlme nperatlon. ’

(4) The alldwance of fllnht deck ClOtVlng should be 1ncreased three tlmes. R
Each man requires at least two jerseys to carry him while one is being TN
laundered; in addltlon, each man will wear nut cne or two winter and swummer - . /
jerseys during six months of constant wearing., Two palr of fllvht deck shnes ’
per man are. also requlred for the same reason,

; - (5) An at+empt by the: ESQ?X tn receive aircraft engines at sea from a supply

' 'Shlp of the replenishment grcup was unsuccessful because of trunsportation
difficulties ashore, - The deadline date scheduled frr the experlment could nct
be met, The procedure used in the Mediterranean of floating engines in steel
containers is undesirable in this task force during wartime opcratlons as. G
the replenishment program is c.rrled ~n while Lnderway. L , : '//'”*
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It is therefore recnmmended that a trlal transfer between ShlpS using a’
Burtrning rig.be undertaken, Engines in steel containers" gross between 4500
and 5000 pounds. - Wings (2000 1bs) and propellers (700 lbs) were regularly
transferred. at sea. with no dlfficultles. e

(6) Squadrﬂns belng deplnyed to the forward area are adv1sed tn obtaln |
a full allowance of Section "H" and "U" material and winter Ilight clothlng
as prov1ded in ACL 21-51 prior to embarking on the parent carrler.

b. General Stnres

(1) The system of replenlshing GSK stores in this area by Mobile support
is considered very g-nd, The USS CiSTOR issueas stores within one dey after the
presentation nf requistions, Paper work is greatly reduced by ordering only
materials carried by the CsSTOR as listed in the GSM Catalog, publlshed by
. COMSERVRON 3,

(2) Crltical GSK items that cannot be supplied by the CiASTOR may be ob-
tained from cther ships at sea or in port, from Fleet Activities, Yokosuka or
from PRCO, Uskland via CTG 92,1 or CTG 92.5. Only prierity "a" and "B" re-
‘quisitions should be placed on Fleet Activities when items are NIS from support-
ing supply ships, because the mission of this shore activity does nct include
support to combatant vessels, During the entire cruise the ESSEX has had a
negligible amount of GSK material forwarded directly from Oakland,

(3) Experlence tn date regardlng the replenishment of Electronics and
BuShips Machinery Spare Parts has been fairly gnod. How-ever, the logistie"
support nf these hard to get items is neither as prompt nor as expedient as
‘that of GSK, Nevertheless, service was excellent from the supply ships
CHIMON, LEAGUE ISLAND, ELECTRON and PROTON, Items-NIS or NC are forwarded
to PRCO Oakland, -As aprrrximately seventy per cent of the electrenic and

‘,”mechlnery spares are- '"hard to get" items in this area, ships ﬁvheduled for the

7l NAVFE area should concentrate on hav1ng on board all allowed spares prlor to
departure from the United States.

(A) The General Stores Group has placed requistions for GSK Electronics
and Spare Parts materlal durlng the cruise just concluded w1th the follow1ng
results‘ - . .

GSK Reeuistione

Planed A CASTOR T T P s g

Accomplished by CASTOR SRR 7%
Placed with other activities i 8300
Completed with nther activities - 57 .
Total number of Priority "A" reqplsltlans S . 8

Total number of Drlorlty "B“ requlsitinns . ..'jv27,'

ELJCTuCNICS LINE ITEWS

' Blaced with PROTON and ELECT:ON e 687
“Accomplished by PROTON and J“JLUCTLLON‘ S 53%
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: BUSHIPS SPARE PAhTS LINE ITEMS :

| Placed with IBAGUE ISLAND and CHIMON  L28
Accomplished by LEA GUE ISLAND and CHIMON ; 7%,~

Shortages of the follow1ng items have caused Prlority HAY und "B“ re-
qulstlﬁnS' : : '

(a) Bearings

(b) "V" Belting

(c) Gaskets : - :

(d) Winterization Equipment (snow shﬁvels, pushers, rock salt, stoddard
solvent, etc,) |

(&) Intelli ence materials (bristle board,mapping tacks, frisket paper
plifilm '

(f£) Automotive spares for jeeps, peeps, fork lifts, etcy

(g) Hurricane tie down equipment for aircraft (13" 21 thre:d manila
rope, wire rope, clips, etec,)

(n) Blectronics spares

(1) Flighb deck repair equirment (metal, lumber, studs, etc,)

(3) Webbing for strap on brmb skids.

(k) Valves and parts

(1) Batteries (all types)

(m) Duplicating machine materials (master sets, paper, fluid, etc.)

(n) Machinery spare parts

Intra-shlp transfers and carrier on board deliveries (by CODFISH) have
aided grately in our record of experiencing no major machinery or electronic
shut down.during the nine months since leaving the U, Se

(5) The allowance of seventy—five per cent foul weather clothing has been
more than adequate to meet the demands of the rigournrus winter months in the
-~ Japan-— Korea area, end this-allowance is-considered liberal, . It is recommend= . - . .-
ed that the ESSEX carry approximately ten per cent more that the quantities
ehown as issued, This will conserve eritical materials and give the ship
- additional space tn ecarry other essential stores.

A comparison of clothing issued and clothipg allowed is shown below:.

c: S - - ISSUED ' ALLOVED
Artics R -o1Ts 2250
Parkas -~ ’ . 203 ' 300 °

Drawers, Winter - -~ - 1489 , 4500.
Helmeis, - .. - 1348 2250
Parka, :tain R SRR T 2 U R 2250
-Jackets, Winter: o .. 2089 - 2250 "
‘Face Masks e e e 850 : ' 2250

- Mittens N-2 RRICACUS r T 1305 2250 °

"~ Mittens N-3" oo e 22500
Socks oo T 33 - 6750 -

"Rain Trousers o eeT : 2250
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- IssusD . ALLOWED

Winter Trousers . . o 1157 o0 2250
Undershirts = . . . 15530 o 4500 -
Goggles~ - - 729 S 2250

, From the figﬁres_it’can be-readily Seen'thatfthe'allowahcé granted is
excessive, -~ From now on, the ESSEX plans to carry approximately 10% over the
quantities shown as issued. - '

This will result in'fuli utilization of and and alleviate the cramped
cendition of the storerooms,.

(6) Departmental Budgets have been established in acccrdance with Afloat
hccounting Memorandum No, 2, In setting up these budgets, the following
departmental pergentages were established:

Per Cent Daily Budgeb Quarterly Amount

Administrative Lo5% $ 22,22 ~ $ 2,000.00
Operations 8 - 38.88 . 3,500,00
Airoor 0 e b 5 e B3B3 e 7,500.00
Gunnery 10 50,00 . k,500,00
Engineering 33 156,66 15,000.00
‘Navigatinn 1 _ "3.33 ; , 300.00 :
Supply . 1% o - 55,55 B 5,000.00
Vedical # 1. : belih J "~ £00.00 .
"Dental ' R 05 .94 " 175.00
Paint S s 27 2,500,00

C.0, Reserve ‘ 9 - 45.83 ' S 4,125,00

,MTntals I I TR I
Close supervision in confermity with regulations his beeh»maintained‘with
“respect to adjustments of these budgets and each department is required to

- stay within its budgetary‘limitation.’, o

(7) The crnservatien of critical items as contained in the Pacific Supply -

Line Publication of CINCPACFLT/COMSERVPAC of October has been rigidly enforced,
- A1l stub. requistions for these items are carefully screened by the Supply
. Department,.znd requests of unusual quantities are required 1o be justified.

(8) The combined supply support received from the service activities and
ships in the Japan — Korea aresa was considered outstanding. .At no time during
the entire cruise did the ESSEX lack any item of electrnnics,amachinery spares,
or GSK that may have ceaused a major equipment shut down, . - L

‘:c. Ships Service - ffl
, (1) Sales in the ship's service store activities have been well above the
'\ expected average during this eight menth oridse, Japanese merchdndlse sales

- . .were high, especially during the Christmas-Seasan._ ;ﬁ}




- Several Bazaar sales of Japanese gnods were held during special hours at

- which time varlnus items were displayed on tables, These sales were. popular

“ with the crew, and the demand offer8d an opportunity to display a large number
of items, Of the regular ship service items nomally stocked, cigars, cig-
arettes,-candy and Wrist*Watches have enjoyed exceptinnally high sales,

(2) 4 mpnthly breakdown of sales is listed below for perioed beglnnlng
July 1951 and terminating February 1952: .

'JulyA $19,125,00 November $44,€47.00
August 26,549,00 December  28,853,00
September 30,112,00 7 January 31,582,00
Octnber 41,117,00 February  22,949,00
Total Sales $244,934.00
Menthly Average 30,167.00

High menth in sales was November 1951 when Ship's Service activities sold
$44,000,00 worth of merchandisé, The combination of Japanese items and the
Christmas buying season were factors in making this month the leader, The
low mrnth was July, the first month away from the United States, It was also
interesting tr note that the overall percentage of sales was th*rty—three per

~ cent greater during the operating periods than during the inport periods.

(3) The support received from the USS CaSTOR and Fleet ictivities, Yoko-
suka during the cruise was very good, Of a total of one hundred and seventeen B
requistions submitted, ome hundred and nine were completed or partially accom- : {!
plished, Scarce items during the eight months period were. oobbler, tailor,
fountain and laundry supplies. Cobbler items short were full soles, nails of
~all sizes, rubber hcels and sand paper; tailor shop shortages were white
AR striping, tan and white buttensy fountain items difficult to obtain were ice
© s eraam mix and chnenlatessyrup;: laundry items.shert in the area were press:
' covers; mangle covers, spare parts for extractors, -and nccasionally soap.
During the last several months in the Far Eastern Arca basie ship store stock
- was more difficult to obtain than in.the earlier stages of the cruise, It is
therefore advisable to have all ships leaving for the fnrward aréa curry to
: full capu01ty a-eomplete supply ~f Ship's Service stock,

(A) Abnormal tempergtures in bulk sterernom B-A06~n have caused a general
deterioration of stock stowed in this space, Laundry supplies have hardended,
thereby making them difficult to use, Ice cream powder and paste have re- 7
gquired survey as being unfit for human consumption, Temperatures during July,
Zugust and September:averaged 1107 F. During the last five months of the cruise = -
they have averaged 987 F, Ventilation improvements in this storeroom are ne- P
-cess"ry before it can be prmperly utlllzed as a Shlp's Stnre St@dk stnreroon. '

(5) Operation nf the laundry on a twenty four}mmg flve day week in the ,
,,"fnrward area has proven very suecessful, These operating hours are considered
- superinr tn the continucus seven day weéek schedule because there is a saving

. pf ‘abrut 35,000 gallens of fresh weter per week and time is avallable fer
reutine malntenance'znd upkeep of the operating machlnery.

A




 entire

- board:-the ESSEX at the beginning of the current cruise. It was necessary to

e DECLASSIFED
. operating machinery h:'s beeff running continucusly throughout the
o > cruise, and the several minor breakdcwns have beon repaired without

E (6)‘Taut security measures are c¢rmtinucusly observed for all Ship's Stcre
spaces. In additien tn thrse prescribed by the BuSandA Manual and other
current directives, the following are in effect and are believed to be of i
value in further safeguarding the stock and monies of the Ship's Store activities.
The f~1lrwing security measures were included in the actirn report of 1-31 :
- October 1951: ' ‘

(a) No mmey is left overnight in the cash register of any of the
activities, : .
(b) Cash drawers are left open when the activity is not in operation.

(¢) Night lights are installed in the Ship's Store and Ship's Service
Stores and are left burning all night.
(d) Inspecticns are cenducted nightly by the Duty Supply Officer at
-~ 2200 and 2400 ~f all Ship's Store Spaces. ‘
(e) Twn (2) grrup 3 locks are installed on each door to the Ship's
‘ Store spaces, ' : ,

() The monthly menetary limitation for Ship's Store stock for this ship
is $125,000,00, It is belicved advisable that the limitatien be increased

to $150,000.00 per mnth tn enable a ship of this class to carry more fruntain,
~ cobbler, tailor, and ship store items (watches, cameras, pens, pencils,

B electric-raznrss and cther special items nf popular demand,

~ds Clothing and Small Strres
- (1) A six months winter and summer lozd list was criginally stocked on

temporarily stow bulky items such as shoes and towels in the aviation Main
‘Issue storerrom and aviation Tire strorer~rm. A ninety day supply of clething
- and small stores can be stowed in the present spaces allocated for C&SS materials
in additional storernom of appreximately. four thousend cublc feet suitable
to the strwage of shres would be highly desirable to facilitate stowage and
security of required quantities, S o oA

. (2) Clothing and small stores sales were fairiy,unifﬂrm‘during the oruise. .

Sales dAropped slizhtly. in December 1951 and increased in January 1952 due to

" substantial reductirn in prices that went into effect in Jenuary 1952, -

. Frllewing is a monthly recap of C&SS saless

yoNTH . . sams

July 1951 Sl BTSN TS
kugust 1951 e 7,8G65,50 ¢ ,
©  September 1951. . . Lo 10,402,15 S L w et E i
' Octrber 1951 o 9,319,85 . Monthly Average -
November 1951 o 713,51 _ P e
December 1951 - 7 6,513.55 - $ 8,590.00
. Januery 1952 7 .. 10,598,000 = ST
- February 1952 . o 6,016,10 i
ool TOTAL. . . $66,73h.4d r

S 2270 Ff?
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(3) Items ordered repeatedly vet dlfflcult to obtaln in the fnrward.areae4
in quantlty and 51zes required durlng thls crulse are 1lsted below.'g;,

ITEMS : - No. RﬂqUISTIONED L : NO HECEIVED
Drawers, Cotton - 11,400 ; : 5,940,
‘Sncks, Cotten, Black 20,328 ' ‘ 5,160
Service Stripes . 800 ' 335
Trousers, Dungarees 4,388 2,124
Gloves, Leather, Work - 378 : - Nene
Sncks, Cotton, White , 8,880 ' 8L0

(4) Slow moving items during the cruise included Peaccats, Undress Jumpers,
and Dress Blue Jumpers., A crmplete sellout of whie cotton socks was ex-.
perlenced during the one month stay in Pearl Harbor at the earlj pertion of the
cruise,

e, Commissary

(1) The operation and logistie support of the Commissary Group has been
generally satisfactory during the sight menths eruise just completed, Support
from the provision ships during replenishment in the operating area has been
excellent. An occasicnal shortage of desired fresh provisions has resulted
from time to time, and it is believed that a list of these provisions pre-
pared and delivered in advence of the provisinns replenishment day would aid
‘materizally in reducing this shortage. Seme difficulty was experienced durlng
the last operating perind in receiving dry provisions,

(2)~Based upn experience gained during the cruise just completed, the
Commissary Department planned to procure approximately one hundred tons of
provisions each replenishment day. During the replenishment periods at sea .
when prCV131ens were rcelved three tlmcs, no fresh prnvisions were needed
about fifty tﬁns of pr0v1310ns were needed during inport period to malntaln B
levels, It is recormmended that a system of direct loading (or palletized AN
unit lnads) be instituted on ships of this class, Subject ships would re~
- quistion provisions directly from the logistic support ships, provisions would
be required but orice a menth, and reefers with open holds could be used on the
line, Qehandling of provisions would be reduced to a minimum which would in.
turn reduce manpower necessary to handle provisicns and reduce damage and
sprilage, Working parties required for replenishment at sea include fifty
men to handle the sleds, sixty men to unload and check the stores and sixty men-
to strike the stores below, In port the reefer ships require about one man
per ten of stores tn nff load, and flftv men are needed to strlke stores be«
. 10w on this sblp. : :

(3) Night retlhns and special rations cmnstltuted another 1nterest1ng

phase of' this -cruise.. Abosut 300 night raticns were issued to men engeged in

actual manual labor at night, Tequests for night rations were submitted daily
at 1500 to.the administraticn office for approval,  The menu consisted of two
. sandwiches per man and frult Scup was served at 0900 to 1030, 1330 to 1500 :
- and 2300°to 0030 every ‘doy on the line, The four: soup stations were turned over,. .
. twnito the squadrons, one to the Gumnery Department and one to the Air Depart-

_ment, Snup was mafde in the crews gallev end kept hot 1n the snup statlnns. '
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(L) Nn ﬂlfflculty was experlenced w1th the normal meal hours (at sea).

0645 ~ 0745  Breakfast
1130 - 1245 Lunch
l?OO - 1815 ‘ Dinner

Rizid enfnroement of these hours was prgctxced and all bands,'»ooperafed
in meeting the schedule, Co

f, 'Bisbursing

(l) Disbursing activities in the forward area proceed aleng routine lines
with minor variations. The bigaest problem is the use of Military Payment
Certificates, Conversion of U, S, Currency to MFC upn arrival and recon-
version on departure is difficult to accomplish smﬂhthly without running the
risk of distributing U. S, Currency in Japan or removing MPC from the desig~
nated area., These conversion operations must therefore be accomplished as
near arrival and departure time as possible, It is therefore recommended
that the official exchange activity f~r afloat activities (u, 8, Fleet
Act1v1t1es, Navy Nn. 3923) provide exchange facilities until departure time
in order to aveid complicaticns which arise when ship's persconnel spend time
ashore, after the deadllne time f”r f1nal conver51on of NPC to "greenbacks”

(2) On the pay line it has DTOVLd neecessary to ellmlnate the one dollar
MFC note because of its swcward size, - Payments were made to the nearest lower
five dollar increment, This has the further advantage of spesding up the
pay %ine which helps avnid confliction with ship's operatlnns. The total
Military Pay Rell for the perlﬁd was $2 135 52 h 15, with an average monthly
cash payroll of $244,000,00." - . R . S

" (3) The handling of fereign currency was llmlted to a dally exchange llne.-'

“One hundred-million four hundred forty. thousand. yen were passed. out . to ESSEX
persnnnel in exchunoe fnr $279 000 Hurmg the eléht month p@rlod

. {4) Currency requlremerts during nperatlﬂns in the fnrward area are modi- .

vfled by the fact that from one third to two thirds of the monthly cash payroll:

is returned through Ship'!s Store sales, postal money order business,. the ex-
change of Yen, etc, The purcentage of return is 'in q1rect rplutlﬁnshlp tﬂ the
time. spent in port or at sea.v : : ' : :

g; ?eplenlshment Underwav

(1) Replenlshment underway was ocne of the most *nterestlng phases of the
ﬂES°EX cruise in Far Eastern"waters.vvdeplenlshment days, normally held every
fourth day underwa—, nccasirnally were held on the third day if weather cnn—“
-~ ditions were nnt suitable frr flight operations. - The Chlbf items of 1ntbrest
“to the Supply Department during replenishment perz@ds were the receiving of
~Navy Special Fuel 0il; Aviation Gasoline, Freight and Provisions, Transfer -
- of varinus cridcal items from this ship through the replenlshrent ships to
._other ships in tbe Task Group was also accompjshpd‘v;' '




and frelght was received 1n ve.r:’mus quantrbles as 1t a.I‘I'le,d or was assembled .
in the Far. Eastern area. : ‘

(2) ‘Pertinent facts and’ averages concernlng Ngvy Spec1al Fuel 011;
Aviation Gasoline and Provisions receipt during the replenlshment perlods
of this cruﬂse are as followse

Navv Spe01al Fuel.Oil

Averaze time per 100,000 gallons L5 minutes

Average gallons per hour received _ 132,650 gallens
Highest amount received in gallens .

per hour on: a single day of replenishment,. 191,600 gallons
Lowest amount received in gallons per '

hour en a single day of replenishment , 73,850 gallons

Aviation Gasnline

Average time per 100,000 gallens ‘ 1 hour 29 minutes
- Average gallons per hmur received €2,100 gallons
Highest amount received in gallons : -
per hrur on-a single day nf replenlshment . 137,750 gallons
Lowest amount received in guallens: B ‘
per hour on a single day of replenishment. ' 22,459 gallons
Provisions
Average provisions tﬂnnage received per hour ' ' 95 tons s
Highest- tonnage per hour on a single day of IR LS

replenishment, ) ’ , , | 77 tons:

* The low amounts listed-above were-in all cases- attributable to replenishment:
during rough weather, . However, in spite of the weather, .the replenishment '
pericds during the entire cruise were relatively smﬂoth in operaticn and are-

preferred to replenlshment perlods in. port., :

We F WODLE

CNO. (Aivnce, alrmall) (2) ‘ . USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CV47y
COMAIRPAC (4dvance, alrmall)(lO) . USS VaLLEY FOIGE (CV45) -
CINCPACFLT( Advance, - alrmall\(z) IR :USS*BON HOMME HICH&KD (CV31)
COMCADIV ONE - , T USS HNTIETAM (CV36) .
COMSEVENTHFLT -~ © .- USS KEARSARGE. (CV33)
COMNAVFE - e ORI s evets (5)

~ COMCARDIV FIVE i S evG 1L

© COMCARDIV THREE . L CVG 101

‘USS'BOXER (Cv2l) o . S0 CV3102
USS PRINCETON (CvV37) QIR TASK GROUP ONE .
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ms‘s‘l‘[l‘[n DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:

From: Commanding Offi DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
o hie g5 ope POD DIR 5200.1Q

To: Chief of Naval Operations
Via: (1) Commander Carrier Division THHEE
(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet
(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East
(4) Commarder in Chief, U, S, Pacific Fleet

Subj: Action Report for the Period 18 July 1952 to 4 September 1952

Ref: (a) OpNav Instruetion 3480.h
Encl: (1) Air Task Group TWO Action Report, 18 July 1952 to 4 September 1952

1. In accordance with reference (a), the action report for the period 18 July
1952 to 4 September 1952 is hereby subtmitted,

PART I COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MISSION.,

__a, During the period 18-26 July 1952, USS ESSEX (CV9) was a unit of
~—Special Task Group 50.8. This group was composed of the following uni tsg
USS ESSEX (CV9), CTG 50.8 and ComCarDivITHREE, RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, embarked,

USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CV47) and screening units,

b. During the above period USS ESSEX (CV9) operated in the South China
Sea, the Formosa Strait and off the East Coast of Formosa in accordance with
comSEVE\IIHFlt Operations Plan 75-52 and ComCarDivIHREE Operations Order 1-52,

/ The mission of TG 50.8 was to make a show of force off the China Coast
{ as @ deterrent to Communist Chinese agressive actions against Formosa and to

( bolster the morale of Nationalist Chinese Forces on Formosa in support of United
\

Nations Policy on Formosa,

¢. During the period 27 July-l September, USS ESSEX (CV9) was a unit of
Task Force 77 at various times composed of the following units: USS ESSEX (CV9),
ComCarDivIHREE, RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, embarked, USS BON HOMME RICHAED (CV3l),
ComCarDivONE, RADM H. E. REGAN, USN, embarked, USS BOXER (CV21), ComCarDivTHREE
RADM A, SOUCEK, USN, embarked, USS PRINCETON (CV37), USS IOWA (BB61) ComSEVENTH
F}];i s VADM J. J, CLARK, USN, embarked, and various heavy support and screening
ships,

d, During this latter period, USS ESSEX (CV9) operated off the East~ Coast
of Korea in accordance with CTF 77 Operations Order 22-51 (2nd Revision), plus
supplemental plans and orders issued during the period. '

The mission of TF 77 was primarily to support United Nations ground
forces in Korea, The support missions included close support, amed and
photographic reconnaissance, interdiction of enemy supply lines and strikes

-t
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e, The ESSEX Air Group flew across Korea twice to make coordinated large
scale strikes with the Air Force and other United Nations aircraft; the first of
these on 20 August was against a supply area in the vicinity of YD 1058 and the
other on 29 August was against related targets in the general area of the
capital city of Pyongyang. During the month additional heavy attacks were flown
against power plants at Kyosen #1, Kyosen #2 and Chosen #l. The increased
antiaircraft fire encountered at these targets, particularly Chosen #1 indicates
their value and importance to the enemy, Other large scale strikes were made
against Chongin by three carriers on 2 August and again on 1 September and
against the Hoeam=~dong synthetic oil plant on 1 September.

f. The shift of emphasis from the rail interdiction program to important
industrial and military targets has been, it is believed, an increased '
contribution to the overall United Nations effort. It has also been more in
keeping with the inherent ability of a carrier task force to utilize surprise and
keep the enemy off balance, The success of these attacks and the very
considerable decrease in losses of pllots and aircraft is proof of the wisdom

of the present program of operations,

g. The value of coordinated intelligence from all sources cannot be over
emphasized., Recent high quality photographs of assigned targets increase the
accuracy of attacks and are ot great assistance in avoiding heavy flak areas

and in flak suppression,

he The coordination of flak suppression flights by jets with strikes by
propeller aircraft contributed effectively to the success of attacks and
certainly was a major factor in reducing losses and damage from enemy anti
aircraft fire, The necessity forlmenchingthe faster jets after the prop strikes
and recovery before the strike aircraft returns complicates scheduling but is

well worth the effort and it is reecommended that it be continued,

PART II CHRONOLOGY:

18 July 0635 Departed Subic Bay, Philippine Islands enroute Formosa
Strait, in accordance with ComCarDivTHREE OpOrder 1-52.
OTC, CanCarDivTHREE (RADM A, SOUCEK), embarked,

19 July Conducted Air Operations enroute Formosa Strait.

20 July Enroute Formosa Strait. During refueling of USS DUNCAN
(DDR874), DUNCAN lost steering control,
1119 DUBCAN slid into the side of the ESSEX, breaking the after
fueling boom and extensively damaging mount 311, DUNCAN
sustained ma jor damage after 5 inch gun mount.

21 July Alr operatiens cancelled due to bad weather,

22 July Conducted Air Operations--mass air parade over Formosa,
AB:.0ly. Conducted Air Operations--mass air parade over Formosa
' Strait,
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26 July
27 July
28 July
29 July

30 July

31 July
1 August

2 August

3 August
4 August

5 August
6 August

7 Auvgust

8 August

9 August

1700

0600

1340

0530

0603
0608

1352

1328

Enroute Yokosuka, Jé,pa.n.

Moored Piedmont Pier, Yokosuka, Japan,
Moored Piedmont Pier, Yokosuka, Japan,
Moored Piedmont Pier, Yokosuka, Japan,

Pursuant to CTF 77 confidential dispatch 270300Z July,
underway for Area Sugars '

Conducted refresher flight operations enroute Area Sugar,
Rendezvoused with USS STICKEL (DD888),

Conducted refresher flight operations enroute Area Sugar,

Joined Task Force 77, OTC, CemCarDivONE (RADM H. E, REGAN)
in BON HOMME RICHARD, Task Force replenished, Conducted
First Combat Air Operations against the enemy to commence
second ESSEX Korean tours

Conducted Air Operations,

AD BuNo 129011, crashed ahead of the ship., Pilot (LTJG
L. ADDICOTT) rescued by helicopter., No injuries.

FLU BaNo 96951 suffered a similar accident. Pilot (LTJG
W, RALSTON) rescued by helicopter.~ minor injuries,

Conducted Air Operations,

Task Force replenished,

ComCayDivITHREE (RADM A, SOUCEK) in BOXER relieved ComCarDivONE
(RADM H, E, REGAN) as O0TC, BON HOMME RICHARD departed for
Yokosuka, Japan, Conducted AA firing practice,

Conducted Air Operations,

Scheduled air operations cancelled because of major fire on
BOXER, Received eight BOXER personnel, rescued by
helicopters, .

ComCarDivTHREE (RADM A, SOUCEK) and Staff transferred via
high line from BOXER to USS WALKER (DDE507) to ESSEX.

Conducted /ir Operations.

ADLN BuNo 124710 ditched near Yangdo Island, due to loss of
o1l pressure, Pilot (LT J. C. NORTON) and 2 crewmen picked
up wninjured by USS OZBOURNE (DD846) and retumed via high
line, BOXER departed for Yokosuka, Japan.

Task Force replenished, BON HOMME RICHARD joined Force.
Conducted AA firing practice,
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12 August Conducted Air Operations,

13 August Task Force replenished,

14 August Conducted Air Operatiors.

15 August Conducted Air Operations,

16 August Conducted Air Operations,

17 August Task Force replenished, Conducted AA firing practice.

18 August Scheduled air operations cancelled because of bad weathér
preceding typhoon Karen,

¥ August Scheduled air operations cancelled because of bad weather
accompanying typhoon Karen, ’

20 August Conducted air operations, participating in coordinated UN
strike on supply arcas, West Coast of Korea,

21 August Conducted iir Operations, |

22 August Task Force replenished,

23 August " Conducted Air Operations,

2L August Scheduled air operations cancelled because of bad weather,

25 August Scheduled air operations cancelled because of bad weather,

BOXER rejoined Task Force,

26 August Task Force replenished, ComCarDivTHREE (RADM A, SOUCEK) and
staff transferred via high line to BOX¥R., Conducted AA

firing practice,

27 August Conducted air operations,

28 August Bad weather cancelled morning flights. Conducted air
operations in afternoon,

29 August Conducted air operations, participating in coordinated UN
strikes on Pyongyange. ;

30 August Task Force replenished,

31 August Scheduled air operations cancelled because of bad weather,

1 September Conducted air operations., ESSEX and PRINCETON ecnducted

joint strikes against oil refinery near town of Hoeam-
dong, northeast comer of Korea, BOXER conducted strikes
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spatceh,
Com?!lFlt: ? THE STRIKES ON MUSAN AND RORAM-DONG MARK A
SIGNAL DEMONSTRATION 7O THE COMMUNISTS THAT WE WILL FIGHT FOR-
OUR FREE WAY OF LIFE X CONGRATULATIONS FOR THE INDIVIDUAL OUT-
STANDING PERFCRMANCE OF THE PILOTS AND WELL DONE TO ALL HANDS X

VADM CLARK SENDS X "
2 September Conducted air operations. |
1121, Captain Paul D, STROOP, USN, relieved vcaptain Walter F. RODEE,
USN, as Commanding Officer USS rSSEX (CV9).
3 September Scheduled air operations cancelled because of bad weather,

4, September Pursuant to CTF 77 Conf. dispatch 301226Z Aug. underway for
Yokosuka, Japan in company with USS BOXER (CV21} -and

USS PARKS (DD&8L).
PART III ORDNANCE .

l. Expenditure cof Air Ordnance.
See enclosure (1)
2, Expenditure of Ship's Ordnance for training.
a. Period 18«31 July 1952
None
be. Period 1-31 August 1952
104 rounds 5"38 AAC
74 rounds 3"50 FCL (VT)
437 rounds 3"50 FCL (VT) Non-Frag
¢, Period 1-4 September 1952

None

3. The performance of ship's ordnance equipment was satisfactory.

PART IV BATTLE DAMAGE:

1, Ship

a, On 20 July, USS HUBBARD DD748 pulled away from along side during
fueling operations before the fueling hose was disconnected resulting in loss
of one 50 foot length of four inch hose,

b, During the same fueling operations on 20 July, USS DUNCAN DD874 had a
steering casualty, Before steering control could be regained, the DUNCAN
scraped the ESSEX on the starboard side, .The ESSEX suffered no personnel loss
or injury, Material damage and loss of equipment was sustained,
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'55 starboard side astm mont #35, There was only slight deniligé %o ¢
plating on sponson Jjust below splinter shield., The damage consisted of approxi-
mately 20 sq. ft. of plating dished in by the bridge of the DUNCAN,

Mount #37, frame 105 starboard, was the next point of contact, The
floater net basket housing, two (2) floater nets were imocked off of the
splinter shield, Two small holes were plerced in the shell plating on the
under side of mount #37 gun sponson and an additional 250 sq. ft. of plating

was damaged,

. As the destroyer drifted aft, the fueling borm at the after fueling
station was badly twisted with flttings and four (4 x 50 foot) lengths of
fueling hose being lost over the side. One length of (4 x 50 foot) fueling
hose was lost at the forward fueling station. The safety rail around the
walkway at frame 94 main deck level was damaged by the fueling hose as it was
torm from its cradle and the fueling boom gave way.

The propeller guard of the DUNCAN made contact with the ESSEX at frame
157 starboard at about the 3rd deck level hitting the protective pipe covering
of the gasoline filter drain line., Only slight damage was caused.

The point of greatest damage was at the gun sponson on the after star-
board quarter. Gun mount #311 was badly damaged by the after twin five inch

gun mount on the DUNCAN,

The DUNCaAN's after mount was trained aft and slightly elevated and as
contact was made between the ESSEX and the DUNCAN, the 5" gun barrels pierced
the under side of the gun mount, Approximately AOO sq. ft. of sponson plating
is badly damaged, 12 ft of the splinter shield is deformed, but can be repaired
and the deck outboard of the gun was torn up. A detailed report of damage :

sustained was submitted to CNO,
PART V PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES:

1, Performance

The performance of all personnel has been excellent and morale has been
a factor requiring no special attention,

2, Casualties

a, Ship's Company

(1) NELSON, Jr., Clarence W, AN, USN, sustained a simple fracture of
the right tivbia, while unhooking a tow bar from an airplane. Starboard wheel
ran over right ankle,

b, Air Task Group TWO

(1) LTJG Donald H, HOWARD, USNR, received minor lacerations of the face
when his aircraft was hit in the canopy by enemy projectiles while flying over
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(2) There were no casualties sustained by Air Group enlisted men,

(3) No flight time was lost due to illness of flying personnel.
(4) There were no man hours lost due to psychriatric disorders.
(5) There were no deaths,

(6) There were no venereal diseases reported.

(7) The morale was good.
¢. Other Ships

On 20 July 1952, STEWARD, P,W. GM3 was received aboard via helicopter
from USS DUNCAN DDR87L with lacerations of left forearm received as result
of collision between USS DUNCAN (DD874) and USS ESSEX (CV9). Eight survivors
were received aboard on 6 August 1952, as a result of a fire on USS BOXER (CV21).
They were admitted to the sick list for approximately eight hours and returned
e duty.

PLRT Vi COMMENTS:

1, Engineering Department

a, Engineering maintenance has been seriously hindered as a result of re-
duced upkeep availability. The combination of curtailed navy yard overhaul
availability and subsequent continuous operation has allowed little pre-
ventative maintenance, During the one month availability at Puget Sound Naval
Shipyard only work of a known or emergency nature was accomplished, Since -~
leaving the yard the ship has had three periods of 4, 3, and 10 days in San
Diego, three periods of 20 hours, 17 hours, and 71 hours in Pearl Harbor, one
period of one day in Subic Bay, and one period of é0 hours in Yokosuka out of
a total of 115 days. The lack of opportunity for the ships force to properly
inspect worn machinery since the ships return from the first tour of duty is now
manifesting itself in machinery failures.

b. Recommendations

None

c, Steaming Data

18-31 July 52 1-31 Aug 52 14 Sep 52

01l received 105050 2481125 0
0il delivered 382021 549389 75552
011 consumed underway 867900 1811930 278410
0il consumed at anchor 30470 0 0
Hours underway 268,8 Thds 96
Hours at anchor 66,2 0 0
Average speed 18.9 15,9 17,2
Miles steamed 5080 11829 1651
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a, Catagg;t

During the period of this report the catapult operation was considered
normal with exception of the following minor discrepancies:

(1) On 5 August the port catapult cable tensioner jammed. Investigation
revealed the ram was pitted, scored and the lips on the female follower turned
under, The follower was machined down amd new chevron packing installed,

(2) On 12 August the port catapult domes of the cable whip dampers required
new "O" ring seals,

(3) On 14 August the port catapult main oil supply line to the firing valve
developed a leak, Investigation revealed that the reducer bushing threads were
damaged. New reducer bushings were locally manufactured and installed.

(4) On 17 iAugust the starboard catapult cable tensioner ram stuck at about
two (2) feet from the "full in" position. Investigation revealed that the ram
packing follower was out of round, This was corrected by machining the follower
down to ,005 I.D. and installing new packing.

be. Arresting Gear

Arresting gear operation during this period was considered normal and
satisfactory, The lowest time required for rerigging jet barricade was 4.5
minutes,

The port barricade stanchion has become distorted inboard and the base
plate distorted outboard, possibly due to jet barricade engagement, This causes
scoring of the ram cylinder. The barricade is still operational and will be
repaired upon entering port., A report is being submitted to Naval Shipyard
Bremerton,

¢, Alreraft Ordnance

The aircraft ordnance division shortage of personnel continues to present
a problem, With the present number of personnel it is impossible to properly
man all arming control stations during rearming of aircraft, Loading schedules
have been met however, at the expense of tiring arming crews by working exces-
sively long hours,

d,. Maintenance
(1) General:

The first operational tour found the aircraft maintenance division
working hard to meet the needs of the embarked group. Five (5) QEC's, six (6)
propellers, one hundred sixteen (116) tire and wheel assemblies, and 1274 spark
plugs were drawn from supply and/or cleaned, built up, or otherwise prepared for
installation by the squadrons, Thirty three thousand (33,000) cubic feet of
oxygen were delivered by trailer during four hundred seventy eight (478) aircraft
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mmm as to the exast aircraft maintenmnce respon-
‘sibilities of the Air Department Maintemance Division, Recommendations are being
submitted by separate correspondence,

(2) Persomel:

Some difficulty was experienced by lack of "know how" in engine buildup,
Three AD ratings had been sent to Jet Engine School on a returnable quota, ppdis# to
deployment, but were not returned to the ship.

(3) Facilities, Equipment, and Material:

It is noted that the KB 19R~2 plugs are falling far short of the 180
hours specified by GEB 136, R.,U.,D.M.'s should be forthdoming,

Considerable time was spent by the division metalsmiths in fabricating
a combination engine build up and installation stand for J34 engines which are
used in conjunction with a universal tail jack. The J34 engine overhaul stands
(R85-WXT=243265~51) furnished by the section "G" allowance are entirely unsuited
for carrier maintenance,

The one hydraulic test stand provided for hydrolube by section "G'
allowance has proved inadequate, partly due to drop check requirements prom-
ulgated by ComAirPac dispatch 3020122 of April 1952, One test stand should be
provided for each F9F squadron embarked, and one has been ordered "in excess"

by this vessel,

y A jack shortage, likewise developed, due to frequent drop checks of
F9F A/C.

The section "G" allowance specifies six (6) 7.5 ton jacks but this vessel
has procured jacks in quantities and for reasons shown:

Two (2) 12 ton for AD's ~ 7.5 ton jacks too light for carrier jacking.
Four (4) 5 ton for FH - 7,5 ton jacks too high.
Four (4) 7.5 ton jacks for FLU's and F9F's,

Two (2) more 7;5 ton jacks have been ordered to expedite jacking of
FOF1sg,

A preservation machine is badly needed and, although a section "GV
allowance item; this vessel has been unable to obtain one.
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ssrvicing has put a heavy load on the oxycen tr-ne® ¢ wri.. . . .. "o L
has only been obtained by timely, ample procurement of spere parts ana Irequcut
repairs,

The twelve (12) fifty (50) foot jumper cords (28 volts) provided by
secti~n "G" have proven inadequate in length and number, No racks were nrovided
for their stowage, APU's were used almost entirely for 28 vclt 4/C power on tne
hangar deck to the exclusion of the ship's installed system, until 100' cords and
stowage racks were installed on or adjacent to each of the eight (8) deck edge

22.volt putlets on the hangar deck.

One hundred (100) foot cords and stowage racks are now being installed
adjacent to flight deck outlets in anticipation of cutting down on APU cperations
and usage on short lived, easily breakable AFU's,

Wide separation of 117 volt ship service receptacles precluded the use
of this current in the UPM~8 for checking APX-6 at all aircraft locations on flight
and hangar decks. This difficulty was overcome by modifying a cable assembly,
furnished in accordance with C,A.P. S/L Ser, 70/1295, to take a single phase of
the numerous 120 volts, 3 phase, LOO cycle aircraft electronics service power

outlets,

Suitable shop facilities are not currently provided on 27A conversions
for aircraft engine work, Work benches and stowage cabinets for the material and
equipment used in this work, especially engine build up, are currently being
installed on the hangar deck aft of frame 196, A Ship ilt, will be submitted
covering this installation,

Hangar deck stowage facilities are not provided for stowing APS-19
radomes and sonobuoy dispensers when removed due to use of aircraft for other
missions, An eight (8) radome rack has been installed on the after hangar deck
for the radomes and torpedo dollys are presently used for the dispensers,

Propeller changes are now made anywhere on the hangar deck with the use
7f a light block and tackle and a beam clamp obviating the need for a special
spot beneath a chain hoist., If the aircraft is not centered under a overhead
seam two clamps and tackles may be used to give a varying suspension point,

3. Gunnery Department,

a. During the period 18 July - 31 July seven destroyers were refueled at sea,
“en (10) destroyers epue alongside for highline transfers of personnel and freight,

"hree persons were transferred by highline.

b, During the period 1 -~ 31 August, this vessel replenished ammunition at sea
sight (#) times, receiving a total of 104l.2tons at an average rate of 76.& tons
ver hour, The greatest tonnage reeeived in one hour was 90 tons. Provisions
were replenished at sea three (3) times with this vessel receiving a total of 242,5
tons at an average rate of 50,4 tons per hour and the fastest hourly rate being
69 tons, Thirty-nine destroyers came along side for highline transfers of
personnel and freight, and tumdue1Fdestroyers were refueled at sea,
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S Durdng the period d«h Sephambef 1952.
None :
4e Supply Departmént

a, Aviation Stores

(1) The ESSEX commenced this operating period with approximately 90% of
Buller allowance list items on board. Those shortages which caused most trouble
during the period weres

(a) F9F=2 Nose Wheels

(b) AD-L Propellers

(c¢) AD-4 and FLUL-L Tail Wheels

(d) F9F-2 Nose Struts

(e) Aircraft clocks

(f) F9F=2 Fuel Pumps

(g) Fi4U=~k Fuel warning transfer switches,
. (k) Red and Green flight deck jerseys,

(2) Supply sources utilized for aeronautical material were (1) ASB, Fleet
Activities, Yokosuka; (2) ASA, Naval Supply Depot, Guam; and (3) ASD, Naval Supply
Center, Oakland, Since departure of the USS JUPITER, AVS-8, the Aviation Supply
Branch, Yokosuka, has taken over support of aircraft carriers in the Japan-Korea
area, ASB has been able to furnish approximately 65% of items requested; the re-
mainder were passed to ASA, Guam, or ASD, Oakland, for action only if ordered
on a Priority A or B basis, As ASB is not making any obligations, all "NIS" or
YNC" items not ordered on a Priority A or B basis have been cancelled, This has
brought about a large number of Priority B requests in order to insure delivery
of high usage items prior to depletion of remaining stock on hand,

(3) It has been determined that the time required to receive material
"on the line" in the following categories is as follows:

(a2) From ASB, Yokosuka via COD - approximately 4 or 5 days,
(b) From ASB, Yokosuka via fleet freight - approximately 20 days.
(¢) From Continental U,8, via government air -~ approximately 20 days.

(d) From Continental U.S. via surface shipment - approximately 45 to
50 days.

(4) Squadrons being deployed to the forward area are advised to obtain
a full allowance of sections "E" and "U" material prior to embarking on the parent
carrier as subject items are exceedingly difficult to obtain in the forward area,
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‘ M*mwmmm-mumm«mmmum,
MmmmWwomu hand 'tools, office supplies and rags.
Electronics and machinery spare parts are the most difficult parts to replace,

(2) In several instances empty gas cylinders have been received in place
of full ones, resulting in extra handling of bottles and a more limited stock
of desired gases on hand,

. ﬁ

c. Comissary

(1) Receipt of mrovisions during replenishment on the line has been
stepped up approximately 20 tons per hour by the additional use of the high line,

5. Administration

a, Personnel Count:

- During the period of operation the average on-board count was as follows:

Officer Enlisted - Total
Ship's Company 126 1944 2070
Marine Detachment 2 60 62
Air Group 130 622 752
, E-7 BE6 BE5 Bk B3 E=2
Transfers: 3 7 9 11 10 1
Receipts: 5 3 1 5 26 36
Petty Officers: Pay Grade Allowed On Board Percent
E~7 /0 76 102%
E-6 171 72 57.8%
E~5 265 118 55.5%
E- 37 450 120%

There continues to be a shortage of petty officers in the following
ratings: QM, FC, MM, BT, EM, IC, 40, AA/AN, HA/HN, and WN.

b, The delivery of mail during this period has been slightly below average
in comparison to previous periods, This may have been caused by the nature of
operations just prior to reporting to ComNavFe and the relatively short period
in pOI't.

¢, This vessel requested special services hotel reservations for the period
6-14 September for 100 officers and 300 enlisted. The reservations assigned were
50 officers and 53 enlisted for special services hotels., Ninety percent of the
reservations for enlisted covered only two day periods, including travel time,
Ninety reservations were allowed at Camp Yokohama, The majority of these special
service reservations were assigned pilots and aircrewmen, These will be augmented

by three (3) day leave privileges. ) ’
| BEC\_ASS\F\ED
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. a. loran positions have been much ved_with ‘the use of the new Japan-
located station 2HO and M1, These stations gave very accurate positions when
near Honshu in the Japan Sea, diminishing somewhat when nearer Korea, Tables
have been requested, Loran charts have besen provided but their small scale makes
accurate fixing difficult, '

7. Operations Department,
a. Alr Operations

(1) After more than a year, an automatic keyer for the low frequency homer
has been placed in operation, A MC ELROY PHOTO TUBE KEYER and a tape puller were
located in Naval Reserve Stock and authority to draw this equipment was granted
by BuShips. A continuous paper tape, coded with India Ink, is employed, giving
identification every thirty seconds with a twenty second dash on each side,
Connections are made directly to the transmitter at a remote telegraph station
located in Air Operations, The Keyer has been highly satisfactory in operation and
it is recommended that the equipment be furnished to all CV's until such time as
specially designed equimment is available for this purposew giteration submitted,

(2) The controls for the YE, Racon and Homer are now installed in the
Air Operations space, This makes a convenient working arrangement. :

(3) It is recommended that an AN/ARC-l radio be installed in Air
Operations to replace one of the Remote HRadio Stations. Commitments on the TDQ-
RCK equipment prohibit guarding two other carriers lard/launch and a helicopter
circuit, One AN/ARC-l and one TDQ-RCK would eliminate this difficulty.

(4) 1929 sorties wers flown during the period totalling 4,110.6 hours,
34 sorties aborted.

b, Photography.
(1) Film drying

(a) After much trial and error, the newly installed AIOA aero film
dryers have been found to be efficient machines. It is important that only
qualified personnel be allowed to operate them however, The machines must be
observed constantly to assure that the film is properly centered and feeding -
freely, The operator must learn to tell by the curl of the film whether the film
is coming through too brittle or too wet, Lack of vigilence on his part can ruin
several feet of film almost immediately.

(b) Only two mechanical difficulties have been experienced with the
AJOA dryers., The solenoid cut-out switch for the film take-up spindle often fails
to actuate properly. It was found that this was due to damage sustained when the
heavily weighted spool had dropped on the actuating lever, This weighted spool
has been replaced with a lighter one, thus decreasing chances of damage to the
cut-out solenoid, and also exerting less force on the film, allowing it to ride
against the feed rollers inside the dryer and clear of the heat louvers,
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(d) Spaee 13 stin a problem, Ont dryer is installed cmtcm.ly
within the main photo laboratory, The other is installed in the film stowage
room directly across the passageway from the laboratory, The latter space is too

small to allow proper operation.
¢, Aerology.

(1) It was found by using the metalic screen reflector instead of the
tin foil reflector for obtaining RAWINS that higher altitudes could be tracked
and the target returns were larger,

(2) It is recormended that carriers having facsimile equipment no longer
be required to transmit surface analyses to the OTC., When transmitting, the
facsimile transmitter cuts out the ships communication equipment with heavy in-
terference, Dispatching a verbal analysis is considered adequate,

(3) During the reporting period nine days of flight operations were
cancelled due to bad weather,

d, Communications,

(1) The ship began the period with a relatively new and untrained Com-
minication Section,

(a) Only two CWO's had any previous experience in this type of worke.

Fnlisted personnel were equally inexperienced. Only fifty percent of the allow-
ance of rated men were on board, Close supervision and continued on-the~job
training for the enlisted men and a nightly communication class for officers has
improved this situation somewhat, A continued rizorous training program should
bring about desired results,

(2) During the time CTF 77 (ComCarDiv 3) was embarked the BOXER loaned
the ESSEX three rated Radiomen and three rated Telemen to assist in the added
workload, While the Flag was aboard traffic jumped from an average of three
hundred dispatéhes per day to an average of nine hundred eighty-two per day.
During the reporting period on the line the Communication Secticn processed a
total of 26,770 messages.,

(3) Keeping in operation the two CSP 2900's belonging to the ship and the
one belonging to the Flag, proved a problem, CTF 77 requested and received anothez
machine from the RPIO in Yokosuka.. No qualified CRF perscnnel were available
however, This situation will be improved when the minor CRF is set up and qualifia
CRF personnel made available,

e, Photographic Interpretation.
(1) The major portion of the Photographic Interpretation during this period

consisted of target searches with the flak studies of the rail routes being of
next importance, The flak studies of the rail routes changed in format from the
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a 1/50,000 chart, This method has proved very satisfactory from the standpoint
of the photo interpreter. It saves many man hours, byt for use in flak suppressio
strikes the mosaic type is of much more value, It is recommended that a system
be instituted whereby periodic photographic touraids are distributed by the
photographic interpretation unit at Atsugi and implemented by current flak studies
on the 1/50,000 charts by the carrier photo interpreters.

(2) All interpretation was accomplished from fully annotated sonne
prints rather than from flash prints. This proved to be more efficient in the
combined teamwork between the photographic labcratory, the photo interpreter
and the photo detachment, Inasmuch as the interpreter and the photo pilots did
not work in the same spaces, the use of annotated prints speeded the job of
identifying the area photographed, By not printing "flash" prints the photo
lab was able to deliver rolls of film sooner to the photo pilots for annotation
and allowed them to complete their work sooner.

(3) The interpretation unit operated under the slogan of "a picture
for every pilot" on all strikes. The attack pilots had individual annotated
photos of each target while the flak suppression pilots also had individual
photos to pinpoint eash gun position. Prior to each strike the latest photo-
graphy was interpreted for all possible flak positions which were duly noted on
the individual photos and on the larger briefing mosaics,

(4) The K~25 damage assessment camera was soon shelved upon the de-
velopment of an excellent F-56 camera installation for the AD aircraft. The
larger plate size and longer focal length proved to be a great improvement over
the K-25, Further details are being submitted in enclosure (1),

(5$ The photo interpretation unit of the ESSEX consists of one Lieutenant,
graduate of the Photographic Interpretation Center, and three enlisted assistants,
graduates of the Barbers Point and Alameda PI schools, This number is considered
ideal, and it is conslidered important that at least one of the assistants be either
an experienced assistant or a first or second class petty officer.

(6) The photo interpretation unit operated in the flag intelligence space
at such times when ComCarDiv THREE was not embarked on the ESSEX, So long as
the flag intelligence space is available the interpretation working conditions
are considered excellent, When the ship's PI is relegated to Print Shop #2, the
0zalid room, the working space is considered inadequate and the filing space negli-
ble, In either working space the problem of filing the 9" x 18" K-18 and K~38 :
photography is still unsolved., As the cruise progresses and the Banshees fly more
coverage, this problem will become increasingly complicated. Added experience
should bring about a solution to this problem.

f. Air Intelligence
(1) Material, Maps and Charts
(2)concertel effort was made to obtain all the necessary intelligence
materials and supplies prior to deployment, It is estimated that about fifty

thousand (50,000) maps, of various scaleg, with a total weight of approximately
two and one-~quarter tonsg, were brought aboard during this period.
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A discussion of the services obtained from various Air Navigation offices is
being submitted by separate correspondence as being of possible assistance for
future deployments.

(b) The use of 1:50,000 ocale maps has increased to a marked degree
over the first Korean tour, and it is felt that this is due largely to the type of
operations now in progress where the planes attack widely separated areas
and diversified targets, whereas previously emphasis was placed on the rail and
bridge interdiction program, Unfamiliarity of some of the pilots with the area ma
also account for the unusual rate of consumption of 1:50,000 scale maps. De-
tailed comments on the attrition rate of these maps will be submitted in sub-
sequent action reports. »

v Ee CIC

During the first tour on the line of the second ESSEX Korean cruise the
CIC operated with a total complement of 50 enlisted men and § officers. Under
the circumstances it 1s considered that the personnel were adequate to handle
the assigned tasks, However, the pinch was felt during the time that ComCarDiv
THREE was aboard, It is considered that a minimum of 56 to 60 enlisted men
be assigned to CIC (with staff embarked) to properly handle all aspects of CIC
work, Due to the fact that there were 15 stations to be manned each watch the
men were divided into three duty sections, The officers stood watches as follows;
Five (5) were on the regular CIC watch schedule and three (3) were assigned :
duties as Air Controllers both strike and CAP, Five (5) of the total sight (8)
officers mentioned above have had 22 months aboard and it is anticipated that they
will all receive orders to cther duty within a one or two monthsperiods. If
possible 1t would be better if fewer officers (especially experienced) were
rotated in so short a time, Replacements for these five (5) officers have just
ccme aboard,

Indoctrination in ATP-1 proceeded smoothly., Lectures were scheduled
for all officers in the Operations Department; any others who wished to were
welcome to attend., Each chapter was assigned to one of the officers in CIC
who was responsible for the presentation thereof, These lectures were also
attended by the 00D's who were asked to make constructive suggestions and inform
all attendants how some particular point effected this ship when operating with
TF=77. Each lecture was given twice daily so all who needed to could con-
veniently attended.

It is recommended that the CiC officers of the various ships in the Task

Force be called together at the ~cavenience of the staff to standardized details
of CIC operations of a routine uature, :

LR,

DECU\SS‘HED 'PAUL D. STROOP
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Coples to: :

- CNO (2) Advance
CINCPACFLT (2) Advance
CINCPACFLT EVALUATION GROUP
COMNAVFE (1) Advance
COMNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP
COMSEVENTHFLT (1) Advance
CTF=77 (1) Advance
ComCarDiv 1

ComCarDiv 3

ComCarDiv §

COMAIRPAC (10)

COMSERVPAC

COMFAIRALAMEDA
COMFATRJAPAN

NAVAL WAR COLLEGE

USS BOXER (CV21)

USS BON HOMME RICHARD (CV31)
USS VALLEY FORGE (CVAS)
USS FHILLIPINE SEA (CV47)
USS PRINCETON (CV37)

USS ORISKANY (CV3L)

USS KEARSARGE (CV33)
CVG-2

CVG=~5

CVG~7

CVG=9

CVG~11

CVG=15

CVG-19

CVG=101

CVG-102 )

ATG=2 (5)
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o USS ESSEX (CVA9) ' :
c/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California CVa9/416-13

Ser 0175
1 November 1952

BEEER%‘HEB DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
Froms Commanding Officer DOD DIR 5200.10
Tos Chief of Naval Operations
Via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVINTY SEVEN

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet

(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East

(4) Commander in Cnief, U, S. Pacific Fleet

Subj: Action Neport for the period 5 September to 1 November 1952
Ref: {a) OpNav Instruction 3480.4

Encl: (1) Air Task Group TWO Actinn Report for pericd 5 September to 1
November 1952

l, In accordance with reference (a), the action Leport for the period 5
September to 1 November 1952 is hereby submitted,

P4RT I COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES :ND MISSICN

8. During the period 5 September to 1 November, U.S.S5. ESSEX (CVA»$)
was a unit of Task Force 77 at various times composed of the following units:
U.S.S. "SSEX (CVA9) K U.S.S, BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA3l), ComCarDiv ONE, RaDM
H, E, REGAN, USN, embarked, U.S.S. PRINCETON (CVA37), U.S.S. KEahSa:GE (CVAa33),
ComCarDiv FIVE, RADM R. F, HICKEY, USN, embarked, U.S.S. IOW4 (BB61l), and
U.S.5. MISSOURI (BB&3), ComSEVENTHF1t, VaDM J. J. CLaRK, USN, embarked, and
various other heavy - support and screening ships.

b. During the subject period, U.S.S. ESSEX (CVA9) operated off the East
Coast of Korea in accordance with CTF 77 Operations Order 22-51 (2nd revisien),
plus supplemental plans and orders issued during the period. )

C. The mission of TF 77 was primarily to support United Nations ground
forces in Korea, The support missions included close and deep support, armed and
photographic reconnaissance, interdiction of enemy supply lines and strikes
against enemy installaticns,

d- The ESSEX Air Group on three occasions joined with the Air Forces in
coordinated strikes against K-rean targets; the first of these on 5 Uctober was
against vehicle, supply and personnel shelters in the vicinity of HOEYiNG; the
second on 7 October against supply and storage areas at YONGPYONG-NI and the
third on 8 October against the railway and highway bridges at KOWON. From 12
October through 16 October the ESSEX Air Group joined with those of the carriers
PRINCETON, BON HOMME RICHARD, and KEARSaRGE in support of forces under Commander
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-mrhilious Group THREE in training menuevers in the vieinity of KOJO in
accordance with CTF 77 Operations Order 25a~52,

es On 24 October the ESSEX and BON HOMME RICHARD joined in strikes on
mining, railroad and other facilities at HYES.NJIN, a stone's throw from
Manchuria. Throughout the pariod strikes were made against personnel, vehicle
and supply areas at the bombline, Assessment of damage can be evaluated only
against the ability of the enemy to mount future offensives,

PLRT IT ORDNANCE

1. Expenditure of Air Ordnance.
a, See enclosure (1)

2. Expenditure of Ship's Ordnance for Training,

5-30 Sept 3-31 Oct
5"/38 auC 192 191
51/38 (VT) Non~-frag o] 85
5"/38 BL & T 0 83
3/50 FCL (VT) 98 L5
3"/50 FCL (VT) Non-~frag . 477 597
3"/50 BL & T 12 0

3. The performance of ship's ordnance equipment was satisfactory.

PART TTI BATTLE DalMAGE

1, The ship received no battle damage. Enclosure (1) contains damage to aTG-2
aireraft and damage inflicted on the enemy,

P;iRT IV PERSOMNEL PEIFORMaNCE sND CaSUALTIES

1. The performance of all personnel has been excellent, There were no cas-
ualties to personnel of ship's company. Personnel casualties sustained by
ATG~2 are listed in enclosure (1),

PART TV COMMENTS:

1, Air Department,

a, Catapult

(1) On 16 September 1952, while firing test no load shots, the port
catapult failed to retract. Subsequent investigation revealed the cause to
be an expansion of the braking cylinder which prevented the passage of the
crosshead over that arez,
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(2) On 18 September following the ordering of a new cylinder, the
ESSEX sailed to rejoin Task Force 77, operating with the starboard catapult
alone, After three (3) days of successful operations, on 21 September, CTF
77 ordered the ESSEX to proceed to Sasebo, Japan, arriving there 24 September,
The new braking cylinder awaited the ship's arrival and necessary material and
personnel were made available there,

(3) By the morning of 26 September, installations and necessary parts
had been restored to cperational condition and test no load shots were condu-
cted throughout the afternoon, A runway shot resulting from a parted towing
bridle prevented completion of the tests until the morning of the 27th after
which the ESSEX got underway to rejoin Task Force 77 again, Following these
repairs, both catapults were in operatirnal condition throughout the remainder
of the cruise, except for short periods when minor repairs were necessary.

b. ARFESTING GEAR

(1) Operations:

Arresting Gear operations have been routine with the exceptione of
the re-reeving job that was required on the number one (1) arresting engine,
following the discovery of breaks on the purchase cable on 30 September, On
8 October, the 50,000 th arrestsd landing aboard the ESSEX was made by LT.
Robert BERGNER, in his 4D-4N Night Fighter,

(2) Barricade and Davis Barrier Rerigging:

The ESSEX left CONUS on 16 June 1952 for the Far East. Since that
date there have been approximaetely seven barrier engagements by jet type ai
craft. after each of the first three engagements it took in excess of ten
minutes to set a ready deck, It became apparent that this was unacceptable
because of critical fuel supply of the F9F, an intensive program of drills |
was initiated utilizing all arresting gear and flight deck persomnel. Drills:
are held just prior to returning to the operating area and at two week interf
vals during an extended operating pericd. The result of this program was a f
reduction of 50% in rerigging time over previous times. The time required to |
set a ready deck after each of the last three engagements have been six, five
and seven minutes respectively. after each of these engagements the barricade
was rerigged in five minutes or less, It is felt that the maximum acceptable
time for rerigging the barricade and barriers shculd not be over six minutes
after a normal engagement., '

(3) Value of Barricade:

Since the barricade has been installed there has been one barricade
engagement during which the Davis Barriers were not engaged, The barricade
had a runout of approximately 65-70 feet. If the barricade had not been inst-
alled, there would have been a flight deck crash similar to the one that took
place in September 1951 when an F2H jumped over the Davis Barriers and crashed
into the planes parked forward on the flight deck.
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¢, AIRCRAFT ORDNANCE

(1) The Air Depertment Ordnance Division shortage of personnel still
continues to be a problem in thaet personnel have been transferred without rep-
lacements, This situation will become more serious as the operating schedule
becomes more difficult to meet due to cold weather conditions,

(2) Difficulty has been experienced in procuring 20mm aircraft
cannon driving springs, This item was ordered in quantities to replenish the
ships allowance, but instesd of receiving the items requested, aircraft gun
charger inner and outer srrings were issued as substitutes for driving spr-
ings. These springs could not be utilized and are now in excess, To alleviate
a critical situation of haring aireraft guns out of commission, fifty (50)
driving springs were procured fram the U.S.S. PRINCETON prior to her depart-
ure from the operating avca.

d. MAINTENANCE
(1) Equipment:

A new type of engine build up stand for reciprocating engines has
been dzveloped and is in use. permitting off ioading of the conventicnal
allowance type. Briefiy ces:ri»ed; the stand consists of three vertical legs, -
one under each side of the engine mount and one under the propeller shaft.

On completion of the build wp; the engine is stored vertically on
the same stand,

Hangar deck space for an additional aircraft has been gained and
three tons of topsicde weiphi. sutiracted.

Tool. box racl:s have been installed oa certain areas of the hangar
deck not accesschls for poviing sireveft. Censcral appearainces are greatly
improved and they have prriza & vzal coavenience for the mechanics,

Radin "gripes!" oflon prove, after investigation, to be headset and
microphone discrepancies. To a'leviate this condition; test sets (TS 387/U)
have been insgtalled i en:n reasy room in ordsr tha% piichs may positively
determine the condition of headsets and microphones prior tc manning planes,

Proper marking of flight clothing can now be performed with a newly
obtained gold print machine, a popular addition to the shipts equirpags.

Difficulties in moving oxygen trailers to filling locations among
closely parked aircraft have been alleviated by installing 50' filler hoses,
fabricated from 3000 P.S.1. hydraulic hose. :

Contrary to the reports of other carriers, the oxygen trailers have
been used during tw~ Korean tours and have proven satisfactory,
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A simple effective tester for the batteries of CRC~7, VHF, search and

rescue transceiver, carried in parerafts has been fabricated on board. Both the
MA" and "B" sides mey be checked under load with one instrument and one plug in.

The much necded, long awaited preservation machine finally arrived and
is considered an excellent piece of equipment. / : :

(2) Material:

The 180 hour BB 19R-2 spark plugs are only averaging 69 hours. Cause
of the difficulty has not been determined.

J42 engines are being received minus the TJC's and high pressure pumps.,
This situation is not critical as long as the Supply Officer ean furnish the
"missing" quantity above the normal usage. :

Spare F4U wings are still being received without F4U Change No, 432
incorparated, Because it is impractical for carriers to make this change,
the wing must be off-loaded,

(3) Personnel:
The persmnei situation has been satisfactory, 4 training program,
_underway since deployment, recently paid off with fifteen (15) men' , out of
sixty four assigned, being advanced in rate on 16 October,

2, Supply Department.

a. Aviation Stores

(1) Installed cargo nets in the overhead of aviation engine store-
room C=L419-4 £nor the storage of damaged aircraft surfaces, thereby reducing
additional demage and providing additional deck storage space.

b, General Stores,

(1) Replenishment while in port from the USS FOLLUX (4KS-4) and
the USS CASTOR (2KS-1) was considered highly satisfactory, about 85% of items
requested being supplied.

(2) The most critical items in the area are:

lumber

metal (bar and plate)
standard forms
bottled gases

(3) Electronics spare parts have been supplied in an excellent
manner - 90% of requests have been filled.

G ’
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(4) Ordance and BuShips spare parts are in short supply, resulting
in high priority requisitions for stateside supply action.

» .
\4
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.

3¢ Administration
a, Personnel Count

During the period of operatirn the average on~bourd count was as follow

Officer Enlisted Total
Ship's Company 127 2054 2181
Marine Detachment 2 62 SN
Air Group 130 624, 754
E7 B=6 B=5 By BE-3 E2 EL
Transfers: 5 &6 5 25 7 0 0
Receipts: o] 3 2 é 1 22 1
Pay Grade Allowed On-Board Per Cent
Petty Officers: E-7 T4 73 G9
E-6 171 .72 43
E-% 265 132 50
E-h 37% 483 129

Three officers and ninedeen (19) enlisted men are on emergency leave,

The on-board count is considered adequate for the mission assigned
and type of operations conducted, There continues to be a shortage of petty
officers in the following ratings: QM, FC, MM, BT, EM, IC, 40, and YN,

b . Mor: ale

Despite an extended tour of oper.tions on~the-line, the morale of
personnel continued to be high., During the latter part of the period there
were indications of fatigue of pilots, loading and flight deck crews and
watch-standers, The delivery of mail during this period was below average
in comparison to previcus periods, This was due to an extension of the
operating period. 4s a result, this vessel received no mail at the last
three consecutive replenishments,

4. Operations Department

a, Alr Operations

No comment
b. Aerology
(1) Weather in the Korean Operating area was normal.

(2) One and one half days of flight operations were cancelled due to
weather, This was caused by active cold fronts passing through the area,
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(3) One replenishment day was cancelled due to heavy weather when a
deep low pressure area developed in the Sea of Japan.

¢. Communication

(1) Since the first period traffic has continued to increase, putting
an added lnad on the already overburdened circuits, During the second period
the ship handled a total of 28,858 dispatches, an average of 411 per day. Of
this number 1394 were originated by the ship and 2546 were addressed to the
ship, The rest were relays, transmitted and received, over the circuits
guarded for CTF 77, George FOX and NDT FOX messages.

(2) During the second perind the rigid training program has been
continued, Close supervisinn, on the job training and classroom instruction
for the enlisted men and an afternoon communications class for officers has
improved the communication section considerably,

(3) The slowing down of the NFN FOX to approximately 22 WPM no
longer necessitates placing the best available operators on this circuit,
This indicates that complete reception of first transmissions, although slower,
is far better than requesting the already overburdened transmitting station
to repeat messages or sections of messages missed,

d. CIC

During the period of thie report CIC operated with an average of 53
men and 10 officers, This complement is considered to be adequate.

Three significant programs were umdertaken during this period as follows
(1) 0.0.D. Training Syllabus,

An 0,0.D. training syllabus for all line officers on board who desired
to qualifs as 0.0.D, underway, with particular emphasis on the qualifying of
CIC officers,,was established, Lectures were given by the Navigator, the
Engineering Officer, and other department heads at specified times. 4all CIC
officers were required to attend these lectures, To date two (2) CIC officers
have qualified and another will be qualified in the near future. All 0.0.Ds:
and J.0,0.Ds were required to stand observation watches in CIC t» better
familjarize themselves with the functions of CIC, Gunnery Liais>n, and Air
Operations. This program proved very effective in a better co-operation and
understanding between combat and the bridge.

(2) CTF 77 iir Control Training and Qualification Program,
CTF 77 has recently commenced a program for the training and qualifying
nf officers from destroyers as "Air Controllers, Day", by having these officers

report to TF 77 carriers on TAD orders fer training, This is considered to be
an excellent program however, it should be realized that the training and
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qualifying of an officer who has never been to CIC School, Air Controller
Schonl or has never been in control of an aircraft before is a long process,
Concentrating on these trzinees in order to get them back to their shipe is

a serious hindrance to the training of the officers pemmanently attached

to the carrlers. Proficlency of the carrier personnel must be kept up., CIC
qualified one (1) offiser and two (2) more were far enough along so that
another three days of air control work would have qualified them also, On the
recommendations of VC-1l, the trainees are also given a short wourse in ASP
Alr Contrcl work, The pilots of VG-11 felt the 4SP Controllers of the .iu. -
destroyers were not using proper techniques and did not know the capabilities
nf the planes or the equipment instzlled, The instructions given to trainees
thus far has already improved ASP Air Control. "

DECLASSIFIED

(3) AEW/ASW/CIC Training Program

On 26 October 1952 CIC and VC-1l Unit ITEM established a co-operative
training program. The object of the program was:

(a) To acquaint certain CIC personnel with (1) the capabilities
and limitations of the AD4W, the aN/APS-204, and other airborne equipment used
for AEW and ASW: (2) Techniques of airborne eir eontrol; and (3) the problems
of the airborme controller and technicians, ‘

(p) To acquaint VC~ll airborne controllers, technicians, and
pilots with CIC, its problems, techniques, and the capabilities and
limitations of its equipment., It is intended that the above objectives be
carried out by a series of AEW/iSW training flights, CIC instructions watches,
and lecturea, The proposed program met with a great deal of enthusiasm, A
total of 24 persons (including two (2) officers, twenty (20) rated men, and

- twe (2) non-rated men) voluntexred to participate, Most of these people have
put in a gond number of hours as shipboard 4SP Controller using both the PO
presentation and regular shipboard radars, In the four (4) operating days
during which this program has been in effect twelve (12) people participated
in ASW training flights totaling 25.4 hours, The schedule for these flights
were arranged "n a non-interference basis with VC-~1l Unit ITEM, Also, during
this period thirteen (13) VC-1l personnel were scheduled for a total of 96
hours of iastruction watch in CIC. Both the instruction watches and the
training flights have proven to be very effective, Personnel who have parti-
cipated have learned much which will benefit them in performance of their
normal duties, Enthusiastic response to the training program and a new inte-
rest in «EW and airborne aSW has been demonstrated by CIC personnel in personal
interviews, It is felt that this program will be of immeasurable benefit to
the men and units involved,

e, Photographic Interperetation

FPhotographic Interpretation during this period continued to be prim-
arily target search and damage assessment., The "touraid" of a rail route is
practically a thing of the past, Flak studies continied to be made but wers .

L] 8
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most often centralized to a specific target area rather than a general route

as had been the pracstice in the past, Flak studies point up the need for

greater emphasis on flak interpretation. Photo interpreters do not agree

among themselves in the interpretion of various types of gun positions, The e
need for a symposium on the subject of flak in the Korean theatre is indicated.

Towards the latter portion of this operating period the hours of day-
light and, thus the hours for acceptable photography diminished. Several
schedulings of late afteraoon or early morning flights in mountainous areas
produced photographic results difficult if not impossible to interpret, 4ll
such missions should be scheduled closer to midday when the sun is near its
zenith,

ECM reports-in the search for enemy radar; however, no positive results were
obtained, An expansion of this work during the next operating period is
anticipated,

An attempt was made to coordinate photographic interpretation with ;;2

The‘F-56 20" camera capsule was continued in use on the AD aircraft
in place of the K-25 for strike photography. Continued excellent results
were obtained.

The interest of the air Group pilots in photography and photographic
interpretation was aroused by a demonstration of stereoscopy involving the
various types of targets peculiar to Korea., For the first time many pilots
were able to see some of the camouflaged supply areas they had been attacking
nearly in the blind, This aroused interest led to a steady stream cf jet
recco leaders peiusing photographs of a scheduled mission so they might be
better prepared for lucrative targets along the route,

The phntographic pilots many times returned from an incomplete
mission with a sense of frustration because their time hzd run out., Time
has proved to be a much more critical item on photographic missions than
either aircraft endurance or film capacity. This is particularly true in the
case of targets at a considerable distance in from the coast _

f. Air Intellirence

(1) Comments on Services of Air Navigation Offices
(a) Air Navigation Office, San Diego

The ennperation of the COMAIRPAC Intelligence Officer and the
Air Navigation Officer was outstanding in all respects. After consulting the
Air Navigation Officer all maps and charts remaining from the first Korean
tour were off lcaded, After the necessary inventory was taken by the Air
Navigation Office, approximately half the maps had to be destroyed due to
obsolescence., The ship was then provided with a.new allnwance of mavs and

charts,
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On one occasiocn, maps Were requested from the Air Navigation Office in the
morning and the charts were loaded aboard ship that same afternoon. This
particular order was placed on a Saturday morning, and yet the Air Navigation
Office needed only five hours to deliver some 15,000 maps aboard neatly boxed
and indexed, Their services could not have been more outstanding.

(v) air Navigation Office, NAS Barbers' Point

The Air Navigation Office at Barbers! Point was requested to
supply certain items in which the ship was deficient, Subsequently, the ship
was notified that zli the items had been delivered. However it was learned
after the ship had gotten underway for WESPAC that some of the items were not
aboard, This oversight was undoubtedly inadvertent, but nevertheless the ship
relied upon the inventory shects received from the air Navigation Office
until the material itself could be unpacked and inventoried. Hence the short-
ages were not disclosed until after the ship had departed Pearl Harbor, and
then it was ton late to notify either Barbers' Point or forward a speedletter
requesting delivery of the missing items in Japan., Except for this incident,
the cooperation and services of the Air Navigation Office at Barbers' Point
was satisfactory.

(¢) Air Navigation Office, NiS Atsugi

Although most of the intelligence material required was aboard
prior toarrival in Japan, members of COMFAIRJAP staff rendered the ship
invaluable service. The major deficiencies concerned various types of survi-
val gear and AMS L-751 series 1:50,000 scale maps. The urgently needed survi-
val gear was requested both by dispatch and by a speedletter delivered by the
first aircraft flown intc Atsugi on 26 July. The ship arrived in Yokosuka on
a Saturday afterno-n and the survival gear was delivered on board Sunday
afternoon, A scant thirty six hours elapsed between the receipt of the
request by COMFAIRJAP and the delivery of the items to the ship, Such prompt
action is no small tribute to the coordination and efficiency of the air
Navigation Officer and the COMFAIRJAP Intelligence, Material, and Supply
Officers, Their efforts were scmewhat hindered by the fact that the items
were obtained over a weekend period, and where certain items could not be
readily obtained, accepteble substitutes were provided, The timely delivery
of the survival material alleviated a critical shortage and provided an
immeasurable bo~st to the morak of the pilots in general, Prompt action by
COMFATRJAP in the matter is deeply appreciated,

(2) The high consumption of 1:50,000 scale maps in the Navy area of
responsibility has continued throughout the second period on the line. The
estimated attrition rate has been about twelve percent, but the primary diff-
iculty has been caused by the fact that any sector of the Navy area may be
selected for concentrated strikes.

Hence, the supply of maps available on any particular area is soon
exhausted, and on one occasion depleted stocks were partially replaced by maps

SN 10
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received from another carrier which had just returned to the line from Yoko-
suka. Consequently, a minimum stock: ¢f €0 copies of each 1:50,000 map in the

Navy area will be carried aboard in the hope that this will eliminate the

exhaustion of the supply of particular maps during one onerating period,

Copy to: -

CNO (2) Advanze
CINCPACFLT (2) Advancs
CINCPACYLT EV.IUATION GFOJF
COMIAVTE (1) advance
COMNAVEE EVALUATION CGR0UP
COMSEVENTHFLT (1) Advance
CTF-77 (1) Advance
ComCardiv 1

ComCarliv 3

ComCarDiv 5

~COMATRPAC (10)

COMSERVPAC
COMFAIRALAMEDA
COMFAIRJAPAN

NaVAL WAR COLLEGE

USS BOXER (CVa2l)

USS BON HOMVE RICEARD (CVa31)
USS VALLEY FORGE (CVAiL5)
USS PHILLIPINE SEa (CVaL7)
USS FRINCETON (CVA37)
USS ORISKANY (0Va3l)
USS KEARSARGE (CVa33)
CVG=2

CcVG-5

CVG="7

CVG~9

CVG-11

CVG-15

CVG-19

CVG-101

CVG-102

ATG=2 (5)
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¢/o Fleet Post Office ’
San Francisco, California CVA9/A16-~13
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From: Commanding Officer

To: Chief of Naval Operaticns _

Via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVENTY SEV DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS:
(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East : DOD DIR 5200.10
(4) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet

Subj: Action Report for the period 1 November through 24 November 1952
Ref: (a) OPNAV INSTRUCTION 3480.4
Encl: (1) Air Task Group TWO Action Report, 1 November to 24 November 1952.

1. 1In accordance with reference (a), the Action Report for the period 1-24
November 1952 is hereby submitted,

PART I _GENERAL NARRATIVE

a. During the period 1-24 November 1952, USS ESSEX (CVA-9) was a unit of
Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN which at various time included the following additional
unitss USS BON HOMME RICHARD (CVi-31), ComCarDiv ONE, RADM, W. D. JOHNSON, USN,
embarked; USS KEARSARGE (CVA<33), ComCarDiv FIVE, HaDM.R. F. HICKEY, USN,
embarked; USS MISSOULI (BB—63), ComSEVENTHF1t, VADM J. J. CLARK , USN, embarked;
USS ORISKANY (CVA-34), and other support and screening ships.

b. During this period ESSEX operated off the East Coast of Korea in accord-
ance with CTF 77 Operations Order 2-52 plus supplemental plans and orders issued
during this period.

¢c. The mission of this force was as set forth in CTF 77 Operations Order
2-52, :

PART IT CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF EVENTS

ESSEX departed the operating area for Yokosuka, Japan on 1 November, arriv-
ing 3 November. The ship remained in Yokosuka until 13 November for upkeep,
rest and recreation, rejoining TF 77 and commencing operations on 16 November,
The morning of 17 November ESSEX aircraft joined with those of ORISKANY in a
coordinated attack on Chongjin while KEARSARGE aircraft were striking Kilchu,
In the afternoon, KEARSARGE and ORISKANY aircfaft attacked Chongjin while ESSEX
vlanes concentrated on supplies and warehouses at Kyongsong. On 18 November
the planes from ESSEX and KEARSAKGE joined in a raid on the border city of
Hoeryong, causing heavy damage to bridge, rail and billeting facilities. Through—
nut the remainder of the period ESSEX planes were executing heavy attacks on
enemv frontline facilities and otber supply and troop areas, On 20 November,
the port catapult suffered a major casualty while launching an F2H-2P. On
24 November, ESSEX left the force to return to Yokosuka for repairs to this
catapult. '




) g L ® o N
DEGIASSIFIED |

*

-
T

-
e

- . ) .

PART 111 ORDN ANCE

l. Ship's Ordnance Expe?dituree for training wag as follows:
74 rounds 5"/38 AAC
1 round 5"/38 (VT) none frag
10 rounds 3"/50 FCL (VT) Service
317 roundé 3"/50 FCL (VT) non frag
2. Air Ordnance. (See enclosure (1))
PART IV BATTLE DaMAGE

Battle damage sustained by ESSEX aircraft and damage inflicted on the enemy
are listed in enclosure (1), The ship sustained no battle damage.

PART V PERSONNEL PEXFORMANCE AND CuSUALTIES

The performance of all personnel has been excellent and morale has been a
factor requiring nc special attention, action casualties were three pilots
of Air Task Group TWO; details are included in enclosure (1). There was
mne psychiatric disorder: PAT'ERSON, Cecile Hay, RD3, 231 88 58, USN was
admitted t» the sick list from CIC at 2200, 23 November 1952 with Schizo-
phrenic Reaction,

PART VI SPECIAL COM: ENTS

1. Opsrations Department.

a. Intelligence, COMCARDIV FIVE has originated a method of distributing
flak data which appears tn be the best system used so far in the Korean VWar,
Flak is plotted on 1:250,000 maps, duplicates of which are run off on
0zalid fnil transparencies, and distributed to the carriers in the force.
This works in very well with the ESSEX flak system where all flak is plotted
by ship's AIO's on transportable maps which are then used by the squadron
AJ0's for their briefings, The 1:250,000 0Ozalid foil transparencies are
issued approximately every two weeks and are taped over a 1:250,000 map,
which is used in briefing all reconnaissance flights., Strikes are briefed
from 1:50,000 maps, the data for which is taken primarily from the index
of flak issued by CTF 77 staff simultaneously with the transparencies,

Maps are corrected daily from the data published in the TF iir Plan. The
oroblem of delection of the flak positions has been partially solved by is—
suing lists of pesitions to be removed both in the Daily air Plan and in
the Bi-weekly Flak Summaries.

L 2
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The piotting of machine gun postions has proven useless. The guns are

to easily moved, tno hard to spot exactly either by PI or pilot reports, and
too numerous to keep plotted,

1

b. Photographic Interpretation. Dam:ge assesment assignments in the front
line area brought out the continued necessity for pre-strike photography.
Small targets such as artillery positions and personnel bunkers are very dif-
ficult to detect after having been bombed and require vrevious photography
for accurate comparison., Continued distributicon of photography between car-
riers is considered imperative for accurate and complete photographic interpre—
tation. Comparision of photos is necessary for both damage assessment procedw
ures and routine surveillance.

2. 4ir Department

a, Catapult, On 20 November 1952, while firing a F2H-2P from the port
catapult, maehinery failure resulted in the plane's loss of the towing bridle,
The resultant runway shot caused major damage to the sheaves and cable system
nf the engine, The plane was unable to stop before reaching the end of the
flight deck and crashed into the water. The pilot was rescued. The reason
frr failure has not yet been ascertained; however, non-functioning the runaway
shot preventer is attributed to a “roken CRP switch. The ship maintained
scheduled operations through 23 November with the starboard catapult,

b, Alrcraft Ordnance Handling Eouwipment, all MKS 2,000 1b bomb skids are in
poor condition, Eight (8) of these skids have been on order for approximately
ninety (90) days and to date only one (1) has been received. Due to the crit-
ical need for these skids for operations, the ship's force is attempting to
manufacture parts for repairs,

3, Air Task Group TWO, (See enclosure (1))

LT e
B. B. C. LOVETT

Copy to:

ONO (2) Advance
CINCP.CFLT (2) advance
SINCELCFLT EVALULTION GROUP
COMNAVFE (1) idvance
COMNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP
COMSEVENTHFLT (1) idvance
CTF-77 (1) Advance
ComCarDiv 1

ComCarDiv 3

ComCarDiv

COMAIRP&C €10)

COMSERVP..C

COMFAIRALAMEDA

COMF LIRJ APAN
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. NAVAL WAR COLLEGE
USS BOXER (CVa-21)
USS BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31)
USS VALIEY FORGE (CVA-45)
USS PHILLIPINE SE4 (CVA~47)
USS PRINCETON (CVi~37)
USS ORISKANY (CVA-34)
USS KEARSARGE (CVA-33)
CVG-2
CVG=5
CVUG-7
CVG-9
CVG-11
CVG-15
CVG-19
CVG-101
CVG-102
ATG~1
ATG-2 (5)
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DOWNGRADED AT 3 VEAR INTERVAIR:
From:  Comnanding Officer PECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS

To: Ctief of Naval Operations i
e (1; Commander Task Forse SRVENTY SEVEN 90D IR -5200.00

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet

(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East

(4) Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet
Subj: Action Report for the period 25 November 1952 through 13 January 1953
Ref: (a) OPNAV INSTRUCTION 3480.4

Encl: (1) Alr Task Group TWO iction Report, 25 November 1952 through 13 Jan-
uary 1953

1. In accordance with reference (a), the iction Report for the periocd 25
November 1952 through 13 January 1753 i1s hereby submitted,

PART I GENERAL NARRATIVE

a. During the period 25 November 1952 through 13 January 1953, USS ESSEX
(CV4-9) was a unit of Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN which at various times includ-
ed the following additional units: USS BON HOMME RICHARD (CVi-31), ComCarDiv
ONE, RADM W, D. JOHNSON, USN, embarked; USS KEARS4HGE (CVa-33), ComCarDiv FIVE,
Ra3 R, F. HICRKY, U, embarksd;: USS VALIEY FORGE (CVa-45), ComCarDiv THREE,
1.DM A. SOUCEK, USN, embarked; USS ORISKANY (CVA~34); USS MISSOURI (BB-63),
CouSEVENTHF1t, VADM J, J.' CLARK, USN, embarked, and other support and screen-
ing ships,

b, During this period ESSEX operated off the East Coast of Korea in ac-~
cordance with CTF 77 Operations COrder 2-52 plus supplemental plans and sched-
ules issued during this period,

¢+ The mission of this force was as set forth in CTF 77 Operations Order
2“‘52 . .

PART II CHIONOIOGIC.L ORDER OF EVENTS

ESSEX departed the operating area for Yokosuka, Japan on 25 November, ar-
riving 26 November, The ship remained in Yokosuka until é December for emer-
gency revairs to port catapult, rejoining TF-77 and commencing operations on
8 December., On the morning of 9 Decemter ESSEX aircraft raided railroad fa-
cilities at Hunyung, This was the norihern-most raid of the Korean War, Si-
rultaneously BON HOM'E RICH.ALD aircraft were ralding the Musan iron works and




ORISKANY aircraft .the rail facilities at Hyesanjin., On that same afternoon
ISSEX aircraft raided Rashin rail facilities, On 22 December ESSEX aircraft
joined with those of the KEAi#SAAGE and ORISKNY to destroy billeting, vehicle
shelters and construction facilities at the Kwangsuwon 4/F, On 27 December
ESSEX and KEALSa4GE aircraft briefly revived the all-out main supply route
interdiction program smashing strategic rail and highway bridges and other
fecilities. On 30 December hashin rail facilities again felt the blows of
ESSEX and KEAHSARGE aircraft., Throughout the remainder of the period ESSEX
aireraft were employed in close air support and heavy attacks on enemy front-
iine positions, troop and supply areas, On 10 January ESSEX departed TF-77
to return to Yokosuka for further routing to CONUS, arriving in Yokosuka 13

January,

PART IIT  OLDNANCE

1. Ship's ordnance expenditures for training were as follows:
104 rounds §%38 i.C
1 round 3"/50 FCL (VT) Service
390 rounds 3"/50 FCL (VT) Non-frag

2, Alr Ordnance, (See Enclosure (1))

PART IV BATTLE DAMAGE

Battle damage sustained by ESSEX aircraft and damage inflicted on the enemy
are listed in enclosure (1). The ship sustained no battle damage,

P.RT V__ PERSONNEL PERFOIM.NCE AND C:SUALTIES

The performance of all personnel has been excellent and morale has keen a fac-—
uor requiring no special attention. There were no action casualties sustained
v ship’s company persomnel, There was a minor epidemic of common colds and
ugper respiratory infections duri-ig the first two weeks of this period. There
were no psychiatric disorders, Personnel performance and casualties of Air
Task Group TWO are included in enclosure (1),

PLRT VI SFECIsL COMMENTS

1, idministrative,

a, Fublic Information, FESSEX concurs in recommendations made by other
carriersVthat there should be a minimun of two full-time rated journalisis as-
signed to FIO, ESSEX has good facilities for transmitting newsworthy photo-
graphs but was handicapped in having to send dispatches to ComNavFE to arrange
transmission schedules, It is believed a regular schedule should be set up
for radio transmission of photographs. In this way, photos of immediate pub-
ALY information value can be aseured of rapid deliveny.
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a., To give CIC watch officers a better understanding of the functions per-
formed on the bridge, a program has been in effect to qualify them as Officers
nf the Deck underway, This has been accomplished by having two of the CIC watch
orficers on the deck watch list until qualified, and then replacing them with
two others., The exchange training of CIC enlisted personnel and VC-1ll Detach-
ment enlisted airborne controllers has been continued. The personnel involved
heve been been very enthusiastic about this training and considerable mutual ben-
fit has resulted,

3. Alr Department,

a. Catapult., All catapult operations were normal., In the previous actipm
report it was noted that the port catapult received extensive damage from a run-
away shot., During the shipis cisy at Yokosuka, new sheaves, cables, shuttle,
instruments and piping were installed by the ship's force and SRF Yokosuka, Re~
pairs and tests were successfully completed on 5 Decéember 1952.

b, Arresting Gear, A4ill arresting gear operations were routine with the ex-
ception of three barrier crashes, ill crashes were caused by material failure
of the F9F-2 arresting hook shoes, which split upon engaging the arresting pen-
dant., The maximum number of landings on these hooks was twenty-one and in all
cases the hooks were carefully inspected after every landing.

¢, Maintenance., Some trouble was experienced with the TS-250 range cali-~
brater during this pericd due to crystal failures, but in gemeral electronic
maintenance was very satisfactory. A new shielded cage was fabricated of alum-
inum sheet for the /RNw&*®adio direction finder loop. This cage greatly improved
the signal to noise ratio over the previous wire mesh cage,

Difficulty has been experienced during this period in keeping the Model X-
4210 and X-4439 oxygen pumps in an operating status, The high pressure output
required of the pumps to recharge the Spen oxygen servicing trailers caused the
high and low pressure cylinders to require renewal of "V!" packings after five
hours of operation, The Oxygen-Nitrogen system to be installed during the forth-
coming Navy Yard period should rectify this situation.

d. Ordnance, The shortage of senior rated personnel continues to be the
greatest operating problem. This problem has existed since the beginning of
this Korean tour and has made it necessary to put lower rated personnel in re-
sponsible billets., These men have neither the experiemce or training required
to pmperly carry out their assigned positions -without eclose supervision, This
creates an added work load, longer hours and hardship on the few higher rated
men,

L. Air Task Group TWO, (See enclosure (1))

Afj)/{J: (ﬁ?gf<j:ffﬂzﬁyﬁk.
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Copy to:

20 (2) Advance
CINCPACFLT (2) Advance
CINCPACFLT EVALUATION GROUP
COMN..VFE (1) Advance
COMNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP
COVSEVENTHFLT (1) Advance
CTF-77 (1) 4dvance
ComCarDiv 1

ComCarDiv 3

ComCarDiv 5

COMATRPAC (10)

COVSERVPLC

COVMFATRALAVEDA
COVMFAIRJAPAN

NAVAL WAR COLLEGE

USS BOXER (CVi~21)

USS BON HOMME RICHARD (CVAa-31)
USS KRARSARGE (CVA-33)

USS ORISKANY (CVia=-34)

USS PRINCETON (CVA-37)

USS VALLEY VORGE (CVA-45)
USS PHILIPPINE SEi (CVa~47)
CVG-2

CVG-5

aye sy

CVG~9

CVG~11

CVG-15

CVG~19

CVG-101

CVG-102

ATr-1




