




















































































































' I  
Ref: (a) OpNav Instruction 348.1 

1, This report is submitted in compliance w i t h  reference ( a )  for 
inclusion in t h e  action report of USS ESSEX (CV-9) .  

'. 

PART L: 'COPPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND lvIISSlON ' 

5: 

a. The composition.of the group fol lows:  

UNIT TYPE ;i/C OPER~LTIONAL A ,C PILOTS 
- . ?  

9 / 19 8/18 911: 8/18 
CVG-5 
CDR M.U. BEEBE 

VF-172 
CDR M.E. BaRNETT - 

\\ VC-3 (Det) 

VC-11  (Det) 
LT M.R. MILLER 

LT S.Lo JAYNE 



ever  ind ica t ed  by s i g h t i n g s  o r  photographs s o r t i e s  were sen- 
aga ins t  t h e  enemyts supply build-up po in t s .  
employed as  s p o t t e r s  f o r  Naval Gun F i r e  support  along t h e  
e a s t  c s a s t  of  Eorea, The AZW Team was assigned t o  ASP cover- 

C o r s a i r s  were 

age f e r  t h e  f o r c e .  The n igh t  hecklers  fouEd a g r e a t  number 
of  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t a r g e t s ,  a s  daylight movement was kept  t o  
a minimum by t h e  enemy, The PhotQ Team performed d a i l y  m i s -  
s i ons  o f  covering a t t acked  t a r g e t s  f o r  damage assessment apc 
prospec t ive  t a r g e t s  f o r  eva lua t ion  p l u s ,  s p e c i a l  phote cover. 
age missions.  One 3ssignment o f  1 2  FgF-2 and 12 F2H-2 f igh .  
t e r  p lanes  provided cover f o r  a F i f t h  Air Force bombing mar- 
s h a l i n g  yards  i n  RASHIN which i s  loca ted  on t h e  Korean coasi 
about eighteen mi les  south of t h e  Russian border ,  

The combat eva lua t ion  of  t h e  F2H a i r c r a f t  has been ass ig i  
ed t o  Air Group FIVE, The only s p e c i a l  mention considered, 
necessary i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  i s  t h a t  t h e  a i r p l a n e  i s  doing an 
admirable job under t h e  cepable d i r e c t i o n  of VP-172, 
i n t e r im  eva lua t i en  r e p o r t  has  been submitted separately and 
r e p e t i t i o n  is n o t  considered necessary,  Fur ther  eva lua t ion  
r e p o r t s  w i l l  be submitted s e p a r s t e l y  as warranted. 
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\ S e r i a l  065-51 

RT 11; ChIONOLOGY DECLASS~FIED 
The s h o r t  per iod i n  Yokosuka, Japan between 16 August and 18 Lugus 

during which t h e  ESSEX r e l i e v e d  t h e  PRINCETON, w a s  employed by t h e  Ai 
Group i n  l a s t  minute p r e p s r a t i o n s  f o r  i t s  e n t r y  i n t o  combat. The war 
had changed considerably s ince  d r  Group FLVZ l e f t  i n  fiovember l-z.st 
y e w .  
b e n e f i c i a l  i n  providing l a s t  minute i n f o r m t i o n  on f o r c e  d i s p o s i t i o a -  
operz t ing  techniques 2nd i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  The complement o f  a i r c r e f t  t u  
be operated on board d i c t a t e d  t h z t  t h e  excess allowance i n  a i r c r e f t  3= 
l e f t  st Xisarazu a i r f i e l d  2nd kept  i n  a standby s t z t u s .  
detached on Temporary Addit ional  Duty o rde r s  end wsrc z v a i l a b l e  t o  fl 
zboard ?.s needed. 
2 s  scheduled except f o r  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  Eurriczne W X G E 5 T ,  which was 
rEported heading n o r t h  towards t h e  Jzpmese  Homeland, 
t h e  h u r r i c m e  for t h e  next t h r e e  days wzs e r r i t i c  and evasiva mzneuve 
were requi red  t o  avoid it. 

It h .d  bEen almost two wzrks s i n c e  t h e  p i l o t s  h2d flown and r e f r e s :  
e r  opera t ions  on, 2 1  iugus t  and 22 -.LuLgust were welcome. 
of fens ive  opera t ions  were scheduled f o r  22 Lugust bu t  due t o  b2d 
westher t h e  ope r s t ions  were c-ncel led 2nd t h e  only f l i g h t s  l-lunched 
were for Combat Air P s t r o l  and i n t i - S u b m r i n e  P-? t ro l .  

On 21 -&ugust and 22 -'&-igust confe rmces  were held wi th  p i l o t s  of  
i ir.  Group ONE HUbiDBZD TWO. On 23 - - , u p s t  p l m e s  from Air Group FIVE 
made s o r t i e s  aga ins t  t h e  Comrunists i n  Korea f o r  t h e  first time i n  
over n i n e  months. The f l i g h t s  wers escor t sd  by p i l o t s  from =.ir Croup 
ONE H U N D X D  TWO t o  f c m i l i a r i z e  rlir Group FIVE wi th  t h e  t o r r a i n  and 
t a r g s t  d i spos i t i on .  
c r a f t  and p i l o t  loss. LTJG Leo FF1-;NZ, USN of  VF-53 was f l y i n g  t o  *he 
beach as  t h e  t h i r d  plane of  a t h r e e  plane element, 
czedcd under m overcas t  of  sbout  1500'. Ls t h e y  approached t h e  shorl 
l i n e  t h e  l e a d a r  climbed h i s  s e c t i o n  through t h e  o v e r c z s t ,  but  on brea! 
i n g  o u t  a t  6000' LTJG ZR.1NZf Cor sa i r  W ~ S  nodwhere i n  s i g h t .  No t r a c e  

8 s  been found o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  2nd t h e  p i l o t  i s  missing i n  s z t i o n ,  
ea the r  t-ughout t h e  day was marginel t o  poor. 

On.24 i u g u s t  Air Group FIVX launched t h e i r  f irst  major e f f o r t  com- 
p r i s e d  of a t o t a l  of 76 s o r t i e s  t h e  major i ty  o f  which w x e  assigned 
missions of rcconnzissance.  Ta rge t s  of opportuni ty  were h i t  d o n g  al: 
rozds i n  t h e  sss igncd  a rea ,  Five s o r t i e s  were abor ted ,  one of which 
was an 4LD-4 p i l o t e d  by Ensign STRICKLAD, USN of VF-54. He experienct 
an engine f a i l u r e  immediately q.fter t?.ke o f f  and e f f e c t e d  a safe watcj 
landing. He w2.s picked up by the ZSSEX' h e l i c o p t e r  and s G t  down on 
t h e  f l i g h t  deck i n  l e s s  than  f i v e  minutes, s u s t a i n i n g  no i n j u r i e s .  
i t  t h e  end of  t h e  sGcond d2.y z l l  p i l o t s  i n  t h e  Lir Group hzd t h e i r  
f irst  combat behind them 2nd t h e  qwlms  o f  a n t i c i p s t i o n  wzre consid- ' 
e rab ly  lessened ,  The photo missions re turned  wi th  evidence t h a t  therb 
were good br idge t q r g e t s  on 2.11 of  t h e  myjor highwzys. 

b r idges  2s t h e i r  primary t m g c t s .  The t z l l e y  f o r  t h e  dsy was t h r a e  
b r idges  knocked ou t  and four  s m  d ,  The excel lence o f  t h e  
bombing hcsr tened everyone and t r e  r i f e  w i th  t a l e s  of  t h e  
day's experiences ,  

Confersnces wi th  p i l o t s  from liir Group MINET23N proved very  

P i l o t s  were 

The depzr ture  o f  -..ir Group FIVE i n  USS ESSEX wI?s 

The course o f  

.., f u l l  day's 
'). 

This  first day of  combat m:.rked t h e  first a i r -  

The f l i g h t  pro- 

On 25 Lugust 71 s o r t i e s  w s r e  launched 30 o f  which were assigned 



On 26 August a -shocking  acc iden t  occurred before  sunrise. '  An -LID-3 
p i l o t e d  by LTJG SIXTH o f  VC-35 w a s  seen t o  burn i n  mid-air  and then  
c ra sh  i n t o  t h e  water  about f i v e  minutes a f t e r  being launched, 
cause of t h e  acc tden t  was undetermined, The a i r c r a f t  sank immediztel 
and both LTJG 3XITH and h i s  a i rc revmm P. R, BX,;CH, LTkN 3resunabiy 
were k i l l a d .  The day 's  oserz t ions '  continued and t h e  s o r t i e  count 
a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  recovery was 94* For t h e  f irst  time contac t  w a s  mad3 
with t h e  TXCC a t  t h e  fron'; 2nd +,he C lose  Air STJpport nissiniiy coxple-. 
t h e i r  assignments r ece iv ing  a w e l l  done from t h a  c o n t r o l l e r  f o r  t k e i  
accuracy. J. mirked i i i s r e x e  i n  dzy l igh t  t m f f i c  o f  t h e  2ner113- ms no': 
throughout t h e  a res .  
mong t h e  p i l o t s  because t h e  ESSEX was sehedc lx l  t,o r ep len ieh  on t k 2  
fol lowing morniag, 

from home. 
a s  though t h e  -1j-i- G,~oup had beeii OE %he l i n z  f o r  months. 
a l l  f l i g h t s  except m c  BSP f l i g h t  o f  four aircraft w2rc cance l led  
because of  w23ther. 

On 29 August, expect ing t-3rgeLs t o  be p l e n t i f i r l  o v i r  3 hundred 
s o r t i e s  wzre launchccl. Thc r e s u l t s  were not  irnpressivc. The Reds 
had gone back t o  moving dur ing  t h e  hours of darkness. 
af tc rnoon t h r e e  r c p r e s c n t a t i v e s  of  t 5 e  J o l n t  Operations C a t e r ,  K o r E - ?  
came aboard t o  b r i e f  t h e  fir Group on l i a i s o n  orgz.nizztion, ground 
fo rces  gcne ra l  cmploymcnt and d i s p o s i t i o n ,  2nd zscape end cvasion 
t ec hniqus s . 
bridges along t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  l i n e s  W ~ S  c1eF.r t o  every p i l o t .  
3ach f l i g h t  re turned  wi th  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t z r g e t s ,  no tab ly  b r idges  2nd 
by-p;isses, which had been c r i p p l s d  o r  destroyed t h m e  days previous 
were bnck i n  o p e r a t i o n  and pass ing  considerable  t r a f f i c ,  During t h e  
recovsry of  t h a  n igh t  heckler  f l i g h t  m s i g n  B. J .  KMOX, UShTR, of VC-3 
misjudged h i s  a l t i t u d e  and i n a d v s r t a n t l y  d i tched  h i s  F4U-5X on t h e  
down wind leg o f  h i s  landing p a t t e r n .  He w a s  recovered s h o r t l y  by 
USS ROGERS. 

On. 3 1  i u  ware nd sc  
s o r t i e s  wL"rcI, flown it szemcd j u s t  3 r o u t i n e  d2.y of w a r " .  1 September I 

w a s  spent  i n  rzp len ish ing .  
On 2 3eptemb:r 102 s o r t i e s  were flown a g a i n s t  b r idges ,  t r a n s p o r t a -  

t i o n  supply po$ht)s, and i n  Close Air Support. LTJG :.A. B=ITETIPQJ had 
engine t r o u b l e  on h i s  way t o  t h a  t a r g e t .  Fiis a i r c r a f t  csught f i r e  an  
he was forced  t o  b a i l  out.  He w%s not  i n j u r e d  and w a s  pickGd up m a r  
t h e  coas t  by h e l i c o p t e r  and taken t o  t h e  USS PARKS (DD-$84) .  By t h i s  
t ime t h e  p i l o t s  werE g e t t i n g  more cagey i n  t h e i r  a s s e s s i x n t  of t h e  
importznt feZturGs o f  t h e  work and t h e  r i s k s  involved. Not a day had, 
gone by bu t  w h e t  z t  l s z s t  one p l a e  had been h i t  by bA. The f i rs t  
t i g e r  l i k e  2pproach wzs r a p i d l y  matfuring. 
through t h e i r  own bomb b l a s t s  2nd a more prono ed outlook on t h e  
p o i n t  of s u r v i v a l  w a s  boconing p r e v d e n t ,  

On 3 Septenber t h e  f o u r t h  loss cccurred whc T Frank SISTRUNK, 
USK, t h e  Oper2tions O f f i c e r  o f  W-54 w:-s h i t  b k w h i l e  bombing a 
br idge.  H i s  p l i n e  was smoking 2s he pul led  ou r" h i s  run ,  and he 
headed toward t h e  e 2 s t  coast.  2nd s a f e t y  which l e y  about t h i r t y  miles 
zway. Kalf way t o  t h e  bezch, at m a l t i t u d e  o f  about two thousand 
f e e t  r?-bove t h e  t e r r a i n  h i s  2 i rc ref t  was scan t o  nose down i n  a s t eep  

The 

There was a genera l  f e e l i n g  o f  disappointment 

On 27 LLugust t h e  g r e a t e s t  sing1.e in t e re s t .  w i th in  t h e  sh ip  was mall 

On t h e  2h9 
Tka  f i r s t  few dzgs o f  comb2.t hac! dr..gged, and it seemed. 

ZZrly i n  t h e  

On 30 August t h e  c 2 p a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  enemy t o  r e b u i l d  and inp rov i se  

- -  

Sever21 p i l o t s  had flown 
. 





wounds were n e t  seriou6 however and he w a s  back t o  f l i g h t  duty i n  a 
few days. 

On 8 September t h e  Banshees had p a r t  of the' answer on t h e  c a t a p u l t  
hook t r o u b l e  and were scheduled f o r  armed reconnaissance,  f i n d i n g  man] 
t a r g e t s  o f  gun emplacements, t roop  bivouacs and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  Suc-r 
c e s s f u l  d r o p s  were made on two t r a i n s ,  one.with e i g h t  cars  and t h e  
o t h e r  w i th  twenty seven c a s ,  all heavi ly  loaded, The l a t t e r  w a s  l e f t  
with i t s  engine and t e n  o f  t h e  ciirs destroyed. The A i r  Group l o s t  onc 
p i l o t  LTJG J.B. P.'-RSE, USN of VF-54, He had been napalming t roops  anc 
machine gun n e s t s .  He l e f t  t hese  t a r g e t s ,  flew on t o  a br idge ,  and , 

was making h i s  first bombing run when h i s  plane b u r s t  i n t o  f l m e s ,  
crashed and exploded. There w3.s no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  he had escaped 
t h e  c ra sh  and was repor ted  as k i l l e d  i n  a c t i o n ,  On t h e  same hop LTJG 
P.L. XORICIKG o f  VF-53 was h i t  by f l a k  and had t o  d i t c h  h i s  pl?.ne. The 
d i t ch ing  wzs successfu l .  'Then asked i f  myone was on the  way t o  h i s  ' 
rescue t h e  USS 3ETEDl3R3UR.N (DD-684) reported:  
t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  i s  launched, t h e  whaleboat i s  over  the  s i d e ,  and s u p p ~ i  
is hot  on t h e  table" .  

nThe s h i p  i s  s t e m i n g ,  

On 9 September t h e  f ~ r c e  r e t i r e d  t o  rep len ish .  
On 10 :S;sptcmber 101 s o r t i e s  x r e  flown. During t h e  l w n c h  of one c 

t h e  Night Hecklers a. flare dropped on t h e  deck 2nd i g n i t e d .  The wind 
blew t h z  f l a r e  toward t h e  parked p l m e s  which were f u l l y  loaded and 
fueled. LTJG A. G. SZY3XKSKI o f  VF-54 graybed t h e  f l -?re  by t h e  chute 
shouds an4 threw it  o v x  the s i d e ,  thus avoiding 2 poss ib le  d i s z s t e r ,  
The Night Hecklers found more t m g e t s  than  they  could des t roy .  These 
cons is ted  mostly of  veh ic l e s  znd supply po in t s  howsvm. They dropped 
s p a ~ s  on two highwz-y b r idges  i n  2.dciiition t o  FLttacking t h e  vch ic l e s .  
I n  the  Zfternoon LTJG P .  I;. ;,'ORKIKG end h i s  wingman 2ttP.cked gun cm- 
plzcemmts on t h e  %OD0 PAiN:=O peninsuln which were s h e l l i n g  UN des- 
troyisrs off t he  coast. They put  t h e  guns out  o f  a c t i o n  znd eased the 
des t roye r s  s i t u a t i o n .  

The most l u c r i t i v e  t a r g a t s  
of t h e  day m r e  t r a i n s ,  o f  which 2. t o t a l  of f i v e  were d t tackzd  and 
destroyed,  inc luding  3 locomotives. Af t e r  r e tu rn ing  f rom a. recco hop 
LTJG TW-'..D-,6LL of VF-172 lost all brake-action while  t a x i i n g  up t h e  
f l i g h ~  deck._ Unable t o  mr.intzin c o n t r o l ,  t h e  a i r c r a f t  eassd i n t o  t h e  
catwslk and over  t h e  s i%e .  

t r a i n s  bu t  aborted It t h e  l2st minute. The Reds a r e  us ing  trc?.ins ?.nd 

n e l ,  Jhcn t h e  p lane  ma-kes h i s  run t h e  t r a i n  s c o o t s  into t h e  t u n n d  
f o r  p ro tec t ion  -?.nd A-4 b s t t e r i e s  n m r  t he  mouth of t h e  t u n n e l  gzt ?-n 
e x c e l l c n t  shot  n t  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  
by sm?ll zrms firs and wounded i n  t h e  l e f t  kncc. 
s h i p  and l m d e d  on boerd; 

hbout 1000 o rde r s  
r.wre received t o  lc?unch s t r i h s  and rzcco hops i n  t h e  ;ifternoon. 
complying wi th  t h i s  o rde r  2- precedcnt was s c t  because f o r  t h e  1st time 
2. c a r r i e r  hzd completed full rcplanishucnt  and c l . 1 ~ 0  launched c7, mjor 
e f f o r t  aga ins t  t h e  memy on t h e  s.t.nc day, It w a s  hoped t h z t  t he  cnernj 
might be s u r p r i s e d  and caught nPLpping, but they  were no t .  The s t r i k e t  
were only moderztely success fu l  and, t h e  prwjedent i s  n o t  considersd 
p r z c t i c d  unless  condi t ions  on t h e  Scach u rgen t ly  r equ i r a  support  by 
NavQ Air. 

On 11 September 9 9 ' s o r t i e s  wzre f lown .  

The p i l o t  WFLS rccov2red irixiediz-tely, 
On 1 2  September 99 s o r t i e s  wsra f lown.  Several  runs wcrs mz.de oh 

t unne l  c n t r m c e s  &s fl3,k t r a p s ,  m lhe t r z i n  w 2 i t s  j u s t  o u t s i d e  the  tun- 

LT F. J. PFGDIDERGA3T o f  VF-54 was h i t  
He r e tu rned  t o  t h e  

On 13  September t h e  f o r c c  r s t i r e d  t o  rEplenish.  In ' 

. 



On 14 Septerrbzr 8'8 s o r t i e s  were f lown.  The primzry t a r g e t s  of t h e  
day were ' bu i ld ings  2nd r a i l r o s d  CSFS. T k n t y  bu i ld ings  zpparent ly  
f i l l e d  wi th  in f lmr~ iab le  m?-terial  were destroyed. I k s t r i n g  o f  50 box 
ca r s  wzrc rocketed and e l l  but  15 of . them were destroyed. During a 
ca t apu l t  l?unch 3.n AD-4W w a s  dzmnged. 
i n i t i d  F-ccel terat ion o f  t,hc ca t apu l t .  The launching b r i d l e  foulad  or 
t h e  a r c s t i n g  hook ?.nd wreppcd around t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  s t a b i l i z e r  a d  
e l eva to r  c m s i n g  severe damage t o  t h e  mpennagc. Tha a i r c r a f t  vibrp-tc 
s o  v i o l e n t l y  t h a t  it w2-s impossible f o r  LT 8.E. O'BRIZN t o  maintain 
cont ro l  c?nd he W ~ S  forced t o  d i t c h .  Both he 2nd h i s  two crzwmm were 
rescued success fu l ly ,  

On 15 September f l i g h t  ope 
10 so r t i e s  were flown o f  whic 
r a c c o  hops. 

On 16 September 83 s o r t i e s  r e r e  flown. These s o r t i e s  i n f l i c t e d  
t h e  g r e a t c s t  demege t o  d c t e ,  inc luding  a hang9.r f u l l  o f  m i u n i t i o n ,  
fou r  loconot ives  dc?,m.iged, t h r e e  br idge spzns dropped a ~ d  over 200 
t r o o p s  k i l l e d .  

cr?.ft hzd l i m i t e d  c?ileron c o n t r o l  2nd no f l -?ps .  He lcndsd  hook up, 
bouncGd over  t h e  b;rr iers  md crFLshed i n t o  t h e  plrked p l m e s  on t h e  
s te rboard  bow. k gasol ine  f i r e  ensued. HEroic perforrnmces of duty 
were t h e  predominant fc?ctors i n  t h e  f i g h t i n g  o f  the  f i r e .  The f l i g h t  
deck personnel  and squrdron p r s o n n e l  n e w e s t  t h e  c r m h  mzde ccurcgeou 
2 f f o r t s  t o  a i d  t h e  people i n j u r e d  by t h e  i n i t i a l  explosion. Taking nc 
heed of pErsonal. s ? f e t y  thcy  discrmcd 2nd rcmoved ordncnce loF.ds 
end moved q i r c r a f t  out o f  t h e  dzngor zone: 
t h e  t o l l  of t he  c rash  w,s 3 dead, 2 missing m d  14 i n j u r e d .  Four a i r -  
c r a f t  w r e  destroyed and f o u r  received d-mc?.ge r equ i r ing  ovcrhaul.  

s ince  t h e  o t h e r  w ~ s  subjected t o  :r.n undetermined axount o f  hea t  i n  the 
f i r e  o f  t he  previous evening. The t z r g e t s  wcra n o t  p l e n t i f u l  2nd 
c?ttc?_cks were l i m i t e d  t o  vehicu1.r equipnent Fad t h e  usual br idges.  

On 18 3eptember the  fo rce  r e t i r e d  t o  r ep len i sh .  29 s o r t i e s  were. 
flown most of which vere  b r id  e s t r i k e s .  

On 19 September t h e  f i n a l  %+ s o r t i e s  f o r  t h i s  period were flown.. 
Bridges ,. highway t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  ?.nd supply p o i n t s  were the P r i m a - Y  t3-r 
gcts ,  The 
p i l o t  LT JL.-.7. BRY&T o f  VF-54 was rescued by h e l i c o p t e r .  Fol loxing 
t h e  l a s t  recovery the  ZSSEX r e t i r e d  f rom t h e  f o r c e  and stegmed f o r  
J apm.  

per iod,  

The t E i i l  hook extended upon 

L f t e r  conplet ion of runs on a br idge t u g c t  LTJG J.K. 
ER ??nd LCDR I . E .  OXLEY of VF-172 had a mid-3i.r c o l l i s i o n  which 
zed both  a i r c r a f t  but both rGturned t o  t h e  force .  KELL3RTs a i r -  

I n  s p i t e  o f  2.11 e f f o r t s  

Only one c z t z p u l t  was used On 17 Scptcmber 63 s o r t i e s  ->rere f lown.  

One -4D-4L was l o s t  a z t e r  h u n c h i n g  when t h e  engine f a i l e d .  

20 September: KO f l i g h t  oper?.tions. 
21 September: Arrived Yokosuka, Japan f o r  t he  f irst  a v a i l a b i l i t y .  4 
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DECLASSIFIED 111 OAWNANCE 

a. E'hchine Guns 

The?-e i s  a material shortzge i n  Oldsmobile Feed Ffechanism: 
- f o r  t h e  Corsa i r - and  AD wing gunsc A t  p resent  t h e r e  a r e  no . 
spares  on t h e  s h i p  and t h e  damaced'or d e f e c t i v e  mechanisms a: 
being repa i red .  This  c o n s t i t u t e s  a d w i n  on maintenance w i t :  
an u s a t i s f a c t o r y  performance o f  t h e  guns i n  t h e  a i r .  The @ t  

f ec t zve  mechanisms are almost exc lus ive ly  l e f t  hand feeds .  
Thzre are e f e w  of t h e  o l d  type Davis Feed 1-echanisms on be:: 
but t h e y  were ordered unserviceable  by ONL-GV-8-51. Fur ther  
shortage e x i s t s  i n  spare  p a r t s  k i t s  f o r  t h e s e  guns. A t  presc 
it is  necessary t o  draw a new gun and canniba l ize  f o r  p a r t s .  
This  i s  another  s a p  on manpower s i n c e  guns must be de-preser7 
p r i o r  t o  t h e  use of t h e  Darts. 

The c leaning  f a c i l i t i e s  on t h e  3SSEX a r e  designed f o r  .50 
c a l i b r e  wezpons which makes guii clenning 3- l abo r ious  process ,  
The s w r e  guns cF.rried on bo?.rd are  f o r  t h e  F9.? 2.nd t h e  A D ,  
m d  h?ve no nount adap to r s  f o r  t h e  F4U-4B. A s  R r e s u l t  t h e  
gun mounts f o r  t h e  F4U-43 must be removed from t h e  o l d  guns i 
used on t h e  nzw. 

\. 

The f i r i n g  c i r c u i t s  i n  t h e  j.D-4L have m?lfunction2d f re-  
quent ly ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  i? f i v e  t o  f i f t s e n  second delay between 
t h e  time t h e  t r i g g e r  is oulled ?nd t h e  t ime t h e  gun f i r e s .  . 
After  exh3.ustive t r o u b l e  shooting t h e  cause o f  t h i s  malfunc- 
t i o n i n g  has no t  been detzrmined. The r e a r  mounting b racke t s  
and charger  r e t a i n i n g  bracke ts  i n  t h e  outboard guns of t h e  
kD-kLs have f a i l e d .  RUDM's hwt3 been submitted on t h e s e  de- 
f e c t s  snd t h e  brpckets  have been removed. 
s t r a f i n g  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  by two 2ONN guns. 

T h i s  reduces t h e  

This s h i 3  does  n o t  hctve adcouate ready s e r v i c e  stow2ge 
space for 2OKi~t b e l t e d  .anmunition. 
designed f o r  .50 c a l i b r e  which does no t  st:tisfy 20PN requi re :  
m a t s ,  

The spp'ces 3.vailable a r e  

The present  rear chargzr  mount on t h e  F4U-4B i s  u n s a t i s -  
f ac to ry ,  
mss t h e  chmging  lug. 

Ifmy mounts can be moved :So t h a t  t h e  b o l t  s tud  w i l :  
RUDkOs r,re being submitted,  i 
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Bombs 

the  a r r e s t i n g  wires and b z r r i e r s  on t h e  f l i g h t  deck, 
should be rep laced  by pneumatic t i r e s .  

The hard t i r e  t r u c k s  g ive  t h e i r  loads  a rough r i d e  over 
They 

b- 

c e' 

The Aero-ll+ Somb Rack i s  considersd uns?c t i s fac tory .  The !; f 1  

rzck will n o t  s t and  t h e  s t r a i n  of 250# bombs when the wings 
?.re folded m.d are working i n  t h e  wind. 
Trick i s  recommended. 
t h e  f i v e  AD-kLs on which i n s t a l l z d .  

The k ? r k  55 Bomb 
It has y o v e d  e n t i r e l y  sa t i s f2 ,c tory  on I 

k t o t 3 1  1 2  5OO# GP, 16 260# f r agnen t? t ion  and 10 nzpalm 
bombs h3v.z moved duds. 
ermined but t h e  f - ? c t  tb t  t h e  f z i l u r e s  211 occurred during a 
s h o r t  pzriod i n d i c a t e s  a bad group o f  fuzes.  During t h e s e  t' 
days seve ra l  bombs were j e t t i s o n e d  on s3fe  but  exploded on 
impzct, The 3rrLiing wires  were n o t  brought back by t h e  a i r -  
c r a f t ,  Several  VT fuzsd bombs navz exploded prematurely. ~f 
relszzse tlze boinbs f e l l  spwoximntely 1000 f e e t  2nd then ex- 
ploded, 

KO conclusive reason has been de t -  

tr 

I n  t h r e e  i n s t a n c e s  the  I%rk 51 Bomb Rack t a i l  :xming 

t h e  t a i l  fuzes  of bombs p r i o r  t o  being ermed by t h e  p i l o t ,  
solonoid plunger has burred Tvith use thus pos t ive ly  arming 

I 

Rockets 

Rocket d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  the F2H-2 and F9F-2 cons i s t e  
breaking o f  t h c  p i g  t a i l  connzctions z t  high speeds. 
p resent  pig t a i l  w i l l  no t  s tand t h e  whipping caused a t  
requi red  i n  r e g u l a r  s t r z f i n g  o r  rocke t  runs. Tha bes t  
spot  co r rec t ion  f o r  t h i s  f a u l t  has Seen the  t a p i n g  of 
t?i1 t o  t h e  fir ,s  of  t h e  rocke t s  kezping them t a u t  and p re  
vent ing m y  movement due t o  a i r  flow. This ,h  
a s a t i s f a c t o r y  f i x  f o r  t h e  problem. It i s  re 
d i r e c t  plug i n  e l e c t r i c a l  c i r c u i t  i n  c o n j u n c t  
rocket  launcher  be considered. 
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age t o  own 

, 

8-29-51 It 

99.2051 - 11 

9-2-51 11 

9-2-51 I1 

9-3-51 11 

9-3-51 11 

9-4-51 
9-4-51 9-4-51 11 

11 

It 

9-4-51 11 

9-4-51 11 

9-7-51 P? 

9-16-51 11 

9-4-51 ir 

8-21-51 F2H-2 
8-30-31 n 
8-30-51 11 

9-11-51 I? 

8-23-51 Fi$-U-&B 
.8-24-51 ir 
8-25-51 l? 

8-25-51 11 

8-29-51 11 

8-31-51 I1 

8-31-51 tT 

8-31-51 1 )  

9-2-51 11 

11 

i t  
9-7-51 
9-8-51 
9-8-51 t? 

9-8-51 tl 

9-8-51 I t  

9-10-51 T I  

8-21-51 AD-4 
8-23-51 AD-4.L 

c- 

B u l l e t  Holes 30 Cal ib re  
B u l l e t  Holes 20" 
B u l l e t  Holes 30 Cal ib re  
Shrapnel Holes Shrapnel 
Eleva tor  Cont.  By S t i ck  Unknown 
Randered Inopera t ive  
R / C  Burned Completely 
B u l l e t  Holes  50 Cal ib re  (Aipmox) 
B u l l e t  Holes 30 Cal ibre  
Presumed Fue l  Sustem Rup- 

g u l l e t  Holes 30 Calibre 
ii/C Exploded wi th  P i l o t  When it h i t  Earth 
k / C  Zxploded w i t h  P i l o t  When it h i t  Ea r th  
B u l l e t  Holes 50 Cal ib re ,  A 
B u l l e t  Holes 30 Calibra  

4-0 MM (presumed) 
t u r e d  Causing F i r e  

VF-172 

Bul l e t  Holes 
Frag B o l e s  
B u l l e t  Hzles 
Bul l e t  Holes 

Bomb Frag Holes 
Biallet Holes 
Speed Ring Leading Edge ' 

B u l l e t  Holes 
B u l l e t  Holes 
Flak  & B u l l e t  Holes 
F lak  Holes 
Bu l l e t  Holes  
h / C  Burned A f t e r  Losing O i l  

-, Bul l e t  Holes 
Bomb Frag & Bul l e t  Holes 
B u l l e t  Holes 

20MM-E 
Unknown 
30 Calibre 
Small Arms 

250# G.P. 
30 C d i b r e  
.imo Link 
Small Arms 
27 Ca l ib re  
37M.M 50 Calibre 
3 ?m 
50 Ca l ib re  

30 C a l i b r e ,  A 
30 Calibre 
50 Ca l ib re  

Bullet  Holes  30 Cal ib re  
h / C  Ditched in Vater  
B u l l e t  Holes !jO & 30 Cal ibre  

50 Cal ibre  (Presumed: 

VF-54 

B u l l e t  Holes 20MM-E 
Bomb Frag Holes 250# G.P. 
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8-24-51 
8-24-51 
8-25-51. 
3-25-51 
3-25-51 
3-26-51 
C-26-51 
2-26-51 
8-29-51 
$-29-51 
8-29-51 
8-29-51 
8-30-51 
8-30-51 
8-30-51 
8-39-51 
8-30-51 
9-2-51 
9-3-51 
9-3-51 
9-3-51 

AD-4L 
!I 

f t  

t! 

11 \ 

AD-4.Q 
AD-4Q 
AD-4L 
iD-4 
AD-4L 

It  

?r 
n 
11 

11 

lt 

It 

ii9-4. 
iD-4L 

AD-4 
n 

n 
T i  

AD-4L 
9-6-51 AD-4 
9-7-51 ikD-4L 9-7-51 It  

9-7-51 tt 

9-8-51 
9-11-51 

9-12-51 
9-12-51 
9-12-51 
9-12-51 
9-16-51 
9-16-51 
9-16-51 
9-16-51 
9-17-51 

tt 

11 

?I 

11 

tt 

I t  

l? 

AD-4Q 
AD-4L 
PiD-3N 
AD-4L 
1iD-k 
>iD-l+L 

Control led Land. I n  Water 
B u l l e t  Holes 30 Cal ibre ,  A 
B u l l e t  Holes 50 Cal ib re ,  A 
8ullet Holes 50 Cal ib re ,  A 

Plane Completely Dis in tegra ted  
Plane ExDlodcd i n  Air 

Frxg  Holes- - - 2509 G.P. 

- 

Bul l e t  H h e s  \ 

Bul l e t  Holes 
B u l l e t  Holes 
B u i l e t  Holes 
B u l l e t  Holes  
Bu l l e t  Holes 
B u l l e t  Holes 
B u l l e t  Iioles 
F;.>ag Holes 
Flak Holes  
B u l l e t  Holes 
X/C Completely Destroyed 
Bullet fioles 
F l a k  Holes 
Frag Xoles 
Flak Holes 
F l a k  & B u l l e t  Holes 
Bullet Holes 
B u l l s t  Holes 
Frag H&es 
Oil-Leek t h u r  small hole  i n  
Zngine Cowling 
A/C Exploded i n  .iir 
Bul l e t  Holes 
B u l l e t  Holes & Flak  Holes 
B u l l e t  Holes 
B u l l e t  Holes 
B u l l e t  Holes 
B u l l e t  Holes 

.% Bullet Holes 
B u l l e t  Holes 
B u l l e t  Holes 
Bu l l e t  Holes 
J.cag Ho-les . , 
B u l l e t  Holes 

30 C a l i b r e ,  A 

27 Ca l ib re ,  K 

27 Ca l ib re ,  A 
37 Ca l ib re ,  E 
27 Ca l ib re  
27 Cnl ibre  
260# G.P. 

30 Ca l ib re  
Smal l  k r m s  
50 Calibre 
3m3 
260# G.P. 
3m 
37MN & 30 Cal, 

40m4-~ 

40PlIfl-E 

3 7r.IM-E 

50 & 22 C a l i b r e ,  A 
2QMM-E 

. .. . . 37blr4 . . r .  . 
50 Calibre 

Ground F i r e  
ZOMM-E 
20 & 37mI-E 
20mt-E 
20143!r-E 
2OMM-E 
20iW & 27 Cal ib re  
50 Calibre 
50 Cal ib re  
2OM.N 
20MM 
250# G.P.-E, E 
2 OIQJI -E 



a. 

C.  

!lri.th the present  ?11owance of a i r c r a f t .  t h e  number o f  p i l i  
ass igned t o  each s qwdron  i s  considered x k c p a t e  f o r  c u r r e n t  
opera t ions ,  -.- f i m  requirement e x i s t s  f o r  a quc7.lified g romi  
ordqpnce o f f i c e r  czpable o f  i n s t r u c t i n g  p i l o t s  i n  bomb a d  f -  
s e l e c t i o n ,  cony+,eiiC i n  armament maintenance rind q u d i f i e d  i r  
supc rv i s ion ,  d i r e c t i o n  rind i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  ordnance, This rc 
commendp.tion WAS prcviously submitted 2nd ccTcurred wi th  by 
Comm’nder Air Force, P,.eific F l ee t .  

E n l i s t e l  

e n l i s t e d  p s r s w n e l .  This Tllownnce i n c l u d t s  -the b a s i c  squzd- 
ron’s  r i l lowmct.  2nd  he composite squ?dron dec3.chments. Recc ’ 
mendations were previously mqde t o  increeso  t h e  e n l i s t e d  ordr 
r y t e s  a f t e r  t he  iiir Group’s f i r s t  c ru i se .  T h i s  rscommend?.t$G 
w;?s given considerqt ion q.nd the  complement increased , .  however 
t h 3  requirement hr?s been furth2.r incre<?ssd. by cur ren t  oFe ra t i  

Casua l t i e s  

This  Air Grnup cleployed t o  WesPac wi th  t i l lovmcc of  606 , 

Tho Air Group l o s t  ssven ( 7 )  p i l o t s ,  one (1) aircrewman ?I: 
four  ( 4 )  f l i g h t  deck crcwman during t h e  repor%ing period. 

LTJG Eugene Leo FRASZ, 504418/1315, USNR, VF-53 Separated 
froin f l i g h t  le.-idar i n  instrument weather; no f u r t h e r  con- 
t,-ct, Missing i n  Action, 

LTJG Lorea Dickc--son SMITH, 4966O8/1315, USNR, VC-35 ,  
BALCH, P h i l l i p  Vendal l ,  .,TIIN, 325 36 20, USM, VC-35 
2.rcr.qLft observed t o  burn w d  crash i n t o  sea approximztelq 
f i v e  minute f t c r  take-of f ,  L ed as &ad. 

LT Frcqnk ( n )  SISTRUNK, 223752/1315, USNR, VF-54 4 . r c r a f t  
h i t  by ? , n i t - a i r c r n f t  f i r e ;  crzished. K i l l ed  i n  I:ction, 

LTJG Ross Ihy  BRAWELL, 498061/1310. U S N ,  VF-51 Aircrc?ft  
h i t  by ? n i t ; - a i r c r a f t  f i  

LTJG James 
while w k i n g  run on tr 

LTJC Joseph Suford TAiRSE, Jr.,  
A i r c r a f t  h i t  by ant i - n  
!:ction 



During t h e  recovery of a i r c r a f t ,  F2H Banshee bounced overt 
t he  b a r r i e r s  and crashed i n t o  a group o f  pl.?ines s p o t t e d  
forward on t h e . f l i g h t  deck. The following casualties 
occurred: 

LTJG John Kenp YELLER, 491960/1310, USN,  VF-172, L i s t c d  
as Dead. 

STEILRT, Willicm Jrmes, ADC, 382 42 50, USNR, VF-54., L i s t e .  
P.S Dead. 

BItRFI;LD, Wade Hi l ton ,  AD3,  575 40 1 2 ,  U S N ,  VF-51. Lis t ed  
2s Dead. 

NEIFER, Ear l  Kenneth, AOC, 311 70 90, U S N ,  VF-51. Lis t ed  
as Kissing.  

HARWLL, Charles h m a r ,  AL, 3 3 5  56 65, U S N ,  VF-51. L i s t e d  
RS Missing. 

Y 
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' !\ 2 4 .  * '  

V I  OPERATIONS 

' r .  

This ends t h e  first per iod  f o r  t h i s  A i r  Group i n  t h e  oper. 
a t i n g  a rea ,  which was charac te r ized  by t h e  successfu l  
u t i l i z a t i o n  of  techniques developed p r i o r  t o  e n t e r i n g  the 
ope ra t ing  area and t h e  development o f  new techniques ga-a 
the red  from combat experience,  

The F9F-2 and t h e  F2H-2 j e t  a i r c r a f t  were used exclu- 
s i v e l y  on armed reconnaissance f l i g h t s  Eind day CAP, 
August 2 5 ,  1951, 23 j e t  s i r c r a f t  escor ted  Air Force heavy 
bombers on a high a l t i t u d e  bombing mission, This i s  be-' 
l i e v e d  t o  be the  f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  nava l  j e t  a i r c r a f t  kkvi 
e sco r t ed  A i r  Force p l anes  o v e r  enemy t e r r i t o r y  during t h e -  
Korean Campaign. A proposed j e t  e s c o r t  doc t r ine  wi th  
diagrams is  submitted a s  enclosure (1) t o  t h i s  r epor t .  
The 
o f  Photo Reconnaissance and mapping, The F4U and AD,  
p rope l lo r  a i r c r a f t  were used f o r  C lose  A i r  Support, i n t e r -  
d i c t i o n  s t r i k e s ,  Naval G u n  Spot,  and Anti-submarine Patro.: 

The n ight  f i g h t e r s  and n ight  a t t a c k  p i l o t s  have been 
scheduled f o r  day missions so  they can become f m i l i a r  
w i th  t h e  ope ra t ing  area over  which they  must operat2 r 2 t  
n igh t  , 

With a l a r g e  amount of  North Korean supply movements 
being done a t  n igh t  because o f  t h e  dzy i n t e r d i c t i o n  m i s :  
sion it is  f e l t  t h a t  a n igh t  c a r r i e r  ope ra t ing  i n  t h i s  
a r e a  would be very e f f e c t i v e ,  

The l a c k  of a d e q w t e  communication c h n n e l s  i s  de f i -  
nitely 2 hmdiczp  while conducting armed reconnaissance 
end i n t e r d i c t i o n  s t r i k e  missions. 
lmge  number of  t ransmiss ions  are necessary and assigned 
channels are over  crowded. . 

On-: armed reconnaissance f l i g h t s  t h i s  A i r  Group h,zs h2-r 
t h e  opportuni ty  t o  use and evRluate t h r e e  armed reconn- 
e i ssance  t a c t i c a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  cons i s t ing  of  two, t h r e e  
m d  f o u r  plzne formations.  The two p lans  s ec t ion  had bee. 
used most exc lus ive ly  by t h e  j e t  sq,uc~.drons of Task Force 
77 p r i o r  t o  a r r i v a l ,  Over a f a m i l i a r  r o u t e  %he two plane 
s e c t i o n  i s  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  
road and t h e  ad jacen t  area a t  1000 t o  1500 f e e t  above the 
t e r r a i n  and f r o m  250 t o  350 knots. The l o w  man cannot 
navigate  accu rz t e ly  o r  t ake  no te s  i f  he maintains  proper  
s u r v e i l l a n c e  of  t h e  area f o r  camouflaged t a r g e t s .  The 
number two man must t h e r e f o r e  keep the low man i n  sight, 
naviga te ,  txke n o t e s ,  bo i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  m.ke a t t a r k s  
on t a r g e t s  po in t ed  out by t h e  l o w  man cuzd t o  supress  AA 
p o s i t i o n s ,  The t w o  plane s e c t i o n  could no t  be used of 

' 
On 

_ _  

."r 

j e t  photo u n i t  from VC-61 has done an exce l l en t  job  *. 

On t h e s e  f l i g h t s  a 

The low m n  weaves ac ross  the 

- 
- .  ' 1  a i r  opposi- - 



t i o n  were present .  The t h r e e  plane armed reconnaissance 
i s  considered optimum i f  a i r  oppos i t ion  i s  n o t  expected. 
The number one man func t ions  exac t ly  as i n  t h e  two plane 
f l i g h t .  The number two man’s only r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  t o  

t h r e e  man f l y s  s l i g h t l y  below and 4.5 degrees  behind t h e  
number two man so he can e a s i l y  keep both p l anes  i n  s i g h t .  
He naviga tes ,  t a k e s  no te s  and coordinates  h i s  a-Gtacks wi th  
t h e  o t h e r  two p lanes I  

. 

“keep  t h e  low man i n  s i g h t  and a t t a c k  t a r g e t s ,  The number 

The f o u r  p lane  armed reconnaissance is  s l i g h t l y  cumbersome 
but  w i l l  be requi red  when and i f  aer i s t l  oppos i t ion  i s  irminep. 
I n  t h i s  formation t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t he  one, two, and t h r e e  man 
a r e  t h e  same as i n  a 3 p h n e  f l i g h t ,  
lookout and t a k e s  s t a t i o n  a b r e m t t h e  number t h r e e  man and 
weaves t o  maintain pos i t i on .  - 

The f o u r  man a c t s  as a 

The A i r  Group RI~SCAP Doctr ine i s  e s p e c i a l l y  f i t t e d  t o  t h e  
It i s  

asswied t h a t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  capture  of a downed p i l o t  i n  
t h e  oce2.n i s  e x t r r n e l y  remot2 and h i s  czpture  i f  downed over  
enemy t e r r i t o r y  i s  very probab1.s. iiir oppos i t ion  i s  no t  an 
a c t u a l  problem but  must be considered as an i r i i i nen t  t h r e a t .  
On t h e s e  assumptions t h e  ESCA? Doctr ine is b e s t  descr ibed 
by example: 

cur ren t  condi t ions  under which t h e  s o r t i e s  a r e  flown. -m 

1 

(1) Tlith a f l i g h t  composition o f  e i g h t  z i r c r a f t  one o f  which 
has been downed t h e  f l i g h t  l e a d e r  maintains  s u f f i c i e n t  
a l t i t u d e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  communications wi th  a. rescue agency. 
The remaining s ix  a i r c r a f t  a r e  d i r e c t e d  t o  o r b i t  by S C C -  
t i o n  i n  t h r e e  o r b i t s  each of which allows coxplete  sur -  
vei l la- ice  of  a 120 degree s e c t o r  f r o m  t he  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  
dcwned p i l o t ,  
t h e  downed p i l o t  t o  k w p  him i n  s i g h t ,  but no t  so c l o s e  
as t o  draw t h e  
pos i t i on .  From t h e s e  c i r c l e s  enemy threats f rom ?ny d i -  

loss o f  t ime,  The p o s i t i o n  of t h e  s e c t i o n s  o f  p l m e s  i n  
the  c i r c l e s  a r e  maintained so t h a t  one s e c t i o n  keeps t h e  
downed p i l o t  in,  s i g h t  E t t  a l l  t imes,  

These c i r c l e s  are flown c lose  enough t o  

t t : n t i o n  of enemy ground fo rces  t o  h i s  

, r e c t i o n  c2-n be a t t2cked  and suppressed wi th  a ininimwn 

( 2 )  r i i t h  t7, f l i g h t  cornposition o f  two 2 - i r c r a f t  one of which 
h?.s bcefi downed t h e  a i rbo rne  p i l o t  hr?s no choice but t o  
a l t e rnz - t a ly  climb t o  a l t i t u d e  t o  s s t z b l i s h  conwnica t ions  
wi th  a rescue agency 2nd d ive  t o  o f f e r  a t t a c k  covsr  for 
t h e  downed p i l o t ,  The i n d i v i d u z l  s i t w . t i o n  must d i c a t e  
t h e  re l? . t ive  i n p o r t m c e  of  t h e  two needs i n  svery c8sc. 
AS ?. rule o f  thimb it is bel ieved more p r a c t i c a l  t o  g e t  
h e l p  ES quickly as poss ib l e  unless an iilzmediate t h r e a t  

0 t h e  downed p i l o t s  s a f e t y  i s  observed. 



h 
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a. Conventional 

. '  
S e r i a l :  065-51 

EC ussl F 1 ED 
l'laintenanc 

i 

The low overhead on. the hangar deck l i m i t s  t he  a r e a s  where 
wing spreading and drop checks are poss ib l e  t o  two a r e a s ,  #3 
Elevator  and t h e  a f t e r  h a l f  of  Bay 3 .  

needed t o  conduct combat operat ions.  The modif icat ion o f  t h e  
s h i p  r e s u l t i n g  i n  l i m i t e d  hangar space makes it d i f f i c u l t  t o  
g e t  downed a i r c r a f t  t o  t h e  maintenance a r e a  quickly.  Such 
delay@ r e s u l t  i n  reduced a i r c r a f t  a v a i l a b i l i t y .  

Support of t h e  p rope l lo r  squadron's m i n t e n a n c e  program 
has  been e x c e l l e n t .  No outs tanding  supply shor tages  e x i s t  
a t  t h i s  t ime,  

The s h i p  i s  not  equipped t o  stow t h e  volume o f  spare  p a r t s  . 

a 

h 
b. J e t  Ih in tenance  

Considerable concern has a r i s e n  i n  t h e  past over  occasional  
surges  i n  engine R?€G during f l i g h t .  ,These surges  a r e  f requ-  
e n t l y  accompanied by momentary i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  f u e l  pump c-ut, 
i.e, , i n t e r m i t t e n t  b l ink ing  o f  t h e  f u e l  pump warning l i g h t  . 
It has also b e m  observed t h a t  t h e  f u e l  pump warning l i g h t  w i l $  
come on momentarily wi th  rz.pid advi?ncing of  the  throWAe con- ' 
t r o l .  Inasmuch a s  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  o r  no information a v a i l k b l e .  
t o  t h e  sauadrons on t h e  rou t ine  maintenance o f  t h e  Turbo J e t  
Control or t h e  main f u e l  pumps, d i f f i c u l t y  has Seen expcri-  
cnced i n  t roub le  shoot ing t h i s  type  of d i s c r e p m c y ,  Removal 
and cleaning of t he  high pressure  f u e l  f i l t e r  i n  t h e  c o n t r o l  
scemed t o  h e l p ,  but it d id  n o t  e l imina te  t h e  power surges  
a t  high power s e t t i n g s .  

- Opcrnt ional  and co d-.mage account f o r  the  major po r t ion  
of t h e  work l o a d  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  s \>c t ion ,  Howevzr, t h e  
presence o f  vary cz.pable and s k i l l e d  personnel  rnF.ke loss of 
f l i g h t  hours a minor problem, 

The Ban'shee has proven s a t i s f a c t o r y  f o r  opera t ions  f r o m  
t h e  CV-27A clp.ss c e r r i e r ,  but h igh ly  s k i l l e d  airrmnship 
must be used i n  landing  with a p i t ch ing  deck. 
been two i n s t m c e s  o f  l m d i n g  s t r u t s  being pushed up through 
t h e  wing s e c t i o n s ,  The Banshee has proven that it can absorb 
f l a k  dzmege with t h e  b e s t  of t h e  f l e e t ' s  z i r c r e f t ,  cnd it has 
r?n extremely tough engine. I n  two cc?sss p z r t i c l c s  have passed 
through t h e  engines doing considercble  damage t o  t h e  blades,  

There have 
I 



bu t  no t  causin 
t h e  fuse l age  suppor ts  o f  the c a t a p u l t  hook unde 
p u l t  launches wi th  h igh  loading  have occurred i 
c r a f t .  
a r r e s t i n g  gea r  when r e t r a c t e d .  F2H s e r v i c e  change #& i s  con- 
s i d e r e d  the  answer t o  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  and recommended as a - r e -  
quirement f o r  a l l  F2H-2s working from carr iers ,  
i s  an easy power p l a n t  t o  rep lace .  
good crew can change an engine , turn  it up and c a l i b r a t e  it i n  l e s :  

. t han  two hours ,  A s e r i o u s  hazard t o  f l i g h t  deck personnel  exists 
i n  f l y i n g  p a r t s  of  t he  c a t a p u l t  hold back s i n g s  a t  t h e  time of , 

launch. Occasional ly  t h e y  are picked up by j e t  b l a s t  and hur led  
wi th  g r e a t  fo rce  ?-bout t h e  deck, It, is  recommended t h a t  a s u i t -  
a b l e  r e t a i n e r  cover f o r  t h e s e  hold back r i n g s  be designed and 
i s sued  t o  t h e  f l e e t ,  

r engine stoppage, 

The Banshee t a i l h o o k  ha5 a tendency t o  hang on’to the 

The J34 engine 
Working at a normal rate, a 

I n  t h e  F9F f a u l t y  f l a p p e r  va lves  i n  t h e  hydraul ic  system were 
allowing hook bounce on landing,  The redesigned valve and dash- 
pot have e l imina ted  t h i s  t r o u b l e .  There is  a shor tage  o f  p r r t s  
f o r  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of  t h e  AN/APG-30. 
considerable  t roub le  with hook drops f r o m  t h e  s t i n g e r  pos i t i on .  
This  i s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  c i r c u i t s  which a r e  consider- 

h 

VF-51 is  experiencing 

ed too  complexeand e r ra t ic  t o  be p r a c t i c a l .  Uhen t h e  hook drops 
a s  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t a x i s  forward, a f t e r  landing ,  t h e  Davis B a r r i e r  
is u s a l l y  engaged and damaged, This necessitates long  delays i n  
landing  ope ra t ions  while t he  Davis B a r r i e r  -tripes are re-rigged. 
To e l imina te  t h e  problem of untimely hook drops VF-51 i s  ground- 
i n g  t h e  hook r a i s i n g  c i r c u i t  immediately below t h e  holding re lay .  
This is n o t  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  answer, however, and 8 redes ign  of thf, 
c o n t r o l  c i r c u i t s  i s  recommmded, 

and t h e i r  present  cor rec  
Information B u l l e t i n ,  

i m p l i f i e d  r e p o r t s  of  d e t a i l s  of  j e t  maintenance problems 
s a r e  en tcred  i n  t h e  monthly J e t  

* 
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1, The Navy J e t  T 
a i r c r a f t  i s  s e t  f o r t h  be 

A.  Enemy 

( 2 )  Super io r i ty  i n  number of a i r c r a f t ,  

( b )  MIC-15 super ior  performance c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  over F9F ' 

and F2€ii, 

( c )  

( d )  G.C.I. opera t iona l  -and e f f e c t i v e ,  

( e )  

( f )  

( g )  

f in t i c ipz t e  MIC-15 i n t e r c e p t i o n  i n  s t r e n g t h  over any 
2 t a r g e t  i n  N o r t h  Korea, 

A i r  contac t  will be mede over enemy t e r r i t o r y ,  

Enemy j e t  f i g h t e r s  w i l l  a t t a c k  bombers a s  primary t a r g e t  

J e t  a t t w k s  w i l l  be m d e  a b a f t  t h e  beam and g e n e r a l l y  
wi th in  04.5 degress  of l i n e  of f l i g h t .  

%I 

( h )  kk will be encountered enroute  .arid over t a r g e t  e f f e c t i v e  
t o  25,000 f e e t ,  

B. F r i end ly  Forces 

( a )  Superior  t a c t i c s  and teamwork. 

( b )  Bombers provide mutual air defense support  w i th  own 

( c )  E f f e c t i v e  range of bomber guns i s  2500 f e e t .  

( d )  Tscticel coord ina t ion  impossible un le s s  d i r e c t  liaison 

_. armament. 

between bomber and e s c o r t  u n i t s  poss ib l e ,  

2, 
s idered  i n  t h e  plnnning and ope duc t  of escort missions 
of Maval a i r c r a f t  

Based on t h e  above zssumptions t h e  fol lowing i tems should bepco 

( a )  Provide rnaximwn ava i l ab  

(b) No esco r t  mission 

e s c o r t  p lane  pe 

plane per bombe 
enemy a i r c r a f t  t p r i o r i t y  equires t he  
c a l c u l s t e d  r i s k .  

ss a f a c t o r  of 755 escor t  
t hen  only when known 



( c )  Bomber a i r c r a f t  provide s impl i f i ed  rendezvo wi th  j e t  a i r -  
c r a f t .  If a t  all p r a c t i c a b l e  bombers should rendezvous w i t  
j e t s  over or i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t he  jet paren t  carr ier’ /carr  
G.C.T. w i l l  be of  m a t e r i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  i12 e f f a c t i n g  rendezvourII 
p r t i 6 n l a r l . p  i n  bad weather. 

( d )  Bomber command provide Navy e s c o r t  w i t h ’  d e t a i l e d  mission 
p lan ,  i .e . ,  rendezvous, aptroach course,  evasive a c t i o n ,  
r e l e a s e  a l t i t u d e ,  r e t i r emen t  coarse  e t c o  Close cover w i l l  1 
remain w i t h  beobers throughout mission. Roving cover w i l l  I ‘I 
be allowec! tz,ct , ical  maneu.verabiliby wi th in  v i s u a l  contac t  
o f  base elemcnt unless engagement dictzi tes  otherwise.  

( e )  Cpera t iona l  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  j e t  e s c o r t  d i c t a t e s  t h a t  s?,fety 
of f l i g h t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  r e s t s  w i t h  t he  j e t  t a c t i c a l  coor- 
d i n a t o r .  

1 
t. 

3,  A i r  Group FIVE G s c o r t  t a c t i c s  f o r  th? proDosed type missions a r e  
der ived b a s i c a l l y  from USF-73. 

‘ 

due t o  t h e  u s e  of j e t  i n t e r c e p t o r s ,  however t h e s e  v a r i a t i o n s  do n o t  
dev ia t e  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  i n t e g r a t i o n  betwaen Air Groups would cause 
complication. 
missions be known t h e  fol lowing e s c o r t  t a c t i c s  are  s e t  f o r t h :  

There a r e  many v n r i a t i o n s  requi red  

I n  order  t h a t  t h e  var ic?t ions a n t i c i p a t e d  f o r  e s c o r t  

% 

Base Element 30 Bombers 

Escor t  (Low Cover) 1 2  J e t s  

Escor t  (2oving Cover) 1 2  J e t s  

I 

f .  

- - 2 -  ENCLOSURE (1) 



31 October 1951 

From: 
To:  

Subj: 

Comander Carrier Air Group FIVE 
Commanding Officer, U.S.S. ESSEX (CU-9) 

Action Report of Carrier Air Group FIVE (1 October 1951 - 
31 October 1953) 

Ref2 (a)  QpNav Instruction 3480.1 
1, 
inclusion i n  the Action Report of U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9). 

This report is submitted i n  compliance with reference (a )  for 

PART I: COMPOSITION OF O W  FORCES AND MISSION 

a. The composition of the group follows: 

UNIT 

CVG-5 
CDR M. U, BEEBE 
VF-51 
LCDR E, M, BEAUCHAMP 

VF-172 
CDR M. E. BARNETT 

VF-53 
CDR H. J. TRUM, 1x1 

m-54 
CDR P* M e  GRAY 

VC-3 (Det,) 
LT J. S o  LAKE 

VC-11 (Det ) 
LT M. R. MILLER 
VC-35 (Det.1 
LCDR F a  F. BERTAGNA 

TYPE 
A/C 

None 
~ 9 ~ ~ 2  .. 

. *  

F2H-2 

FlpU4B 

AD-2 
kD-4 
kD-4L 

F4U-5NL 

m-4W 

A b 3 N  
AD-CQ 
AD-4NL 
FgF-2P 

TOTAL 

Nane None 

16 1 5  

13 11 

16 15 

1 3 
8 8 
6 6 

3 3 

2 2 

PILOTS 
10/1 1 o / g  

1 

21 

23 

21 

27 

5 

5 

3 

4 

112 
II 

* The A i r  Group Cemmar#ier flies regularly with  VF-51 and VF-54, ** Includes Air Group Operations Officer. 
*I* CVG-5 entered cambat area with 70 airoraft.  2 F2Hs and 1 AD4.W 

were lef t  aehore f o r  replacemeht, 



b, MISSION 

3 1  October 1953. 

The primary mission of  A i r  Group FIVE during t h e  
report ing period remained the’ support of  United Nations 
ground forces  i n  Korea, 
t h e  form o f  i n t e rd i c t ion  of t he  enemy’s l i n e s  of 
communication, The Close A i r  Support missions had been . 
cancelled when the  A i r  Group was i n  the port  o f  Yokosuka, 
Japan, 
same, there  being only two changes of  note. The appear- 
ance of  a g rea t e r  amount o f  r a i l  t r a f f i c  developed ra i l -  
cu t t ing  as a rout ine operation, and an increase i n  Naval 
Gunfire Support spo t t e r s  gave an opportunity t o  p a r t i c i -  
pate  i n  t h i s  important work, 
s t i l l  proved t h a t ,  by far ,  t h e  g rea t e s t  percentage of 
enemy t ranspor ta t ion  is moving during the  hours o f  dark- 
ness* Photographic missions were flown d a i l y  and net ted  
excel lent  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i e n  o f  camouflaged 

missions. AEW and ASP missions provided constant pro- 
t ec t ion  against  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of enemy a i r  o r  submarine 
act ion,  although no contacts  were made. 

purmed and two repor t s  of  the  evaluat ion progress were 
submitted t o  CNO i n  accordance with ins t ruc t ions ,  

This support w a s  conducted i n  

. The problems of i n t e rd i c t ion  remained much the  

Night Heckler Missions 

t t a r g e t s  and damage assessment i n  addi t ion t o  s p e c i a l  

An active coabat evaluation b f  the F2H a i r c r a f t  is being.  

& 2 V  



31 October 1951 

PART . I1 : CHRONOLOGY 

The r e s p i t e  offered by the retirement of t h e  ESSEX t o  the  
port  of Yokosuka, Japan gaveEa11 hands an opportunity t o  
reacquaint themselves with l$fe ashore, 
period, maximum use was mad of r e s t  camp f ac i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  area. 
A t o t a l  of t h ree  hundred en s ted  men and fifty f i v e  officers 
were given an opportunity t use the  rest camps, 
ent i re  in-port per iod,  main nance and replenishing operat ions 
were conducted* Damaged ai r a f t  wwe off-loaded 'and replace- 
ments taken aboard, o r  repa ed to  serv ice  s ta tue* Staff and 
Squadron Off icers  attended br ie f ings  and conferences a t  NavFE, 
FEAF, and firmy GHQ where minor problems of communications 
in te l l igence  , l o g i s t i c s ,  and operat ions were discu$scd. 
t h e  end of t he  t e n  days the  Air Group was f i t t e d  wi th  73 a i r c r a f t  
of which 2 F2Hs and 1 AD4W were l e f t  ashore t o  be used f o r  
replacements as  necessary),  ,411 hands were facing the coming 
operation with confidence and q u i t e  ready t o  resume l i f e  a t  sea, 

Dbring t h e  t e n  day 

During t h e  

( A t  

Refresher operat ions were conducted on the way t o  the oper- 
a t ing  a rea ,  but inclement weather preventied combat operations 
on t h o  first day the ESSZX rejoined Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN. 
The weether l i f t e d  during tho night however, and offensive s o r t i e s  
were scheduled on, the  morfling of 4 October, 

On 4 October, Air Group FIVE launched its first e f f o r t  f o r  
t h e  report ing period, Forty-six (46) sorties were flown over 
KO ea unser f i r e  

t h  the-Banshees of VF-172 taking r a i l  and supply t a rge t6  

On 5 October, seventy-five (75) s o r t i e s  were launched, t h e  
majori ty  of which were in t e rd i c t ion  f l i g h t s .  bddi t ional  emphasis 
had been placed on t h e  effect iveness  of m i l  c u t s  i n  place o f  
bridge destruct ion i n  t h e  case o f  e a s i l y  by-pnssed crossing, 
F l igh t s  were orderod t o  c r a t c r  t r scka  a t  regular  i n t e rva l s ,  
thereby forcing the  enemy t o  dierperse h i s  repa i r  operst ions over 
a greater area ,  Corsair p i l o t s  l ed  by Comnander Hermsn J, TRUM, 
111, Commanding Off icer  of VF-53, f l e w  a rescue Combat A i r  Pa t ro l  
over a downed p i l o t  from the  BON HOMNE RICHARD. In  sp i te  o f ,ve ry  
hGavy and accurate  f i r e  from pos i t ions  on t h e  ground, the Corsairs  
succeeded i n  neut ra l iz ing  t h e  Pmodiate  area and a he l icopter  
rescue was effected,  

On 6 October, efghty-eight ( 8 8 )  s o r t i e s  were f lown. While 
a t tacking  a bridge on t h e  road west of KQVON, LTJQ C. I. TEAGUE, 
USN, of  VF-54 was h i t  by f lak ,  His plane omloded i n  the  a i r  and 
then crsahed i n t o  the ground, Them wzis nc chance of survival  and ' 

LTJC TEAGUE was l is ted 3s k i l l e d  i n  w t i o n .  LTJG Max MORRIS had 
t h e  p r iv i l ege  of making t h e  ES.SEX's t w c  thousandth ca tapul t  shot-  \ 

- 3 -  
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31 October 1931 

without an accident ,  Banshee and Panther f ighters bombed and 
s t r a fed  t w o  t roop concentratsons k i l l i n g  an estimated seventy 
t roops , 

On 8 October, eighty-sevgn (87) s o r t i e s  were flown with t h e  
bombers and f i g h t e r s  assigne& r a i l  cu t t i ng  missions and targets 
of opportunity,  
thir ty-eight  (38)  cuts i n  a l l ,  Corsairs  flew another rescue 
CAP mission over a domed South African A i r  Farce pilot, 
Unfortunately, t h e  p i l s t  was not recovered, 

Four s e r i e s  of c u t s  were l a i d  wi th  a total of' 

On 8 October, the force r e t i r e d  t o  replenish,  
On 9 October, eighty-one (81) s o r t i e s  were flown, Banshee 

je t s  l ed  by LCDR James B, CkIh, Executive Off icer  of VF-172, found 
one t r a i n  wi th  th ree  l i v e  locomotives j u s t  a f t e r  s u r i s e .  The 
t r a i n  w8$ stopped by s t r a f i n g  and loo# bombs, 
i n  t h e  day and f o r  two days following pwnmelled the  t r a i n  using 
it as a dump t s r g e t  when assigncd targelis wme obscured by weather 
The e n t i r e  t r a i n  was useless a t  t h e  end of  t he  a t tacks ,  During 
the  day twenty-cight (28)  r a i l  cu t s  were sewed i n  two s t r e t c h e s  
of track each about t h r e e  miles long, 

Prop sorties l a t e r  

On 10 October, eighty-four (84) s o r t i e s  were flown. For t h e  
first time Night Hecklers were armed w i t h  napalm and found it t o  
be an excel lent  weapon for night harrassing of t h e  enemy truck 
convoys. 
morning but a l l  hops were flown on a l a t e r  schedule, 
h i t  by enemy ground f i re ,  LT Sam CHESSMAN of VF-53 was forced to 
f l y  h i s  Corsair  t o  K-18 and land, 
incident ,  but CHESS" broke h i s  l e g  when he s l ipped of f  t h e  oil 
covered wing of h i s  plane and was hospi ta l ized,  

Weather c u r t a i l e d  operat ions f o r  a f e w  hours i n  t h e  l a t e  
Having been 

The Landing was made without 

On 11 October, eighty-four 584) s o r t i e s  were flown again,  
Night Hecklers armed w i t h  napalm and bombs razed highways west 
of YANGDOH, Dsy f l i g h t s  were assigned supr>ly poin ts  found i n  
photographs from tho day previous, Excellent r e s u l t s  were observed. 

bags of mail were waiting OR t h e  decks of t h e  service force 
vessels, t h e  biggest load of news from home t o  date, 

On 12 October, t h e  force retired t o  replenish,  Sixty-one (61) 

On 13 October, nineteen ( 1 9 )  sorties were flown i n  s p i t e  of 
Best t a r g e t s  of t h e  afternoon were adverse weather condi t ions,  

d i r e c t  h i t s  i n to  the  mouths of %vnneLs. On two ins tances  the  
tunnels  were closed off w i t h  land $ l i d o s ,  and, i n  w. t h i r d ,  a 
secondary 
hiding within had been h i t .  

explosian a f te r  t h e  impact indicated that a locomotive 
To fu r the r  insure t h e  stoppage o f  
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hiding locomotives, r a i l  c u t s  were made outs ide both ends of  
t h ree  tunnels  w i t h  a t o t a l  of seventeen (17) cra te rs .  

then cancelled because oE t h e  f r inge  weather of Typhoon Ruth, 
on U, October, four ( 4 )  s o r t i e s  were flown. Operations were 

On 15 October, for tydfive (45,) s o r t i e s  were flown w i t h  
weather over t h e  t a r g e t  a rea  maki 
An excel lent  recovery Df t h e  lastnaop was msde by LSOs whc 
brough:; a l l  the  a i r c r a f t  t o  sa fe ty  i n  s p i t e  of cfqualf:y wirLds and . 
a v i o i s n t l y  pi tching aeck. 

On 16 October, t h e  weather l i f t e d  and eighty-six ( 8 6 )  sorties 
were flown. 
.on th ree  ( 3 )  bridges and darnaged six ( 6 )  others ,  
f l i g h t s  and reconmissance f l i g h t s  a t tscked rsil Fargets  and 
r o l l i n g  stock wi th  a t o t a l  of two ( 2 )  locoaot ives  damaged and 
s ix teen  (16) boxcars and ondolas destro ed,  While sea rch in  

of VF-172, was h i t  with ground firs, Absence of rad io  trans- 
mission indicated t h a t  t he  p i l o t  was h i t ,  His a i r c r a f t  dived and 
crashed i n t o  the ground. There was no p o s s i b i l i t y  of escape and. 
OXLEY was reported as k i l l e d  i n  actfan.  During t h e  evening hops, 
Night Hecklers armed w i t h  napalm found four convoys on the high- 
ways west of YANGDOK. 
of t h e  f ires,  Followingdup w i t h  bombing runs,  they accounted fo r  
an estimated twenty-five (25) t rucks  destroyed and many more 
damaged , 

offensive missions difficult. 

Asskgned bridge t a r g e t s ,  ADS and F4Us dropped spans 
Jet coveral l  

! the road near WJON-NI, L f! DR Irad Blair &LEY, Operations O f  i c e r  

They napalmed, then s t r a fed  i n  t h e  l i g h t  

t 

On 17 October, the force retired t o  replenish,  

On 18 October, fif ty-one (51) s o r t i e s  were flown. Inclement 
weather began closing i n  i n  t h e  afternnon, Bomber s t r i k e s  and 
f i g h t e r  sweeps h i t  targets of oaportunity along r a i l  r i g h t s  of 
way and highways. 

f u l l  rep1enishment"Qperation w q s  conducted i n  addition. 
t r a i n s  were found by Night Heckler f l i g h t s  ,and e f fec t ive ly  
stopped before dayl ight ,  
t h e  t r a i n s  severly damaged and t h e  locomotives destroyed. 

f l i g h t  operat ions,  and twenty-four (24) s o r t i e s  were flown. 
Broken low cloud layers over the  t a r g e t  a r eas  made offensive 
missions l a rge ly  ine f f ec t ive*  

On 19 October, twentymine (29) sort ies  were flown, and a 
Three 

Day f l i g h t s  f in i shed  up t h e  job leaving 

On 20 October, bad weather set i n  again but  f a i l e d  t o  cancel  

On 21 October, marginal weather threatened most of  t h e  day 
but seventy-six (76)  sortioe; were flown, 
good success against  r a i l  8nd bridge bargots.  

Skyraider f l i g h t s  had 
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LCDR Russel l  LEQKLTDER, Executive Off icer  of VF-54, and a top  
bomber in the  gmub scored d i r e c t  h i t s  on six bridges and with 
h i s  f l i g h t  succeeded i n  knocking spans from four (4) of then, 

On 22 Octo'befi" c l e a r  weather permitted seventy-seven (77) 
s o r t i e s  t o  be f l o h ,  

6 

J e t  coveral l8  and mems found t w o  (2) * 

t r a i n s  and seve 
e f f ec t ive ly  s t o  
by t h e  props. On 
which rolled runa Both it and t h o  main port ion 
of t h e  t r a i n  we acked and desteoyed, Naval gunfire  missions 
flown by LT N, E, CURRY and LTJG James R, FOSTER af VF-53 
received a w e l l  done from ComGruDiv THREE f o r  an outstanding job 
o f  gunf i re  spot t ing and neu-tralizstion o f  shore b a t t e r i e s  which 
had taken the surface sh ips  under f i re ,  

pply Fointa which they bombed and s t rafed,  
t he  locomotives f o r  subsequent destruct ion 
a i n ,  on an upgrade detached t h e  l a s t  car, 
down the  h i l l ,  

On 23 October the force re t i red t o  replentsh.  

On 24 October, ninety-f'orta (94) Sor t i e s  were flown. Pr inc ipa l  
t a r g e t s  were bridges and sect ions of r a i l  l i n e s  t h a t  had been 
spot ted i n  use by t h e  Night Hecklers, 
Hecklers had found convoys of ammunition t rucks  on the  highways 
and explosions followed good h i t s  on a t  least  t e n  (10) separate  
t rucks.  
r a i l  breaks. 
cr ippled by enemy a i r c r s f t .  
near WONSAEJ she ca l l ed  t o  t h e  Navy f o r  asSis tsnce,  
was flown over t h e  downed airmen a f t e r  they had abandoned the  
a i r c r a f t .  
of t h e  eleven (11) nen who had ba i led  out, 

graphs from t h e  previous day -indicated camouflaged t a r g e t s  along 
the highway west of YANGDOK, 
when the camouflaged targets  proved t o  be suoply points ,  a dozen 
of which were left burning by the  a t tack ing  a i r c ra f t .  
Robert DOSS, USN, of VF-172 ex erienced a cold shot from the 

The a i r c r a f t  was stsuck by t h e  ship,  
by t h e  hel icopter  and suffered mild shock and bruises, 

ing the biggest ehfor t  made by the  k i r  Group f o r  t h i s  period, 
Pkirtaary t a r g e t s  were r a i l  breaks and bridges,  Following two ( 2 )  
runs from which LTJC William BURGESS of VF-54 scored d i r e c t  h i t s  
dropping t h e  span of a br idge,  he returned t o  make a photo run and 
his a i r c r a f t  was stiruck by groundfiro. BWGESS headed por t h e  Sea 
of Japan. A s  he neared the  coast  h i s  engine stopped and he g l ided  

For t h e  first time t h e  Night 

The AD and F4U f l i g h t s  sowed i? t o t a l  o f  twenty-five (25 )  
In  the  afternoon an A i r  Force B-29 was foklowed and 

As t h e  B-29 approaehed t h e  east coalst 
A reacue CAP 

Naval small c ra f t  and destroyers  recovered eight  ( 8 )  

On 25 October, ninety-three (93 )  missions were flown, Photo- 

Excellent results were forthcoming 

LTJC 

* ca tapul t  and h i s  Banshee h i t  t ph e water Just ahead of t h e  port  bow. 
DOSS was recovered quickly 

On 26 October ninety&six (96) midsions were flown, represent- 
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where he di tched.  Rescue was made wi th in  r a n m  of 
the  khoro bat ter ies  by the ITSS’COMF%Y, DDE 307. 
led rescue cover planes which engaged i n  thwsrt ing fire from t h e  
beach which threatened the  success o f  t h e  rescue,  

LTJG Ed LAgEP 

i 

On 27 October t he  fo rce  re t i red  t o  replenish.  

On 28 October, seventy-three (73) missions were flown of which 
twenty (20)  were a part  o f  a coordinated s t r i k e  against t h e  enemy 
i n d u s t r i a l  targets atSONKHYON, 
i n t ense  and accura te  flak and the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of enemy a i r  
opposi t ion,  The attack wag carried out as fol lows,  Jets and Cor- 
seirs assigned to the  mission of ground f i r e  suppression l e d  off  
the  dives on known gun emplacements, Immediately t h e  ground f i re  
was drawn t o  them the kDs assigned t o  bombing missions commenced 
t h e i r  runs. Ground f i r e  suppression was so effect ive t h a t  s ix  (6) 
runs  were made b the bas2 element of which four (4) were bomb 
drops and two ( 2  3 wePe fire-bomb and napalm drops. Upon completion 
of t h e  a t tack tihe s t r i k e  g m u p  reformed and returned t o  the ship  
with t h e  f i g h t e r s  f l y i n g  cover. O f  the aircraf t  launched on this 
mission none were h2t w i t h  enemy f i re ,  Eater i n  t h e  day while  on. 
a bridge assigr\mont t h e  F4U pi lo ted  by Ensign R, A, BATEMAN, USNR, 
of VF-53 was h i t  by f l a k ,  The burst  came just  under One wing and 
approximately t e n  (10) feet of t h e  w i n g  was destroyed, 
c ra f t  began t o  gy ra t e  violently and then dove t o  the  ground and 
exploded on impact, 
Ensign BATBMAN was l i s t e d  a s  k i l l e d  i n  action, 

On 29 October, eighty-one (81) s o r t i e s  were flown w i t h  r a i l  
cuts and bridges again t h e  primary target for  t h e  day, 
was schaduled to attack a s t r a t e g i c  target l oca t ed  i n  the out- 
s k i r t s  of t h e  town of  KAPSAM, 
.VT fuzes  o b l i t e r a t e d  t h e  t a r g e t  cons i s t ing  of s ix t een  (16) build- 

Previous in t e l l i gence  ind ica ted  

The air-  

No chance of  su rv iva l  wss indicated and 

One strike 

One thousand pound bombs amned with 

ings. 

On 30 October, eighty (SO)  sorties were flown agaihst t ranspor-  
t a t i o n  targets.  The harvest  season had brought an  increased 
amount of  road t r a f f i c  for the  preoeding three ( 3 )  days, 
traffic i n  t h e  form of trucks and ca r t s  drawn by beasts  o f  bbrden 
afforded the communist6 exce l len t  opportuni ty  to muggle supp l i e s  
under t h e  guise  of f a l l  crops. 
enemy and a t t a c k s  on c a r t s  and trucks brought secondary explosions 
and obvious oil and gas f i r e s  t o  indicate Chat m i l i t a r y  s t o r e s  
were i n  t r a n s i t ,  The b i  ges t  number of r a i l  c u t s  f o r  a single day 
were made, Forty-three 7 43) c u t s  for t h i s  day and a t o t a l  of over 
n ine ty  ( 9 C )  cuts f o r  t h e  past three ( 3 )  days. 

This  

This onportuni ty  was used by the 

8 On 31 October, t h e  force r e t t r e d  t o  replenish.  Followin 
replenishment the ESSZX w s relieved on s t a t i o n  by USS BON H MME 
RICHARD and the l3EsSEX proceeded t o  Yokosuka f o r  maintsnance, liberw 
a d  recrea t ion .  d;, 5 
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PART Izr: ORDNANCE 

a, MnCHINE GUNS 

The ready ammunition l o c k e r s  are not adequate  f o r  stowage 
of ready s e r v i c e  ammunition, 
passageways and ca twalks  ou i d e  of stowage swces.  The present  
machine gun c leaning  f G c i l i  
machine guns, Conversion f 
l i m i t a t i o n s  are such t h a t  t h e  roblern i s  no t  e a s i l y  reso lved ,  

deck o r  hangar sock. 

Bel ted  ammunition i s  stacked i n  

20MM use 1s being s tud led  but  space 
es are des4gned f o r  50 p l i b e r  

Cleaning o i l i n  and handling K a s  t o  be accomplished on t h e  f l i g h t  

There are no spare  p a r t  k i t s  f o r  20MM gunsI It i s  
necessary t o  draw a new gun t o  r e p l a c e  p a r t s  which a r e  brgken. 
t a k e s  six (6)  man hours t o  depreserve new guns that a r e  drswn. 
t a k e s  another  s ix  ( 6 )  man hours t o  change t h e  f r o n t  mount adap te r  
f o r  t h e  F4U-I+3 because a l l  guns on board a r e  equipped f o r  t h e  AD 
and F9F a i r c r a f t ,  

It 
It 

There i s  still a c r i t i c a l  need f o r  OldsmobiAe feed mech- 
At present  it is  necessary t o  r e p a i r  t h e  broken mechanisms 

anisms from downed a i r c r a f t .  
osrd are t h e  Davis type  which were t o  be 

anisms, 
o r  t o  scavenge feed me 
spare feed mechanisms 
discarded i n  accordance w i t h  OML-GV-8-51. Nine out  of t e n  of  t h e  
f a u l t y  mechanisms are left-hand feed. 
must be modified t o  fit t h e  feed mechanism h e a t e r s  which r e q u i r e s  
about f o u r  (4 )  man hours  p e r  f eed  mechanism, 

The only 

A l l  new feed mechanisms 

Af ter  s e v e r a l  i n c i d e n t s  i n  which bombs were dropped i n  a 
s a f e  condi t ion  because arming wires were being pu l l ed  from arming 
so lenoids  by t h e  airstream a t  high speeds, t he  j e t  squadrons have 
adopted t h e  po l i cy  of  s t ay ing  below 200 k t s  I. i 'L,S.5 c l e a r  a l l  
su r face  u n i t s  and energ iz ing  t h e  arming c i r c u i t s ,  
has  not been f u l l y  evaluated bu t  i n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  t h a t  it w i l l  
so lve  the problem, The p o s s i b i l i t y  of i n a d v e r t e n t l y  r e l e a s i n g  an 
armed bomb i s  r e a l i z e d  and s a f e t y  precaut ions have been s t r e s sed .  

The gun chargers  on t h e  FhU-4B a r e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  i n  t h a t  
t hey  cannot be char ed o r  pu t  i n  a safe p o s i t i o n  wi th  any de r e e  

has improvised a temporary i n s t a l l a t i o n  t o  hold t h e  charger  more 
secur  e l  y , 

exce l l en t .  There has bsen v e r  l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  wi th  gun s t o p  ages 
where i n s t a l l a t i o n  of t h e  New ti ldsmobile gun feed  mechanism flas 

This  sptem 

of  c e r t a i n t y ,  An R 8 DliOE has baen submitted and t h e  F4U squa !i ron 

The 20Nvl machine gunst on t h e  ADS, FgFs and F2Hs was 

been accomplished,. The F9F encountered 
which accounted for s e v e r a l  stoppages,  

u 

some hydraul ic  fa i lures  

-8- 
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b, BOMBS 

Bomb s k i d s  are not  able f o r  pushing t h e  l e n g t h  of t h e  
f l i g h t  deck ac roas  arrest i  a r  and b a r r i e r  cables .  It i s  felt 
t h a t  bomb s k i d s  should be ped wi th  pneumatic t i r e s ,  

a1 shortage of MA55 bomb r a c k s  on 
board,, Once t h e  MK55 r a c k s  e been f i t t e d  f o r  use on a p a r t i c u I a r  . 
a i r  f o i l  it is d i f f i c u l t  t o  v e r t  f o r  use on a d i f f e r e n t  a i r n l a n e  
making i n t e r c h a n g e a b i l i t y  

There is st i l l  a c 

The p r i m r y  cause of ung-wing bombs on t h e  F4U and AD 
a i rcraf t  has been a loose e l  t r i c a b  p lug  connection between t h e  
wing and MK55 bomb racks ,  Although p e r f e c t  f i t  is not  obtained t h e  
eLectrica1 c i r c u i t  will g e n e r a l l y  check but without  a bomb 
a t tached .  
w i l l  cause t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  p lug  t 6  p u l l  out s l i g h t l y  and r e s u l t  i n  
an u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  e l e c t r i c a l  connection. The F2Hs and ADS wi th  
t h e  kero &A bomb rack  have had a similar t r o u b l e  when t h e  Aero 14A 
rack was not  properly secured t o  t h e  wing and caused a poor 
e l e c t r i c a l  c i r c u i t  r e s u l t i n g  hung bombs. 

e j e c t o r  f o o t  assembly and c a r t r i d g e  r e t a i n e r s  i n  t h e  bomb e ectors 
were l o s t  when t h e  cartridges were f i r e d ,  A lOOO# and 2 O O d  bomb 
were carried on t h e  c e n t e r  s t a t i o n s  i n  t h e s e  cases.  The cause f o r  
these l o s s e s  was t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  bomb ojector p i s ton  r e t a i n i n g  
key.! A con t r ibu to ry  factor  t o  t h i s  key breakage w a s  t h e  tendency 
of t h e  bomb e j e c t o r  ke clarnr> assembl t o  become deformed, This  

spare  keys o r  clamp assembliss Eire a v a i l a b l e  on board which 
n e c e s s i t a t e s  ob ta in ing  t h e s e  p a r t s  from new complete bomb e j e c t o r  
Unit s 

However whsn a bomb i s  i n s t a l l e d  t b e  weight of  t h e  bomb 

On t h e  AD a i rc raf t  t h e r e  were two cftses i n  which t h e  

clamp assembly is chec E ed each time t K e e j e c t o r  is loaded, No 

C .  ROCKETS 

Several  ca ses  have occurred i n  which the  locking p i n s  i n .  
t h e  p i g t a i l  connect ions have f a i l e d  when i n s e r t e d  i n  t h e  i g n i t e r ,  
r e s u l t i n g  i n  a disconnected p i g t a i l  i n  fl l ight and a hung rocket .  
It was found necessary t o  e x e r c i s e  extremo c % r e  while plugging i n  
rocke t s  t o  avoid damaging t h e s e  pins. 

The rocket  p i g t a i l s  cont inue  t o  break even though they  were 
taped t o  t h e  rocke t  f i n  and t h e  weak links were r e in fo rced  by t ap-  
ing arming wire splztnts..  It is bel ievad that the  f i r i n g  b las t  
from t h e  ad jacent  rocke t  plus  t h e  high s l i p s t r e a m  speed c o n t r i b u t e s  
apprec iab ly  t o  t h e  p i g t a i l  f a i l u r e ,  



31. October 1951 

d. Ordnance expenditures €or the operating period are as 
follows: 

MUNITION? m - F2H I AD - TOTAL 

2000# GP 117 117 

l O O M  GP 73 5 73 5 

roo# GP 233 140 b73 

loo# GP 631 562 659 491 2343 

26O# Frag 172 226 3943 

350# DB 10 10 

250# GP 871 2237 3 108 

6,5" ATAR 96 88 . 156 340 

5.0'' HVAR 2 60 457 121 63 8 

3..2fjT1 SH 

NAPALM 

71 71 

13. 45 56 

20MM 49,299 79,736 90,340 69,125 288,500 

A N  ML-2-INC 59 - 59 

m 
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DhMiLGE TO ENEMY 

TANKS 
TRUCKS 
LOCOS 
OXCARTS 
H W  BRIDGES 
SUPPLY DUMPS 
FACTOR I E  S 

BKS & BUILDINGS 
GUN ENPL tCEMENT S 

WAREHOUSES 

VILLAGES 
BOATS 
RR Y?LRDS 
RR TUNNELS 
RR TRACKS 

RR BRIDGES 
TROOPS KILLED 

FUEL DUMPS 
VANS 

RR C:&RS 

RR BY-PkSSZS 

COMP~~LND POSTS 

31 October 1951 

DAMAGED 

' 1  
i' 4.5 
f - 11 

ie# 
'3 

11 
19 
16 

3 
10 I 

k. 

166 
10 

2 

2 
1 

, 
DESTROYED_ 

8 
23 

2 
1 

102 
19 
1 

'6 

557% 
3 1  

lo**. 3 Z # #  

1 
2 

$< These f i g u r e s  inc lude  only t a r g e t s  p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  and 
t h e  a c t u a l  damage observed. 
t a r g e t s  are not t abula ted .  

#. Bridges with a t  least  one complete break a r e  counted as 
destroyed,  

Damages where t r a c k s  a re  broken o r  c r a t e r e d  a r e  counted as 
r a i l  c u t s ,  

Unobserved damage o r  u n i d e n t i f i e d  

** Inc ludes  r i v e r  beds where f o r d s  have been b u i l t  up, 

## 295 observed c a s u a l t i e s  and 89 est imated c a s u a l t i e s  based on 
d i spa tch  r e p o r t s  from t h e  ground forces i n  Korea, 

n 
-11- 
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DATE TYPE A/C - 
10-6-51 F9F-2B 
10-20-51 FgF-2 
3.0-22-51 F9F-2B 
10-24-51 F9F-2 
10-25-51 FgF-2B 
10-26-51 FQF-2 
10-26-51 W 

0 

10-9-51 tt 
10-9-51 1s 

10-9-51 W 

10-9-51 (1 

10-21-51, tt 

10-21-51 W 

10-25-51 n 

10-29-51 1t 

10-28-51 n 

10-18-51 AD-4Q 
10-18-51 4tD-k 

Bullet Hoges 
Frag H o l k s  
Bu l l e t  Holes 
Bu l l e t  Hales 
Bul l e t  Holes 
Flak H6Les 
Bullet holes 

VF-53 

Bu l l e t  Holes 
Bullet  Holes 
Bu l l e t  Holes 
Bul l e t  Holes 
Frag Heles 
Bul l e t  Holes 
Bul l e t  Holes 
Ruptured #8 cyl inder  and 
push rod 
Bu l l e t  penetrated exhaust 
s tack  
Bu l l e t  Holes 
Frag Holes 
Frag Holes 
Bu l l e t  Holes 
Plane crashed 
Ruptured hydraul ic  l i n e  
t o  landing gear  

B u l l e t  Holes 
Loss of A/C due t o  $LA f i re  

S h e l l  Holes 
Frzg Holes 
Severed w i n g  f l a p  

Frag Holes 
Frcg Holes 

Bull& Holes 
Frag Xoles 
Bul l e t  Holes 
Bul l e t  Holes 

IRFLICTED BY 

small !mns, 38 cal, 
Unknown 
50 ca l .  
12.7 l@f 
20MN 
37EN 
30 c a l  r i f l e  

50 ca l .  
20m 
30 cal, 
50 cal. 
Unknown 
50 c a l ,  
50 ca l .  
50 ca l ,  

50 cal. 

50 ~ 8 1 .  
Unknown 
Unknmn 
30 cal. 
3m 
30 tale 

\ 

20MM 
Tracers high 
e m l o s i u e s  time 
fuzed. 
High explosive. 
High explosive 
Armor p i e rc ing  
p r o j e c t i l e  
Unknown 
imnor p i e rc ing  
p r o j e c t i l e  
30 ca1.- A 
Unknown 
30 ca1.- A 
30 cal,-A 
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%. DE(&&3SlflED _L 

b e  DAMACE TO OtWN AIRCRAFT 

VF154 Cont'd 

- Di'.TE TYPE A/C 

10-2 - 1 A D 4  
10-28-$1 AD-tL 

10-4-51 F2H-2 
10- 5 - 5 1  
10-11-51 

?f 
?? 

10-16-51 11 

10-22-51 ?? 

Did4 L GE INFLICTED BY 

Flak Holes 3W - F 
Flak Holes 90MM - F 
Bullet Holes 30 c a l  - A 
O i l  l i n e s  & engine damaged 37MM - F 
Flak Holes 37m " E 
Bul l e t  Holes 50 cal .  

38 %*- A B u l l e t  Holes 
Bullet Holes 
Bu l l e t  Holes 50 c a l  - A 
Bul l e t  Holes 
B u l l e t  Holes 

0 & 50 c a l  - k 
aOMM - A 

Frag & Bul l e t  Holes 
Flak Holes Flak 
Port spar cap broken a t  
hinge of p o r t  s t u b  wing 

Unknown-E, 50 cal-A 

Unknown - E 

Bul l e t  Holes 30 c a l ,  20MM - EF 

Stbd e l e c t r i c a l  coaxial 50 c a l  .. I 
cables and r a d i o  
Planes destroyed Unknown 
Bul l e t  Holes 30 ca1.- k 

B u l l e t  Holes 2OMM .. E 
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D 
PART V: PE83ONMEL 

a. OFFICER 

A p i l o t  f a c t o r  of 1.5 f o r  a l l  squadrons is considered 
e s s e n t i a l  upon deployment, TbG a t t r i t i o n  during the  first t w o  
(2) operat ing per iods has r e  ed t h e  f a c t o r  i n  two ( 2 )  squadrons 
t o  1.3 and each of t h e  o the r  uadrons has  l o s t  p i l o t s ,  It is 
believed t h a t  with a f a c t o r  1.5 a squadron can complete a 
normal combat t o u r  without r acernents, At CoMirPac's d i spa tch  
reques t ,  GO, U.S.S, ESSEX ma t h e  following recommendations t o  
CTF 77: "On basis  of 2 Jet  2 Prop squadrons 1.5 p i l o t  f a c t o r  
recommended both type$, 5 p 
plane composite u n i t s ,  
f o r  3 planes very desirable," 

t s  f o r  3 plane and 6 p i l o t s  for 4 
Present  photo requirements make 6 p i l o t s  

There remains a need f o r  a qua l l f i ed  ground ordnance 
o f f i c e r  on the  CVC staff. Previous recommendations have been 
submitted. 
maintenance o f f i c e r  be assigned t o  each squadron i n  order  t o  a t t a i n  
t h e  highest  a v a i l a b i l i t y .  F ighter  Squadron FIFTY THREE i s  t h e  
only squadron i n  the  Group t h a t  has not been assigned a ground 
maintenance o f f i c e r ,  

The present opera t ions  r equ i r e  t h R t  a qua l i f i ed  ground 

b, ENLISTED 

D i f f i c u l t i e s  have been encountered i n  operat ing with an 
on-board count below authorized allowance, The following i s  a 
break-down of t h e  e n l i s t e d  personnel s t a t u s  as  to losses by 
t r a n s f e r s  and discharges under cur ren t  d i r e c t i v e s  for t h e  pas t  
month and t h e  an t i c ipa t ed  l o s s e s  f o r  t h e  month of NOVEMBER: 

SQUAPRON 

CVG=5 
VF-51 
VF-53 
v-54 
~ ~ - 1 7 2  
vci3 
vc-11 
vc-35 
VC-61 

TOTALS 

!rLLOWANCE 

17 
119 
109 
13 2 
140 

3 o*c 
28* 
43* 
20* - 

-638  

ON 

16 
114 
106 
124 
1 2 1  

30 
28 
43 
20 
602 

BOriliD - 

7 

OCTOBER 
LOSSES 

0 
r, 
0 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
7 
- 

ANTICIPATED . LOSSES 

0 
3 
2 
7 
5 
0 
1 
0 
0 
18 
- 

* This  asaumes t h e  on board count f o r  Composite Squadrons t o  be 
t h e  allowance, 

-14- 
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PART V: PERSONNEL 

C. .MORALE 

Under t h e  present  heavy workload of continuous opera t ions  
t h e  performance of a l l  personnel has t e e n  e x c e l l e n t  and morale has  
been a factor r e q u i r i n g  nu s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n ,  

d . CASUALTIES 
period as  follows: 

The A i r  Group lost u r  ( 4 )  p i l o t s  dur ing  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  

LTJG Cordice Isaac T U G U E ,  465t17/1310, USN, VF-54. 
A i r c r a f t  h i t  by a n t  a i r c r a f t  f i r e  during recovery from 
d ive  bombing run, c shed i n  flames, K i l l e d  i n  Action, 

LCDR Irad 3lair  OXLEY, 165618/1310, USN, VF-172, 
Aircraft  h i t  by a n t i - a i r c r a f t  f i r e  on Armed Recco f l i g h t .  
Exploded upon impact w i th  ground, Kil l ed  i n  Action. 

LTJG Samuel Richard CHESSBUN, 521324/1310, USN, Vl?=53. 
Received broken l a g  upon disembarking from damaged air-  
craft;, Transfer red  t o  U,S.S. CONSOL:.TION, 

ENS Richard Allen BI;TEIUN, 53813L?/1325, USER, VF-53. 
Aircraft h i t  by mti-aircraf t  f i r e  during g l i d e  bombing 
run, crashed and burned, K i l l ed  i n  Action. 

e, REXDY ROOIrLS 

A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  inadequate Ready Room s i t u a t i o n  a 
study was made o f  space and f a c i l i t i e s  t o  meet t h e  demands of a 
fou r th  Ready Room. 
end o f  the wardroom, was moved i n t o  t h e  wardroom lounge, 
compartment A-212L, 
u n i t ,  te lephone,  s t a t u s  board, e t c , ,  was accomplished without 
n e c e s s i t y  of a l t e r a t i o n s ,  
Room which accommodates 2’7 p i l o t s  and has r e l i e v e d  the  congested 
s i t u a t i o n  o f  twa squadrcsns sha r ing  Ready Room 4. The wardroom 
lrunge i n  t u r n  was moved t o  t h e  space previously designated Ready 
Room 2 without undue i n t e r f e r e n c e  with messing and the  general 
concensus of  opinionsof o f f i c e r s  is  t h a t  it has advantages 
over t h e  previoous arrangement. The i n t e r e s t  of  t h e  s h i p  i n  
accomplishing t h e  mave i n  exact  conformance wi th  the  design 
suggested and t h e  expedi t ieus  accomplishment q f  t h e  work involved 
i s  worthy of s p e c i a l  mention, 

Ready 2,  previously loca ted  i n  t he  forward 

The movement of t e l e t y p e ,  inter-communication 

The end r e s u l t  was an adequate Ready 

I 
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31 Octdber 1951 

PART VI: OPERATIONS 

This ends t h e  second period f o r  A i r  Group FIVE i n  t h e  oper- 
a t ing  area,  which w a s  character iaed by severa l  c b n g e s  i n  t h e  
methods of carrying out the  :prinar mission, t h e  in t e rd i c t ion  of 
t h e  enemy t ranspor ta t ion  system, g uring the first period i n  the  
operating area,  key bridges 
During t h e  second per iod ra breaklng of main r a i l  ar ter ies  was 
included as a t a r g e t  for i n t e rd i c t ion ,  
ing ra i ls  away from t w n  a A emplacements t h a t  more damage could 
bO i n f l i c t e d  t o  t h e  enemy out exposure of s t r i k e  group t o  
in tense  AA. The ftnsmy is 1 able to rebui ld  bridges and rail  
breaks i n  a surpr i s ing ly  

on 28 October 1951, a i a l  s t r i k e  mission was flown 
against  an important suoply center  near  KAPSAN, Korea, The 
s t r i k e  was l e d  by CCVG-5, a?$d was composed of 4 F2H, 8 FkU, 8 
AD of CVG-5 and 4. FgF, 8 F4U and 8 AD of CVG-l$,  
preceded the  s t r i k e  group i n  the a t t ack ,  s t ra f rng  and pocketing 
known AA posi t ions,  and were followed by t h e  Corsairs  armed with.  
VT bombs for f l a k  suppression. The AD elements armed with 1000#, 
250#, napalm and incendiar ies  followed t h e  Corsairs  and bombed 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  assigned t a r g e t s  of warehouses and barrack areas, 
The evaluat ion of post s t r i k e  
the t a r g e t  completely destroys8 which i s  considered excel lent  
f o r  t h e  number of a i r c r a f t  invofved. The t a c t i c s  used were ’ 
basfGal1 those of MI, A 1  hou h i n  ense AA f i r e  was en untered no a i r c r  5: ft were shot down a I E 6  tho  gh s 1 x runs were made. [iyter 
each run a complete rendezvous of t he  s t r i k e  

e re  considered primary targets. 

It i s  f e l t  that by break- 

period ef time, 

The sets 

ho%ographa showed t h a t  35% of 

oup was made and 
t h e  t a r g e t  approached from a d i f f e ren t  d i r e c t  F on. 

The F9F and F2H a i r c r a f t  were used exclusively for  f i g h t e r  

For Combat Air Pa t ro l  a i r  con t ro l l e r s  have been requested t o  

sweeps, armed reconnaissance and day CAP, . 

give a 3-5 mile l a t e r a l  o f f s e t  followed by a pursu i t  curve in t e r -  
cept w i t h  8 straight-away of one t o  two  miles on l d w  s eed t a r  ets 

advantage over the  prop f i g h t e r s  and a t t ack  a i rp lanes  without t h e  
hazard of 
consis tantfy when planning the  in te rcept  f o r  the beam o r  ahead 
of t h e  beam at tack posi t ion.  Furthermore, when bogies a l t i t u d e  

(below 250 knots). This provides j e t  in te rceptors  w i t  R a t a c t  f c a l  

u l l i ng  i n  f ront  ef the  bogies as  has happended 

i n f o p a t i o n  i s  a o r - ( t h e  ru e r a t h e r  t h a n - t h e  ex ept ion)  the  
CAP 1 b e t t e r  
en t i a f  between an d clock. f t  1s not unusud  for the t8 $ea,ck throu h 9 grea ter  a E t tude d ff  

t o  be vectored a t  20,000 f e e t  for a bogie  of unknown a l t i t u d e  
and f o r  t h e  CAP t o  s i g h t  t h e  bqgie at 2,000 t o  4.,000 f ee t .  
i s  extremely d i f f i c u l t  t o  sesrch d i r e c t l y  below and/or behind i n  
t h e  F9F and FZH. 

It 
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PART VI: OPERATIONS 

The f o u r  (4)  p i l o t  photo team from vc-61 remained on t o p  f o r  
totaL missions e r  p i l o t .  The detachment had exce l l en t  r e s u l t s  
and added g rea t  E y t o  the  SUCCBSS of t h e  mission. 

The detachment f m m  VC-11 cont inued t o  f l y  t h e  Anti-Sub Pa t ro l  
f o r  t h e  defense of t he  . task  g p without inc ident ,  

The FlJJ4Bs were used for  al Gun F i r e  Spot, S t r i k e  Missions, 
Weather Recco and a few CAP h t s .  The AD-4s were used f r . 
s t r i k e  missions and Anti-Sub rol esco r t s ,  The F4U and A 8  
bombing accuracy improved co erably  during t h i s  period. 

Lo delay fhzss  8 t conds, ware used eve ra l  t mes 
p i l o t s  t o  ma R e drops  a t  a 
r e s u l t i n g  i n  r e a t e r  dama mb dropped, These low l e v e l  
drops wore ma 8 e i n  open c 
t e r r a i n .  

d u r i n g T h i s  er iod w i t h  ver ec t iv?  r e s u l t s ,  a t allowe d the ' 

a l t i t u d e  and a slower air meed, 

s wel l  as  in mountainous 

i5: Over-crowded communication channels s t i l l  remain a handica 
under t h e  r e sen t  opera t ing  condi t ions.  A request  has been ma e 
t o  CTF-77 B o r  t h e  assignment of a separa te  a i r  t a c t i c a l  channel. 

o r  250 pound bombs instea,d o f  rockets .  Rocket t a r g e t s  have been 
almost non-existent since a r r i v i n g  i n  t he  Korean Area i n  4ugust. 
Bombing accuracy improved s t ead i ly  and t h a  t o t a l  des t ruc t ion  and 
damage r e s u l t s  was gra t i fy ing ,  

Both j e t  squadrons a re  convinced of t h e  value of carrying 100 

The bombing, s t r a f i n g  and rocket a t t a c k s  w i t h  t h e  Banshee 
a r e  made from a l t i t u d e s  o f  e igh t  $a twe lve  thousand fee t ,  i n  dives 
of fort t o  s i x t y  degrees, This procedure r e s u l t s  i n - b e t t e r  
accuracf w i t h  bombs and rocke ts ,  more e f f e c t i v e  s t r a f i n g  due t o  
impact angle and time on target  and, w i t h  simultaneous runs from 
various d i r ec t ions ,  affords r iA r o t ec t ion  by div id ing  t h e  f i r e  and 

The n ight  detachments on board did an outs tanding job during 
reduces t h e  enemy's o v e r a l l  fir B ng time t o  a minimum. 

t h i s  period, 
e a r l y  morning f l i g h t s  t h a t  r e su l t ed  i n  s t r i k e  f l i g h t s  being 
d ive r t ed  t o  he lp  des t roy  enemy t r a i n s  during t h e  day, 

The night  hecklers found l u c r a t i v e  t a r g e t s  on t he  

A l l  Night Heckler missions were conducted in t w o  plane sec t ions ,  , 

Various Gnct ical  procedureswere evaluated and t a c t i c s  em loyed by 
t h i s  team were t he  r e s u l t  of compromise, 
of course W ~ S  an a l l  important factor, On clear n igh t s  it was 

a c t i c a b i e  t o  break t h e  s c ion i n  s i n  lane  u n i t s  each $fane harass ing  t h e  enemy fnhviduafify,  f% b o  planes h a  ed 
with in  f i v e  t o  t e n  miles of a w h  o t h e r ,  
spo t t ing  of  bomb blasts  and f l s r c  drops, previously arpanged 

The s t a t e  of t i e weather, i 

Contact was mainta Y ned by 
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rendezvous po in t s ,  and v i s u a l  navigation. The p l anes ,  under 
t h e s e  condi t ions ,  were sble  t o  assist one another  a t  a l l  times. 
In  case of inclement weather', a l l  t h e  above l i s t e d  means of  
maintaining contac t  broke down, and it was e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  t he  
s e c t i o n  remain i n t a c t ,  

tactT&lofb~m8~Yo&: &l t Pighes i s  ve 6f *:ndA$ehougfi t o  1 xhia  i n  w i s  s anda no€ d 
found t o o  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  wingman, i n  so doing he l o s t  h i s  
a b i l i t y  t o  naviga te  and search Tor targets. 

recovery of a i rc raf ' t  on a black n igh t  w i t h  l i t t l e  o r  no horizon, 
It i s  be l ieved  t h a t  a dangerous s i t u a t i o n  e x i s t s  us ing  t h e  break- 
up procedure o u t l i n e d  i n  cur ren t  USF pub l i ca t ions ,  beginning 
when the  s e c t i o n  passes c lose aboard t h e  s ta rboard  side and con- 
t i n u i n g  u n t i l  t h e  180° t u r n  to t h e  downwind leg i s  completed, 
The wingman at n igh t  must immediately 

h s t  e r ' a d  i under Euch conai t ions ,  

procedures are recommended, 
a, Sec t ions  should maintain a race t r a c k  p a t t e r n  along 

t h e  s h i p ' s  heading. 
going downwind a t  a minimum a l t i t u d e  of 500 feet us ing  a twenty 
second i n t e r v a l ,  
oppor tuni ty  t o  remain o r i en ted  w i t h  t h e  l i g h t s  of t h e  duty  
c a r r i e r  and p lane  guard; it a l s o  g i v e s  each p i l o t  an oppor tuni ty  
t o  prepars  f o r  h i s  approach w i t h  ample t ime t o  s e t  up f o r  
instrument f l i g h t  rim t o  going t o  t h e  300 f ee t  requi red  a t  t h e  

l o g  close ahead, confbsion e x i s t s  as t o m t h o  p o s i t i o n  o f  the 
c a r r i e r  o r  t o  t h e  plane guard des t roye r  which i s  used as a tu rn -  
i n g  re ference .  (Sse next  page f o r  diagram). 

favorably with t h e  s tandard  procedures recommended by cur ren t  
USFQ., 

The n i  h t  detachments on board are eva lua t ing  a method of 

o from f l y i n g  a con tac t  
wing p o s i t i o n  t o  xnstmment f l y i n  w i t  8 t h e  ever  present  

o s s i b i l i t j -  of vertigq a t  a very !? ow a l t i t u d e ,  During t h e  

To a l l e v i a t e  o r  e l imina te  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  fol lawing 

cgmbat t h e  VFM detachment aboard l o s t  'an F4U 

Break-up should be made i n  l e v e l  f l i g h t  

Using t h i s  procedure,  each p i l o t  has an 

nmmal break-up PO f: n t ,  By s t a r t i n g  t h e  t u r n  t o  t h e  downwind 

b, Time involed us ing  t h e  above procedures compares 
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a. JET MAINTENANCE 

F2H-2 maintenance off ed no serious problems f o r  t h e  
r e p o r t i n g  period, One a i r c r a f t  sus ta ined  a h3t from a .50 . 
ca l iber  b u l l e t  i n  t b e  rudd,er b b l e  coupling assembly which 
r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  aircraft  being AOC for  EL period of t e n  days. 
Equipment f o r  r e p a i r i n g  t h e  damaged cables was not airailable,. 
F2H-2 c a t a y l t  hook d i f f i c u l t i e s  has  been r m o r t e d  by separate 
cor  re spondenc e . 

It i s  evident  from ekperience i n  a t temnt ing  s t r u c t u r a l  
r e p a i r s  tha?. high shear  rivet;  f a c i l i t i e s  and heat t r e a t i n g  ovens 
f o r  small ?arts Shouli? be i n s t a l l e d  on a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s .  
equipment - f ~ c ; ~ l d  Peci2-5-t ia-i;e r e p a i r  thereby  elimii2ating t h e  
impertance c b f  d31.ay I-.?.+,rampor-c of spare  p a r t s  33” reolacement 
a i r c r a f t .  

3 

Such 

FgF-2 mc! r. t .exr,ce p r o b l e m  were confined t o  *:wo ins tances .  
Fue l  conts1iiratLw wa.; 3iscoverec~. i n  one aircra2-k fo.:lowing a 
f l i  h t  duyvir!g w%-lch ..;he fuel low boost warning Mght  ind ica t ed  
fue f bypass o f  t h e  low pressure  f u e l  f i l t e r ,  The f i l t e r  was 
removed and found clogged with an unknown substance,  After clean-,  
i ng  t h e  fil.tsr m a  cr>ild.uct‘;ng a half-hour turn-up t h e  a i r c r a f t  
flew an hour and hsLf t e s t  hop successfu l ly .  Tke a i r c r a f t  was 
t h e n  kept C?;I deck f3i” zbcczL 8 week a f te r  which a. turn-up was not 
satisfactou:T, t h e  engi1.e WE being r e s t r i c t e d  t o  15Sc Invest i -  
gatiori  revealed t h e  f c e l  p:essuAzing and shut-off cock badly 
corroded, The f u e l  c e l l  wis opened and found t o  conta in  Large 

. amounts of t,he ssme uirknowx con%aminating substance,  The upper 
main f u e l  p.mp and t h e  tur:io-jet conjxol  were corroded and not 
f u n c t i q n h g  proFel-ly. A l l  fue?. c o n t r o l  u n i t s  were replaced by 
new v . n ? t s  and t r~ engine ckccked. c a r z f u l l y ,  A eample of t h e  
contzniaa.ked fuS. wile ma:!;, zsq ‘nv C3mSerVPac and ‘ha -eport stated 
tbt  r-h? sri$.e ccnt,a:’_ned :..j-.5/ :.;: A7rC;as and sal% w s t x - ,  
statec. t’iat, the ea3-t water c3ncel ned organic  mal-:.er similar t o  
tha t?  nor~n:ii!.p f m n d  5.y. bo+,t,oas of snore aqua systems us ing  sa l t  
water  dispi>cerner.t 

It f u r t h e r  

A f l a a e .  cuS occurred ( t h e  first t h c t  VF-51 has  experienced)  
a t  twe??$F,?r tbmsand  fee t  du r ing  an a c c e l e r a t i o n  from 84% t o  979%. 
Appai*eett’,g. it was caused by t h e  s t i c k i n g  of t h e  barometric control .  
To eiirniLiate recur rence  a check of, t h e  barometric c o n t r o l  u n i t  
was placed on t h e  t h r r t y  hour check, list. 
failure was caused by t h e  poor l u b r i c a t i n g  q u a l i t i e s  of 115/145 
octane gasol ine  wi th  3% lube o i l  and by t h e  inf requent  U s e  of the 
barometric u n i t  s i n c e  t h e  major i ty  of f l i g h t s  are conducted at 
a l t i t u d e s  less t han  10,000 f e e t ,  

It is  believed t h a t  t h e  
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PART VII : MAINTENANCE 

, 

b 4 CONVENTIONAL MAINTENANCE 
A reat  deal of maintenance on propel le r  driven aircraft 

was accomp f ished on the  f l i g h t  deck, 
r e p a i r  making it possible  t o  f l y  t h e  repaired a i r c r a f t  on 
subsequent launches the  same day. 

VS-13361) f o r  t h e  FkU-fjNL devela ed ea r ly  i n  t h e  period and two 
aircraf t ;  were AOG for seventeen Says until replacement parts 
arrived. 
as night hecklers ,  but is not recommended a s  a general practice. 

This increased t h e  speed of 

A c r i t i c a l  shortage of vacuum r e l i e f  valves { P/N R 4 2 - C V -  

T h i s  AOG s i t u a t i o n  was al leviated by t h e  use of F ~ U - ~ B S  

C. GENERAL 

The handling of current  f l e e t  a i r c r a f t  on board C'b 27A 
conversions i s  constant ly  t h r e a t e w d  by extremely gmall clearances 
both with t h e  overhead on t h e  hangar deck and with other  a i r c r a f t  
s ince  parking i n  .minimm sl;ace is an absolute  necessi ty ,  
deck and f l i g h t  deck ci-5sfids mulct be minimuzed by cbnstant t r a i n i n g  
of t h e  men involved i r i  halidling a i r c r a f t ,  

Hangar 

Flak and ground f W e  damage accounted f o r  approximately 
f o r t y  per-cent of t h e  rairiSenance work done duping t h e  operating 
period, 

Except f a r  the above mentioned p a r t s  t he re  were no 
c r i t i c a l  shor tages ,  
of t he  Aviation  sup^:-:^ 2f:,-,(;~3 on board, 
fu tu re  shortage is  indjc%i;!d by past usage da ta  have been ordered. 

This t m s  due t o  t h e  cooperation and ef f ic iency  
Those p a r t s  of which 
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31 October 1951 

PART VIf: MAINTENANCE 

d, SPECIAL STARTXNG PROCEDURE FOR JET AIRCRhFT 

On 5 October 1951, 2 F2H12 a i m r a f t  were forced t o  land 
a t  K-18 f o r  t a i l  hook repairs .  
s t a r t i ng  the  a i r c r a f t ,  a f to r '  completion of repa i rs  were available 
at K48. 
as  described -below, was dispgtchod t o  K-18 from the ship on the  
morning of 6 October 1951, $0 s t a r t  the F2H12s,. The p i l o t  and 
crewman of the k D 4 Q  were bfiefed wi th  a l l  per t inent  i n s t ruc t ionsas  
below. A normal s t a r t  of both F2Ii-2~ was made.. The p i l o t  of 
t h e  kD-4Q s ta ted  t h a t  no apparent overload was placed upon his 
e l e c t r i c a l  system. P i l o t s  of t h e  F2H-2s stated t h a t  t h e  power 
gource was adequzte f o r  a good j e t  start. 
portions of t h e  adapter asserqbly showed no indication of over- 
heating, 

No f a c i l i t i e s  were available for 

An AD-4.Q t h a t  had been adapted f o r  j u s t  t h i s  occasion, 

Investigation of a l l  

The procedure and material required a re  as  follows: 

(If INSTALLATION PROCEDURE 

a. 
b* 

C. 

d ,  

e+ 

f ,  
& *  

h. 

i. 

3, 

Remove main DC Busa; 
Construct, from l/Sw copper p la te ,  a new mgin 
DC buss longer than the or ig ina l ,  Drill 
one &*' hole i n  extended portion of buss. 
From 3'  of AWG 2/0 cotton covered rubber 
insulated cable manufacture 2 cables, with 
terminal lugs,  14" long, 
cables, w i t h  terminal lugs, hn long, 
Mmufacture a standoff bracke ti providing 1" 
clesrrulco t o  hold AN-2552-3A receptacle, t o  
be mounted on starbaord s ide  of 4/C just a f t  
of s ta t ion  96,000 snd moun ing she l f ,  u t i l i z i n g  
$&tall insulating material  under desired 
mounting of brackets manufactured i n  s tep 8 .  
n s t a l l  A N 4  52- A rece t a  l e  on bracket, 

material, 
I n s t a l l  t w o  
betwaen end of main DC busq, manufactured i n  
step br and center pin  of AN-2552-3k receptacle, 
In s t a l l  DC buss ( s t eps  b & h )  i n  place of DC 
buss removed i n  s tep a, 
I n s t a l l  two 4" oables, manufactured i n  step 

Manufacture 2 

=sent access p la te  mount E ng bolts ,  

fiount bracke z a  an recepeclcfo on insulating 

cables, manufacture i n  s tep c ,  

C ,  between large and p in  of receptacle and 
frame of a f r c ra f t , ,  . 
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31 October 1951 r V l 4  I L U  

PhRT VII: lvWINTEN,P,NCE 

do SPECIILL STiRTING PROCEDURE FOR JET AIRCR;iFT 

( 2 ) MliTER1;IL R E Q U I R E D  

One AN-2552-311 receptac le .  
Copper p l a t e  1" x 6tf x 1/8T?. 
Sheet aluminum 23" x 12" x 1/16?', 
36ff AWG # 2/0 DCC rubber  i n s u l a t e d  wire ,  
8 so lde r  t e rmina l  l u g s  t o  f i t  AWG # 2/0 wire. 
4 8/32 7/16" b o l t s  and n u t s ,  
1 i /24  gn b o l t  and nut. 
1 s h e e t  1/16" i n s u l a t i n g  m a t e r i a l  4." x 6". 

{ 3 ) USAGE PROCEDURE 

a, 
b o  
C. 

d. 

e ,  

f, 

AD-& engine id l ing .  
A11 switches i n  Jet  T?OFF1l. 
I n s t a l l  jumper cable between r e c e p t a c l e  i n  
AD-4Q r i g h t  "Hell hole" and je t  s t a r t i n g  
r e c e p t a c l e  i n  j e t  a i r c r a f t  , 
J e t  p i l o t  t u r n s  b a t t e r y  switch ON and g ives  

"4QTT p i l o t  t u r n s  "OFFTT b a t t e r y  switch and 
Tvrevvs-u 7' engine t o  2000RPM - g i v e s  jet 
p i l o t  ?lTgurnbs-Up7?. 
J e t  p i l o t  t u r n s  vtONv? s ta r t  switch and u t i l i z e s  
normal s t a r t i n g  procedures - qives  "4&?* p i l o t  
Vu t l f  after start is  made. 

"4.Q" p i l o t  "Thumbs-Up" 6 
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SQUAD- TOTAL COMBAT AVER, COMBAT SORTIES AVER. COMBAT HR.3.) 
RON : HR$, THIS PEIZIOg ; P/PILOT THIS PERIOD :"P/PILOT THIS PERT($ 

VF-51 t 
VF-172 : 

VF-53 : 
VF-54 ; 
vc-3 : 
vc-11 : 
vc-35 : 
VCy61 : 

I. u.3 
12.5 

11.0 . .lo. 0 
0 - 13.6 
0 Ah.2 0 

42.1 
30,2 

13.1 32.5 TOTALS : 

NCF : 62 : . : '6 : : 68 : 

0 STRIKE : . : 240 : 13 :312 : : 7 :. 572 : 

CAP : 97 : : 6 6 :  8 t 0 : : 171 : 

RECCO : 103 : : 164 : . .: 267 : 

0 

b * 
0 

0 

FIGHTER: 
SWEXPS : 20:: : 12 : 

PHOTO. : : 74 :. 

PHOTO : 
ESCORT : 47 : : 29 : 

A SP . 
k Sf 
ESCORT : . . . . * . 

0 0 

* 

: 32 :: 

. :* 7k :* 

.' 
. 8 .  . * ,  : 76 : 

: 48 : : 48 t 

RECCO : '. :: 2 :  2 :  * : 2 :  6 :  
WEATHER: 
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14. December 1951 

From: Commander Car r i e r  A i r  Group FIVE 
To: Csmmanding Of f i ce r ,  U.S.S. ESSEX ( C V - 9 )  

Subj: 

Ref: ( a )  QpNav I n s t r u c t i o n  3480.1 

Action ReBort of C a r r i e r  A i r  Group FIVE (12  November 1951- 
14 Pecember 1951) 

( b )  CinCPacFlt I n s t r u c t i o n  3480.1 

1, T h i s  r e p o r t  i s  submitted i n  compliance w i t h  r e fe rence  ( a )  
f o r  i nc lus ion  i n  t h e  Action Repcart of U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9) and 
t h e  d i v i s i a n  o f  d a t a  between calendar  months i s  shown 
compliance w i t h  r e fe rence  ( b ) .  

PART I: COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MISSION 

a ,  The composition of t h e  group follows: 

U N I T  - 
CVG-5 

VF-51 
CDR M. U, BEEBE 

LCDR E. M,  BEAUCHAN? 

CTR M. E.  BARIJETT 
VF-5 3 
CCR H o  J o  TRUM, 111 
VF-54 
CDR F. N. GRAY 

VF-172 

VC-3 (Det,  T r B s r )  
IJT J ,  S .  LAKE::::::::: 
IXDR J, F,  DOHERTY 
V C - 1 1  (Det, v13f1) 
LT PI. R. MILLER 
VC-35 (Eet .  "B") 
IICnEl F. F. BXRTAGNA 
VC-61 (Det . ) 
LT S. L o  JAYNES 

F ~ F - Z  

F2H-2 

F4U-4B 

AD-2 
AD-4 
AD-4L 
AD-Q 

F4U-5NL 

F9F-2P 
TOTAL 

OPER?TIONAL A/C 
11/12 12/14 
None None 

16 17 

13 1 5  

17 16 

5 ' 3  
7 7 

3 
2 

5 - 
3 2 

2 2 

3 3 

I) 2 2 
73# 73 

in 

PILOTS 

2 1  2 1  

22 22 

2 1  2 1  

27;kg; 25 

5 5 

5 5 

5 5 

* 
** Inc ludes  t h e  A i r  Group Cpertitions Q f f i c e r .  **+ LCDK J.F. DOHERTY r e l i e v e d  LT J.S, LAKE as  GinC of t h e  VC-3 

# CVG-5 entered t h e  combat area w i t h  73 a i r c r a f t .  2 F2H-2s were 

The A i r  Group Cmriander f l i e s  r e g u l a r l y  w i t h  VF-51 and VF-54. 

Detachment on 1 December 1 9 f l .  

l e f t  ashore undergoing rnain-tenance , 



b. KISSION 

14 Cecernber 1951 

The mission of  n i r  Group FIVE dur ing  t h e  r e n o r t i n g  Deriod 
remainEd t h e  suDport of f in i tad  Nqtions ground f o r c e s  i n  Korea+ 
This  su3,port was conduc+,ed by a n  i n t e r d i c t i o n  nrogram c o n s i s t i n g  
of s t r i k e s  and h w 3 s s i n g  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  t h ?  andmy l i n c s  o f  
comrnunic2tion. +rbout mid-wxy fuhrouch t h e  OD : r a t i n g  w r i o d  Close 
Air S u m o r t  miss ions  w c r e  o rdered  t o  ms in ta in  D i l o t  m-oficiency,  
bu t  t h e y  d i d  not comprise a major ptlrf;ion of t h e  support  o f f e r e d .  
The cont inued r a i l - c u t t i n g  ooer; t ions moved  h igh ly  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  
temDorari ly  c l o s i n g  t r a n m o r t 3 t i o n  l i n c s .  
Gunfire  S m t t e r s  were c a l l e d  f o r  more f r e q u e n t l y  as t h e  o p e m t i o n  
progressed, 
of  t r z n s p o r t ,  
mwked an i n c r e a s e  of t r a f f i c  a long  t h e  roads  du r ing  t h e  d s y l i q h t  
hours. Photographic  f l i g h t s  Droved va luab le  i n  thG assessment  o f  
dsrnage snd t h e  s p o t t i n g  of p rospec t ive  targets .  
use t h e y  irtcress;.d i n  va luz  3s camouflage w a s  less a f f e c t i v e  due 
t o  t r e e s  bared and snows coversd t h e  enzmy-held lznd .  
."iSP f l i g h t s  provided cons t an t  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of  enemy a i r  o r  submsrine a t t a c k ,  a l though no c o n t a c t s  were made. 

F l i g h t s  of  N?val 

Night Heckl .sr  f l i zks  again found t h e  o rwonderance  
Cease F i r e  T a l k s  towards the end of  t h e  month 

I n  t h e  ls i t ter  

AETQ and 

The combat e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  F2H-2 a i r c r z f t  cont inued.  
However, no a i r  t o  air e v a l u a t i o n  has  y e t  basn o o s s i b l e ,  

PART 11: CHRONOLOGY 

While i n  D o r t  Darsonnel w e r e  encouraged t o  u t i l i z e  t h 2  f s c i l i t i e s  
a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  rest-camps, and f i f t y  u e r - c a t  of  t h o  e n l i s t e d  men 
and t h e  o f f i c e r s  wcre ab le  t o  t a k e  advantage af t h e s e  camDs, 
Conferences were he ld  w i t h  NavFE, FELF z!nd h m y  GHC dur ing  which 
sugges t ions  wzr2 o f f e r e d  t o  a l t a r  t h e  VHF c h a n n e l i z a t i o n  i n  order  
t o  Drovi.de g r e a t e r  i n t e r - s e r v i c e  eommunicstion i n  t h e  oper?.t ing 
area. 
provide co ld  weather  equipment and up-to-the-minute educa t ion  of  
personnel .  
ope rq t ing  area. 

P r i o r  t o  l e a v i n g  Yokosuka Air G r o w  FIVE took  s t e D s  t o  

On 12 November ZSSEX departed Yokosuka f o r  t h e  

On 13 November, Air Group FIVE coriductzd r e f r e s h e r  axcrcises 
Sixty (60)  s o r t i e s  as  USS SSSEX staamdd i n t o  t h e  Sea of  Jaoan. 

were flown, 

On 14 I'ovenber, bad wzath2r Drecluded f u r t h - ? r  t r a i n i n g  
ope rz t ions .  

On 1 5  November, six ( 6 )  Dre-dawn s o r t i e s  wcre flown by t h e  
Orscratiofis f o r  t h a  r a s t  of t h e  day were VC Detachment p i l o t s ,  

cance l l ed  because of weath,--r. 
weather t h e  Force r e t i r a d  t o  m p l e n i s h , .  

To make u s e  o f  t h e  non f l y a b l e  

- 2 -  



On 16 November, t h e  bad weather  improved during- t h e  a f t e r n o o n  
Dermi t t ing  t h e  A i r  Groun t o  f l y  t h i r t y - f o u r  ( 3 4 )  of t h e  scheduled 
eighty-two ( 82 1 s o r t i e s .  

On 17 November, t h e  weather c l e a r e d  and eighty-two ( $ 2 )  
s o r t i e s  were flown of which t h e  greater Dortior,  were br idge  
s t r i k e s ,  Eleven (11) b r i d g e s  were at tacked.  and e i g h t  ( 8 )  o f  them 
were l e f t  w i t h  a t  l eas t  one (1) m a n  dromed.  
o f  VF-54 i n  a n  4D-4 crashed  inmed ia t e ly  a f t e r  take-of f .  The 
a i r c r a f t  f e l l  off t o  t h e  r i g h t  and c ra shed  i n t o  t h e  water,  c a r t -  
wheel ing and breaking  UD on impact. 
ove r  p l ane  seconds l a t e r .  BRYANT, a p n a r e n t l y  on ly  semi-conscious, 
d i d  not e n t e r  t h e  r e s c u e  s l i n g  Droaerly,  A s  he w a s  h o i s t e d  t o  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  he s l i o p e d  from t h e  sling and dropped about forty (40 )  
f e e t  i n t o  t h e  wa+,er, He f l o a t e d  f a c e  down f o r  a f e w  seconds and 
t h e n  sank benea th  t h e  waves, Though every  e f f o r t  was made by a 
motor whale boa t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  and t h e  h e l i c o p t e r ,  h i s  r e s c u e  
w a s  no t  e f f e c t e d .  

LT T87. A .  F9YZNT, Jr,, 

USS ESSEXrs h e l i c o p t e r  a r r i v e d  

On 18 November, seventy-seven (77) s o r t i e s  were flown w i t h  
b r i d g e s  a s  t h e  pr imary ta rge t  a l e n g  t h e  Communist r a i l  and t r u c k  
l i n e s .  Bad weather  over  t h e  t a r g e t  fo rced  rnariy of  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t o  
weather  a l t e r n a t e s  t o  conduct r a i l - c u t t i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  i n s t e a d .  A 
t o t a l  of  f i f t y - s i x  (56)  c Q t s  were made t h a t  day. 

t a r g e t s  as on-the 13th were schedule and a l l  D r i m a r x  b r i d g e  t a r g e t s  
were des t royed ,  

On 19 November, e ighty- four  ($4) s o r t i e s  were f lown.  The same 

On 20 November, t h e  Force r e t i r e d  t o  reoler i ish.  

On 2 1  November, e i g h t - s i x  ( 8 6 )  s o r t i e s  were flown. Th i s  was 
the first day i n  over  two months t h a t  A i r  Grouo FIVE had flown 
missioris of Close A i r  Suopart ,  Good r e s u l t s  were reDor ted  by t h e  
grourid f o r c e s  supoor ted ,  and p i l o t s  looked forward t o  more o f  t h i s  
h t e r e s t i n g  work, During t h e  a f t e r n o o n  LT F. C.’PRUITT, o f  VF-53 
w a s  a t t a c k i n g  a pair o f  t r u c k s  on t h e  road sou theas t  of  WRS.UT when 
h i s  p lane  was h i t  by small arms f i r e .  The a i r c r a f t  began t o  smoke 
and l o s e  power. LT PRUITT was a b l e  t o  f l y  t o  T*’ONSA€: ha rbor  where 
he b a i l e d  ou t  about a h a l f  mile  o f f  YODO I s l and ,  He was Dicked 
UD unhurt  by LSlvIR &Oi+ and r e t u r n e d  t o  USS ESSEX t h e  day fo l lowing .  

On 22 November, w i t h  .marginal weather  throLz hout t h e  day,  
t n i r t y  (30 )  s o r t i e s  were flown, O f  e igh teen  (1 5 f s o r t i e s  flown 
against, b r idge  t a r g e t , s  over h a l f  d i v e r t e d  t o  weather  a l t e r n a t e s  
bu t  t h e  r e s u l t s  still amounted t o  t h e e  ( 3 )  b r i d g e s  knocked out and 
f o u r  (4) others s e v e r e l y  c!saaged. This being  Thanksgiving Day, t h e  
r e m i t e  o f f e r e d  by t t e  wea%her was a w r e c i a t s d  by p i l o t s  and crewmen 
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a l i k e .  
( 7 )  f r o n t  l i n e  t r o o p s  who were i n v i t e ?  on board f o r  t h e  h o l i d a y *  

On 23 November, bad weather  set  i n  i n  e a r c e s t ,  The f i r s t  
snows o f  w i n t e r  f l e c k e d  t h e  f l i g h t  deck, and t h e  thernometer  
plunged t o  below-freezing t o  s t a y  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  next  f o u r  ( 4 )  
days.  On 24 ,  25 ,  26 November no s o r t i e s  were flown a s  EZSTX 
plowed through con t inu ing  high seas and c o n t r a r y  winds. 
Replenish ing  w z s  completed i n  s p i t s  o f  t h e  weather.  

(64 )  s o r % i e s  were flown. Close Air Sunport  f l i r r h t s  r e c e i v e d  a 
rtYell Donef7 from t h e  t r o o p s  a t  t h e  f r o n t .  E r idee  s t r i k e s  d i v e r t e d  
due t o  weather  and s t r i k e s  were made a g a i n s t  r a i l  l i n e s  and 
t r a n s o o r t a t i o n ,  Just b e f o r e  noon LTJG E.  E, M L 2  o f  VF-54 
exper ienced  a f a i l u r e  of a NK55 bonb r e l e a s e  rcechanism. The bomb- 
f i n  c a r r i e d  away i n  t h e  s l i p - s t r eam a l lowing  t h e  t a i l  f u z e  t o  arm. 
I n  f e a r  o f  an explos ion  caused by extremely t u r b u l e n t  a i r ,  LTJG 
HALE e l e c t e d  t o  b a i l  ou t  n e a r  a d e s t r o y e r  o f f  'WJSAN Harbor r a t h e r  
t h a n  attemrst t o  f l y  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t o  f r i e r , d l y  t e r r i t o r y ,  
p a r t i a l l y  i n f l a t e d  l i f e - r a f t  w a s  observed from t h e  a i r ,  but  HALE 
disappeared  soon a f te r  e n t e r i n g  t h e  wa te r ,  B thorough sea rch  by 
a d e s t r o y e r  u s ing  a whaleboat was 'nega t ive .  The c c n d i t i o n  of t h e  
s e a  and t h e  f r e e z i n g  t empera tu re  made it a c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  he d i d  
no t  surv ive .  He i s  l i s t e d  a s  dead, 

A i r  Group FIVE shared t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  p l ay ing  hos t  t o  seven 

On 27 November, t h e  waather  c l e a r e d  a f t e r  dawn and s ix ty - fou r  

His 

On 28 November, eighty-one (81) s o r t i e s  were flown. Most o f  
t h e s e  were a g a i n s t  b r idges ,  
t h a t  f o o t  t r a f f i c  arid c a r t  t r a f f i c  had i n c r e a s e d  a hundred f o l d  
over  preceding  days,  Most a f  t h i s  t ra f f i i :  was headed w e s t  and 
s o u t h  from W f i S A N ,  and was b e l i e v e d  a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  Peace 
Talk news i s s u e d  from PANIWNJGK. 

The p i l o t s  r e p o r t e d  wi thout  excelstion 

On 29 November, eiyhty-two (82) s o r t i e s  were flown. Recon- 
Raissance  f l i g h t s  a g a i n  r e p o r t e d  oeople  noving by t h e  hundreds 
towards  t h e  south  and w e s t ,  most ly  on f o o t ,  
y i e l d e d  f o u r  (4) b r i d g e s  and f o r t y  (40)  odd r a i l  c u t s .  

The days o p e r a t i o n s  

On 30 Noveaber, t h e  Force r e t i r e d  t o  r e p l e n i s h ,  

The 'opera t ing  p2 r iod  extended beyond t h e  end of t h e  ca l enda r  

On 1 Secember, e igh fy - f ive  ( e 5 )  miss ions  wme flown, 

month,  so  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  cont inues .  

t h r e e  ( 3 3 )  r a i l  c u t s  w z r e  made ,by t h e  morning f l i g h t s  and twenty 
six' ( 2 4 )  more were,made by others i n  t h e  a f t e rnoon .  
of VF-53 w a s  a t t ,ackin% t a r g e f , s  i n  t h e  T N S A N  a r e a  when his F4U w a s  
h i t  by ground f i r e .  

Th i r ty -  

LT N. '3. CU?RY 
He Gas f0rce.l tc d i t c h  and w a s  s a f e l y  

- 4 -  
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recovered  by F l e e t  Tug A B Y i l f ~ 1 ,  On t h e  same f l i g h t  EFSIGN E ,  C .  
GARRETT, a l s o  of VF-53, r ece ived  damage from g r m n d  f i r e  and 
d i t c h e d  h i s  p l ane  i n  W0NS-A Harbor. He w a s  recovered s a f e l y  by 
US3 PlcGINTY (CE365). 

On 2 December, e ighty-n ine  (89)  s g r t i e s  were flown, 4 a i l  
c u t t i n g  was a g a i n  t h e  primary miss ion  o f  ths: days  m e r a t i o n s .  The 
bad weathcr  t h a t  had he ld  up o p e r a t i o n s  h r i n p ;  t h e  l a t % e r  h a l f  of 
November had now c l e a r e d  and o p e r a t i o n s  wer? conducted on schedule  
f o r  t%e remainder of  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  w r i o d .  About l$$$, LTJG R e  S. 
DONOVAN of VC-3 , Detachment Baker,  e m e r i e n c e d  Dower f a i l u r e  
immediately a f t e r  - take-off  and w a s  f o r c e d  t o  d i t c h  h i s  F4U-5KL. 
He j e t t i s o n a d  h i s  b e l l y  t ank  and one 500$ bomb, but  was unable  
t o  drop  h i s  wing ordnance, 
h e l i g o p t e r  and r z t u r n e d  u n i n j u r s d  t o  t h e  shi.; i n  a few minutes.  

On 3 December, s i g h t y - e i g h t  ( 8 e )  s o r t i e s  wers flown, t h e  
m a j o r i t y  of which w m e  s e n t  t o  c u t  r a i l s .  For ty- f ive  ( 4 5 )  c u t s  
were made, Ir, a d d i t i o n  good t a r g e t s  wer3 found a l o n g  t h e  highways 
between W N S A N  and YANGDOK. T h i r t e e n  (13 } $rucks w s r e  des t royad  
and a l i k e  number damaged, 

He w a s  riicked un by US3 ESSEX 

On 4 December, the Force r e t i r e d  t o  r e d e n i s h .  

On 5 December, seventy- f ive  ( 7 5 )  s o r t i e s  were flown, P i l o t s  
from A i r  Task  Group QNZ r e p o r t e d  on board f o r  2onferences and 
f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  f l i g h t s  w i t h  A i r  Group FIVE. Late i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  
having b2en fo rced  t o  f l y  h i s  AD-4L t o  K-19 a f t e r  it w a s  h i t  w i t h  
f l a k ,  LTJG L, A .  AHRZNDTS o f  VF-54 found t h a t  he could not  ma in ta in  
a i l e r o n  c o n t r o l  a t  specds under 130 kno t s ,  A s  he l a n d e d , h i s  a i r -  
craft got  ou t  o f  c o n t r o l ,  r a n  o f f  t h z  runway arid c rashed  i n t o  f o u r  
( 4 )  parked a i r c r a f t ,  An exp los ion  and f i r e  ensued from which 
AHRENETS r e c e i v e d  minor f a c e  burns.  

On 6 December, seventy-s ight  (78)  sorties were flown. F i f t y -  
s ix  ( 5 6 )  c u t s  wzre nade and f o u r t e e n  (14) b u i l d i n g s  damaged. 
I n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  were r ece ived  s t a t i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  
t h e  r a i l - c u t t i n g  m-ograrn* 

On 7 Gecember, e i g h t y  (80) s o r t i e s  were? flown, Yillots of Air 
Task Group G N E  were inclmied i n  %he scheduled oFer3 t ions .  
were a s s igned  a v a r i e t y  of m i s s i o n s  i n  t h e  next  f e w  days i n  o r d e r  
t o  f a m i l i a r i z e  them w i t h  t n e  c p e r a t i n g  Droceciures and a m a s  of 
r e s n o n s i b i l i t y  o f  Task Force SEVEKTP SEVEF. 

They 

On t3 December, t h s  Force r e t i r e d  to r e p l e n i s h ,  

- 5 -  
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dit ,ch t h e i r  X-2s  i n  VC'h'S4N Harbor. . LT P ,  J ,  0'T"SLLEY w a s  h i t  by 
AA f i r e  which i g n i t e d  h i s  2014P'I amflunition whi le  asking: r a i l  c u t t i n g  
r u n s  n a a r  HUNGNAX. The damaged a r e a  of thi? wing was o f  such D r o -  
p o r t i o n s  t h a t  a ba i l -out  was i n d i c a t e d  u n t i l  t h ?  f i r e  went out 
and hs d i t c h e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  Hi? was rscovered  by UISS El~AKSVJIILS 
(PF-70).  In t h e  same area CD3 $ 7 .  U, EEZBE s u s t a i n e d  damage from 
ground f i r e  a g a i n  i n  t h e  2014!1 amnunition cans ,  A firs ensued but  
d i e d  out  and he Droceeded w i t h  h i s  wingman, LT F, J .  PRZFDEXXST, 
t o  !?ION3AN, While a w a i t i n g ' t h e  ramaindcr of t h e  flight LIT 
PRENDERGAST exnzrienced a-igine failure from l o s s  o f  o i l .  He 
d i t c h e d  successfully and was recovered un in ju rzd  by USS McGTI\'TY 
(DE-365)  

On 10 December, nj-nety ( 9 0 )  s o r t i e s  were flown, T h i s  was t h e  

U X  V.4LLEY FORGE had jo ined  t h e  t a s k  
l a s t  day t h a t  t h e  p i l o t s  from A i r  Task G r m p  C?J% flew as  p a r t  o f  
A i r  Group FIVE f l i g h t s .  
f o r c e .  Sixty-nine ( 6 9 )  r a i l  c u t s  wer? made i n  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ,  
T h i s  5ras t h e  b+s t  day t o  date. I n  t h e  past s i x  (6) o p e r a t i n g  days 
a total of t h r e e  hundred and seven (307 )  c u t s  b a d  been made by 
p i l o t s  of Air Group FIVE. IVhen added t o  t h e  by-nasses and b r i d g e s  
knocked o u t  and apDroach2s damaged, t h e  t o t a l  rose  t o  over t h r e e  
hundred and twenty ( 3 2 0 )  p l a c e s  $ha t  had t o  bz reDai red  by t h e  
enemy be fo re  t h e y  could movr? t h e i r  + , ranspor t .  

( 6 9 )  c u t s  w s r e  made agair,. 
r e p o r t i n g  p r i o 3 ,  

On 11 Recamber, e i g h t y  ( $ 0 )  s o r t i e s  wsrs flown. Sixty-nine 
T h i s  was t h e  l a s t  ope ra t ing  day o f  t h e  

Or: 12 December, t h e  Force retired t o  r ep len i sh ,  Fol lowing  
r e p l e n i s h a n t ,  U3S ESSEX was r e l i c v e d  o f  h z r  d u t i e s  and i n  comr3any 
w i t h  an e s c o r t i n g  fo rce  depar ted  Task Force SEVENTY SEVW f o r  t h e  
p o r t  o f  Yokcsuka, ;amme 

On 13 Deczmber, enroute t o  YckosQka, 
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bring t h i s  o p e r a t i n g  p e r i o d ,  crushed or f r a y e d  e l e c t r i c a l  
l eads  f o r  t he  gun h e a t a r  t he rmos ta t  c o n t r o l  have bs sn  found i n  
s eva ra l  F9F-2 a i r c r a f t .  
removal o r  replscemant  o f  t h a  guns  and could be prevented  by 
s h o r t e n i n g  t h e  l e a d s ,  t h a r e b y  e l i r n i c a t i n g  s l a c k  wire, Since  
t h e  Droper  f u n c t i o n i n g  of  gun h e a t e r s  i s  a b s e l u t e l y  e s s e n t i a l  
d u r i n g  c o l d  w e a t h z r  o w r a t i o n s ,  and because o f  such .d i screDancies  
i n  t h e  gun h s a t e r  c i r c u i t ,  VF-51 has  inc luded  a t e s t  o f  t h i s  c i r c u i t  
du r ing  every  30 hour ch3ck. 
b a t t e r y  swi t ch  and t h e n  a c t u  t i n g  t h e  termosta'; c o n t r o l  by Dlacj-ng 

t h Q  thz rmos ta t  diaphragm, 
a l l  f o u r  k e a t e r s  s h o u l d  be hot  w i t h i n  30 seconds,  

T h i s  damage orobably Occurs dur ing  t h e  

T h i s  t e s t  i s  made by turnine; on t h e  

If t h e  system i s  f u n c t i o n i n g  woD13r ly ,  
a damD comoress coolad by CO 9 o r  any o t h e r  t x a c t i c a l  m$2ans, on 

VF-172 h a s  a x w r i e n c z d  a few gun s toppages  because of broken 
l i n k s  i n  t h e  amlo f e e d  belt, 
deep, which throws a. heavy s t r a i n  on t h e  f e e d e r  mechanism and 
l i n k s  a s  w e l l .  
t h e  ammunition i n  tins can and caused breakage o f  t h e  l i n k s ,  

Th2 ammunition cans  on t h e  F2H-2 a r e  

It i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  f i r i n g  i n  rough a i r  tumbles  

The A i r  Group has  exper ienced  s e v e r a l  c a m s  o f  muzzle exDlos5ons 
i n  t h e  b a r r e l  of  t h e  20bDI guns, 
cn t h e  same day, 
f a u l t y  HE1 am-unition. 

Four of these e m l o s i o n s  occurred  -Y 

The e x p l o s i o n s  are  b e l i z v e d  +,o be a r e s u l t  o f  
Rmmrts have been submi t ted ,  

A l i m i t e d  amount, o f  co ld  weather  lub r i can t , s  p r e s c r i b e d  i n  
CP l 9 l O  were ob ta i ced  from a RuOrd r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  who v i s i t e d  t h e  
s h i p ,  All procedures  o u t l i n e d  i n  X' 1910 wcrz carried out  on t h e  
guns ir, two ( 2 )  AD a i r c r a f t  and t h e i r  n e r f o r m n c e  was e x c e l l e n t ,  
The co ld  weather. performance of guns not, completely wir i te r ized  has  
been poor ,  The fo l lowing  m a t e r i a l s  have besn ordered  but  have n o t  
been d e l i v e r e d  and it i s  f e l t  t h a t  a c c e n t a b l e  20FIM performance i s  
imposs ib le  wi thout  them, 

1. 
2, 
3 .  
4, 

Lubr i ca t ing  Oil SPEC NRL U5l 
L u b r i c a t i n g  Oil P r e s e r v a t i v e  SPF:? B 5 l  
Solenoid L u b r i c a t i n g  O i l  SPEC S75 
Re lubr i ca f ion  K i t ,  Feed Ivleckiariisrr. AN-M2 

20MM r e a r  s o c k e t  assemblfes  now ~ s e d  G ~ I  t h e  FkU-4B were d e c l a r e d  
obsole+,e by AMO-OAK disrcat2:h 293.5592 o f  O c t o b e ~  1951, Although 
ot;solet,e, no f i - ava i l ab i l i t y  of r e p l a c e n e n t s  make it necessa ry  t e  

t o  cont inue  use o f  fvhese a s sembl i e s  on t h e  20MM. 

- 7 -  23- 



AMO-OAK h a s  been r eques t ed  t o  r e t a i n  t h i s  t y p e  assembly i n  s tock  
and t h a t  it be made a v a i l a b l e  f a r  i s s u e  u n t i l  such t i n e  as  
rep lacements  are  a v a i l a b l e  .’ 

b ,  BOMBS 

The j e ?  squadrons a d m t e d  the  w a c t i c e  of  arming bombs 
immediately a f t e r  pas s ing  t h e  fo rce  s c r e e n  w i t h  airspeed h e l d  below 
200 knots .  
f rom p u l l i n g  t h e  arming w i r e s  o u t  o f  t h e  armir;g so l eno id  and h a s  
been s u c c e s s f u l ,  

T h i s  h a s  been done i n  o r d e r  t o  ke2p t h e  a i r  stream 

F a i l u r e  of  t h e  MK 55  r a c k s  t o  re lease a t  t h e  n rope r  t ime  when 
250 pound GeKeral PurDose Bombs a re  used h a s  occurred w i t h  a 
frequency t h a t  has  been unaccentable .  Some bombs have r e l e a s e d  
a f t e r  pull out; wh i l e  others have t o  be thrown o f f  by v i o l e n t  
maneuvoJrs o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t .  
bomb, o r  s a f e t y i n g  it once an  attemrjt t o  r e l ease  it had been made, 
was found. 
dur ing  t h e  l and ing  alsproach, and. on l and ing  even though a l l  switches 
had been p laced  i n  t h e  safe p e s i t i o n s .  It i s  believed. t h a t  a 
mod i f i ca t ion  o f  the sway b r a c e s  as  suggested by t h e  BIJOXG repre-  
s e n t a t i v e  might s o l v e  t h i s  problem. M r i n e  sqaadrons o p e r a t i n g  
a shore  i n  Korza have t r i e d  t h i s  m o d i f i c a t i o n  with a r e s u l t a n t  r i 90% r e d u c t i o n  i n  hung bombs, FtlrP;her in fo rma t ion  on this modi- r f i c a t i o n  w i l l  be submit ted when a v a i l a b l e .  

During t h i s  same pe r iQd  of  o p e r a t i o n s ,  oric bomb w a s  drooped 
from each of two d i f f e r e n t  a i r c r a f t  be ing  cat,apul+,cd. Although 
a n  improved sway b race  might rorevent, t h i s ,  a p o s i t i v o  safe+,y 
would be a much more c e r t a i n  means of pre-\re: t i rAg Drenature  d rops ,  
Tk:e rack  dozs  n o t  have any such s a f e t y  dev ice  a t  p r e s e n t ,  

QrLe (1) bomb vace cn  a 2’jC# GP bomb came l o o s e  and t h e  r o t a t i o n  
armed t h e  t a i l  fuz3. 
wing bomb arid due t o  e x i s t i n g  o r d e r s  t h a t  hur-g armed bombs Tannot, 
be landed aboard o r  a t  a i r f i e l d s  t h a  a i r c r a f t  was abandoned, 

No sure  method of  f r e e i n g  t h e  hung 

Hung bombs were dropoed dtlrine; t h e  ret ,urn t o  t h e  f o r c e ,  

/ 

The piloi ;  o f  t h e  AD was unablt’  t c  d r o p  t h e  

c. ROCKETS 

Few r o c k e t s  wc1-2 used during this p e r i o d  resulting i n  no 
comment , 

- 8 -  2- 3 
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14 Dewmber 1951 
d ORDN.4NCE E X P E N D I T U R S 3  

F9F-2 .- F2H-2 F4U-kB SC F41J-5N 
MUNITIONS : N O W  : DEC+ : TOTAL_: NOIT ': DEC : TOTAL: NOV : GEC : TOTAL 

2000jf GP : 
lOOOy1 GP : 

- 

5007, GP : 16 : 16 : 158 : 150 : 308 
250# G P  : 124. : 340 : 484 : 185 : 327 : 512 : 342 : 568 : 910 : 
1006' G P  - :  lC4 : 84 : 18g : llg : 16 : 134 : 278 : 309 : 58'7 : 

260# FRAG : 16 : : 16 : 136 : 3e : 174 : 350# CR : 

3925 SH : 

FLA3ES MK6; 
20MM A1Q10 :12908 ~30173 :43C87 :36400:47247: 83647 :22225:29140: 51365 : 

5'O ATAR : : 16 : 16 : 
5?? HVAR : : 149 : : 149 : 

NAPALM 8 : 336#: : 336#: 

;4-4 8c AD;-$-PUTL TOTAI, s ' 
M U N I T I G N S  : NOV : DEC ': TOTAL: KCTr : EEC . TOTAI,::::;: 

3 :  4 7 :  44: 3 : 47 2000# GP : 44 : . * 
1000# GP : 310 : 353 : 663 : 310 : 353 : 663 . 

500$ GP : 29  : 9 : 3E! : 187 : 175 : 362 
: 904 : 1018 : 1722 : 1555 :2273 : 3828 

: 184 : 184 : 500 : 593 : 1093 
307 269# FRAG : 155 : 22 : 177 : 307 : 60 : . 

350# 3 B  : 8 : 8 :  16: 8 :  8 : 16 . 
5T' ATAR : : I4 : 16 . 

3 0 2 5  SH : 16 : 24 : 40 : 14 : 24 : 4 3 . . 
F L A R E S  MK6: I!+, : i t :  4 :  4 . 

: 149 : b 14 3 5'' HVAR : 

NAPALM :140l+# : 9l+O#: 2344#: 174C#: 94C# : 26CfM 

2CMb'I UQ:C :13550 :22751 :36301 : 850€!3 :129317 : 214400 
. . 

*: PZRICD FRON NOV 12 - NOV 30 
GEC I - ZEC 14 

81 T 3 T A L S  FROM NCV 12 - DES 14 fOFERi\.TINCr P'-XIOT)) 

- 9 -  



14 December 1951 
PART IV : DAMAGE::: 

c d1U GE B 
NOV DEC 

TANKS 1 
TRUCKS 1 5  
CARS - 
IIOC OMOT IVE S h 
CXCARTS 7 
HIGHYAY BXIDGES 2 
surpLy EUFPS 
Tf7AXlHGlJ SES 4 

BARRXCYS eC BUILDITU'GS 24 
GUN EPFL .iCE;bZYT S 2 
LUTE?%? PTLSS 10 
T*'A GON 3 8 
EUNK7-' S 1 

RA1LRC:iC TRACKS Cl'TS - 
Rk ILROXD S-iRS 57 
RA1TJ3O.'Gl B'LIDGZS 8 
TROC?S KILLZC ... 
R X I L H ~  2rI BY-PA SSES 2 
HIGIPJAY EP-PASSES - 
FTJEL DTJbPS 2 
CRANE 1 

NIGE?rJAY S CRIITX! LD 1 
OBSEXVXTION POSTS I 
FA C TCR IZ S 
BO 4T S - 

- 

2 
51 

3 
6 
12 
1 
1 
14 
80 
7 

- 
3.12 

26 

7 
2 

1 

- 

II 

6 
1 

17 
1 
1 
16 

3# 
20 
9 

39 
13 

19 3 
1 4  
1 

61 
2 
6 

57 

5 
2 

106 
16 
1 
1 

- 

54@ 
22  

16 

8 
- 
.... 
2 
11 

=: Thftse f i g u r e s  h c l u d e  only  targe+,s p o s i t i v e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  and 
t h e  actual  damage observed. 
t a r g e t s  are not  tabiilated. 

Unobserved damage o r  u n i d e n t i f i e d  

# Bridges with at l ea s t  onz c o m l e t e  break a r e  counted a s  destroyed, 

$ Damages where t r a c k s  are broken o r  c r a t e r e d  are c w n t e d  as r a i l  
c u t s  3 

NOTE: NO'JEI~'I3ER COLUIIN 2.2 NOTJ - ?C fLTOV 
EECEllBER COLVMK 1 rJXC - 14 ZlEC 
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DATE 

11-16-51 
11 -1 7- 5 1 

- 
11-21-51 

11-21-51 
11-22-51 
11-22-51 

11-17-51 
11-17-51 
11-17-51 
11-17-51 

11-19- 5 1 
11 -19- 51 
il-21-51 
ii-21-51 

li-21-51 
11-21-51 

1;-21- 5 1 
11-21-51 
11-27-51 

l l -28 - f j l  
11-28-51 

11-17-51 
11-27-51 

TYPE A/C 

F4U-4.B 
F4U-43 
F4U-4B 

RD-2 
AD-4L 
AD-4L 
la? -4 
AD-bL 
,in-4 
42-4 
.4rIv41, 
Ab4L 
AD-4 
hC-2 
sn-4L 
AD-4L 

rtc-4 
.4C-4L 

F2H-2 
F2H-2 

Frag Holes 
Frag Holes 
Engine caugh t  f i rs  due t o  
small arms fire, Plane 
abandoned over water. 
Bul l ac  Holes 
Frag Holas 
Frag Holes 

Frag Holes 
Frag Holes 
Bullet Holes 
P lane  d i t c h e d  in water 
after t ake-of f  
Frag Holes  
F rag  Holas  
Bullet I io l z s  
B u l l e t  Holes  
B u l l e t  Hcles 
R u l l d t  Holes 
Bullet Holes 
B u l l e t  Holes 

30 NOVElrBER 1951 

INFLICTED EY 

Unknown 
Unknown 
Smal l  arms fire 

50 cal .  
Unknown 
Unknown 

Unknown 
Unknown 
30 cal. 

Unknown 
Unknown 
2oNM A 
50 caf ,  A 
30 & 50 c a l ,  A 
30 cal .  A 
50 c a l ,  A 
53 c a l ,  A 

Fire broke o u t  i n  accesso ry  2Ol4N TXE 
s e c t i o n  which burned u n t i l  
p l a n e  c r a s h e d  
Bullet Holes 50 c a i .  11 
Bullet, Holas 5G cal ,  A 

VF-172 

Prag  Holes  
Bullet Holes 

8&DI EF 
30 cal’. EALL 

12-24. F9F-2 B l i l l z t  Ho les ,  Hydraul ic  l i n e  
C l l t  30 cal .  

12-2-51 FYF-2 B u l l c s  Hola s 50 c a l .  

- 11 
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I4 December 1951 

b. DXTLGED TO OWN B1RCR:tF'T FOR FLRIOC 1 - 14. PECET'iBER (Contfd) 

DATE - 
12-3-51 

12-5-51 
12-7-51 
12-7-51 
12-9-51 
12-9-51 
12-11- 51  

12-1-51 
12-1-51 

12-1-51 

12-2-51 
12-3-51 
12-3-51 
i2-3-51 
12-3-51 
1 2  -6 0- 5 1 
12-9-51 ' 

12-11-51 

12-1-51 
12-1-51 

12-1-51 
12-1-51 
12-2-51 
12+-51 
12-3-51 
12-3-51 
12-5-51 
12~5-51 
12-6-51 
12-4-51 

12-1-51 

TYPE A/C 

~ 9 ~ ~ 2  

F9F-2 
F9F-2 
~ 9 ~ ~ 2  
F 9 ~ - 2  
F9F-2B 
F9F-2 

F4U-4.B 
Fi+U-&B 

F4U-4R 

F 4 L t J W k R  ' 

F4U-4.B 
F4U-4B 
FL+.U-i+.B 
F4U-4B 
F4U-4B 
F4U-4.B 
F4U-4B 

;in -4 
AD-4L 
AL -4L 
AD-2 
?,C-4L 
xu-2 
AD-4L 
AD-2 
AE-2 
AD-4L 
-1L-4l.J 
AD-4L 
AE-i+L 

VF-51( Cont vd) 
- DAJ!?AGE INFLICTED BY 

B u l l e t  Holes and Rudder 1 2  4 pa?. 
Cable damagd 
B u l l e t  H o l t s  20m1 AP 
Bullet Hoks 12.?N 
Bullet .  Holes  12e7.rQf A 
F r a g  Holes Unknown 
Bulleic; Holes 30 cal .  9 
B u l l a t  Holes 50 $ a l e  T 

VF-53 

B u l l e t  Holes 
F i r e  i n  cockpit. Plane  
d i t c h e d  i n  ocean  
O i l  lzak in engine. Engine 
began to c u t  oi l t .  Flane 
dit,ched i n  ocean 
B u l l e t  Holes 
F r a g  Holes 
B u l l e t  Holes 
B u l l e t  Holes  
B u l l a t  Holes  
B u l l e t  Holes  
B u l l a t  Holes  
B u l l e t  Holcs 

VF-54 

F l a k  Holes 
B u l l e t  Holes 
B u l l a t  Holss 
B u l l s t  Holes 
B u l l e t  Holes 
Bullet H o l a s  
B u l l e t  Holes  
B u l l e t  I ioles  
F r a g  Xoles 
Bullat Eo1t.s 
Frag Holas  
F r a g  H o h s  
Frag Holes 

2 - 12 - 

50 cal, 

30 c a l ,  
Unknown 
30 cal. 
2GMM 
30 c a l ,  
30 ca l .  
20mT 
30 ca l ,  

3 7mf 
30 & 50 ca l ,  A .  
50 c a l ,  A 
50 c a l .  4, 
20Pm A 
5Q c a l .  A 
50 c a l ,  h 

Unknown 
30 cal, A 
Unknown 
Unknown 
Unknown 

50 Lwl, A 



D A l E  - 

12-4-51 
12-7-51 
124-51 
12-9-51 
512-9-51 
12-9-51 
12-9-51 
12-9-51 
12-9-51 
12-9-51 

121.10-51 
12-10-51 

12-10-51 

12-11-51 

12-7-51 
12-10-51 
12-10-51 

12-11-51 

TYFFE X/C 

.i~-41, .a -4 
113-4 
A33-4NL 
*13-2 
xr -4 
A>-4 
a - 4  
iaD-2 
*is-2 
An-4L 
d c -4 
AC-4 
rD-4-L 

F2H-2 
F2H-2 
FkX-2 

F2H-2 

p hiJill GE IKFLICTED BY 
- VF-& (Cont'd) 

F r a g  Holes Unknown 
Frag Holas Unknown 
F m g  H a l e s  Unknown 
Bullet Holes 30 c a l ,  
Bullet Holes 201rM HE 
Bullet H d a s  30 c a l ,  A 
B u l l e t  Holes 30 c a l .  A .  
B ~ 1 1 ~ t  Holes  30 & 50 c a l ,  ?a 

B u l l e t  Holzs 20l'B4 I-IE 
B z l l c t ,  Holes 20B@'I HE 
B u l l e t  Holcs  -' 30 c a l ,  A 
E i r l l e t  Ho les  30 c a l ,  A 
l l i n o r  damage and h o l e s  in Unknown 
fL;selage & 

F l a k  HcLes Unknown AX 
VF-172 

Bul le t ,  H o l s s  30 ca l .  
B u f l c  t Hole s 50 c a l .  A 
Bomb Fragmwt c u t  ho le  Unknown 
fJhrough switch 
Holes i n  nose cap Ufiknown 

- 13 - 



. .  

P'IRT V: PE3SONNEL 

a ,  O F F I C E R  

No Comments 

b. ENLISTED 

The fo l lowing  is  a schadule  of t h e  losses which w i l l  be 
i n c u r r e d  due t o  d i s c h a r g e s  under c u r r e n t  d i r e c t i v e s :  

STU iDBON 

CVG-5 
VF-51 
VF -1 7 2 
VF-53 
VF- 54 
vc-3 

vc-3 5 
V C - 6 1  

vc-11 

TOTAL 

CEC --.. J X N  - FEB - 

c 0 CASU~iLTIES 

The Air Group l o s t  two ( 2 )  p i l o t s  du r ing  the r m o r t i n g  
Deriod as  follows: 

LT Wlliam Arnold BRYANT, J r ,  
17 November 1951, 
P i l o t  appar-x-itly dazed and d i d  not  unbuckle c h e s t  s t r a D ,  
i n f l a t e  l i f e  v e s t  o r  e n t e r  h e l i c o o t a r  s l i n g  o r o p e r l y ,  
Craw unable  t o  p u l l  him i n t o  h e l i c o p t e r  and D i l o t  s l ipood 
ou t  of s l i n g  from about forty ( 4 0 )  f d e t  and sank from 
s i g h t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  s t r i k i n g  water. L i s t e d  as dead. 

LTJG Eugsne Brewer HALE: 506261/1315, IJSNR, VF-54, 
27 November 1951,, 
disappearGd from view s h o r t l y  a f tor  l a n d i n g  i n  water. 
Search proved f r u i t l e s s  except f o r  o a r t i a l l y  i n f l a t e d  
l i f e  r a f t  l o c a t s d  by des t roye r .  Water extremely co ld  
and choppy, L i s t a d  a s  dead. . 

4424@1/1310, USF, VF-54, 
P lane  c rashcd  i n t o  sea on t ake -o f f ,  

A f t e r  s u c c e s s f u l  b a i l - o u t ,  p i l o t  

l 



PART I V :  OPERiTIONS 

Thc t h i r d  pried f o r  Carrier A i r  Group FIVE i n  t h c  o p e r a t i n g  
area ends wi thout  any major change t o  p rev ious  o p e r a t i n g  orocedures  
usGd i n  t h e  f irst  two p e r i o d s  i n  t h e  Korean ."ires. 

The major e f f o r t  h a s  s t i l l  bGen t h e  i n t e r d i c t i o n  o f  enemy l i n e s  
of communication. 
d u r i n g  t h i s  p a r i o d  i n  suppor t  o f  tht? U.N. t r o o p s  alone; t h e  East 
c e n t r a l  b a t t l e  . l i n e .  

A few Close A i r  Supnort  mi s s ions  wt?rz flown 

Photo mis s ions  havc becn c u t  down cons ide rab ly -becausz  of  t h e  
fewer d a y l i q h t  hours,  

The FgF's and F2H's were used i n  group coord ina tad  a t t a c k s  
and w2re ass igned  f l a k  wmpression mis s ions  i n  d i r e c t  sunpor t  
of AD and F4U b r i d g e  s t r i k e s .  
purpose bombs w3re carried p s r  j e t  a i r c r a f t .  
s i x  AD and s ix  F4U on %fies~  f l i g h t s .  
f o r  f l a k  suppres s ion  paving t h a  wtly for  t h e  AD w i t h  heavy bombs 
t o  h i t  t h e  t a r g a t .  
brie&&-t AA p o s i t i o n s  i l rmzaiately p r i o r  t o  t h e  .'LD a t t a c k .  
j e t s  wcrs 'launched 15 minutes  a f t e r  t h e  Prop s t r i k e  group'and 
rendezvous was a f f e c t e d  en rou te ,  

F o w  t o  s ix  loo# VT fuzed g e n e r a l  
S i x  j e t s  supDorted 

The F 4 U f s  w w e  a l s o  used 

The jets and F4U's bombed and s t r a f s d  ?re- 
The 

The ' e t  squadrons wsre a l s o  a s s igned  r a i l  c u t t i n g  missions. 
Four 250, $ GP bombs w i t h  .01 second d e l a y  f u z e s  were used on t h e  
FSF. 
loo# GPs fuzed w i t h  .07- sscond de lay .  
d i v e  brakes  extended and bombs rc; leased a t  800 t o  1000 f e e t  above 
t h a  t r a c k  a t  300 t o  330 k n o t s  rGsult.3d i n  h iqh  w r c e n t a p e  of c u t s .  
A f t e r  exr>ending a l l  bombs t h a  f l i c h t  r econno i t e rad  a s p m i f i e d  
r o u t e  i n  t h e  t ime avail-able,, 

The F2HYs  c a r r i e d  two 250# GPs Dlus two loo# GPs o r  f o u r  
Twenty dcgrae g l i d e s  w i t h  

The ,1006 GP bomb is  no t  cons idered  an  adequate  bomb f o r  r a i l  
c u t t i n g .  
f o r  c u r r e n t  o p e r a t i o n s  and i s  v w y  a f f e c t i v e  on r a i l  c u t t i n g  m i s -  
s i ons .  

The 250# GP bomb i s  an  e x c e l l e n t  g e n e r a l  nurnose bomb 

Recent ly  h o s t i l e  a i r c r a f t  have bsen r e p o r t e d  o p e r a t i n g  i n  
t h e  TLrONSAN a r e a o  The F4.U squadron whi le  o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  a t t ack  
bombers on r a i l  c u t t i n g  m i s s i o n s  has i n c o r n o r a t e d  t h c  p r a c t i c e  
of p l a c i n g  two F4Us over  t h c  t a rge t  area t o  act, a s  CAP. 

With t h e  water  tommx-akure Lowwing each day  t h e  pilots of  
t h e  A i r  Group have r e s o r t e d  t o  emmsion s u i t s  on p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  
f l i g h t s ,  One p i l o t  b a i l e d  ou t  over YONSAN Bay wi thou t  an 
emersion s u i t  (I The. a i r  ternpar2ture was approximate ly  650 and the 
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14 Dccembzr 1951 

water 58 degrees ,  Although t h e  pilot was i n  t h e  water only  
th ree  minutes  he became s o  numb t h a t  he could not climb t h e  
ladder  of t h e  s h i p  t h a t  picked him UD and had t o  be heloed aboard. 

P.iRT V I I  : MAINTENiNCE 

a . CONVEhTTIONd,  bI.iINTLNi'J~3?, ~ 

ComAirPac FkU A i r c r a f t  Tachnical  B u l l e t i n  No, 6 (Butler 
Change 4.49 (Gun Haater Change)) has been inco roa rn ted  i n  a l l  
a i r c r a f t  i n  t h i s  squadron. 
t h i s  change has woven  extr9mely s u c c e s s f u l  and i t s  value t o  
o p e r a t i o n s  f a r  overcedes t h e  time necessa ry  t o  make t h s  chme;c. 

I n  t h e  l i m i t e d  t ime o f  o p e r a t i o n ,  

b. JdT PIAINTZNANCE 

The most s e r i o u s  problem encountered dur ing  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  
per iod  f o r  VF-51 w2.s t h a t  of su rg ing  engines .  The su rg ing  
occurred i n  e l m e n  i n s t a n c e s  i n  vary ing  degrees  f l u c t u a t i n g  lO$ 
t o  15% i n  t h e  most extreme cases. 
i n d i c a t e d  by rough engine o p a r a t i o n  and uneven a c c e l e r a t i o n  
w i t h  a minor c o n d i t i o n  i n v a r i a b l y  becoming s e r i o u s  a f t e r  four 
o r  f i v e  f l i g h t s  i f  Lqllowed t o  cont inue ,  The cause has  been 
a t t r i b u t a d  t o  f o u l i n g  of one o r  more of t h r z e  wi re -co i l  tyDe 
f i l t e r s .  
i s o l a t i n g  v a l v e ,  and s t a l l  p r e s s u r e  va lve  i n  t h e  main f u e l  
pumps, If su rg ing  occur s  whi le  ope r3 t ing  i n  t h e  normal f u e l  
system, t h e  servo b leed  f i l t e r  or i s o l a t i n g  va lve  f i l t e r  i s  a t  
f a u l t ,  w h i l e  stall p r z s s u r e  valvo. f i l t e r  c logging  Droduces a 
surge whi le  owrz l t i ng  i n  t h e  emergency f u e l  systzm, 
th \>se  f i l t e r s  has  i n v a r i a b l y  e l imina ted  su rg ing  t endenc ie s ,  
I n  an sffort t o  o rec lude  f u r t h e r  f i l t e r  c loggjng ,  a d d i t i o n a l  
sea ls  wers i n s t a l l c d  on t h e  t o p  and bottom of t h c  low x)rcssure 
f u e l  filt3r slcave t o  Drevent Doss ib l e  by-Dassing o f  impur i ty  
c a r r y i n g  Yuel. No conclus ive  r s s u l t s  have bcen notdd t o  d a t a ,  
As a result of t h e  unginc surg ing ,  ev2ry 30 hour chzck i n c l u d e s  
a turn-up w i t h  or t ' s surz  gaugcs i n s t a l l e d  on the. f u e l  pumps. 
Any i n d i c a t i o n  of a surge r c q u i r c s  t h e  c l e a n i s g  of thr. filt<?rs 
which i s  41so accomplished on evdry 60 hour i n s w c t i o n .  

Trouble of t h i s  n9 tu re  i s  

These f i l ters  are l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  se rvo  b l eed ,  

CL>aning 

Although extreme c a r e  i s  e x e r c i s e d ,  t h c  ramoval o f  t h 2 s e  
f i l t e r s  i n  some i n s t a n c e s  has r e s u l t e d  i n  damage t o  t h e i r  
s e 2 t i n g  se;?fs which w e  unobta inable  a t  w e s a n t  th rough r z g u l z r  
supply channzls.  Th i s  hl-s become i n c r e a s i n g l y  s w i o u s  s i n c e  
a by-p2ssed f i l t m  due t o  a f a u l t y  seal causes  su rg ing  equ iva len t  
t o  t h a t  resul tJ ing from a f o u l e d  f i l t z r  and t h z r a  i s  an extreme 
s h o r t a g e  o f  replacement p u m m  i n  t h e  area. 

- 16 - 31 



The malfunct ion of  t h e  bs roms t r i c  c o n t r o l s  s 2 c t i o n  of t h e  
TJC caus ing  an over - r ich  fuGl supply a s  r s o o r t s d  i n  t h e  w m i o u s  
Action Rzoor ts  
102% %n one i n s t a n c e  and ve ry  rough a c c e l e r q t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
i n  s e v d r a l  o t h e r  cqses  checked a t  from 20,000 t o  30,000 f e - t  
a l t i t u d e .  Inspc c t i o n  and l u b r i c s t i o n  o f  t h e  a n s r o i d  va lve  
s h a f t  h s s  been p19czd on th2 33 hour chzck  she& which should 
a l l e v i a t e  the d i f f i c u l t y ,  Inn$.xl incr  l i f a  h s s  b 2 m  n o t i c e a b l y  
shor tened  s i n c e  commencing carr ier  o p c r a t i o n s .  A t  m e s e n t  t h e  
i n n t r l i n e r s  a re  d i sca rded  because of excess ive  metal e r o s i o n  
3fZ;er an avdrsge l i f e  o f  s a v z n t y  hours  a l though ccramic coa ted  
i n n e r l i n e r s  m e  being  used. The p o s s i b i l i t y  of i n n 2 r l i n e r  l i f e  
be ing  a f f a c t e d  by t h e  co r ros ive  a c t i o n  of sa l t  s t r a y  i n  t h e  
atmdsphcre is suggested.  

has  re-occurred,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  over-soexi ing t o  
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Ref: ( a )  OpKav I n s t r u c t i o n  3480.1 
( b )  CinCPacFlt I n s t r u c t i c n  3480.1 

1. Th i s  r e p o r t  i s  submi t ted  i n  compliance w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  ( a )  f o r  
i n c l u s i o n  i n  t he  Action Xeport  o f  U.S.S. ESSZX ( C V - 9 )  and t h e  d i v i s i o n  
o f  d a t a  between ca l enda r  rr,onths i s  shswr ,  i n  conpl iance  wi th  r e f e r e n c e  

.p, 
( b )  

P A R T  I: 

a .  The coepos i t i on  9f t h e  group follows: 

CO;-PGSITiO ' I ;  O r '  C ~ J %  FOSCZS A L ~ ~  1 . 1 S S I O K  

OPE;hATIIO~.%L H/C P I L O T S  
u 2 6  2 / 1  12/26 2/1 

- UNIT 

'CVG-5 .- norie Ncne None .  1 ::: 

VF-51 ~ 9 ~ - 2  16 1 3  21 19 
CDR E . I .. 3ZAUCH.G LP 
YF-172 F 2 H - 2  14 5 22 21 
CDR Ti. E.  3 A R K E T T  

CDR 1.1. U .  B E E B 3  

V F - 5 3  FkU-4.B 16 ' 14 20 20 

VF-SL, l3- 
CDR P-. N .  GRAY AD -3 5 3 

VC-3 (Un i t  i P B s P )  ' F4U-5TU'L . 3 

CDR 3. J .  TRliIl I11 ~ 

- 

L C D R  J .  F. GGHERTY 

V C - 6 1  
LT S .  L .  JAYhFsS 



Photogranhic  mis s ions  ha\-e been . f lown d a i l y  and n e t t e d  
e x c e l l e n t  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of cariouflaged , _ . _ -  t a r g e t s  and 
damage, assessment  i n  a d d i t i c n  t o  s p e c i a l  miss ions :  
s i o n s  provided  constarit  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  enemy 
a i r  o r  s u h a r i n e  a c t i o n ,  a l though  no c o n t a c t s  were made. 

i ~ l ~  and BSP nis-  

P ' -RT 11: CHXGKOLOGY 

' h i l e  i n  port 
per sonne l  were encouraged t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  r e c r e a t i c c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  
a v a i l a b l e  i n  t k e  immediate a r e a  and t o  u t i l i z e  tk-e r e s t  camp b i l l c t s .  
ApDroximately 5O$ o f  e n l i s t e d  nen ar?d c f f i c e r s  were a b l e  t o  t a k e  ad- 
vantage of t h e s e  carips, Five b a s k e t b a l l  games and tr*io boxing suckers 
were h e l d  du r ing  t h i s  Fe r iod .  
Us5S ESSCX t o  show a t r a i n i n g  f i l m  and e;uDlain t k e  f i t , t i n g  and modi- 
f i c a t i o n  o f  t k e  new I:K 111 Anti-Sxposlxe S u i t ,  
Sauadron S u r v i v a l  O f f i c e r s  arid p i l c t s  o f  C a r r i e r  A i r  Group FIVE 
a t t e n d e d  t h i s  l e c t u r e  and t r a i n i n g  f i l m .  

, 
15-25 December - I n  Dcrt  p e r i o d  a t  Vokosuka. 

CcmFairJap ser,t a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  th t  

=ill Yarachute Riggers ,  

A11 a v a i l a b l e  an3  u r s w t l y  needed s u r v i v a l  eauipment fclr cold 
weather  o e r a t i o n s  was procured  whi le  i n  p o r t .  
t h e e  ( 5 3  P 111; I1 nti -Exposure S u i t s  and a c c e s s o r i e s ,  t e n  (10) new 
droppable wirig r a c k  mounted s u r v i v a l  k i t s ,  ar,d one kimdred s i x t e e n  
(116) i n s u l a t e d  boots  f o r  all Air Group D i l c t s .  LT C. C. J91Lb and 
LT C .  C ,  COFFZY, h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s ,  die) kave done a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  j o b ,  
y e r e  relieved. by L T  G. J .  JGHRSOI; and TILkJZ5Y,  E. 

On 26 December Carrier A i r  Group FIVE,  aboard t h e  USS E?SEX, 

. 

T h i s  inc luded  f i f t y -  
' 

f n ) ,  ALC(A:-'). 
I 

d epa r t ed  Yokosuka, Japan a t  0600 for i t? s f o u r t h  combat; c r u i s e  a F a i n s t  
t h e  North Korean Conrunis t s  arid t h e i r  Chinese a l l i e s .  

-28 Cecercber - Underway to t h e  
Eep len i sh ing  '<as acccrnplisbLed on 

r a t i n g  a r e a .  Due t o  rough '  
s e a s ,  no f l i g h t s  were scheduled,  
t h e  28th.  

, I  

29 December - C a r r i e r  A i r  Group FIVE - l en t  back i n t o  a c t i o n  
agair,.  89 s o r t i e s  were flo*,m, 73 rail c u t s  were accomplished,  four 
b u i l d i n g s  and t h r e e  r a i l r o a d  b r i d g e s  des t royed .  



. 

30 a e c e n b e r  - ?€! S o r t i e s  f bu rned  n ine  t r u e  
and  C e s t r o y e d  s i x t o e n  b u i l d i n g s  an6 t-ro heavi ly  l o a d e d  0xca r t . s .  --- 
new h i g h  i n  rail c u t s  1:Tas e s t a : 2 l i s h e d  Tjhsn 121  vere c h a l k e d  up  for 
t h e  day .  O t h n r  a c c a m l i s h m e n t s  o f  t h e  day  v3x-z 1 2  t r u c k s ,  25 b u i l d -  
i n g s ,  3 g x c a r t s ,  t e n  t r o G ? s ,  one b r i d g e  a d  I locoE:otive\ 2 e s t r o y e d .  

3 1  E e c e r b e r  - ; . e p l e n i s h i n g  d a y .  i:o a i r  o p e r a t i o n s .  

1 J a n u a r y  - 93 3 o r t i e s  -12re f l o w n .  The f i rs t  day  of  t h e  ._ew ' 
y e a r  brou5ht; a n c t l w r  3u t s t a r :d ing  s c o r e :  s 3 v e n t y - t h r e e  r a i l  c u t s ,  2 
t r u c k s ,  3 o x c a r t s ,  3 b r i d z e s  and one l o c o c c t i v e  d e s t r o y e d .  

2 J a n u a r y  - 100 S o r t i e s  were '  f l w m .  10 ~.,un D o s i t i o n s  d e s t r o y e d ,  
21 t r u c k s ,  47 r a i l  c u t < ,  4 j r i d g e s ,  oce l--i;Tjkvay c v e r p a s s ,  nae cxxou- 
f l a g e d  t a n k  and  cns je- .p.  

% -l r - 7  3 J a n u a r y  - 97 - Ic r t ios  -)rere t ^ l o * ~ ,  5i; n c i s e  was t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  an  a o d m p .  57 r a i l  c a t s ,  h b r i d c e s ,  5 b y - p a s s e s ,  
2 o x c a r t s ,  15 ' 2 u i l ? i n < s ,  4 t r u c k s  x-d oi-le S c x c a r  d e s t r o y e d .  d .  v e r y  
s e r i o u s  b u t  u n a v o i d a b l e  acci2,e;;t c;: cu.r:-ed t c d a y .  : 3janshee l a R e e d  
acd  t a x i e d  fcrward LO t h e  s?ct .  rAeR t'r,e enr<ines  Tiere s h u t  down, 
or,e cf t h e  2nnm p_'ii.ns f i r e d  a h i g h  e::olasive round -.ahic'n h i t  a F a n t h e r  
(79F) ar,d e-;;?loded, i : i .~a r in~  5 r?er,. -I i i is  a c c i d e n t  "as due t o  a n  e a r  
broken  o f f  t h e  b r e a c h  k810ck l o c k  ar,d a l e a k  i r l  t h e  conpx-essed a i r  
systerc  o f  t h e  20rm r;un. - c u r  o f  %ke 1 eri . e r e  on t h e  ' n g t  se l i 'us  
l i s t  Z T , ~  one vas  s e r i D u s l y  i n j u r ? a .  s!ir2pr,el froi-1 the 20m1 -ore- 
j e c t i l e  s5vered t h e  s .oinal  co rd .  

- 7. 

n, . 

-7 

4 J a n u a r y  - ' . 3p le r i i sh i rg .  

5 J anu? ry  - ' 3 o r t i e s  '%;ere f l a r E .  5 t r u c k s ,  63 r a i l  cuts, 5 
G r i d q e s ,  1 rpc? t r c o p s ,  24. 7un p o s i t i o n s ,  a ~ d  7 b u i l d i n g s  were  
d e s t r o y e d .  

b r i d g e s ,  2 by-Dasses ,  10 bii i7 .dings,  o:ie s u n  o c s i t i o i i ,  one  o i l  t a n k  
and a suonly d7m-o . -  . ' e re  d e s t r c y e d .  

n i s s i o n  when h i t  by f l a k ,  went i x t o  a shallow Sli6.e f r o %  which  he 
n e v e r  r e c o v e r e d ,  ;ad  c rashed  i n t o  a h i l l s i d e .  

LT Z X 2 L R  of YF-5& vas h i t  i n  the cz  :o,?~- of  h i s  Xe r e c e i - r e  
an e y e  and f a c i a l  i n j u r i e s  fro!? t h e  L;hattsr?d 2l-ass f r e n  t h e  c,-'napy, 
b u t  mad-e i t  h a c k  t o  t h e  Torce .  The n a t u r e  o f  tke e y e  i n j u r y  r e q u i r e  
s p e c i a l  t r e a t m e n t  and he vc?s t r a x f e r r e d  t o  V.S. !>.atral X o s p i t a l ,  
'70ko s u k a  , 

6 Ja- iuary - $9 S o r t i s s  :.,rere f l a r m .  37 r a i l  c u t s ,  10 t r u c k s ,  5 

'51 s i Sn fl i! I C OiL a' VF-51 f l y i n g  a " a n t k e r  c:? a r a i l  c u t  r i c c e  

?-  

7 J a n u a r y  - k n l c r ;  i shir ig  

- 3 -  
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C Jaxuary - 86 S o r t i e s .  ' 3esp i te  t h e  weather  c l o s i n ~ - i n - f r e m  
t h e  n o r t h  a good day Tras 'recarded. 57 r a i l  cu%s,  10 b u i l d i n g s ,  2 
br idr ;es ,  5 by-passes ,  2 .rarehouses and sundry small  t a r g e ~ s  were 
des t royed .  

day o f  o p e r a t i o n s  doubly d i , " f i c u l t ,  althcugh an exce l l c r , t  s c o r e  was 
recorded .  This inc1c:;ied 3Q r a i l  cuts, 26 b u i l d i n g s ,  5 b r i d g e s ,  one 
loccrnotive ar,d seven c z s ,  4 Sy-1~asses,  & t r u c k s ,  15 gun pps i+ , ions ,  
120 ene; y t r r o p s ,  2 j e e p s  ar,d 4 o:<:.a;-ts C.estroyed. 

9 January - 87 S o r t i e s  ' -e re  f l o - m .  31d kan - ; ea the r  nade t h i s  

/ 
djLS ;,:SL5k' of Tiq7-54 l y i n g  an -2 was seen t r a i l i n . ;  m a k e  f o l l a l r -  

i n ?  an a t t a c k  cn a b r i  d.?...;?, was advised  t l s  '3 il o u t ,  bu t  b e l e r e  he 
could c l e a r  t h e  D1a::e i t  r o l l e d  O V ~ T  a n d  1.7 n t  s t r a i z k t  i n  and exr loded  

2 

EN? Ki-LLZY was n c t  s e e n  t o  l e a v e  t h e  coc'cpit. 5, 

1C January - :L,r_c$her repl?nishi-:S ?a;., 

11 January - 56 - - o r t i e s  -:-r? I ' l o ~ r ! .  3iJe t c  v e r y  heavy - - e a t h e r ,  

n3. 2 b u i l d -  

sore  f l i u h t s  1T:ere caricelled and o t h e r s  -.sere sy~c r t ened .  IL s g i t e  c f  
t h i s ,  a good s c o r e  wz,s posi;e<.. 18 r a i l  c';ts, c;ne bjr-p<.ss,' 3 o x c a r t s ,  
106 enei-iy t r c a p s  k i l l e d  ar,d an e s t i r r z t e  of 100 wounded., 
ir ,g s de s t  r o ye d . 



Li 

14 Janua.ry - Replenish ing .  

15 Ja_ruary - 83 S o r t i e s .  rn- lne riornal amount af d m a s e  was i n f l i c t  
d u r i n g  t h e  day. 
damage t o  t h e  wing.. 
i n c i d e n t ,  and t h e  p i l l n t  ivas uni i i jured.  
3 b u i l d i n g s ,  1 by-pass, 2 4 r i d y e s ,  $ enemy t r o o p s ,  4- m c a r t s ,  and a 
l o c o r a t i v e  --:ere d e s t r c y e d  du r ing  t h e  day's o p e r a t i o n s .  
o f  'JF-54 i :~  an -Jl Dicked up P O T : ~  f l a k  an3 kegan ",roaring o f f  sxoke ,  
and i r : le?ic?teiy headed f o r  t h e  s e a ,  7T;hich ke reached  s a f e l y .  
a .?.;cod w a t e r  landi:ig, i n C l a t 7 d  his l i f e  r a f t  arid was picked up by a 
destroyer in l e s s  than  5 riii?utes a 3 e r  1eavinT t h e  o l ane .  

The b i q  p r i z e  for t h e  day 
was a I c c o m t i v e  and  an a::-uniticn t r a i n  d.estrcjred. 
rients for t h e  day include 40 r a i l  c u t s ,  2 tr iv.cks,  3 brid:;es, 1 b u i l d - ,  
i n g ,  3 o -ca r t s ,  a l l  des:rr,ye?. .':is0 a sta3 s t a t i o i i  was left b l a z i n g <  

o r d e r  o f  t h e  day .  

road t r a c k  d.e!-:olisk;ed l 5 C O  yds  o f  t r z c k  bstiz-een '2Tcnsan and Lowon. 
6 buildings, 8 r s i l r o 2 L d  -ars bacily d*-acped, 1 d e s t r o y e d ,  four b r i d g e s ,  
25 gun GrnDlacercents, 2 t r u c k s ,  25 e n x y  t r c c n s ,  2nd orie s a p ~ l y  dump 
were des t royed .  

d i rec tec i  a g a i n s t  seccndary t a r g e t s .  I n  s p i t e  cf tkLe t ~ ~ r b u l e n c e  s n m  
f l u r r i o , s  and low c e i l i n g ,  t h e  day :.;as r e l a t i v e - l y  successfxul ,  

rail. cu$;s, 3 gun er p l a c x e n t s ,  2 t r u c k s ,  4 b u i l d i n g s ,  33 erlemy t r c s p s ,  
arid 16 o x c a r t s  we1-e des t royed .  . L. f i r e s  were s t a r t e d  in supply  d~unpli, 
and $ s t a c k s  o f  a i l  dru.i?.s v e r e  des t r eyed .  The 1500 yds ef r F i 1  t r a c k .  
torn up was extended +ye &OOO yds d u r i n g  t h e  dr?y ts  o p e r a t i o n s .  1 - a j a r  
I-cCOS,LO- , A L r  Force . o i t o t  wi th .  VF-172, :Lrhile f l y i n g  an  F2Y (3anshee )  
was h i t  by AA.in t h e  mid.dle o f  h i s  run .  A lorig tongue sf f lame sud- 
denly  a m e a r e d  behirid h i s  ola.r,e acd t h e  run er:ded i n  a n  exDlos ion ' a s  
h i s  p1ari.e crqshed ir,tc t k :  He was n o t  seer, t o  leaye't,k;e c9c 
p i t .  . I  

The gun on an -.a ex-olcded on f i r i n g ,  causingjsep-e 
Jjowever a f r i e n d l y  f i e l d  was reached  wi thou t  

38 r a i l  c u t s ,  8 gun p o s i % i s n s ,  

LT r ' L ~ \ ~ ~ h b . - i  - ?T-- ,n  - 

Ee m?de 

16 January - 85 S a r t i e s  '.,ere_ f l o ~ m .  
Other  accerinlisk-" 

- 17 January - 3u2 t o  u n c e r t a i n  v - a ~ h e r - ,  re i3lenishing was the 

18 Jtinuary - 77 s o r t i e s .  conco:- t ra t ion o f  a t t a c k s  on ra i l -  

'is0 I ,  f i r e s  were s s a r t e l  i n  sanouflaged. sup7iy  p i l e s ,  , 

LQ Janilary - 79 S c r t i e s .  3ue t* heavy ;.reFth?er, rnissians were 

. -i t u r n  t a b l e  vas des t royed  and rcund hcuse h d l y  damLged, 53 

/ 2 0  January - Replerii 

2 1  Janiix-y - 99 S o r t i e  
d i v e r t i n g  strikes t o  seconc! 
upcn t h e  enemy. 

t h e r  C G I ~ ~ L ~ F O ~ S  a z a i n  n e c e s s i t a t e d  
t a r q e t s  .xi+, a ~ C S V Y  toll w a s  i n f l i c t e d  

-1 - 5 -  



$ r e .  f ' '. 

He rolled t h e  n l ane  a v e r  and parackuted  i n t o  t h e  : i a t e r ,  He was r e s -  
cued by he l i cop t , e r .  LTZS 2 .  'VT. LALY, i n  a t t sKpt inr :  t o ' d r o p  a r a f t  
to t h e  h e l i c c n t e r  a i r c r e - p a n  vho o u t  ..;3S,C!T i n  t h e  s l i n .7  afid r ena ined  
i n  t h e  v a t e r ,  had t h e  r a f t  f o u l  cp  on t h e  t a i l  o f  h i s  Corsair a n i  he 
was fo rced  t o  make 2 c r a s h  l a n d i n 5  on t h e  beach,  - f t e r  evzding enemy 
gunfire '2nd be ing  ckased i n t o  t k e  w a t e r ,  he was --?icl:sd uq by h e l i -  
c o p t e r  recei7JiF.g Drc tzc t i c i i  f r cn  acconnacying p l2nzs  ~ ~ h i c h  s t r a f e d  
enemy p o s i t i c n s ,  The Zirxe1;man 4rcri % O C ~ - ~ S ~ T L ; ~  was a l s o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  g 

r e t r i e v z d ,  xakin?  a t o t a l  c f  3 r e s c u e s  f o r  t h e  i?CCZ,,:j h e l i c o p t e r  
p i l o t .  

n i h e  t o l l  i n  dc?ir-aged:. and destro:;ed t a r g ? t s  vas hsavy a q a i n s t  t h e  
enemy dur ing  t h e  day. F i f ty-one  r a i l  c u t s ,  7 b u i l d i n g s ,  3 b r i d g e s  
and 2 by-passes v e r e  d e s t r o y e d ;  16 t r o 3 D s  were k i l l e d  arid 4 t r u c k s  
and 4 r.un p o s i t i o n s  dsstroy;3d. Yhree cx-muflaged l o c o c o t i v e s ,  vh ich  
had b e m  s q o t t e d  by Dhoto o i l c t s  fron t h e  day b e f o r e ,  '.\rere Szcl.ly 
darnar-led. Other  n a j a r  d s a q e  w-cis i n f l i c t e d  u30:i t r . r i n  c a r ? ,  b u i l d i n g s ,  
and b r i d g e s .  

a m a r s h a l l i n g  yard, which x e r e  ckosen as t h z  n a i n  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t he  
day. 2 1  r a i l  c u t s  and 1500 E r d s  o f  t r a c k  were des t royad .  One r e l a y  
s t a t i o n  w a s  f i r e d  and aDpeared t o  e m l o d e .  3 b u i l d i q g s ,  5 suao ly  
dumps, 2 b r i d g e s ,  2 t r u c k s  m d  one by-pass jert: d z s t r c y e d ,  The b i g  
p r i z e  f o r  t h e  day  TJas 2 l o c o a o t i v e s  des t royed  2.nd 4 dariaged, 10 r a i l  
cars ciestro;r?d and 19 darzaged. 

. 
23 January - $4 S o r t i e s .  ?hot0 p i l o t s  h c a t e d  7 l acemot ives  i n  

24 January - 2eF l9n i sh ing .  

25 J?nuary  - F l i q h t  o p e r a t i o n s  w r e  ?:.nce'_led, due t c  rough s e a s .  

26 January  - 83 S o r t i e s .  The :-ajar a r g e t s  far t h e  6ay were 
t r a i n s .  One locomotive was d c s t r a y e d  and 5 badly damaged. 14. t r a i n )  
c a r s  were des t royed  and  54 dmaged. 5 5  r a i l  c u t s ,  were made. 2 gun ' 

p o s i t i o n s ,  4 trucks, 3 housss, 3 bri.l=es, 1 by-pass and 9 bu i ld i cgs  
were des t royed .  I n  a trGop b i l l e t i n g  a r e a ,  20 h u t s  were d e s t r e y e d  + 

2nd 40 damaged. At a su~i;l_y p o i n t ,  9 Sui ld i r ,gs  were des t royed .  26 
bii i ldingss 7icre badly  c laxged ,  xcst nf r;.kich were i n  a -7Cor-rxieyt Head- 
q w r t c r s  a r e a .  
ducing riuch f i r e w ? r k s .  X hirge f u e l  f i r e  was i g n i t e d .  

One relay stat i ion was ?ont.zd acd  left a b l a z e  pre-  
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LTJG L. 1%. C H 3 3 H I B L  of VF-51 f l y i n g  an F9F w a s  t h e  v i c t i m  o f  
a f a t a l  a c c i d e n t , .  On h i s  second r u n  on a camouflaged locomot ive ,  
h i s  p l ane  w a s  h i t  by AA and he headed f o r  Wonsan Bay. H i s  p l ane  
was on f i r e  bu t  he made a p e r f e c t  l e t  down f o r  d i t c h i n g  n e a r  a des-  
t r o y e r .  Suddenly, h i s  e j e c t i o n  sea t  l ? f t  t h e  p l ane ,  which w a s  a l -  
mcst on t h e  water. The d e s t r o y e r  was a t  t h e  scene  immediately and . 
d e s p i t e  a thorough s e a r c h  o f  t h e  area LTJG C H 3 S H I R E  was no$ r e -  
cove r e  d. 

27 January - 87 S o r t i e s .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  heavy weather  c l o s i n g  
i n ,  a s u c c e s s f u l  day o f  o p e r a t i o n s  was accomplished. 

L i e u t e n - n t  R ,  L. FUGKS cf VC-3 was h i t  du r ing  an  e a r l y  morn- 
i n g  h e c k l e r  mission and was fcirced t o  l and  a t  a f r i e n d l y  f i e l d  s o u t h  
of  t h e  boqbl ine.  

r a i l  c u t s ,  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  cne locomotive and 29 boxca r s ,  two gun 
p o s i t i o n s ,  1 t r a n s f o r m e r ,  3 b u i l d i n g s ,  4 b r i d g e s ,  2 by-passes ,  2 
t r u c k s  and l+ c x c a r t s .  A r e l a y  s t a t i o n  was a l s o  badly  damaged, 

4 

The bad news c a r r i e d  t o  t h e  encmy dur ing  tk? day i n c l c d e d ;  51 

2 e  January - Replenishing.  

29 January - 77 Sorties, 57 r a i l  c u t s ,  2 locomotives  and 8 
boxcars  were des t royed ,  S i x  c a r s  badly  damaged. 6 t r u c k s  werc 
des t royed  and 4 badly damaged.- l+- supply p i l e s  were des t royed .  17 
enemy t r o o p s  were k i l l e d .  Two gun emplacements were s i l e n c e d .  

30 January - 67 S o r t i e s .  
two l a r g e  s t r i k e s  were scheduled i n  p l ace  o f  t h r e e  s m a l l e r  ones.  , 

I n  t h e  f irs  r i k e  CDR P .  14. GRAY, Commanding O f f i c e r  o f  F i t r o n  
FIFTY-FOUR, f l y i n g  a n  AD was h i t  by f l a k ,  which damaged h i s  p r o p e l l e r  
and he w a s  f o r c e d  t o  make h i s  t h i r d  d i t c h i n g  i n  WGnsan Harbcr.  
was a u i c k l y  recovered  by t h e  U.S.S. T I I X I K G .  The s c o r e  for t h e  day 
showed 52 rail c u t s ,  1 locomotive des t royed  and 1 t3.adly damaged, 3 
cars  des t royed  d'nd 2 1  bad ly  damased, 5 b u i l d i n g s  d e s t r o y e d ,  a mar- 
s h a l l i n g  yard r e p a i r  b u i l d i n s  bad ly  damaged, 2 r e l a y  s t a t i o n  and 
t h r e e  t r u c k s  damaged. Twenty-nine enemy t r o o p s  were k i l l e d .  

Th i s  day marked t h e  t h i r t y - s e v e n t h  
day o u t  o f  D o r t . .  k heavy t o l l  w a s  i n f l i c t e d  upon t h e  enemy d u r i n g  
t h i s  day,  t k e  last b e f c r e  a r e s t  pe r iod  i n  Japan. The damage i n -  
f l i c t e d  inc luded  74 rail c u t s ,  14 b u i l d i n g s  des t royed .  T h e e  b r i d g e s  
des t royed  and 2 r a i l r o a d  b r i d g e  apuroaches c r a t e r e d ,  3 t r u c k s  des-  
t,rcyed; one l a r g e  ba r racks  des t royed ,  4. o x c a r t s  and 2 gun p o s i t i o n s  
d e s t r o y e d ,  arid an  e s t i m a t e d  58 eneyy xrcops  k i l l e d ' o r ,  s t r a f i n g  runs.  
This  concluded a p e r i o d  i n  t.7hi.sk.i intensive des t r : i c t ion  was wrought; 
upcn enemy i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  t-anspo;-%atign and corrmunicat5on. sys tems,  

Due t o  t h e  l i m i t e d  number o f  a i r p l a n e s ,  
\ .  

~ 

3 1  January - 96 S o r t i e s ,  

%suppl ies  and t r o o p s ,  



\ a. 20IWi GUNS 
I 

The performance of t h e  20!'2f gun throughout  t h e  A i r  Grou 
been e x c e l l e n t .  The maintenance Drocedures as  o u t l i n e d  in-CP 1910 
a r e  be ing  used and have Droven e f f e c t i v e .  
have been a s  low a s  300 below ze ro  w i t h  no ill e f f e c t s  uDon t h e  
ope ra t ion  o f  t h e  2@1"3i puns, The c o l d  w e a t h m  l u b r i c s n t s  have made 
a marked i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  e f f i c i e n c y .  

ODerating t empera tu res  

Breakage of breech  b lock  l o c k s ,  b reech  b lock  s l i d e s ,  and 
, magazine s l i d e  back p l a t e  screws h a s  occurred  i n  some 201Y guns 

i n s t a l l e d  on t h e  F9F-2 which have f i r e d  8 t o  10 thousand rounds. 
However, r e p l a c i n g  b reech  b lock  l o c k s  and s l i d e s  a f t e r  every .25 
tho2Jsand rounds and making r o u t i n e  checks a f t e r  every  6 hundred 
was held stopDages t o  a minimum, Faur e x t r a  guns were main ta ined  
i n  a ready s t a t e  by both  j e t  squadrons t o  reTslace broken guns i n  
re turn i f ig  a i r c r a f t  en s h o r t  n o t i c e .  Fonr a d d i t i o n a l  guns were 
maintained t o  ? e m i t  exckaEging o f  an e n t i r e  gun assembly on t h e  
f l i g h t  deck when guns were due f o r  r o u t i n e  cheok, T h i s  procedure  
pe rmi t t ed  work t o  be done on t h e  Tuns on  t h e  hangar deok a r  i n  a 
s h e l t e r e d  armory away from t h e  co ld  weather ,  

o c c x r e d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  a broken b r e e c h  block l o c k i n g  s e a r  
p a r t i a l l y  jarr,ming t h e  gun b e f o r e  t h e  l o c k i n g  sear had baen ennaged 
and a f t e r  a f a i l u r e  of a i r  p r e s s u r e  wh i l e  t a x i i n g  o u t  o f  *he 
a r r e s t i n g  g e a r  a f t e r  an a r r e s t e d  l a n d i n g ,  

One a c c i d e n t a l  f i r i r g  o f  an F2H-2 20l-X gun on t h e  f l i F h 3  deck 

A new tyDe D l a s t i c  muzzle cover  i s  now be ing  used t o  e l i m i n a t e  
mois ture  e n t e r i n g  t h e  muzzle, An a p r s c i a b l e  dec rease  i n  broken 
gun p a r t s  has  been noted .  S t r e s s  cn s h s r t  b u r s t s  o f  f i r e  r a t h e r  
t h a n  extended f i r i n g ,  has  kelDed dec re?se  gun t r o u b l e s ,  

b ,  BOIBS 

Cons iderabl?  t r o u b l e  has  been encounfered w i t h  t h e  P'TK 55  bomb 
rack du r ing  co ld  weather  o p e r a t i o n s ,  I "o is ture  c o l l e c t s  i n  t h e  
r e l e a s e  s o l e n a i d  and f r e e z e s  wi%h a r e s u l t a n t  i noDera t ive  r ack  
and hung boxb, T h i s  ma l func t ion  was e s p e c i a l l y  Drevalen t  t h e  
first, f l i g h t ,  a f t e r  a nsn-oDerating day arid occlirred m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  
i n  r a c k s  mounfed on t h e  st&bc.:rd wing where t h e  e p e n i r g s  on t h e  
r a c k  ware up when t h e  wirqs wt2r-3 fo lded .  T h i s  oroblem has  been 
solved by clear, ing th=2 r e l e a s e  s o l e n o i d  Dlunger 3nd l u b r i c a t i n ?  
tk-e c o r e  o f  t,k& so l eno id  w i t h  cold weathsr  g r e a s e  D r e s c r i b x l  i n  
OXL G V 1 8 - 5 1  f o r  f eed  rriechanism 1TLbrioaticn and t h e  otkizr noving 
p a r t s  of  t h e  r ack  w i t h  E-51 g m  cil. 
caused by f rozen  r e l e a s e  so1er:oids could+.be dropned by keeping 
t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  c i r c u i t  t o  t ha  r a c k  zlt?ssd UD 30  t v o  minutes  
tha reby  g e n a r a t i n g  k2a t  i n  t h e  soler:oid t o  melt t h z  i c e ,  

It was founcl. t tat ,  hung borribs 



7T f u z e s  have been used on 2000 Dound G.P:.bornbs for f l a k  
s u p p r s s s i o n  m i s s i o n s .  Ths T-91  fuze  h a s  g i v e n  e x c e l l e n t  r e s u l t s  
bu t  t h s  T-9P f k z e  h a s  po t  3e r fo -med  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .  

Sway b r a c e s  f o r  t h e  fX 55 bomb r a c k  i n s t a l l e d  on t h e  FgF-2, . 
a f t s r  b e i n g  r m d i f i e d  have  g i v e n  s a t i s f a c t o r y  s e r v i c e  unde r  h-Cavy 
usage of t hc  250 cound G.P. barb. Tke r n o d i f i c 3 t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  o f  
we ld ing  D i e c e s  of s+,oyk skaped t o  t k e  c u r v a t u s  o f  ths 250 Dound 
G.P. bomb t o  t h e  o r i t l i n a l  sway b r a c z s ,  t h e r e b y  Drodcicing a longer, 
mar? e f f e c t f i v e  sway b r a c e .  

i s  m o d e r a t s l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  
i n  r e l y a s i n g  500 Dound G.F. bombs at h igh  sDseds.  
were a t  speeds  o f  375 30 &50 k n o t s ,  
s h i p  h t  a s  h i g h  a s  2% of those c a r r i e d  would r e l e a s e  o n l y  a t  
s lowar  speeds .  
r 2 l e a s e d  i n  a r u n  i f  a s l i g h t  r i s g a t i v e  5’G7y f o r c e  was aDpl i ed  a t  
t h e  mcment o f  r e l e a s e .  I+, aDgears t h a t  %he r e l e a s i n g  so‘ancid 
might riot be  strong enough t o  D r g p 3 r l y  r e l e a s e  500 Dound bombs 
a t  h i g h  speeds .  
cn deck  and  wsr:! found t o  fu r , c t ion  w r m a l l y  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  
each  f l i g h t .  

~ 

%I The A t r o  14 A borr.b and  r o c k e t  l a u n c h e r  i n s t a l l z d  on t h e  F2H-2 
3en-:a’;ed d i f f i c x l t y  was e x r , e r i m c e d  

I’iost f a i l u r e s  
No ho&s w?re r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  

It  was found t h t  t h s  boxb co:rld u s u a l l y  be  

A11 l a u n c h e r s  werz checked f o r  r e l e a s i n g  a c t i o n  

\ 

\ .  
c ,  RCCKZTS 

Rocket  D i g t a i l s  s t i l l  b r e a k  b u t  t o  l e s s e n  t h i s  t r o u b l e  on t h e  
F2H-2 a n  added b r a c k e t  was b u i l t  and i n s t a l l t d  on t h e  four oiit-  
board l a u n c h c r s  w i t h  n o f c h e s  t o  sh i r ,  t h e  D i g t a i l  a f t e r  t h e  D i g -  
t a i l  was Dlugged i n ,  

. 

/ 

z. 
c 





I: SSTROYPD 
G7C : ;AX : TOTAL 

+ These f i g u r e s  inc lude  on ly  t a r g e t s  -oosi%ively i d e n t i f i e d  ar,d the 
ac ’cx l  damaged observed. Unobserved damage or u n i d e n t i f i e d  %ar- 
g e t s  are not  t a b u l a t e d .  

# Br idges  w i t h  a t  l e a s  e complete break  are counted as 
I 

DarTlages where tracks broken or c r a t e r e  
c u t s  

NOTE : D Z C Z X B E R  COLTJM 26 DEC - 3 1  DX 
J 4 U ; I F . Y  COLUMN 1 J A N  - 31 J A N  



I S e r i a l  06-52 DEcLASslnEs 2 F e b r u a r y  1952 . 

P-I-ZRT I V .  D-Q'IAGE 

b ,  DANAGE T O  O'Qi 

n 
I1 

VF-51 

12-29-51 FgF-2 B u l l e t  Ho les  30 CaL 

VF-53 

B u l l e t  Holes 
B u l l e t  Xoles 
B u l l e t  Holes 
F l a k  Holes 

50 c a l .  
2 ON? 1 
50 c a l ,  
TJr, kr; own 

12-30-51 F4U-4B 
12-30-51 F4U-4B 
12-3 0-5 1 F4U-4E 
12-30-51 FkU-kB 

VF-54 

12-29-51 2 -4 
12-30-51 A c -j 
12-30-51 OE-4 
1 2  -3 0-51 -43-4L 
1 2 -3 0.- 5 1 xn-L+. 

B u l l e t  Ho les  50 c a l .  
F l a k  Holes ' 3 T X  I 
B i l l l e t  3 o l e  s 50 c a l .  
F l a k  H d e s  3 7 9 1  T 
B u l l e t  E o l e s  30 c a l ,  

A I L  

I '  

,i 

1-1-52 
1-2-52 
1-2-52 
1-3-52 
1-5.-52 
1-6-52 

F9F-2 
F5F-2 
F9F-2 
F9F-2 

F9F-2 

F9F-2B 
FgF-2B 
FgF-%B 
F9F-2B 

F9F-%B ' 

FgF-2B 
F9F-2 

~ 9 ~ - 2  

F ~ F - Z  

B u l l e t  Fioles 12,7IIVI k 
B u l l e t  H o l e s  12,pDI 3 
Bullet f lo l e s  Unknown 
B u l l e t  H o l e s  20NP.1 
F l a k  S o l e s  &or ar 
P l a n e  c r a s h e d  t o  e a r t h ,  Unknown Auto 
Zxnloded on i rmac t .  
B u l l e t  H a l e s  8" A 
S u l l e t  Roles 30 c a l ,  D 
B u l l e t  Ho les  91m A 
B u l l e t  Koies  9rr: .A 
B u l l e t  Holes 1 2 , 7 "  I) 
Bul l e t  Eo le  s 20194 T 
B y i l l e t  Ho les  2 Ob,i?~.! T 
Plaxe c rashed  w i % h  Pilot. Vnknown 
B e l i e v e d  o r o j e c t i l e  h i t  
main f u e l  line t o  e n g i n e .  
BQl le+ ,  Holes  12.7rCI4 A 
B n l l e t  i i o l e s  25 cal. A & 

Bullet !-Ioles ' 12.7IIpLM 4 
B u l l e t  ELle s 12'7PJ;M A 

* Bonb 91as% 

,12 

1-11-52 
1-13-52 
1-15-52 
1-15-52 

/ , 1-19-52 
1-19-52 
1-22-52 
1-26-52 

1-27-52 
1-27-52 

~ 9 ~ - 2  
F9F-2 

1-29-52 
1-29-52 ,. . 

. r  



"UXTE 

1-2-52 
1-2-52 

1-5-52 
1-6-52 
1-6-52 
1-6-52 
1-2-52 
14-52 
1-11-52 
1-13-52 
1-21-52 
1-22-52 

1-22-52 

1-22-52 
1-27-52 
1-29-52 

1-5-52 
1-6-52 
1-6-42 
1-6-52 
1-8-52 
1-t?-52 
1-8-52 
1-9-52 
1-9-52 
1-3-52 
1-9-52 

1-11-52 
L-11-52 

1-12-52 
1-12-52 



(b 
b .  

4 q7 

Serial 06-52 

2 F e S r m r y  1 9 5 2  
I 

2- 

' jF-5k 
1 

I INFLICT7:C\ BY q P E  A/C D 'Lx;Gz -. B i'?E - 
1-13-52 AC-2 B u l l e t  Holes 30 c a l .  / A  
1-13-52 rin-2 5-;l let  h i e s  2 OP.2T 
1-13-52 :in -I, L Bullet F o l e s  30 s a l ,  .i 
1-13-52 Ar! -4 S u l l e + ,  Go1 e s 30 c a l .  ,1 
1-15-52 -a? -4NL Bullet exYlo2e.j. i n  f e e d  2PililTil 

rceGhanisrii s t a r % i z g  small 
f i r e ,  

1-15-52 .13-2 B u l l e t ?  Ecles 50 >A 

1-15-52 d 3 - 4 - E3ullet I b l e s  50 :al. A a 
1-45-52 ;i=-3 , t / ~  h i t  t n  eng ine  r e sL ; l t i ng  

in cQxpl$+,e  loss or' oil, 
?on:rolled iar,ding zade i n  

? 

Ycnsan, Htirbcr , '1 i: n k ri o ~ m  
1-16-52 r13-4L B u l l e t  Hclss  3(3 c a l .  
1-16-52 A.9-4 3 BLlllet Ho les  30  c a l ,  
1-16 -5 2 -'i F -4 L Cer.ts i n  S t w b o a r d  wixg ?O cal, A 
1-16-52 AL7-4L Bullet R o l e s  3 0  c a l ,  
1-16-52 AD-4 , B u l l e $  Holes 30 a, 
1-18-52 .!S-4 Flak H o l e s  37TTT, F 
1-21-52 AG-i$L BTi l l e t ,  :ole s 5Q c a l ,  A 
1-21-52 ' A D -3 E u l l e t  Iiolle s 50 c a l ,  A 
1-21-52 ,YC-4. Bl .d l e t ,  Holes 30 c a l .  A 

Shell hit eng '  and' ex- 2OX!i E 
p loded  on con 
d"i tche4,  

1 

1-21-52  ?a-4  Bull22 Hcies 30 (221. 

1-25-52 ,'\ c -3 Plar,e ditched i n  w a t e r  
1-23-52 AL-l+ Flak H o l e s  
1-26-52 2 - 3  E u l l e t  E o l e s  50 ca;. A 

1-3Ci-52 :,D-;: Plane d i t c h e d  in water 

c 

1-2'7-52 A;DLf+L - B u l l e t  E c l e s  2om: A 
1-27-52 -15-3 Bullet Xoles 39 cal, .'i 

1-2-52 F;?H-2 ' 
1-3-52 F2H-2 Rulle', Kolc s 
1-6-52 ' FT,i!-2 F l a k  PoOlc~s 

FZH-3, Bull2.,t k!oles 20T34 E 
88IllN ef 30 cal. X 

1-6-52 

!+9IiT4 E 
=. 



0 
I -.  

C1T’E 

1-12-52 
1-15-53. 
1-19-52  

1 

1-21-52 
1-21-52  
1-26 - 5 2 
1-27-52 

. 
.c Lh-2 
F2E-2’ 

2 February  1 9 5 %  

I 



a. OF'FIC3:R 

A t  t h 3  end o f  four ( 4 )  n?riGd,s of o p s r a t i Q n s  i n  tlicl? -,ombaS 
a r e a ,  t h e  p i l o t  f ' ac tor  of 1.5 for squadrons  d a l o y z d  i s  b z l i z v c d ,  
t o  be r e a l i s t i c  i n  view of  ths l o s s e s  s u s t a i n e d  and the aver?.ge 
nurribsr of s c r t i e s  r e y c i r z d  by c u r r e n t  o D a r a t i n g  Dlans. At t h i s  
p o i n t ,  a d d i t i o n a l  l o s s e s  izmiild i n  a l l  p r o k a b i l i % y  n e c e s s i t a t e  
%Le raq>Jirerriznt o f  rzglacsKe:i t  pilots, which w01:ld be  c o n s i d e r s 3  
u n d e s i r a b l e  i n  view cf t h s  t i m ?  r e o x i r e d  t o  i n t 2 g r a 2 z  n2w n i l o t s  
i n t o  tk,e t e a n s  sf t h e  squzdrons .  It i s  s t r 3 n g l y  reccrnmccded t h a t  
t h e  1.5 u i l o t  factor r z a a i n  i n  a f f , ? c t  f o r  311 sqaadrons i n  
order t h a t  s u s t a i n 2 d  o p e r a t i o n a l  cQmmittments nay be z e t .  

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a krcak6own of coxb2.t; D i i a t  c 2 s x a l t i c s  
s u f f 2 r z d  by Air S r g u D  d l i r i r g  t h e  G T r i o 6  2 2  Auy~sC, 1951 t o  
31 Janua ry  1952; 

CVG-5 S t a f f  
VF*- 5 1 
IiF.-172 

0 
0 

TG3'iL 22 

+ Gne (1) o f f i c e r  t r a n s f e r r e d  for d i s c h x g e ,  

7: Tkire3e ( 3 )  r2olacement p i l o t s  r m o r f ,  i n  EecemQer 1951. 
# Change o f  t e a n s  Gffscteci  wi3k f i v e  ( 5 )  r . z D o r t i n g .  

I 

:::;:: . h e  (1) o f f i c a r  AT-45 FXS5on SETEN, San Z i e g o ,  

ti ' I  

C .  

Ttie Air Group mf'fer2d t h z  folle:.;inr?. c a s u a l t i z s  dcr ine :  t k i s  

z1 



I!ajor F r 3 n c i s  Norrrian I::COLLI'iI, ,632521, TJ3.L-F) 7F-1'72. 
- + i r e r a f t  h i t  by a n t i - a i r c r z f t  f i r?  d u r i n g  s t r z f i n e ;  ruT;, 
c r a s h e d  and burned ,  K i l l s d  i n  a c t i o n  on 1'3 Janua ry  1352, 

LTJG Lsonard Ray C H Z S X z 3 ,  496751/1315, U7!'R, VF-51,. 

i n  Wscsan Harbor ,  e j s c t i o n  ssat  az tu253d  a+, a b o u t  100 t o  - 
200 f e e t ,  

\ A i r c r a f t  h i t  by a n t i - a i r c r a f t  f i r? ,  G'ilring d i t c h i n g  p r o c e s s  

32arch provzd f r u i t l e s s , .  Ki11-3 on 26 J a n u a r y  1952, 

-XT S ' L h - 2  X*.CG;?\:1T\iD :T'IGFTS 

T b  s t r e n u o u s  o D e r a t i  C en5ly  conduc2sd i 
tr-ernendous demands upon f l y i n g  pcrsocr ia l .  
'Qorld Var I1 c p c r a t i o n s  wtan Task F c r z z s  c r - J i s e d  c o n t i n u a l l y ,  

s t r i k z s  a g a i n s t  h i s  f o r c z s  and i n s z a l l a t i o n s  f c r  r , : r iods o f  
s h o r t  durat ior? ,  docs  n o t  h o l d  i n  t h e  Yorcan Thea+,re ,  C u e - t o  
t h e  l a c k  cf eneny o p p o s i t i c n  cjff the c o a s t  o f  Korea,  Task 
F o r c e  3LV:KTY <ZE'JEIf i s  a b l e  t o  r-mairl c o n t i n u o u s l y  w i t h i n  

' 

s t r i k i n g  rangetof  anemy forcas arid i n s t a l l a t i o n s ;  t h u s ,  t h s  
Navy's air w ? r  can b-c?, and i s ,  c a r r i e d  t o  t,he mamy slmst a t  
will and p s r s i s t e n t l y .  

S u r  r 2 n t  oc 2 r a. f i cg o 1 an s -- r 3 q u  i 1- e c- ,'t z 
!=ir GrolJp t o  remain x i t , k -  Task Force  5 3  
of about  30 days r-3 bvith an a v a i l s b i l  

Ths c o n c e p t  . o f  

~ seek icg -o> l t  t h z  enzrny and, t h e n ,  m k h g  a l l - o u t  e f f o r t s  i n  

I 10 d a y s ,  iJ,S.a. ttd Slokoscka on 26 Cleccrnber 
2.2VZF 3n 28 December 1951. 

=o-n.menc,.d for t h ~ i  f c w t h  
0 2 ,  tbLk? $ell-tale e f f z c t s  

, -2 

I 1 J  

. .  ' 
i 



WTS , - A N D  3 CC ND.~TIONS (Cont  t d )  
, 

day o f  op?rat’,ions sndcd on $1. Janua ry  1952 a f + , a r  37 d a y s  o u t  
o f  port and iTcombat f a t i g u e i F  was aQparen5  i n  varyine;  degrees  
among a D a r c s n ~ a ~ s  of; t h e  D i l o t s .  

p z r i o d  22 AUFLS% 1451 to 3 1  Jarizary 1952 is 56 sorties D f - r  
~ l l o t ,  w i t h  F i g k t m  Squadrcn FIFTY Y‘F%EE avsrag ing  66 sor:ies 
3 2 r  p i l o t . .  

6 d3yS i:i p o r t  ax5 4 days snrCi.;C,??, i s  b a l i 2 v s d  t o  be ootirmm, 
Th? n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t  o f  l a n g z r  p s r i c d s  3r3 considerEd t o  h v e  
d e t r i m e n t a l  a f f e c t s ,  to%h Dhys iza i  ar,d F s y c k o l o g i c a l ,  on t h e  

g rourded .  

r- i he  avzr2.ga nT;niber of  sorfuies f o r  the -Air G r o x D  f o r  %ha  

I n  view o f  thd a b o - ~ d ,  m oper.,”,on D i r i o d  of 21 d a y s ,  w i t h  

f l y i n g  pc r so rne l ,  w i t k ;  a high w c t a b i l i t y  of mmy t?cing %b 

. . . .  

.‘ 
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CVG5/ . 'd6-13/ (  c f c  ) 
S e r i a l  06-52 

,f 

2 Februa ry  1952 
\ 



DECLASSIFIED 
2 February 1952 

\ 

No Cornnents 

Al tkough  311 TZ-71 baroxe",ic wit ane ro id  shaft,s i n  
F9F-2s were c l o s e l y  inspez te i i  arid c i l e d  p r i o r  t o  corrnencipg 
J p e r z t i o n s  c n  2@ Cecex'rer, ?any ir,star:ces o f  a r -e rs id  shafi; 
s e i z u r e  cc\ntin.;ed 30 o c c z r r -  Af t e r  f i f t e e n  days c f  o p e r a t i n g ,  
a l l  shafts were ir?spez%ed and f o x k  x e r e  found t o  be f r o z e n ,  
Engines a g a i n  ka-fe been checked, a l l  shaf2s renoved ,  clear,eci, 
ar,d coa ted  w i t h  Fi:olybder,um 3isi.i,lf i d e  X l i c .  2 S i J Z f  i z i e n t  t ime 
has  no+, elaDsed s i n c e  t h e  I : c l y z o a t  k;as keen applied 2nd 
ace-;rate inforin :+,ion a s  20 i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  c r e v e n t  r e - a c e w r -  
ence rf  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i s  ~ 3 %  ye2 a v a i l a b l e ,  Tump surgir,g 
a s  repr ; r f ,e i  i n  tk-e l a s 5  a c t i c n  reorJrt %as been v i r % u a l l y  
3liminate.l  by c a r e f u l  and punz+,:lal c l e a n i n g  o f  t k e  f c e l  o u q  
f i l t e r s +  However, t h e  lack cf r e s l a z e c e n t  s e s l s  and f i l t e r s  
i s  h2ginning t a  c5i:se i z t e r n a l  l e a k s  which e;.eiituzllly w i L 1  
c e c e s s i t a t e  purio reDlacernen3, 



- EECLASSIFIED CVG5/X16-? " ' 
S e r i ;  

2 February 1952 

FA3T VIII. I?'iATE3lIAL 

For t h e  F2H-?s, t h e  l a c k  6€ g a i n  l and ing  g e a r  whe2ls i s  
beceming c r i t i c a l ,  At Di-esent seven ( 7 )  wheels a r e  annroaching / 

t h e  s a f e t y  l i m i t s  and ,  i f  new wheels  a r e  nDt r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  
pea r  f u t u r e ,  it i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t he  F2R-2s w i l l  become AOS.  

r u e  t o  t h e  l a r g e  number of h i t s  by a n t i - a i r c r a f t  f i r e ,  and /' 
t h e  t y p e  cf r o D a i r  necessa ry  tc r e p a i r  t h e  damage, l a c k  o f  
%he mcre c o x i o n  meta l  e x t r s s i o r , s  i s  becoming aDparent ,  Ks 
ext i+Jsicns comcion t o  the F2E-2s a r e  i:i s t o - k  a t  p r e s e n t  arid 
it i s  reczmnended % k a t  a sf,ock o f  e x 5 r u s i i n s  be K,aint,airled 
aboard s h i p  szch  +,hat more s t r u s t c r a l  r e c a i r s  5zr-i be accorri.p- 
l i s h e d  the reby  r eeuc ing  t h e  n m b e r  o f  s t r -Gc%mal  r e p l z z e c e n t s  

_ *  

RE! c e s s a r y  , 

, 



Frcm: Cmxnander Ca r r i e r  Air Group FIVE 
To: Commanding O f f i c e r ,  U.S,S..-ESSEX ( C V - 9 )  

Subj :  A c t i o n  Repor t  o f  Ca r r i e r  A i r  Group FIE (21 Februa ry  1952 - 
5 March 1’352) 

Ref:  ( a )  CpNav I n s t r u c t i c n  2480.1 
( b )  CinCPacFlt  I n s t r u c t i o n  3480.1 

1. 
i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  .Qctiion R e m r t  o f  U.S.S. E S S U  i~V-9) ;?xi: t h e  
d i v i s i o n  of d a t a  between c a l e n d a r  months i s  s’covin in cmm!,i;;i:lce 
x i t h  r e f e r e n c e  ( b )  . 

T h i s  report i s  s sbmi t t ed  i n  c o n p l i a n c e  xi tn  r e f c r e x c e  ( a )  f o r  

- 1 -  pj,... 



. I  

Anti-Scbmarine- and  Combat - 4 i r  P a t r o l s  were maintained dur -  
i n g  a l l  d a y l i g h t  hour?  over  our cwn f o r c e s  when weather  c o n d i t i o n s  , 

p e r m i t t e d ,  

P'lilT 11: CPBOXCL3GY 

I 

While in-  p.art Dersonnel were encouraged t o  s t i l i z e  t h e  
f a c i l i t i e s  a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e s t - ca ims ,  and cve r  f i f t y  pe rcen t  of  t h e  
e n l i s t e d  men and g f f i e e r s  were a b l e  t o  t ake  adsrlntage or' t h e s e  
camps. 

3. 

On 18 February ,  depa r t ed  Yckcsl-ika for t h e  o c e r a t i n g  area.  

On 19 February,  th?e A i r  Group c o n d x t e d  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  

On 2 0  February,  f o r t y - f i v e  ( 4 5 )  t r a i n i n g  s o r t i e s  were f l o q .  

On 2 1  February,  t h e  A i r  Group f l e w  e i g h t y - f i v e  ( e5 )  combat 
s o r t i e s .  LTJG F. S .  JUTRAS, VF-54, was shot  down by a n t i - a i r c r : J f t  
f ir& whi l e  making a bombing run  i n  an An-4. He was a b l e  t o  make a 
c o n t r o l l e d  water  l a n d i n g  and was n i cked  UP by a d e s t r o y e r  a lmost  
imxedia te ly .  LTJG J U T R A S  r e c e i v e d  a s t r a i n e d  back. LTZG F. G ,  
GYRGEN, VF-53, w a s  k i l l e d  when h i s  F4U crashed  i n t o  t h e  sea  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r .  e n t e r i n g  a .snow storm whi le  e s c o r t i n g  a b a t t l e  
damaged AD, 

o p e r a t i o n s ,  T h i r t y - t h e e  ( 3 3 )  s o r t i e s  were f lcwn.  

Dwing t h e  day, t h e  A i r  Grour, c u t  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  i n  
33 p l a c e s ,  6 t r u c k s  were d e s t r o y e d ,  11 b u i l d i n g s  des t royed ,  
1 b a r r a c k s  a r e a  burr:ed, 25 r a i l r o a d  cars des t royed  and 25 were 
damaged, 

On 22 February,  t h e  grouz, flew e ight -one  ($1) s o r t i e s  and lost 
one a i r c r a f t .  
a f t e r  take-of f  and was ufiable t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h  
lost power and LT P i U N C I E  made a wa te r  l a n d i n g  
u n i n j u r e d  by a h e l i c o p t e r  w i t h i n  3 m i m t e s  a f t e r  e n t e r i n g  t h e  wate 
D u r i n g - t h e  day,  5 2  r a i l  c u t s  
b r i d g e  badly  damaged'. 

LT ?V., B. I?UfiTCIE, VF-54,- l o s t  o i l  n r e s s u r e  s h o r t l y  
h i D *  The p lane  
ze was recovered  

'e made, 6 b u i l d i n g s  des t royed  and 1 



Kerning s t r ike  grouDs were d i v e r t e d  to t h e  t r a i n  and t h e  final 
r e p o r t  r s a d :  40 c a r s  des t royed ,  2 locomotives  des t royed ,  and 5 c a r s  
h e a v i l y  damaged, 
were s e t  on f i r e ,  13 b u i l d i n g s  were l e f t  burn ing  an3 1 warehouse 
was s e t  on f i r e .  

Ra i l road  t r a c k s  were cut i n  15 Dlaces ,  2 t r u c k s  

Cn 26 February,  f o u l  weathzr  14a.5 encccntered  and Liie f o r c e  

OR 27 February,  t h e  grour, flew e i g h t p s e v e n  \ ' R ' l )  s o r t i e s .  The 

r e t i r e d  t o  r e ~ l e n i s h .  

days?  t a l l y  showed 82 m a l l  b o a t s  destroyed a:id 63 daragei',, 24 b o a t s  

;:::?g7) t rv l cks  r e c e i v e d  hea7"y damage, 1g b u i l d i c g s  were s e t  03 
f i r e ,  !+ b r i d g e s  were knock2d o s t  and  r a i l r c a d  tracks were c u t  i n  
27 p l a c e s .  

*-, f r o m  40 f e e t  t:, 80 fee', weye des t royed  and 3 dzmaged, . 

On 2t? February ,  weather  c o n d i t i o n s  caused d i v e r s i o n  of  t k e  
p l a n e s  frcm pr imary  t a r g e t , s ;  i;m--ever, e i g k t y - f i v e  (85) s o r t i e s  w L l d  
i'lown, Railroad t r a c k s  were c ~ t  i n  25 p l a c e s ,  11 t . r u c k s  were 
des t royed  and ,l+ damaged. Thircy-two ( 3 2 )  m a l l  b c a t s  were des t royed  , 

and 25 were b a d l y  damaged. Thi r ty -e igk t  ( 3 8 )  k4uildings wsre s e t  on 
f i r z .  

r, 1 March, tke f o r c e  r e t i r e 6  t o  reo len ish ' ,  



12 March 1952 

On 5 March, t h e  f o r c e  r e t i  c r a f t  w s r e  
USS ESSEX 

to r e 9 l e n  
, t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  USS VALLZY FOXE and USS ANTIZ,TA€>'I. 

headed s o u t h  o u t  o f t h e  Sea o f  J apan  f o r  
Yokosuka. 

th? Uni ted  S t a t e s  v i a  

PART 111: ORDNANCE 

a. 2011I" GUNS 

Cur ing  t h e  p a s t  o o z r a t i n g  uc;riod, f u n c t i o n i n g  of  a l l  
ordnance  z q u i p n e n t  h a s  been s a t i s f a c t o r y .  
a f e w  i n s t a n c e s  i s  b e l i e v e d  t,o be caused  by wzakensd czeds r  
mechanisms. A t e n t a t i v e  r zm,dy  f o r  t h i s  d e f z c t  i s  th,: ch,nzking 
of t h e  f e e d e r  mechanisms w i t h  a +,orque vzench  a f t e r  L?CU rounds  
of f i r i n g  and a t  any  o t h 3 r  t i m e  whsn a w.zaicn~ss i s  sL;sr;ected, 
a fezder- mschanism w i l l  nc t  g i v e  a t  l e a s t  85$ of  $he r e q u i r e d  
t e n s i c n ,  it is  r S q l a c e 3 .  

Some erra$i:: f i r i n g  i n  

If 
m. 

I n  comoiiance wi%h STF-77's r s s t r i r 3 t e d  d i s o a t c h  @ll33$Z 
of J anxa ry  1952, a thoroGgh w i n t z r i z a t i o n  z r e a t m e n t  was g i v e n  a l l  
?"iK 5 5  bcnb r a c k s .  A c o l i c y  o f  h c a t i n g  s o l e n o i d s  f o r  one and  one- 
h a l f  t o  two minu tes  timing e a c h  f l i F ; k ; t  was a d c c t e d  i n  t h e  F9F 
squadron.  

c .  ROCKETS 

Rocket  p i g t a i l s  c o n t i n x e  t o  b r e a k  on j e t  t y p e  a i r c r a f t ;  

. 



d. ORDNANCE EXPENGITEiES 

F2H-2 
M U N I T I O N S  : FEB : MAR : TOTAL : FEB : MAR ,: TOTAL : 

2000# GP 
lOOO# GP : 

500# GP : 8 : 
250# GP : 250 : $0 I loof: GP 
2606 FRAG. 
350 GB 

5" ATAFl 
5 I s  HVAR 

3.25 SX 
NAPALU $ 

. . .. ,. .. '. 
t f  : 40: -- : 40 

330 : 2C8 : $6 : 304 
186 : 111 : 48.: 159 

28 : . 
I 3 2  : 16 : 4 8 .  
: 126 : 36 : 162 

. *  

. .  
36760 I?7330~11700:  &CgO?O 

F45-4E & Fk'J-5NL m - 4  & AZ-&lJL 
MUNITIO1JS : FEB : 1Y.E : TCC;;AL : FEB : K4Ei : TOTAL : -- 

2000# GP : . : 9 :  2 5 :  34 : 
lOOO# GP : 30 : 24 : 54. : 299 : 2.9 : , 1 2 8  : 

500# GP : 73 : 2 : '75 : 
25O# GP : 453 : 152 : 605 : &!+6 : 150 : 996 : 
l O O #  GP : 202 : 63 : 265 : 290 : 100 : 390 : . 260# FKAG : 60 : : 60 : ? -3 

20~0," GI? : 9 : 25 : 34- : 

500# GF : 1 2 1  : 2 : 123 : 
loo@# G P  : 329 : 53 : 382 : 

250# GP :1757, : k78 : 2235 : 
lCO# GF : 719 : 2e1 .: 1003 : 
26G# FRAG : 88 : 

$ Dexotes pcuxds o f  Napalm 



a 

TANKS 

IV. Dkl IAGE 

D A i U G E  TO 3 
F E B  : IJIAR : T O T A L  

- .!L 4 
26 T R U C K S  

C A R S  
L O  C 0140T IVE S 
OXCARTS 
H I G F V A Y  B R I D G E S  
SUPPLY DUMPS 
FA CTCR I E  S 
WAREHOUSES 
BAXRACKS eC R U I L D I K G S  
GUN Ef.IPLACEE;CENT 3 
O X E N  
V I L L A G E S  
BOATS & 3Ai4FANS 
p@WEii. IKSTALL4.T I O N S  
pUNI<ZRS & REVETIIIENTS 
R A I L R O A D  YAF~DS 
R A I L R O A D  T R A C K S  
R A I L R O A D  C:iR3 
FlAILROAD BZIGGES 
TROOPS K I L L 3  
RA I L R O A P  
COI~DL4ND P O S T  

BY - F A S  SE S 

TRANSFORI\IISR STAT ION 

17 9 
2 
10 2 

8 23 
3 

4 4 
2 

- 
- 

- NOTE: FEB C O L U D ~  23 FEB - 29 FEB 
. YAR COLUF'IN 1 MAR - 5 iSUR 

2 
1 2  
3 1  

3 
8 
2 

94 
3 
1 

299 

1 
23 
50 

E! 

2 
1 
1 

- 

- 

- - 

- 

D E S T R O Y E D  
FER : MAR : T O T A L  

1 - 1 
5 3 5 .  - - 30 - 

3 1 4- 
14 3 17 

6 1 7 

3 
98 59 157 

- 3 

24 - 2-4 
1 - 1 

208 cuits 79 287 
b.5 4 49 



P-4RT IV:’ PAMAGE 

DATE 

1 2  March 1952 

b .I D.WIAGE TO G’:.TN AIRCRAFT 

VF-51 

2-22-52 
2-28-52 
2-2 G- 5 2 
2-28-52 
2-28-52 
3-2-52 
3-2-52 
3-4-52 

2-21-52 
2-22-52 
2-28-52 

TYPE A/G 

~ 9 ~ - 2  
F9F-2 
F9F-2 
F9F-2 
~ 9 ~ - 2  
~ 9 ~ - 2  

F ~ F - Z  
F9F-2 

2-21-52 AD-4 
2-21-52 AE-2 
2-21-52 -4P-4L 
2-21-52 0 - 3  
2-22-52 AD-4 

2-22-52 AD-2 
2-25-52 AD-LriL 
2-25-52 AP-3 
2-27-52 AE-4ML 
2-27-52 AD-3 
2-27-52 AD-3 
2-27-32 A.lj-L 
2-28-52 AD-3 
2-28-52 AD-3  
2-28-52 AD-4EL 
2-28-52 . ~ - L + N L  
2-29-52 -4D-3 

~ 

2-29-52 ac-3 
3-2-52 AC-3 

2-21-52 
2-27-52 

ra IAGE INFLICTYE BY 

F l a k  Ho les  12.7PD‘I A-T 
F l a k  gales 12,7131 0 
F l a k  ticles I L L  

F l a k  H o l z s  / i d  1 

F l a k  I ioles  12.7 5c p T ” 1  
Tr F l a k  Holes i L ? L  1 

F l a k  Holes  { - L  

Bullet 3cles  30 cal. C 

‘;?q 
rq-r - 

,>,->i 75,T 

‘7?il”r 1 

VF-53 

F l a n e  plunged into sea,  p i l c t  l c s t ,  
B u l l 2 t  H c l e s  c a l ,  
Bullet Holes 30 cal. 

VF-5 4 

c 

B3;llet Yoles 30 c a l ,  I; 
F l a k  Holes 37r11-x E 
F l a k  Holes 20I1VI I 
F l a k  Holes 201‘FI E 
Plane l c s t  a t  s e a ,  pile$ rescceci, 
F l ane  d i t c h e d  i n  water duz  to l o s s  
of o i l  D r r 3 s s w s .  
B u l l z t  Yoles  30 c a l ,  A . 
E u l l c t  ! Ioles  30 cal. A 
R r j l l e + ,  Zoles  30 c a l ,  A 
B u l l e t  Holes 30 c a l ,  A 
Sxllzt Z o l e s  30 c a l .  A 
Bullet Eoles 3 0  c a l .  A 
B u l l e t  Fo le s  30 c a l m  A 
B u l l s t  Iioles 30 ca l .  k 
F l a k  Z o l e s  2 GBCM 

. Buhle’s Holes  30 c a l .  A 
B u l l k t  Holes 30 ca l ,  A 
R u l l e t  Holes 30 c a l .  A 
B u l l . 2 t  !h ies  30 c a l .  A 
Bullet ,  Kcles 30 c a l ,  .4 

VF-172 

F2H-2 Bul l s+ ,  Eoic s 30 c a l ,  A 
F2H-2 Bullet Iiole s 30 c a l ,  A 



a. GENERAL 

I n  February,  t h e r e  w a s  a n  outbreak of an  a p p a r e n t l y  v i r u s  
t y p e  r e s o i r a t o r y ,  u a p z r  r e s D i r a t o r y ,  and g a s t r o - i n t e s t i n a l  epidemic.  
A cons ide rab le  number of  the p i l o t s  wer2 grounded and many e n l i s t e d  
men were a d m i t t s d  t o  t h e  s i c k  list o r  wsre tu rned- in  t o  t h e i r  own 
bunk. Th i s  was probably due i n  p a r t  t o  t h a  , f a t i g u e  of  +,he e n t l r e  
A i r  Group a f t e r  having worked long  hour s  for six (6) months.  

The v e n e r e a l  d i s e a s e  r a t e  h a s  been about l / 3  f o i -  ti5.s group 
and c r u i s e  a s  compared to previoKs s h i n s  and c r u i s e s ,  ?Pis i s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  due t o  an a l l - o u t  e f f o r t  t o  get t h e  %ordTi + L C  -;lie crew 
ar,d o f f i c e r s ,  

The problem of combat f a t i g u e  has  been a r e a l i t y  i n  t E i s  Air 
Group i n  .the l a s t  t w o  mqnths o f  o p c r s t i c n  and,  a t  the end o f  t h e  
f o w t h  pz r iod  which l a s t e d  f o r  f e r t y  ( 4 0 )  days ,  aboi;t PO$ o f  t h e  
p i l o t s  wcr(; showing vary ing  degrees of ccmbat f a t i g u e .  
p i l o t s  w z r c  admi t t ed  and seda ted  h e a v i l y  f o r  3 days whi le  4 o t h e r s  
were groupded f o r  2 to 4 days ar,6 m i l d l y  scda ted .  
o t h e r  p i l o t s  w s r z  under c l o s e  obs2 rva t ion  because o f  symDtoms of  
coinbat f a t i g u e ,  b u t  ware a b l e  t o  k2an f l y i n g .  
e n l i s t e d  men w?re admi t tad  w i t h  a n x i e t y  r e a c t i c n  and others were 
a s s igncd  t o  l e s s  dangEro?Ls j o b s  and m i i d l y  seda ted  d u r i n g  t h e  f o u r t h  
t o u r  , 

b 

Three ( 3 )  

Kumeroxs - . 

S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  

b. CASUALTITS 

The fo l lowing  c a s u a l t i e s  w z r e  sl;ffered by t h z  A i r  Grcup 
dur ing  t h i s  r e n o r t i n  

LTZG F r a n c i s  2/ , ZSD’R, VF-53. 
‘,Vihile Z s c c r t i r g  f l a k  daFaged a i r c r a f t  t o  f r i e n d l y  f i e l d ,  
e n t z r z d  snow sSorm sudder,ly a t  an  a1titl;ide o f  about  500 f t .  
Conmericed 18Go reversal, a ~ d  wcnt ilnto s + , e e ~  bank a n d .  
c rashed  in%o t h e  ssa i n  an inverf ,ed p c s i t i c n .  Killed cn 

’ 21 February 1952,  \ 

LTGG F r a n c i s  S. ,TTJTR.kS, j05293/1j15, USN, VF-54. 
Rzceiverl s t r a i n e 4  back a f t e r  d i t c h i n g  an AD which was h i t  
by a n t i - a i r c r a f t  f i r e  on 2 1  February 1952. 
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AVERAGE CCIVZBAT A E R A G E  CCTB.4T 
SQUA- TOTAL COMBAT HOURS HOUR "rR PILOT SORTIE 
GRON : FEB : MAR :TOTAL: FEB : MAR :TOTAL: FEB : 

'JF-51 : 201.0: 62,0:263.0f 11.1: 

VF-172: 213.4;. 64.7:278,1: 10.7: 

Vc-3 : 36.6: 6.6: 42.4: 12.7: 
T i n  - 
VCI  11 : 44.1; 14.8:  5e.9: 8 . g :  

vc-61 : 22 ,3 :  8.4: 30.7: 5.5: 
TOTAL 
AVER : 1222.6: 342.6: 155 .2 ;  11.5 : 

3.4: 13.8:  

3 . 2 :  13.9: 
5 .2 :  23.6: 

3 , l :  16.2: 

2.5: 14.5: 

1.5: 14.2: 

3.0: 11.8: 

2.1: 7.6: 

3.0: 14.5: 

6.7: 
7 . 0.: 

6.2: 

4.6; 

4.b: 

3.3: 

3 . k ;  

4.@: 

4.9: 

2.2 :  

2 2 ;  

1.8: 

1-1; 

1.C; 

,5? 
1.0: 

1.5: 

1.b: 

e.9: 

9 - 2 :  

8.0: 

5.7: 

5.4: 

3 A: 

4.4.: 
5.5: 

6,3: 

R 
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PART VI: OPERATIONS 

The f i f t h  combat Deriod for Carrier Air C r o w  Fit';: i n  the 
Korean o p e r a t i n g  area h a s  j u s t  been comp1etsd.i  The g roup  f l e w  9 
combat o p e r a t i n g  d a y s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  w i t h  a t o t a l  of 544- 
o f f e n s i v e  and 170 d e f e n s i v e  m i s s i o n s .  

O p e r a t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  o f  the Air GrouD have n o t  changad s i n c e  
t n e  l a s t  r z p o r t  w a s  s u b m i t t x i .  

commencing 23 August 1951 u n t i l  5 ? la rch  1952 t h e  fol lowir i ;  f i g u r e s  
a re  g i v e n :  

To summarize t h e  Air Grouz, o n e r a t j m s  f o r  +,he cornka3 ' ~ i ~ r  

T o t a l  Combat C p z r a t i n g  Days 94 

o i l o t  f o r  A i r  Grosjr) 66.8 
Average Cmbat S o r t  i z  D e r  

Avarage C m b a t  Fliakt Hour u 

m r  C r o D  p i l o t  
Aiverage Combat F l i g h t  Hour - 

p e r  j e t  p i l o t  
T o t a l  P i l o t  C a s u a l t i z s  

PA3T V I I :  

a. No 

PART V I I I :  

. a .  No 

178.1, 
116.4. 

24 
Combat Czsua l t  i e  s 13  
h e r a t i o n a l  Castlalt ies 5 
I n j u r e d  

comments. 

>LATER I A L 

comments. 

6 
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