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(
1. Operations agalnst I\Tor +h I’T\ore&n imras;.on forces were condt.cted by A:‘
Group FIVD om 18, 19, 22,725, 256, 28 and 29 of July as airected bJ Corutnder
- Carrisr Di"m .en TEREE in con:pllance wibn Comandez' Seventh l”lee Secrelt Op
_ Orders #iU and J.lc-50,. S . :
2+ Comment e d Recomr:endétionss'
_ .
@, Air Operations =

(1) For large . strikes on a definite target and for "armed reconmnise
sance" patrols the operation schedule. consigted of a complete
32~plane prop launebh twice a day wlth both flights omrﬁom by '
“two 8-plane waves of Jetss - |

For controlled close-support operations four sepurate three (3)
hour prop launches of l2-l6 aarcraft were scheduled pluas four
8-plene jet sweeps.. This kept ajrplanes over the target arca at
“intervals ‘of every other hour and a half throughout the day,
Two attack carviers, oaerating together cov..ld mz.ntam conti—mous
support over the target, - : : :

b Tacticg -

(1) Since no air opposition ﬁas'encépunter’éd aﬁd anti-aircraft fire
was, in geueral, light or non~oxistent, individual and repected '

(m LOSU‘REL (l




runs could be maﬁe o insure grqpner &gcuyggy énd rmore thorough
target destructlon.,é'j . E ‘;?*f_f e —,
(2% Eqrgetq 128-140 mﬁles away were_hitib jet uiIlSuODS flying at
: all simes beneath a 5000 foot ceiliugé JGoing in with 80% engine
i eh 3000_feat and, 210 tnots IAS sllowed 3&30 ibg. of fuel
5%:1l sboard waen reaching the target, Y680 1bs. Bf this uould
ue used over. the ta*get elthe“ by:” .

{a) ?8 m»nuueq o? *ont:nuoua ﬁtrawlng at 86%, or
(b) 18 mlﬁutes of hagh speed atrafing, or conbat, at 100%.

A return to the carrier at ?2%, 200 kta. IAS, 300 fest altitude
‘gave a landing reserve of 1000*1bs. of fuels

{7 Bzeouzz of tne orty spaed fair Ly flat straf:ng s were employed.
This allowed a longer slghting perxod W1ﬁhcu sacrificing any o
safety. L . ' e .

I(Q}'moderate success was obtalned by the prop planes agalnq* funnels _
and bridge abutments by skip bombing or mast head attacks with
© nonbs havﬁng a &ﬂ5 srcond de¢ay fuse. .

(5 ~“de reecina asaﬂce patrola md ground support work sre Lest
i controlled by using a fllght of no more than fou; planss to a
°elec ad target.

i {6)'At'times the shortage of VF-(props} for escort raguired that the
VA sguadron form its own cover. in a four division VA fligat,
two divisions are used as base element in a VA defense formation

, and the other two Fly cover. Tn a vires division fllght of VA
aircraftg one d;vi31on is the bass element and twe Iy cover.

Ce &nt:-Submarxne Patrol -

{1) For a more efflclent ASW attack teanm, 1t would be highly desirable
' to Rave TA(S) and V&(¥W) aircraft im the same unit. ' The different
investigator pilots and aircref i now being emmloyed guite ol “hen
lack the Bpeegialized $raining sud equpmgnt ﬁeeessarv for s SHESESEs o
ful hunter killer uactacs. o _ : ‘rf

{2) Since efflciency of ﬁhe raddr operator ;5 greatly reduaed after
two hours of operatiqn. flights should be 1im1ted to three hcurs
when practzcable.; :
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d., Aircraft Ordnanc.e -

(1) ™s following ordnmse and f‘uamg 15 (@onsiﬂered desirable for

the targets 1nd+cated-

© Tarzet Yespon T,
‘ (a) &/C on grﬁundl '20MM ;Tﬁ.
) A,’.G re%ettedf.. or Bom.bs.'.
persmunal -
{a} I@cémtivés. 2OI"IM and ro'c:.kelts
{4) 011 Cers __2§MH and rockets
" (e) Power Stations  20MM, rockets, small hombs_

(f£) Bridges 2000 pound (dive bomb)

Fac‘_l'-ari s Bombs

(e) .
' {u) BR Yards Boré*{s"and rockets
. Bombs
."201%1 and rockets | - \

" {1) Tunneis

(3) Vehicleg~trucks
'(k) Tanks | , Napalm and rockats (SAP)
(1) Boats | All ordnance

Ba Electrémcs Gountemasure -

1000 or 500 1 {skip bowmb )

vy
Ruse
T
©.025 ,
L5 sec, de)ay
_ .

Inst_a;lt_' or 025

(1) Enemy radar has been detected in several cases bu% since com*er-
measure transmitters are not yet available our Q" planas wers

unable to do any Jammflng.
fo Conmmlcatipns -

(1) The 4-digit

rtactical mission" voica call signs for mdlv*dml

aircraft as preseribed in section 7 o:E' JANAP 119(A) are unsgatis-

faetory due tos

(a) Awkwardness because of length»

(b) The diffieulty of quick asscciation of the call 'nth the

pilot or alrcraft.




. .- .

. A taIly-ho message mst be rapidl@-&nad& aﬂﬁmst *meds-a*F‘lY

' 'identify the sender, - Also in the case; of“operating with a Tact= .
tcal Air Coordinator in close support work simplicity and clarity e T
of cail signs between aireraft is impel tive, Use of side o
nimbers would be best for both the aﬁﬁxe exsmples and for all _
sases of aireraft on tactical missions, flight leaders being an
exception. This is authorized by the noté tnder paragredh 726 of
JANAP 119(&). . ' . '

Y m - date 1o plane in the Alr Group has been called upon $o use
&uthentx ation or recognition signals although mieh time ard
" effort have been spent on the dissemination to all pilots ef the
proper daily codes, For the current type operations of pene~
trating strikes and close support it doss not seem necessary
that the pilots of our single geat alrcraft neel ve encumbered _
with this extra non=esaentiasl data. This is espesially true of : !
the velognition codes since nofie of our airtraft are equzpped o -
with - either a VSry‘s plstol or en a1dis lamp.

T g Mlr Intelllgence -

(1) Non~Plying Air Intelligance Officers are stiil urgently reeded by
{ne squadrons of the Adr Group;' The aviaters of %he Group, aow
acting in the AZXO capacity, have to date dome an excellent Jab |
in addition to ‘Yheir primsry du 1y of fiying plus other ﬂrl;aueral
squedron duties. However, this overload situation hag; in a-
eouple of inatances, resulted in 1nadequaﬁa brieling and de~ '
bri eflngo . .

{2) Thoto coverage and 1ntelilgence information, collected by other
sources, should be expeditiously disseminated to the lower.
echelons, nemely. the squadrons that will actually be partisipating
in the mission. A%t times in the past it has been noied that such
target information has not reasched the participating elenants
until the migsion had been completed.

{3) The bast charts-available in_any quantity for our elose support
work have been the World Aeronsutical Charts with a scale of
'1:1,000,000 which is entirely inadequate for target pin-pointing.
. 4 few grid charts of a more appropriate scale wers issued but
they lacked contour and riverline coloring and when covered over
with the. necessarj grld markings they weré most dlfflcult to
read. A
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-h; Personnel -

(1 ) The transition from peace to wart:.me Y‘:perations has indicated
an immediate need in the Alr Group for nonef¢y¢ng Air Inte;ll-
gence and Mhlntenance Officers. R

o f
Increased complement of ordnance, electronic, and aviation
: maehlnlst ratings iz also needed, With our present peacetime
streng*h ‘of 542 men, less 75 detailed to the ship, an extendsd
period under combat conditions would be aceomplished only with
difficulty. I% has been during these combat periods that the
shortaga of ordnancemen has been most keenly felb. '

ﬁaterzal Dlscrepancies -
(1) .airnraft - |

(a) In an effort ‘to prevent any future F9F-3 operatlonal losses
due to partial loss of engine power after catapulting it is
recommended that a friction lock be installed on the throttile
quadrant and alsd that the fuel system -and its emergency
features be thorcughly investigated for posgible malfunctd on’

. due to the a‘hcelerating effects from t.he catapult ‘shot,

(b) Hydroiube now in use in the F-3 hydraulie ayste-n is causing

. deterioration of seals and rubber parts and failux g 0f hy= '
- @remdic valves, Hydraulic fluid An- 0-366 a..though in flam- .
: 'mable, is recomended.

{e) ';‘Iartime operating conditions revealed the following facts re=
' garding tha Fl;U-l;B -

(;) RB-19 spark pluga bave glven the best psrfomance in the -
P2800-42W englne. v S

(2) 011 cooler shut’ orf valves should be 1nstalled on an’
urgency basis. . R

(3) Armor plate protestion is desirable ir planes are to be
" -used for extensive close support mr}c.

(W Activate war emergency ‘power equipment and install all up
‘to date service changes before the aircraft leaves ‘the
States. _

v

(2) Ordnelnce .o '_ o o - » ' .

(a) on the CGI‘S&J.I‘S and Skyraiders, the uIark 9, Moad 2 & 3 rocket . |
launchers are frequently rendered unserviceable under. the -
.stress of en arrested 1&nding with HV&Bs aboard and ahouli be :




e s s :;ﬁ I“?{;;;i.
b o . DE CLA SSIFIED o
modlfied. "The Mefk 55 bomb g shouf:~ ¢ &ddsd to the

Corsair configuration, however, it sheuld first be mod:fxed
to ws.thstand arrested landings wit% stéres eboerd. :

(b) It is strongly recommended that Pature Vi eireraft have four
- forward firing 20mm guns. . Also thi 4D spare parts list should
be enlarged to include 200 Mark 55 bomb/racks, 100 Marik 9,
Mod 3 rocket launchers, 2 QUMM gun ¥its, four spare guns and
forty annun1+1on cans.,

(e} In the FAUMJ~, improper functioning of %the link stripper on~

: the 20rm gun sllows the rounds to enter the feed meenanism in
a canted position, jamming the gun and oftentimes rupturing
the round. An improved atripper is recommended.

{4} Ordnance dlfflcultles with the F9F-3 were as follows:

(1) Wing gun camera - recommend re-wlring to permlt ground
checks without requirement of jb7 generator output of
-plane system. , :

(2) Fire control system - recommend rewiring to make separate
from armament system. Damage to bearings in the sight

- result from arrested landings and deck spotting. ghould

be energized when battery switch is turned on. ' :

(3) Booster motors - recommend electrical cut-cff switeh to
\relieye_prassure when gun ‘jamming occurs. At present,
operation of the' boogter contimues after a jam occurs
and causes rupturing of the ammmnition chutes,

(L) Blevating bolt - recommend shortening to permit removal
of instrument panel w1thout requiring removal of nhc
gun sight, ‘

(%) Split cartridege ejection doors - recommend changing to a
- single door. The split type door is presently bending
- upward permztt1ng a crack sufficient for an empty round
to lodge and prevent doors from opening. .

(&) cun’ heater_cannon plugs - recommend installing between
- the numBer 1 and 2 guhs and 3 and 4 ginsj preventing
_&amaga to gun heater wires when remnving the guns.

- {7} Redio compartment ‘bolts = recommend counter31nking or
shielding to prevent personnel in jury during loading.



(_) Muzzle covers - reeommen& a ce?lu?oid,mdzzle cover which does:'g.p.'

not reeu1re-remove1 prlor to firi “Inthe event of sbortved o
;:umg mlSSlOIlB, protectlon of th arre"s will. thus be pro- '

- ' {2)_Sllding nose eection - hanger deck spote p*eclude opening the
' nose for routine maintenance end leadlng operet:ene, which is
cone;iered uneetiefectory. ) S : :

(in) Ge“te{dge edd link ﬂollectlng epace - cepeclty or shape,’ evan
77 wit: the link deflectors installed, is inadequate.  Jams are -
. ocourring in the eaeeuzon chute after app“oximateiy 560 rounde
'have been #red. . _
(g}) Gan camora mege21nes - recommend pre-loaded, fifty foot mag- '
azines etock Nos (E) 18~F132091-100 be prov1ued.

QE? Outboerd ammo_ eans. - pertlel anmo 1oeds, if not expended.m

" move forward on arrested landing causing ammo can seeuring
pins to shear or bind and allow can to move forward. Recoms _ :
'mend a eecucing rod to retaan cen in proper poext&ona_.e ) . i

3, Summery of Pecommendet;ohe: o
It is Ter'c:mmeneue(i tnat

8s. Skip-and maet heed bomeihg ba 1ncluded in the tre-ni;g syllebue of the
dﬂve-bomber and flghter-bomber propeller squadrons. .

 b. . The ASW attack tean of VA(S) and’ Vﬁ(W) elrcraft and pilote trein and |
-ope*ete in the same - equadron or unit. g .

ce Side number tactlcel cell elgne be ueed between aircraft on ftactice*
mieeione" . ; : :

“d+ The carrying of authentlcation codee end recognltlen ezgnale ehoald W
: not be required of single geat. aircraft pilote when conductlng etrike-
migsions,s If necessary a eimplified code should be ueedn _ '
€. All alrcraft be completely outfltted~w1th redlo gear end 1etest
_.ser71ce chengee before belng eent to the forward eree.__“

L. Nenpflying Intelllgence 0fficers be. aeeigned the Air Group and thet
" the squadrons personnel be increased to wartime complement, eepecieﬁly
_ in the retee of ordnance, electronlce and evietlon mechxliete. R

. T o . T -
. ;o
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g« Complete target information be giveﬂ'thé gtrilexpilots as esrly as
. possible pricr to the mission and the: eppropriste grid charts be
provided all pilots engaged in close support work.

he Tha following coriective action be takeﬂi;n-regards aircraft and
ordnance discreparcies of the F9F-3: ' _.

L/

{1) Install frict?on lock on throitle quadrant.

{2) Thange the fluid in the hydrauiic system to a type that willl noi
deteriorate tl.z seals and rubber fittinga. :

(2) Rewire the fiye control (gunsight) system to preveny damage to
sight bearing: on arrested landings.

(4) Ina‘ell an eliactrical cut-off switch on the booster motors to
reiieve presfure when gun jamming occurse.

(5) Gountersink o~ shield redio compartment bolts to prevent injury
to ordnance personnel. ‘

{£) In-rease c#racity or change shape of cartridge and link ccllecting
space to pireveut jamming.
{7 Tamtall & s'rong enough securing rod in the outboard smmo cans
Ly prevent the cans from breaking loose on an arrested landing
vith paril.el amme remaining. ' '

i. Tae following corrective action be taken in regards aircrafd and
ora:ance disqropancies of the FhU=lB;

(l) Install ermor plate protection.

{2) Install 21l cooler shut-off valves.

{3) Use oaly RB-19 spark plugs.

{h) Activatc the war amergency power equipment.

(5) Redesign the Mark 9, Mod 2 and 3 rocket rails to withstand
arres'sed landings with 5" HVARs.

(6) Provide the Corsair with the Mk. 55 bomb racks modified to with=
. staud, arrested landings while carrying external stores.

jo» The corrective ac%ions necessary for the AD are:
(1) Mod%:fy the rccket launchers and Mk. 55 bomb rack the seme as the

(2) Inmtall four forward firing 20mm on the future VA aireraft,




. ®  DECLASSIFIED @
“ORGANIZATION® - CABRTER AIR GROUPFIVE

i

CeVG~5  Copmander H. P. LAITHAM

o Aireraft )
4 Pilots S

VN8l Iieutenant Cemmander A. De POLLOCK {Commanding Officer)

£ mammm .
12 F9F3 Alrcraft

16 Pilots o1 Board
VF=-52 Lieutenant Commander W. E. LAMB (Commanding O?ficer)

i F9F¥3 Adirerafst
18 Pilols on board

VF-53 Licutenant Commander W. Re PITTMAN (Commanding Officer)

8 FLU-4B Aircraft
1h Pilots on Board

VP85l Tieutenant Commander D. K. ENCGLISH (Commanding Officer)

12 FiU-4B Aircraft
15 Piio%s on board.

VA-55 Lieutenant Commander N. D. HODSON (Commanding Officer).

1) AD Aircraft
20 Pilets on Board

V7.3 Detachment Lieutenant Commander %W. E. HENRY (Officer in Charge)

2 FLU-5N
3 ADw3N
é Pilots on Board
VC~ll Detachment  Lieutenant Commander S. M. SHELTON (Officer in Charge)

3 AD=3W Adrcraft
4 Pilets on Board

MAG-12 Detachment Ceptain J. V. BOOKER, USMC (Officer in Charge)

2 THU.5P
3 Pilots on Board

NOTHZ: Figures reflect number of flyable planes and qualified pilots
. available at commencement of operations.

S ENCLOSURE (1)
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NARRATIVE OF CPERATIONS (16 July = 31 July)
L

Offensive operations against North Xorean f@gcea were conducted during
+his peried cn she following days of Julys 18, 19, 22, 25, 26, 28 and 29,

On the morning of the 18th precautionary cover was provided for the un-
omnosad amphibious landing of the 1st Cavalry Division at Pohang, South Forsa.
& vrop sirike in the late afternoon of the 18th did considerable damage o
e Tonsen Oil Refinary. In general, the remainder of *the flights and aweeps
i o 18th, 19th, Z2nd and 25th were "armed reconnaissance' in nature and
covered au avea inlend from Pohang to north of Hemhung on the east coast and
on the west coast ranged from Kwangju north to Xaesong going inland as far
a8 Nomwon. Targets attacked end damaged were airfield installations, rail-
voad fasilities, locomotives and rolling stock, bridges, power stations, oll
tznks, smpall boats, factories, troops and vehicles, :

on 26, 28 and 29 of July close support operations were conducted under
control of Air Foree Tactical air Coordinators in an area slong the front
iine from Hedong north to Hamchang. Targets were wainly troops, armor, and
transportation facilities,

The HMS TRIUMPH operated with us at all times, except July 22, pro-~
viding CAP and ASD, ’

U ENCLOSURE (2)
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T ® o
TABULATION.OF SORTIES 4 D H URS ELOWN
1?
- 31 Julv 1950 | ~
4
Je% hours 260.13 Jet sorties 157
Frop hours  13h41 - Prop sorties 491

Total hours 1604,k : Total sorties 648

Sortiea over Foreen targets:

Tet 157
Prom &ié

Totel 573

L | BICLOSURE (3)
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cmmﬁﬁaﬁgggr FIm L DECLASS' F ED
MATERIAL DAMAGE S \ 31 J‘uly 1950

Score of damage inflicted against Kbrean*targets by Carrier Air
Group FIVE durinz the peried 16~30 July, 1950. The VALLEY FORGE
launched the Air Group planes from both sides of the Korean peninsula
in order tc met them ag close toc the targeis as possible, During the
period 25-29 July, under the direction of TAC our planes were able o
give valuable support tc the ground forces in the cr1t1ca1 scuthwest
" sector of Horea.

PROBABLY
TYPE DESTROYED  DESTROYED  DAMACGED

Aircraft 31 13
Locomotives 27 : 2
Train (2} cars oil or ammo)
Railroad Cars

Tank Cars

Rail Yards

Railrepad Carbarns.

Railrocad Bridges

Railroad Tunnels

Railroad Handcar

Wonsan 0il Refinery Th=1007%
0il Storage Tanks {(large) 11

0il Storage Tenks {small) 2
Refinery (small) -
Highway Bridge -
Factories 504
Chemical Plant

Cement Flant

Warehousesd

Power Stations (Trensformer)
Hangars

Trucks

Jeeps

Reconai ssance

Armered Cars or Jeeps

Buses

Weapons Carrier

Horse Carts _
Motorcycle and Sidscar
Tanks

Towns or Villages

Aireraft Installations

Armo dump (small)

M/C Nest :

Field Artillery Piece

E . VN
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B &
, . UNITED SI'.&TES PACIFIC
© 7 AIR FORCE

c.a.RRxm AIR GROUP. Fm:*“

_ _ , SR PROBABLV---.' .
TWE | __'DESTROYED' Jfém DAMAGED -

Small Freightsrs
Gunboats -
Barges

Junks (large )
Fishing Boata
Tugs

NE &t 1
!
I B

One road was blocked by landslide» The posszblllty that many of

the trucks which dld net burn were hit o gucce331ve strihes must be
cons;dered. _ : - : :

- An undetermined number of personnel were killed in attacks on

villages, frucks and other installatlons. Other equipment was probably
damaged in -these. str:kes. L :

S e2a
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B. Self o Y

2 FAU-4B los{; when foréed down due ﬁo':'enew AA action'.

J AD 4 1nst when it dragged a wing on a h:llock, crashed and exploded
ver enemy terrltory during a strafmg run, '

1 AD~4 Class "C* damege from enemy AA or own bomb blast.
("nrepalrable gboerd -ship) -

2 F9P-3 oparational 1osses._ Partia1‘1oss'éf p6Wer'after také-off,

f o
13 other aircreft received minor repairab]e damage from llght and . S
medium .M. fire, ' B

W s W) S S
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Urknown | _ : »

awn

1. Ensign D. R. STEPHENS, USN, 513260/1310. Killed 22 July 1950 -
in crash and’ explosion of en iD=} npear Khngnyongmni. Korea,

Epsign K. E. THOMSON, USN, 496511/1310. Missing. ‘Forced down
(Fiu=~4B) uninjured, from AL fire near front lines 15 miies K3
_ of Posong. 22 July. Prgsent-whereabouts unknowne .

4 !

[\
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200 and Mainten-nes Cffins T8 werse re*uested by desnatch¢ No Aly
Inseliigence LYTieers have yo@ reported ww the Group.

i
0

N

AUUHs o other onnroprﬂaue renorss have been subﬂi;tvd on ail airasvafs
dlacrevancics noted within thls report. R

-
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UNTTED STATES FaCIFIe sLErr S ORIGLEAL O _§~—55;'
AIR FORCE . CVGS/Al-3/ 21643/ {cte)
C/RRIER AIR GROUP FIVE  Serdal 067-50

- L .

a—— - AUG 24 195

From:

Py
Sub j:

Ref':

DECLASSIFIED

Commander Carrier Air Group FIVE
Commarding Officer, U.3.3. VALLEY FORGE (CV-45)

Letion Report for period [-21 August 19%0

(a) ComCarDiv-3 Conf ltr sor 070 dtd 4 August 1950

T. HNARRATIVE:

1.

2e

3.

Operations egainst North Korean invasion forces were conducted
by &ir Geoup FIVE on 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 16, 17, 19, and
20 of I as directed by ComCerDiv-3 in compliance with
Cor7$hFlt Secret Operation Order #1350 of [ August 1950,

The Air Group, under the cormand of Commandsr H. P, LANHANM,
commenced this operation with the following number of aircraft
#nd pilota.available,

&s TOF-3 Jets {two squadrons) 28 alreraft, 40 pilrts
%, Fyli.hB Fiphter Bombers (two sguadrons) 22 girsraft, 39 pilo*s
¢, 57l five bormhers {one sguadrom) 15 aireraft, 21 pilots
d. Fill.5NaiD="Y night unit 5§ airerart, 0 pllots
e, 4t 30 AP unit, 3 aircr:ft, L rilote
f. I7.5P phots unit, 2 gireratt, 3 pilois

Duarming this period our carrier (USS VALLEY FORGE) operated in

cormaay with the USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CVa47) and Adr Group JLEVEN,
Fiight operatiofis epainst the North Korean invasicn forces comprised
c-ntrolled clase suport work, armed reconnzissance patvols and awesDdd,
and interdiction-strike work on assigned targsts by smatl and medirm
size strike groups,

Dlose support to the front line ground forces was furnished on feur
2avs (5, 6, 9 and 16 of Aigust). To assist the Air Force in target
gpotting and ccatrelling, the Air Group supplied Target Alr Cortrcllers
t> Taegu Air Force Dase for a three day period (5, 6 and 7 of Aupust)s
Theze ¢ontrullers directed both Navy and 4ir Foree airecraft on the
porta-sovth bombline from Chinju to Hamclhang.

Armed Reconnaissanee patrols and interdiction strikes reached targets
cvar practically the entire Koresn peninsula, The majority of the
patrols were on the west side ranging from Chinju in the south,
rorthward past Eunsan, Taejon, Suwon, Seoul, Bariwon, Haeju, and
Pyongysng to as far north as Anju end Sonchon., Eastern arcas eovered
centered nesr Chongjin in the north, around the Haming-Wongan area,
and along the Yonju-Tanyang-Poehrng line,

ENTLOSUBE | c




R

ammEl 0 DRCLASSIFED

4. The daily air plan best suited for this mixed type of combat
operations congisted of four 33 hour pron launches (12-24 sircraft)
each followed 1 3/f hours later by a 90 minute jet launch (8 ai~craft).
The PHILIPPINE SCA paralleled our schedule so that sirike groups3
from the two carriess could be joined vhen necessary.

Routine CAP, ASP, and courier flights were dividad letween the two
sorriers, These non-offensive missions accounted for additional
fiight operatioans on 4, 8, 11 and 18th of Aubust.

The total hours and sorties for the fifteun days of flight operations
in this period of L=zl Asugust were;
| . Sorties over
irean Targe*s

Jet Hours 38l.1 ' Jet Borties 240 Jev 234
Prop Hours 25&9,2 Prop Sorties Th2 Srop 510
Total 292 .. Total 982 Tosal 764

II. ORDNANCE

1. 214,174 rounds of 200M amrmnition Were fired by all squadrons
during the 11 days of action. With very few excentions, eazh
target sortie invelved strafing. The wear from ithis high usage of
the 2OV guns, coupled with insufficient spare parts, is beginning
to be noticed i» more frequent gun failures during flight. The
pew T-1-50 BuOrd allowance list for an 18 plaue squadron allows
4 spare guns, JFor eontinued action, of the type this 4ir Group
has experienced in Xorea, one spare gun for gvery four ingtallied
plus a proportionate incrense of spare parts is deemed necesseTye.

The 20MM gun has proven to be a devastating attack wezpon. Pilois
of World #War TI experience are unanimous in their preference for
the L 2011 installation over the 6 .50 caliber installaticn. It
is recommended that .50 caliber gunned aircraft be sent forward
only in dire emergencys '

2, The Mark 9§, Mod 2 and 3, rocket launchers are unsatisfactory iAn that
they are not strong enough %o withstand all arrested landings with
a hung S"HVAR or 1001b bomb, Either the locking-lutch-shear-pin
shears allowing the projectile to drop to the deck, or the afer
part of the launcher starts pulling away from its base plate due
tc the high moment from the overhanging rocket tail. HUDM's
covering this are being submitted,

A sturdy and reliable combination bomb-rocket pylon is gorely needed.
It should be quickly adapiuble to either choice of ordnance.

Further it should be strong enough to withstand bringing stores

back abeard and also have a manual ag well as electrical, positive
relense for jettisoning hung erdnance.

S -2 -
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1, Own losses -

1 FLU~5P Forced down by enemy small arms Ad.

1 Fila)B Titched at sea. Damaged by enemy LY. W

1 FYU-)B Crashed in enemy territory. Cause unknown,

1 ¥¢T=3 Missing over enemy territory. GCause unknowh.

2, TForty other aireraft received minor valtle damage, mostly from
light snti-aireras’t fire. Dswesgs on ten of these necessitated
charging a compomsni such as a stabilizer. aileron or Winga

3. Enemy Iosses =

Aireraft 5 - 2
Traing (15 ammo cars) 1 - -
Iocomotives 63 9 24
Box Cars 48 - 145
Tank Cars 23 - s
Rnilroad Yards - - 12
Railroad Carbarns - 1 -
Peilroad Bridpes 1 - 3
Railroad Tunn=ls - - -
Refivery (small) 1l - -
011 Storage Tanks {large) 7 - -
¢l Storage Tanks (small) 4 - -
Eydrp-alectrie Plant - & 1
Dam - - 1
actories - - 15
Cuamiecal Plant - - 1
Wershouses 34 - 2L
Power Stations {Transformer) 2 3 L6
Radio Stetiona - - 3
Hangars - - 1
Barracks T - 3
Buildings (unidentified) 22 - i
Ao Ihvnos L - -
Suroly Lumps - - 5
Fuel Dumps 2 - 3
Highway EBridges 2 - 12
Trucks 165 38 146
Jcens 8 1 7
~ Taaks 14 1 11
#*0ther Vehicles 72 6 L1
Ginboats 1 - 2
Froist ters {small) 1 - -
*#)* scollaneous Small Oraft 10 35 b5
A4 Gun Emplacenent 1 - 3
Field Artillexry Pieces - - 1

Villages with military
inztallations = -

A . 9n
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* Armored cars, reconnaissance cars, buses, autos, halftracks, tractors
ard horse carts, : SR

*# Barges, junks, sampans, fishing boats, power boats, motor launches,
ferry boats and PC boats.

IV, CASUALTIES

1.

V. {a)

1.

2.

30

Own Perscnnel Losses -

a, Captain J. V. BOOKER, USMC, 020617/7302. Missing, Forced
domm {(¥F4U-5%P), uninjured, by small arms firs near Chorwon,

7 August 1950,

b. Ensign A, W. HANTON, USN, h9696/1310, Missing, FLU-4B crashed
and burned near Chenui. Parachute nearby in tree, 10 August
1950,

c. Ensign J. H. NYHUIS, USN, 496613/1310. Missing. Last seen
in strafing attack (¥9F-3) on train north of Kumchon,

12 August 19504
COLMENTS

It is desirable for CV Air Groups to be consolidated in wartime

into three squadrons, VF(Jet), VF(Prop), and V4(Prop) plus the
necessary specislized detachments, Administrative work is reduced,
the confusion regarding the same type aireraft in tvo different
squadrons and two separate squadrons in one ready room is eliminated,
and closer control can be maintained throughoa’s the grotpes.

Three replacement FAU-4B's transferred 2 August 1950 from FASRon 119
Datachment Navy 3923 were received with the following high engine

time =

Mreraft Eours on

BN o Engine
97499 470.6 hrs,
62517 43h.4 hrs.
62974 1505 hrao.

Fngine changes are now being made on two of these with the third
to be changed within a month's time. Receiving such high-time
engines on replacement aireraft places an undue work load on
already overvorked maintenance crews,

There were several instances vhere target assignument, target
jnformation, and the proposed operating schedule would not reach
the squadrons until shortly prior to take off time. Such short
advance rotice does not allow time for squedron CO's to get
together to plan their attack, designate a flight leader if its
to be coordinated, and then properly brief their own pllots.

] -4 -
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Efficiency ond full effectiveness of our aircraft are often lost as a

resilt of such short notice, especially so when a new torget is
involved.

4. There s5till remaina a sorely felt shortage of personnel in the Alr
Group. Three non-fiying ATIO'z are needed for the squadrons and a non-
flyivrg Administrative OFficer is requircd on the Air Group Commander’s
ste’f. With the men, the lack of ordnance, aviation machinist, and
elsetronic rates is still outstanding. The former rate being the tost
in demend,

(b)  EZCAUMIIIDATIONS

l. Increass the ordnance allowznes list for 200D gun squadrons to
allow one gpare gun for every four installed and increase the accompanying

“apere pults pooportionatsiy.

2, Use only 2001 guns in carrier aircraft.

2. Design a sturdy, seliable, and easily converted combination bomb-
rooket pyvlon for use on carrier aircraft.

4, Consolidate the five squadrons of CV Mr Group into thrse by
cemrining theise scuadrons which fly similer type aircraft.

Be Zireraft with high-time engines chould not be transferred to
foranrd area souadrons as replacemsnts. In World Wsr 3T no aireraft
wat sent Torward with greater than 150 hours ergine vimw. Thas is
5Til} ¢n execllont rule.

6, Sousdrons should recsive operation plans with target assignments
erd irfornztion sarly enough before launching to conduct adeguate
pianning and briefing.

7+ Increase sguadron and Alr Group complement to include -

. A ron-flying Air Group administrative officer.

b, Three non-flying .udr Inteliliigence Officers

¢. liire enliated men in rates of ordnance, avietion machinist,
and eleetronics,

H., P. LANHAM
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CARRIER AIR GROUP FIVE 20 September 1250

esmmmlB ‘nre) ASSIFIFD

Frem: Commander Carrier Air Group FIVE
To:  Commending Officer, U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CV-45)

Subj: Actica Rewort for period 25 August - 6 September 1950
Refy  {(a) CHO rest, 1tr Op 345 ser 1197P34 of 3 August 1950

1., The following e~tion report of Carrier Air Group FIVE for the period 25

August - 6 September 1950 required hy reference {a) is forwarded for inclusion
in the report of VALLEY FORGE,

I. NARRATIVE

1, Operations against North Korean invasion forces were conducted by
Carrier Air Group FIVE on 26, 27, 29, 30 of August, ard on 1, 2, 3
and 4 of September as direcled by O0TC, Commander Carrier Division
OkE, in compliance with Commander Seventn Fleet Secret Operation
Crder #14-50,

2. The Air Group, under the command of Commander H. P, LaWHAM, USH,
commenced this operaticn with the following number ¢ aircraft and
pilots available.

g, F9F-3 Jets (two sguedrons) 28 aireraft, 3% pilots
b, F4U-4B Fighter-Bombers {iwo squadrons) 24 " 3g 0
¢, AD=/ Dive Bombers (ene squagron) 13 " 23 "
d. F4U=-5H and AD-3N Night unit A 1 6 f
e, AD-IW ASP unit 3 " A "
f. FAU-5P Pheto unit 1 " 2 "

3. During this period Carrier Air Group FIVE operated from the U.S.S,
VALLEY FORGE 1n company with the U.S.T, PHILIPPINE SZA and Carrier
Air Group ELEVEN, Flight operations against the North Koresn in-
vasion forces comprised controlled close support work, armed recon-
naissance patrols and sweeps, and interdiction-strike work on
assigned torgets by small and medium size strilve groups.

This Air Group furnished close support to the front line ground
forces on 26 August and 1, 2 and 3 September. Bad weather prevented
similarly scheduled aclion on 5 September.

Routine CAP, ASP, or utility flights also conducted along with these
orfensive Operatlons included the additlonwl dates of 28 and 31
Lugnst and 5 and 6 September.

—— .
ENCLOSURE ()
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The total hours and sorties for this period, 25 August through 6
September, were: '

Sorties over
Korean tergets

Jet Heums 186,3 Jet Sorties 107 Jet 96
Prop Hours 1900.9 Prop Sorties €04 Prop 399
Total 2087.2 Total 711 Total 495

IT. BATTLE DAUAGE

1., Cwn Losses:
1 FAU-4B ditched at sea after being hit by A&,

15 other aircraft received hettle damnge from enemy AL or own bomb
blast, Two of these required transfer for repairs, Five others
were repairable aboard ship by changing a component vart such as a
wing, fuel cell, aileron, or stabilizer. Damage on the remaining
eight was minor.

2. Enemy Losses:

Probably
Destroved Destroved Damsged
Aircraft 6 0 5
{one airborne}
Locomotives 24 2 17
RR Cars 54 10 95
RR Tank Cars 8 0 10
RR Eridges 5 0 1
Bighway Bridges 2 0 4
Trucks 116 7 70
Tanks 5 0 1
* Other Vehiclos 14 7 5
Warchouses 33 5 11
Factorles 2 G 2
Other Buildings 14 0 21
Supply Dumps P G 4
Fuel Dumps & 0 8
fAmmo Dumps 13 G 0
Freighters 0 0 1
Toankers 0 0 1
Corveltes Q 0 7

S -2 -
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Probably
Degtroyed Degtroyed Damaged
*% Othe= Vizaels <} 10 20
Gun gapincements 12 2 3
Woses Dowar 0 C o
Canal Locks 0 g 1
Villages (containing militery 15 0 3
targets)
Shipbuilding Crane 1 0 0
0il Tanks ] 0] 0

* Other vehicies includes jeeps, half-trucks, buses, carts, and autos,

*% Other vessels includes ICT!'s, barges, power boats, schooners, and
junks,

ITTI, CASUALTIES
1. Own - HNone
2. Enemy - Unknown

IV, COMLENTS AlD RECOMHENDATIONS

Kone

UL E 2

q,” P, LANHAM

R -3 -
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AIR FORCE : CVG5/416-3/49-9/(cfe)
CARRIER AIR GROUP FIVE Serial 07250

WA DF() ASSIFIED 4 October 1950

From: Commander Corrier Air Group FIVE
Tos Commonding Officer, U.S.S, VALLEY FORGE (CV=i5)

Subj: Action Report for period 6 September through 21 Septenber 1950

Rof:  (a) ONO rest, Ltr Op 345 ser 1197P34 of 3 August 1950

1. The following action report of Carrier Air Group FIVE from 6 September
through 21 September 1950 required by reference () is forwarded for
inclusion in the report of YALIEY FORGE,

1. During this period Carrier Air Group FIVE (U.S.S. VALIEY FORGE}
participated in the United Netions invasion of the Inchon~Seoul
aren. This operation was in complionce with:

a, GCJTF SFVEH ond Con7thFlt Op Plan 9-50 dtd 3 Sept 1950
b, ComlaibGrp ONE Op Ordev =50 dtd 2 Sept 1950
o, OmsrDiv ONE Op Order 1-50 dtd 10 Sept 1950

2, The Air Croap cormenced this operation with the following nunber
af aipciurt end pilots availeb.o,

L, SCF.% Tois i sousdrons) 28 aireroft, 36 Pilots
s il Pantas Rerers (two squodrons) 27 " 33 M
AT ~mLors (cne squadron) 12 o 23 ¢
Fae o1 Wight Unit 6 6
. Ale ke 3 " L
<, AT Dy oae Todd 1 f 2
L ifonsige Fiiehl onerations for Alr Group FIVE, coordinated with
.3~ aF v 13 (U.8,5. PHILIPPINE SEi) end CVG-2 (U.5.5, BOXER),

A nrehed on 12, 13, 14, 15 (D-DAY), 16, 18, 19, ond
September, 4dditional operations were conducted on 11 and
17 Scptenber for routine defensive and utility flights,

During this phose the jet cireraft were utilized for daily sweeps
over the eneny airfields and for combat air patrol. All operations
were conducted from o lounching point in the Yollow Sea convénient
to the Inchon-Seoul areca, In genernl all propeller of fengive
flights were concentrated in the objeetive area (Wolmido Island,
Inchon, and Seoul) or on the surrounding road neis leading to

{he area, Missions were comprised of Tarcap, Naval Gun Fire
Spotters, Close Support, Decp Suprort, Call Strikes, Night
Heckler, Night Intruder, and Night Tarecpe

-] -
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Tar reaching interdiction flights were condueted at the opening
of the phase add again at the end of the period: Routine
defensive, operational, and ubility flights were conducted as
Necessary.

The totel hours and sorties for this period, 6 Scptember through

21 Septenber, were:

Sorties over Xorea

Jet Hours ATRW4 Jet Sorties 288 Jet 112

Prop Hours 1717.5 Prop Sorties 578 Prop 434
Totnl  2189,9 Total 826 Total 546

PuTTLE DAMAGE

1,

Owm Losses:

1 ¥FoF-3 ditched at sea. Gradual loss of power presumably
due to an AA hit,

1 FAU-50 dibched ot e Sparational loss,
1 FLI-AD ahecsd of too,  Spocetional loss,
2 AD-/. dnmaged by si,  Trancierred for overhaul,

177 o o oire o4 Taneived dacr boattle danmcge and were
repasre’ Caoned hne earmint,

T v i e
Probably
Dezircred Destroyed Damaged
chac ot el 19 0 8
Yoo deand tigee 17 ¢ 477
e e Ve Ty 0 0 6
s Bwidgas 1 ¢ 5%
v, Svavge Tanks 1 0 2
faotorics AN [ 3
arehouses 11 ¢ 13
Barracks 2 | ¥ 7
Buildings (unidentified
because of cancuflage) 15 0 3
imno Dumps 3 e 1
Supply Dunps A 1 2
Fuel Dumps 4 0 0
Highwny Bridges L ’ 5
Trucks 171 6 84
Jeeps 10 0 2
Tanks 10 1 3

_ PAGE 2 of ENCLOSURE (1)
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Probably
estroyed Destroyed

Diher Vehleles 40
Gan Trprncenents 30

Sra 11 Trendd

MiiitaL s Tnstallationo

o

Buses, 4 iow, tractous, raaftrocks, and carts.

C4SUALTIES

1, Omn -~ None

EENEN T

Damaged

16
12
16

0

2, EBneny = Undetermined number of troops ¥illed or woundeda

COMENTS_ 0, PICQIENDAL IO

Fojne

PAGE 3 of ENCLOSURE (1)
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Froms Commander Carfier Air Group FIVE -
- Tos Commanding Officer, U.5.5. VALLEY FORGE (CV=45)

gubj: Lotion Report for period 11 Cetover - 31 Qetober 1950
nef: (a) CHO rest ltr Op 3,5 ser 1197934 of 3 Aug 1950

1., The Tollowing action report of Carrior dir Group FIVE for the period from.
11 October to 31 Ocicher 1950, reqiirved by relference {a}), is forwarded for in-
clusion in the report of VALIET FORGT,

T, lission and Composition of Own Ferces. . ' T e e

1, During this period Carrier Air Group TV (USS VaLiDY FORGS) oper-
ated in the Sea of Japan against North Korean tzrzets, our primary
‘mission being to assist as necessary in the amnhibious landing at
jonsan, This opcration was in compliance withs

(a) Com7tnFlt Op Plan 10-50
{b) Com7thFlt Op Order 14~50
(c) ComCarDivONE Op Order 350

2. The Air Groﬁp commenced this phase with the following availability
of pilots and aireraft: '

- &ircraft Pilot
(a) TFSF~3 Jets (two squadrons) 26 37.
(v) F4U«4iB Fighter-Bombers (two squadrons). 23 34
(¢) 4D~/ Dive-Bomiers {one sguadron) 12 22
(a) ¥40-58 and 4D=3N Night Uni 4 5
{c) &D-30 &84 Unit - _ 3 4
(£) F4U-5P Phote Unit : 1 2

II, Owder of Evontes

1. Offsnsive £light operatlons for Air Group FIVE, coordinated with
) those of CVa~1l (USS PEILIFPING cEA), CVG-3 (USS LEYTE), and OVG=2
(USS BOX.:R); nere Ci.‘n(iuﬂted on 12, 13, 15, 163 }.8’ 21, 223 22’4., 25’
27 and 25 of Oetobere Additional flighte were conducted on 11y 14y
17s 19, 20, 23,. 26, 29 of October for routine defensive and utility
operaticns, : :

2, During this poriod only minor assistance Wes reguired of tho carricrs
in the ionsan administrative amzhibious landings Prcliminary soft~
ening attacks wore macce on islands controlling the azproach to
Wonsan Harbor plus a few elosc supnort hops for the ROK troops In

—_. | -_1-.
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Tn 14eu of supporting the danding, Rir pporations werc diverted to
armed;reconnaissancc,-small 4ntordiction strikos, coastal naval gunfire ~
spotting, and Job swoepss all in an area norto and northzast of Vonsan.

The total hours and-sortics for this perica of flight operations

weroes -
. Sorties over
Jot hours G Jet 71
Prop hours 040 562 Frop 350
Total 12339 761, Total 421

——

IIT. Ordnance Equtpucnb

1, The 2000F wambs with an instantancoas Rose fusc and a 025 sce, tail
fusc, was Lound to bo the moste effective weapmm for the destruction
of bridgos. TOTCVIT, duc to this carvicr's iimited 2000# bomb stowage
‘eapacity;: This noavier bomb could not bo carried as freguently as
desircd, Corceotive MEABUrcs Arc heing made by the VALIEY FORGE to
alioviate this shortage of heavy bomb stowage racksa .

2, The Merk 65 napalm container 1is inadeQuate in size. The Mark 12 tank,
with its targer capacitys is much more cffcctive, :

3, Use of the wnspliced pigtail on the 5" HVARs considerably reduccd the
qumber of dud sockets brought bock aboard, This single plece wire
Tead hed the addod strength neocssary to provent the pigtail from

parting daviag Yigh spoed bomoing divose

The vavicty of hargobs coumbored necessitotod the woiversal usc of
th 125 nose fusc on the HVAR alimwirg a seloction
to bo, made netoon coatast dotonation or deeper penetretion as offered
by the stupdard bagc -fusa, '

Lo The 2000 guas coptimucd to give about 85% avallability. This rate was
highor foo the FIF.3 o dovrer for the older and morc heavily used .
FAUs. Costrivating dcmeanontal factors vered

(z) Shere life of she 201 fiving pin and driving spring.
(b} Link coubc jaas in one WO, . .
(e} Tacbilicy of ihe spring tensioning coils to immediatcly cut out
| the bonster mohor cperation vhen stoppages occurred in the FOF
outboors guns. A ovemizad in the fecd chutos roesulieda
(3) Froquent Jams from the flurk 7 bolting links.
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IV, Batile Damage H;
1. Own - o
1 AD~/ Ditched after being hit in the oil system by 50 cal, bullets.

3 4Ds  Minor repairable AA demage. .
1 FAU  HMinor repeirable AL damage,

2+ Lnemy -
Probably
Iype , ~* Destroyed. Destroyed Damaged
Locomotives 8 - 5
Railrcad Cars : 21 - 75 y
Railroad Bridges 1 - 4
01l Storage Tanks 1 - ~
Warehouses : 1 - 8
- Buildings (unidentified due to camouflage) = . - 1
Ammo Dumps ' 1 - -
Fuel Duamps 2 - 1
Trucks 180 - L8
- Jeeps 1 - -
Tanks 3 -
¥ Qther Vehicles 40 - L&
Gunboats 1 10 _—
Corvettes 1 - -
*¥* Miscellaneous Small Craft 19 - 56
Gun Emplacements o 4 - 9
Villages (containing military targets) - - 38

Many ettacks were made on hidden enemy trocps as directed by Tactical
Air Control personnel when the Air Group had planes on close support
nisgions, : : :
* Reconnaissance caré, buses, halftracks; autos, tractors, and caris,
#% Junks, fishing boats, motor launches, schaoners, and power boats,.
Ve Bersonnel-

1l Casualties

as 4 plane captain was critically injured by a propeller as he
attempted to remove the rudder batten from his AD.

be THafe were no fatalities,
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2, Performance and Training - . : _:”.; ' S _ -

A

~ training command ol L

There have been two ceses where replacement pilots, direct from the
,llg {ileut sxparience were unable to. quickly
adjust themscives and suwor 1rie fhe comdot organization of the

. squadron, It is rscomcaded thot, before belng sent inte the

b-'

Ca

combat area, “eﬁl,\cﬂeuu pilots fh ! have had training in a fleet
squadron and have peen CecCuisy a“;.=: qualified. * “Rounce drill".
and ‘requalifications werc an impogdnq' ilty in the forward areaes

4 course in cneny- eamouflagi ng end-how to detect 1t should be given
plloti golng to the ¥orvear. arcds  There are known instances of armed”
Poconmuissaace eircraft from newly arrived carriers passing over
soveral camoublaged vehicles which were spotted and destroyed lcss
thon an hour later by our morc seascqed pllots,

Pre-combat trhinlng in strafing and bomblng under varylng coﬁdltionS'
should not be negicctods Low lovel and shinllow attacks should be :
included, Targets located in varying tevrain and altitude should bo

© . utilized with the cireraft fluing in a fully loaded condition of.

de

£e

bombs, rockots and fuel,

Although the opcrht:ng schedulc for. this poricd was somewhat lighter
thon proviously there were still oceasions vhere working around the
elock was necessary to keep up the availability of the aging air-
eraf, This giltentica was alleviated somewhnt as squadron mon,

ort zia 1¢j loaned o toe ship to augmono flight deck crews, were re~
turned whon drafts of newr mon v Te rﬂc\lku by uhe sth.

Pilot complewcnt fo“ WusPae deployment should be incrensed to 1,5 -

" per alreraft. In the undcreomplonented Corsair sguadrons there
. were enses of pilots flvlng up to 65 corbat hours in a monv .

The two-plone section reconnalsqance sweon conductc d by the jets

~ Guring this perlod 4id muck bo ineronse the individual pilots - pro=

ficicncy in navigation, communicati ons, lexdership, objective obsorw
vutlon and report*nb. - .

It l& recommended that thu persoanol of tho night flying detachment
bo given a separate borthing spuee rather then being spread oub in
the spaces of scveral day opcroting squedrons. Similarly, the
offionvs should Toom togechcr. : :




- -

OVG5/A9=0/816=3/( jag)

DECL ASS‘HED o b . Serial 077-50 .

_ VI. Operations, Tactics, Genoral Topics. o

Lo

24

4 201N ammunition loading of only HEI ﬁasffound to be most suceessful
by the night flying detachment, Pilots were not blinded during firing,
Sight oorrect:oas could be mq@e froi the bullet explosions at the target.

Some means of illumination is needed for the RAPCAP aircrafi in order
to identify o surfoce target. Since the AD-3N is not provided with any
lighte it would be of more value on CAP or as a liight Intruder than as

- RAFCAP.

3.

Lo

Se

Night Intruder pilots felt their missiens would be more successful if
they could arrive at the target arsa with 20 minutes of daylight re-
maining on the, evening hops or remain over the target for 30 minutes
after da“light on the dawm filights

Jets were employed for fast road reconnaissance and airfield sweeps in
order to hold down enemy aircraft activity and spot any large troop or
convoy movements. However, the rugged mourtainous terrain precluded
detailed senrching by the FOF, This type work was handled by the prop
aircraft, ' :

Air Group FIVE maintained the only carrier-flom photo plane (F4U-5N
of MAGw12 Detachment) oquipped with an operating Sonne camera. Exten-
sive use was made of this aireraft for obtaining "Stereo" pictures of
future amphibious-landing beaches,

H. P. Lu. IHA.M

C. H. GATES,
By direction




.’- T . )
. ' ’ .‘.'r -‘- J

* -+ *

i 155 oy DECLASSIFIED

P,

R

CARRIER AIR GROUP FIVE
FLEET POST OFFICE cves5/a16-3/(3ds)
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF., Serial 073-50

30 October 1950
CONFIDENTIAL

From: Commander Corrier Air Group FVIE

To: Commander Task Foree SEVENTY-SEVEN

Via: (1) Commanding Officer, U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CV-45)
(2) Commender Carrier Division ‘THREE

Subj: Close Air Support in Korean Thester

Encl: (1) Statement of Commanding Officer, Fighter Squadron FIFTY-ONE
2) Gtaterment of Commanding Officer, Fighter Squadron FIFTY-TWO
3) Statement of Commending Officer, Fighter Squaedron FIFTY-THREE
4) Statement cf Commanding Officer, Fighter Squadron FIFTY~FOUR
(5) Statement of Commanding Officer, Atteck Squadron FIFTY-FIVE

1, In compiisnce =ith the verbal request of Commonder Task Force 77 the
following zomments and :-zcommendztions concerning Close Air Support in the
Koresn campaign 1. submitted. These comments are bBesed upon personsl obser-
vetior, disvussion with pilots, liaison officer, =nd the statements of the
squedron commenders of ithe Air Group,

2. (&) Alr Support in the Pusen Beach-head

Close A4ir Suppoert in the southeast sector of Kores wes provided by
Air Group FIVE on the following dates: 26, 28, =nd 29 July, 5, 6, 9, 16 and
26 sugust, and 1, 2 and 3 September,

Most of the occasions on which actusl Close Air Support was ner-
formed wes under & high degree of urgency, which demended a maximum effort
of 211 forces avgilshle to prevent complete loms of our beachehead in Korea,
Unfortunately, Naval zir close support was not employed to a very high degree
of effectiveness for the followring ressons:

(1) Communicotions were chiefly responsible for lack of effective~
ness, 41l aireraft were reguired to revort in to the Joint Operations
Center which was loceted first =t Tsegu, then moved to Pusan and
lzter returned to Teegu, The radio equipment provided the JOC was
elways so restricted in renge trst Nevsl Aircrsfit invariably had to
fly within a mile or two of the station to achieve sstisfactory
reception, Thrie caused flights to go considerably out of their way
gnd lose 4ime on stetion, After reporting in to JOC the flight
would be assigned a sector of the front =nd s controller to reyort
to, On 511 too meny occasions the controller to which the flight
wes ordered to report would be just returning to base, engaged in
handling Fé0's or F51l's or be on some other VHF channel conferring

B~-III~10
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with 2 ground control perty, In addition to these difficulties,

the Air Force employed 4 channel VHF equipment which might have pro~
vided a suitable number of frequencies for normal Air Force use but,
when both Air Foree and Navy responded to a plea for maximum =ir
effort, the avazilable channels beesme so crowded that communications
often broke down entirely,

(2) Grid Charts. Adding to the overall diffieulty was the lack of
common grid charts between irmy, Lir Force and Navy, The charts in
uge by the carrler pilots at this time were the W~rld Aeronzutical
Chert serics. This required explenction by the Nevy pilots, shift
by ‘the coniroller to Lotitude - Longitude coordinctes, and & con-
sequent Ioss »f Lime and an added burden to slready strained com-
munlcation channels, Multiple place~names, £11 difficult to vro-
nounce, contribuzed to this problem,

(3) ILiaiscn - Or two occosinns a system employing direct lisismon
betwean th= Corrier Task Forece ond JOC, together mith air controllers
furnizhed irom tte e-rriers, wos instituted, These measures zided
grestly in improving effectivenegs of Neval =ir close support, On
both these necssinong, however, the system was discontinued ofter a
short perind when the rround forces emergency had cppsrently subsided,
Then in effect, the work of the lizigon offieers -nd the Navy con-
trollers was hampered by the slow -nd undependable communicetinns
between JOC and the Carrier Task Frrece and the non-eveilability of
115/.45 Octane gegonline at Tzegu =nd Pusan,

(b) Alr Support in the Inchon Invasion,

Durins the Amphibious Operation at Inchon close 2ir support waos
furnished during the period 12 September 1950 to 30 September 1950, During
this period Neval close air suppert wag considered very effective, There
were good recsons for thls effectiveness. The &ir Group wes now working -wvith
the seme Taetical Lir Control Squedron with which it hod trained befrre de-
ploying forward, The same systems of repcrting in, crbitting, merking tergets
end designation of tzrgets with which the pilots =ere familier were employed,
Radio channels were =ssigned so thzot zlthough o tremendovs volume of traffic
was handled, no individual frequency wes over-burdened. Good grid charts were
provided ond mere avellable in heth single chart form or in the form of hook—
lots of small charts, TIn 2ddition, rapid relisble ecmmuniczti~ns hetween the
ecrrier ond the Teacticzl Lir Direction Center wss available,

CONFIDENTTAL

B-III-11
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(¢) Discussion, It ncw seems appsrent thet 21l carriers deploved over=
sans should be prepered to rerform close air support, st least during the
early stopes of hostilities, No other operation in which the Navy engages
requires such a high degree of coordinction of effort and teamwork as properly
performed air suppert. To depend upon another service to provide the Tactical
Adir Controlier and Ground Controller to direct Neval Airecraft is comparable
to sending a foothsll tezm into an important game with a borrowed backfield,

~No degree of standardization is going to schieve the degree of integrati~n
desirable and obteinable by erntrolling Naval airerzft with Neval personnel,

30 Cetober 1950

Although many phases of the Neval airground support furnished in the
Pugen beach-head period of the Koresn campaign showved peed for improvement, it
shovZd nnt he construed that the overall result was ineffective, On the con-
trary. thers were meny ‘ndiertions of the tremendcus sssistance furnished by
Navel aircraft to the g-ound frerees, Time and arain the enthusizsm for regults
echieved wns expressed by the Teetieal Alr Controllers znd Ground Controllers,
The heavy ordnanaz loads corried by the Corssirs and Skyreiders wss always wel-
comed heertily, .s one Lir Controller put it, reporting to his ground counter-
part ‘n the froms iines. ™"I'm eoming over with a bunch of Navy plenes =znd,
Brother, they're really losded." On another occesion the Navy liaison pilots
at Taegu heard everywhere the glowing praise of the Navy pilot who hed wiped
out & complete company ~f enemy treops by teossing a2 Napslm bomb inte the mouth
of the tunnel in which they hed soucht refuge, Navy lisdson officers =t Taegu
in August hesrd the results of POY interrogation 2t the J,0,C, To the
guestion "that U.8. wezpon do you fear the most?", the POV!s were umanimous in
enswering, "the blue z2irplanes",

RECOMMENDATTONS

1, Thet Tactical Air Centrol Sguadrons be required to furnish resdily deploy-
able "splinter units" equipped with mobile communieaticn equipment and be
prepzred to eontrol esrrier sireraft in close suppert wherever ond when~
ever required, ' '

2. Thst more joint exercises in which Naval aircraft support sround forces
be scheduled for peacetime trzining,

3, Thzt a standsrd grid system he used in all branches of the sarvice,
4e That 211 pilets be afforded en opportunity to spend 2-4 weeks =ith an

Army Division on ¢ field problem to obtain 2 famildarity with the equip=-
ment and methods employed by Army ground forees, '

v B-I11-12
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United Stetes Pacific Fleet
A3ir Foree '
FIGHTER SGUADRON FIFTY-ORE
¢/o Fleet Post Office
Szn Frenclseo, California
FvF~51/ilé~33a¢
Serial: 366~50
26 October 1950

From: Commanding Officer
Toz Commender Carrier 4Lir Group FIVE

Subjs Close alr support; information concerning
Ref:  (a) C4G-5 memo dtd 21 Oct 1950

1. In acccrdance with veference (a), the following informstion eon-
cerning the effcntivencss, or lack of effectivencss of close eir
supoort as accompiished in the Korean Theatre, is hereby submitted

as raguested, :

2+ Although flights were scheduled with the primary mission of pro-
viding close air suppert to the ground forees in the Pusan beach—head,
only one division wss subsequently utilized. In 211 other cases, ,
flights scheduled for sir suppert were dirceted to secondary missions
of interdictlon or armed reconnsissence. The division which furnished
close support wes of the opinlon that there were insuffieclent air co=
ordinstors to efficiently utilize aircreft aveilsble, and further, thet
ingufficient VHF radic chennels were provided, HNo clese air support o
missions were scheduled dr flown in the Inchon besch-head,

A.D, POLLOCK
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FIGHTER SQULDHON FIFTY TWO

22 Oetober 1950

i EMORLNL UM

Fromt Commanding Officer, Fighter Squedron FIFTY TWO
Tot Conmander Carricr Alr Group FIVE

Subjs Note on Air Support

1., Fighter Squadron FIFTY TWO had no assigned close air support missiens
subsequont to tho Inchun lendings and as a resuli can not qualify any
comaents compering the close air support effectivemess efter Inchon to
the® rendcred in the Tacgu beach head,

2+ The fow close alr s.pport missions flown by this squedron indicated
a la~x of sufficient control units and a faulty communiecation set—-up.
Clomzr lielson woald permit assigning strike groups directly to control
unirs,

WeE. LAMB

B~ITI~14
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Air Foree VFSB/ﬁMMIer
FIGHTER SQUADRON FIFTY-THREE  A2-11(2)
¢/o Fleet Post Office 25 October 1950

Sen Franclsco, Californis

MEMCRANDUL

Froms Comaending Officer, Fighter Squadron FIFTY THREE
Tos Comnender Cerrier Air Group FIVE

Subjls Close Air Support; comments concerning

ls The followlng comments and discussion of Close Air Support
as experien:aed br ¥Wlghtor Squadron FIFTY THREE during the Pusen
and lachon peachiocads are submitted hereins

fe« Factors favoratly sffecting operstlons et Pussns

(1} The most important attribute wes thc constant surveil-
lancz of groand tcigets by controllers which guaranteed complete
cove eze of the target zves. The presenece of controllers so
femiiiar with the crea ailded tremendously in identification of
targets and the front lines,

_ (2) The use of smoke rockets employed et a leter date by
our own Valley Forge TiC's speeded up identificstion of targeta.
During later flights over the Pugan beachhead target assignment
was more sccurately identified by the uss of various colored
smoke rockets fired by the ground artillery which positively
outlined the srer of support.

(3) Coordineted attacks by use of ground controllers in
the terget srea end in direct communicstion with the eircraft
definitely incressed the oversll effectiveness, It is suggested
that this technique be employed for effective clese support
missions,.

be Factors unfavorably affecting coperstions at Pusani

{1) The most predomlncte foctor thet grestly reduced
operstions was lack of avsilable VHF chennels employed to control
flights in the objective area, The four (4) VHF channels were
congtantly overcrowded by the number of support sireraft end
controllere operating in the erea, -

— B-I11-15
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(2) The lack of coordination in the scheduling of flights
over the target srea resulted in confusion znd in meny instances
long delavs, It was necessary st times to assign a secondary
target on which 1o Jettison bomb load; due to limited time avail=~
able over the touiget,

(3) Flights experienced poor to unsstisfactory comnunieca-
tions with PHellow Control Center," It was necessery tc proceed
to within ten ((0) miles in order to "check in" or "out" due to
the limitzd recevtion of JOC!s radic equipment.

(4) 4 stendard grid system would heve sided in the locatlon
of targets. It wes ap: 1Lcnt thet both services were using nothing
more then stendexd eeroaautical chart {secele 1 - 1,000,000).

2+ The f01l0w1;; comments apply to the Inchon landingss
as Factors favorable in effecting operationst

(1) The reporting in end out system employed wes very
effective and greatly mininmized congestion and deley in report
to gsgigned areeb.

(2) The method used in assigning targets and close support
missions were well coordinetod end accurztely disseminated to the
incoming flights, '

(3) Terget assignments were consistent with losdings allow-
ing for maximum effectiveness. This factor wes psrticulerly
neticeeble and encoursged the pilots to exort mexlimum efficl.

on each mission,

(4) The grid system omployed during this operation was
very effective and resulted in pin point identificetion of
targets.

b, Unfaverable commentss

(1) The grid system used during Inchon support wes ex-—
cellent, however, it is recommended thet the grid meps be printed
. on smaller sheets to be used in the cockpit. The large sheets
were bulky end often very unhandy.

. affensnni 3-TTI-16
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(2) Close air support missions and gun fire support often
were intergrated during the same period crusing unnecessery
risks ond danger. Therc were two (2) instsnces in which gunfire
support wes conduzted during and on the seme terget; thus cous—
ing decrersed efficiency of the support aircraft due to emphasis
on loock out precautions,

(3) In compering the operations conducted at both the
Inckon end Pusau aress, it wes very noticesble thet there was a
definlte lazk of over all control and scheduling during the
Pusan operationa

ce Recommendation.:z

(1) Thet a stendsrd grid system be employed for both Adr
Forse and Navy support worke :

(2) That grester emphasis be placed in giving pilots the
latest sccurate informztion end briefing on the position of the
current bombline.

.(3) That more tresining be given to new pilots in close
air suppert tectics and terget identification. :

(4) That more VHF chennels be uscd for close air support
missions. R

(5) Thet Control Centers be given nore eadequate commun~
ications eguipment. : o

% R. PITTMAN

B-1II-17
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
AIR FORCE
FIGHTER SQUADRCN FIFTY FOUR
¢/o ¥PO, San Francisco, Calif,
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| . 26 OCT 1950
MEMORANDUR | |

From: Commanding Officer, Fighter Squadron FIFTY FOUR
To: Commander Carrier Air Group FIVE

Subj: Close 8ir Support
Ref: (a) COVG-5 Memo of 21 October 1950

1. In compliance with r:lerence (a), comments on the Close Air Support
Zn the Pusan and i.chon areas are submitted herewith. Operational pro-
cedures are discussed on a comparitive basis.

4, Planning

1. A11 close suprort missions in the Pusan area were primarily
figall strike" missions, whercas the Inchon area flights were
scheduled in accordance with a promulgated operation order,

B. Charts.

1, No elose support charts of the Pusan defense perimeter were
made available to pilots in this sguadron. For this reason no
targets coulid be pin pointed by use of target ccordinates alone.
Only a general area, such as a village, could be designated by
name or by latitude and longitude. In all cases of a pin point
tarzet the flisht had to be shovn the target by a T.A.C.

At Inchon, clcse support charts were available which enabled
flights to strike pin point tarzets outside the bomb line with-
cut the services of a T.A.C.

C. Target Information.

1. At Pusan therc were generally no predetermined targets to attack
in the event contact was not made with T.A.D.C. or a T.A.C.
. However, at Inchon, pilots were thoroughly briefed on

b B-1I1-18
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road sweeps which verc uscd as alternite targets for flights
that were not assizned a c¢lose support mission,

D. Bomb Line.

1, Daily and accurate bomb line information in the Pusan area
was generally available t- pilots prior to launch, Bemb line
infrrmation in the Inchon area was usually vagzue because of the
rapid prrgress made by friendly forces,

E. R.I.0. Prccedures,

1. At Pusan flighis frequently could net report to the T.A.C.C,
without nrceeeding directly cver its geographic location. As
a vesult, fligit lesders, because of limited time on station,
had ta by pass the T.A,.C.C. and report to any available T.A.C.
for target assionment.  This prevented the T.A.C.C. from having
crinpleta positive control of 21l aireraft in the area.

2. Terrain featurss and use of emergency eguipment by the T.A.C.C,
is considersed t~ be the main cause ~f the R.I.0. failures at
Pusan.

3. Lt Inchen R.ILO. eentrel was rigidly eontrelled and communica-
tirns were very geod. However, when the T.A.C.C., was establish-
ed ashere, both the T,A.C.C. and the T.A.D.C. required R.1.C.
on the same channel, resultinz in e~nfusion and increased traffic
on an alresdy overloaded channel,

F, Target Designaticn and Centrollers.

1. Ceontrollers at Pusan were Air Ferce air and ground controllers,
Pin printinz of targets was difficult due to lack of charts com-
mon to Air Force and Navy, Air Force controllers usuzlly had
too many flights to contrcl with the result that it tock entirely
to much time to brief one flight ~n a target!s lecaticn. Often,
flights of prepcller aireraft would heve to stand by while jet
aircraft were briefed on the target and completed their attack,

2, At Inchrn Marine contrcllers could easily pin point targets by
use ~f gridded charts and pilots experienced no difficulty in
locating assined targets. Flights reporting cn staticn were
without undue delay when close support targets were nct avail-
able,

G. Armament.
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1. Specified armament 1nads, designated by code name tn facilitate
reperting and target =ssignments vere used at Inchon, but nct
at Pusan, It is c¢onsidered that the NiPALY bombs, ¥Ké6, used
were inaccura e and generclly ineffective. The considered
rptimum Corsair leading for general purpcse targets is the 1000

~1b. GP bemb with VT nese fusing and inst, or .025 seennd delay
tail fusing, together with & wing load of four (4) 100 1b, GP
bombs inst., fused ~r feur (4) HVAR!s.

2. In summation, it is c-nsidered that the following items were weak
prints in the Inchon and Pusan ~peraticns, and improvement is desired:

(a) VHF Radi~ Equipmsnt.

1. 'deguate channals commen to both Air Force and Navy,

2. Ground radis equipment should have added range and reliability.
(b) Grid Charbs.

1, Gri¢ charts common to all services and available for all
eperations,

{¢) R.I.0. Procedures.,

1. Standardized R/T vecabulary and procedure for both fir Force
and Navy,

2. Either T.A.D.C., or T..L.C.C. control, with no overlapping of
functi-ns or centrol.

(a} Zrmament,

-1. Continuved study -n ~ptimum lcadings, particularly preoper fus-
ing,

D. K. ENGLISH

{Enclosure {5) to CAG-5 Cunf.
Ser. 073-50)

. ' VAB5:0P : 3d

A16~3
26 OCT 1950
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From: Comminding Officer, Attack Squadron FIFTY FIVE
Te: Commander Carricr dir Group FIVE

Subj: Clnre L%y Suppert in the Pusan and Inchon Beachheads; comments
crncerning :

Ref: {a) CCVG—5 meme of 21 Oct 1950

1, In compliance with reference (a) the following are this sgquadron's
comments ecncerning the effectiveness or lack of effectiveness of c¢lose
air supprrt in sutject areas:

a. Pusan area:

(1) Tiais~n: Scumed tco be lacking on the higher levels, In most
instznces it was not knorn where frent lines were, This information came
in wvery slewiy and was wacertain, '

(2} Conrdination and scheduling vas lacking in mest instances., It
was scliem kncwn whether a fiight was t~ be close air support or armed
reccnnaisgance fr-m cne day to the next., There secmed to be no scheduling
~f Nayy flights over =nv ~ne particuler area cr target, There was no
central orbit pnints tn hold flizhts away from the target are2 until called
fer, thus an area would have many aircraft for a while and then when the
flights ha? te return to base the TiC woulcd be completely without, Fre~
quently Navy flights weould be held orbiting » target while Air Force F-5lts
were called in from other areas.

(3) JOC and T4{DC: In mest instances the reception of instructions
frem the JOC and TADC was extremely weak necessitating flying directly over
the statimn to cbtain desired roception. The number »f radic channels
ayailable t~ the JOC and T'DC was limited to four, consequently they were
always crowded and in may instances recepticn wes crmpletcly blanked cut.

(4) Flights: The actual number ~f flights launched flew close
air support because there were no secondary targets assigned by the ship
and the T'DC did n~t h ve any sccondary targets to assign. Consequently
the flight, after contacting.either the T'.DC or TAC, was on target only
a relatively short time, This scems t~ be an ideal situatinn, however the
scheduling ~f these flights wns such that many support flights left the
target area at the same time. The leading for these flights was unusually
light when compared with the normal loading ususally carried. This was due
primarily t~ the leng distance between the target area and the carrier
force, normally between 150 2nd 200 miles,
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(5) Charts: The charts used by the Navy in this phise of close
nir support were the normal air navigation charts while the Air Force was
using = gridded chart that we dic¢ ncot have., It was necessary tc cause
the T'DC ~r TAC tn repeat messages of lecation using latitudes and longi-
tudes in crder to locszte the gecgraphic secteor vhere the suppert was need-
ed,

(6) Targets selected: In many instances the targets sclected were
never actunlly sighted by the flizht leader. It was necessary for the
flight t» e¢xpend external crdnance léads on areas and towns on the order
~f the TAC whether or not he hnd actuslly seen military targets,

(7) Front lines: 1In many instances the exact knowledge of where
the front lines were wes n~t known., There appeared to be little use made
~f marker panels, a neccssity if pilots are nct tc attack friendly troops.

b. Inch-n =areca:

(1) Liaison: The clese ~ir suppert rendered at Inchon was well
plame- in advancc s~ tiat it wes knrwn by all c-ncerned exactly how it
was t~ be drne,

(2) Crordination and scheduling: Crorcination wos handled through
cperati~ns plens an" varinus cperaticns crders, conscquently even the pilots
knew what tn expect frcm TADC., By Air Cperstions Orders, sguadrons wers
aware rf bath primary and secondery missicns which were planned well in
advance. In schec/uling flights, the flight leaders were briefed ¢n second-~
ary targets as well as for elose air support. 1In all instances missions
were carried cut with a minimum delay,

(3) JOC and T'DC: In every instance instructicns werz received
from the TDC with 1ittle or no interference, thus enabling the flight to
proceed cn the mission assigned with 1ittle cr no delay., The TADC had
available t~ him 10 radio channels so that flights rendering support would
net interfere with the reporting in and cut net., ¥ith the large number
~f flights reprrting in and out with the T.DC, this net at times was
crowded but that was the excepticn. Prier to a flight being assigned a
secrnidary missirn, a specific channel was assigned them. On a2 few occasions
mrre than rne flight was on one channel thus crowding it. However prior
to the TADC m~ving ashore, communications were excellent,

(4) Flights: The number of flights of this squrdron utiligzec in
actual clese air support was comparatively few, however nermally the
flights so utilized were able te stay in the tnrget area a much leonger time
and wer:e able to carry considerable more crdnance than those in the Pusan
area. This enabled the air eontroller to pick out targets of more value
than heretef-re, :

P B-III-22




PART TII (Crnttc)

; (Encle {(5) to CiG-5
bEm Accitich ngf 22:6073-50 Cont'd)

(5) Charts: ‘Thc charts and maps uscd by the flight leaders and
the air c-ntrcllers were standardized s» thot targets could be given by
conrdinates, thus targets were located by the flight lenders quite rapidly.

(6) Frent lines: Due tr the small but compact area ~f the frent
lines, the preblem of distinguishing targets elese to and beyond the front
lines was coatrelles e~mpletely by the T.CP. ilso panel mlrklngs were
utilized when flights were assigned sscondary missiocns,

2. The follrwing are rcecommendaticns for the remedial action coneerning
the ab~ve criticisms:

a2, The atandardizotirn ~f such items as training, communieaticns
phrascelogy, radic equipnent, charts, weapons an? even aviation fuels would
acernplish much toward eiiminating most of the =2bove discrepancies.

(1) Tt would be advantageous tr all services to train tcgether for
the mission ~f elese air support. The zord points of the three air. services
could be expicitcd so that ~ne nlose air support Aoctrine would be the end
result., Ezch ~f the scrvice compenents woulcd be awarce »f the capabilities
and limitati~ns ~f the others in all respects. '

b, It is necessary that intelligence flows steadily between the pir
Foree, irmy and Navy in order t~ perfrrm close air support effectively.
The last minute positinns of friendly and enemy troops is a necessity along
with known intenti~ns, capabilities and limitations. This information
would permit the scheduling of close air support flights tc remain over the
target area continuocusly. '

Co The'assignment to a ship or air greup, of o shore tactical air
gontroller fully equipped to handle all clese support flights regardless of
the origin ~f the flight,

N. D. HODSCN

B-JII-23
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PART III (Cont'd)

DE CL ‘ UNITED STiTES PACIFIC FLEET _
ASSI Fi ED .IR FORCE . GOVGe5/A16-3/9-8/(aep)
C.RRIER AIR GROUP FIVE Serial 078-50
¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California
CONFIDENTIAL 20 Novenber 1950

From: Commander Carrier Lir Group FIVE
To: Commander Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN
Via: (1) Cormanding Officer, U.S.5. VALLEY FORGE {ov-45)

Subj: Close¢ 4ir Support; Data concerning

Ref: (a) CTF 77 Conf disp 1802147 of Nov 1950
{v) CIF 77 Conf disp 1901232 of Nov 1950
(¢) CIF 77 Conf disp 190454Z of Nov 1950

Encl: (1) Tabulatod Data on Close air Support of Carrier sir Group FIVE (Props)
(2) Tabulated Data on Close 4ir Support of Carrier iir Group FIVE (Jets)

1. The information requested by references (a), {b) and (¢} is submitted as
enclosures (1) and (2).

2. No detailed records werc made rugarding comments or controllers on these
flights. Comments and controllers listed are as the individual pilots recalled
them from memory or personal notes., If the actual TLC could not be recalled
the RIO controller, ie licllow, Lazarus, ‘/ildwest, Devastate Lble or Baker, is
listed.

/s/ H.. Pa LoNHAY
He Po LoNHAM

B-III~41
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DATE
7=26--50

7-28-50

1200
POTHT

ORCE
129-57E
35~50N

125-37E
35-19N

TiKZ
OFF

------

0745

1000

1015

1300

1330
1615

0745

0S00

DECLASSIFIED

CLOSE AIR SUPPORT MISSIONS OF CARRIER AIR GROUP FIVE (PROPS)

PART ITII (Cont'd)

(Encl (1) to CVG-5 conf 1tr

HUI BER

AND :

TYITL A/C 'FLIGHT LEADER CONTROLLER RESULTS
L AD.g IT GALLAGHER  MELLCY

10 FRU-4B

6 AD_y,

7 FRULE

I ADwl,

& FRU-LB
8 FiU_4B

Z\L J'ILD—-} i

& FAlLLB

LCDR PITTELLN

- LCDR HCDSON

LCDR BiLR¥ER

ILDI RAMSH

LT SMITH

ICDR ENGLISH

1T GALLAGHER

1CDR ENGLISH

HELLOT
HBLLON
3EAWVER 1
MOSQUITO
UNCLE
FHLLOW
MELLCH

WELLOV

LOSTIITO
HIKE

LT R

Destroyed wareheuse

containing troops
and supplies.

Five (5) trucks
destroyed.,

Destrcyed 2 trucks
and damaged 1,

Destroyed 2 trucks
and damaged 1.

Destroyed 70% of
YONGDONG, destroyed
1 truck, damaged 3
other villages znd
1 RR bridge.

Trocps concentra-
tions attacked.

Napalmed CHONG;SAN,
strafed troops.

Destroyed HAICH NG
damaged YONGAINI,
inflicting many
casualties,

1 tank, 1 field piece
destroyed,

TP

AREA

YOMGLINT

TAICU to
TAEJON

YORGUONG

CYOUIU

PUHGCI-

YOUCTOMWY

TALJON

TONGI0HG
CHONG..SAN

H. CHANG
YOMGM NI

YONCONG

ser C78-50)

Good Control and
Communications.

Too many 4/C in

ares.

Geod Control, radie -
over loaded,




¢ DECLASSIFIED . e
_ P/RT III (Cont'd)

1260 TAKE NUMBER (Enel {1) to CVG-5 conf ltr ser 078-50)
POIRT OFF LND 3 _
DATE OBOE TIME TYPE 4/C FLIGHT LE.DER CONTROLIER RESULTS AREA COMMENTS
7-28-50 1845 & AD-4  LCDR-HODSON MELLOW Destroyed 1 truck, YONGDONG Controller
_ - 1 half-track, 2 jeeps, specified are
1 tank & 1 power for arr.ed rec
- station. naissance.
1345 4L 4b-4 IT GLLLAGHER LLOW Daraged 2 warchouses, YONGDONG Good control,
_ -1 trueck & jeep. Airea crowded
. ' Hewvy troop casualties. support A/C-
1345 8 FLU-4LB LCDR BARKER MOSQUITO Hit tenks & troops. HaMCHeNG Darage unknow
1630 8 FPAU-4B LCDR PITMVAN 4LIOW  Destroyed 1 tank,3 NaMwON
trucks. Danaged 1
_ _ tank, 4 trucks, 3 busscs
1645 6 LD=4 LCDR HODSON  MELILIOW | Dostroyed 1 village HAMCHANG Successful
: & inflicted heavy wission.
: troop casuelties. :
7-29-50 125-14E 0700 8 F4U-4B LCDR PITTY aN MELLOW Destroyed 2 power  HADONG
35-52N : . stations & burned
2 villages.
0700 8 D=4 IT GLLL.GEER MELLOW Burned HADONG & 2  HADONG Radio channel
sr.all villasges. crowded. Goed
Destroyed 3 trucks flight.
. daraged 1 highway bridge.
1000 4 iD-4 10D EODZON MELIOW Destroyed 70% of Poor control
village & destroyed Village was
1 truck and damaged only target
1l truck, given.

1000 & FAU-4B LCDR ENGLISH MOSQUITO  Destroyed 1 tank, HADONG
1 half-track. Darmagead
1 bridge.



®  ptuinooiliED | | o

1200 T.KE NULBER (Znel (k) to CVG-~5 conf 1ltr ser 078-50)
POINT  OFF  AMND . |
DATE CBOE TLT TYPE A/C FLIGHT LEADER CONTROLLER RESULTS LA - CGIRENTS
1300 ¢ F4U-4B  LCDR PITTMAN  MELLOW Destroyed ) trucks,  HADONG
Damaged 6 trucks &
2 bridges.
1300 4 AD~h LT GALLAGHER MELLOY Destroyed 5 trucks, SUNCHON Geod radio communi-
Damaged 5 trucks, 2 HADONG cations.
villages & 1 highway : .
bridge.
1300 3 ADu, LTJG WEST I'ELLOW Destroyed 1 jeep, 3 SULCLION, Successful mission.
trucks; Damaged 6 - KUSYE :
trucks, 1 bridge, ROCILHG
1 village., FOLS0NG
1600 3 AD-i LTJG JACKSON  HELLOW Destroyed 5 trucks WDONG  Very good control &
& 1 tank. Damaged 1 - radic procedure. -
field piece, 1 bridge,
1l village, _
1600 & F:’:;.U—}.;,B LCDR B.LRKER #030UTTO Destroyed L wehicles,. HATONG Several dir COHtI‘GIléI‘S
Bombed bridge.. - used, '
8-5-50  127-54E 1200 4 FLU_4B  LCDR ENCLISH  HELIOW Attacked CHINGU CHINJU | L]
33~0M village..
1200 5 AD.y ICDR HODSOW TELIST Damaged 2 villages, IOV SONG Poor T
ilany troop casualties,
1500 5 abey LT LOGN HELLOV Damaged SACHON & 1 S..CHON
highway bridge,
1530 2 FAU-4B LTJG DOHNS HELLOW Strafed & bombed troops. TAEGU
8-6-50 127—5E§ 0630 12 FHULB LT SKITH MELLCW Strafed troop corcantra- CHINIT
33-328 tiong neae DHINGTT & HYO GO

#T e, RIUPCTUN. -
. o . . n " L 4
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o OFCLASSIFIED °

' PART III (Cont'd)
—1‘ ' S — ' o (Enel (1) to CVG-5 conf 1ltr ser 078-50)
B 2.200 T:‘&I g ."LJ_

POINT Crr «ND

DATE ~ OBOE  TIZ 7TYFE 4/C  FLIGHT LEADER CONTROLLER  RESULTS AREL COM TNTS
0630 7 AD-} LODR HODSON  HELIOW Destroyed large sup~ HAIDON
ply dump & inflicted  SUCHON-NI
troop casualties, SUNCHON
0930 4 AD-p LTJG YEST MELLOY aptacked troops and SOHJU -
PINELPPLE _ rillages. EORYULIG :
HORSERADISH VAR LN .
0930 6 F4U-4B  ICDR ENGLISH  MELIOW Damaged bridges, S.NCHON — KOCH.NG
1230 4 SDay LTJG JACKSON  LELLICW Destroyed 2 trucks, KULCHON Fair control - not.
' 1 jeep, 1 tank & eneugh targets,
damaged KUE‘-.-TCHON_. ’ _
1530 7 AD=j .. LIJG ¥EST VELIOW Bestroyed 3 trucks, HATWILRT :
MOSQUITC - 1 jeep & damaged 2 ) .
JIG villages.
1530 6 F4U-4B LT JENNINGS  MOSTWITO  Attacked troop conw  CHINJU
FOX centrations in villages,
8-9-50 i2h—5hE 1230 4 FpU-4B ICDR BLRKER LOSWULTO Destroyed 1 tank, T..GU
35-43N _
B-16~50 130-11E 1230 4 4Dy LCDR HCDSON HELIOY dttacked troops in 2 CHONGHA Good flight.
37-11N villages. K.RGGCHONNT

3 power stations.
Damaged 2 trucks.

1500 - 5 Doy LT GALLAGHZ MELLOW Destreyed -8 trucks, 1 PDHANG _ Centroller appeared
jeep. Pamaged 3 HUNGH.E inexperienced. Flight
trucks, 1 villaga. HAXCHON TONG  assisted in spotting

: targets & front lines
h LT L) 5
S P _‘.




PART IIT {Cont'a)

®  DrCLASSIFIED
P

TAKE  NUTBER (Encl (1) to CVG-5 conf 1tr ser 078-50)
POINT  OFF  .iND o .
DATE OBCE TLIE TYPE Li/C FLIGHT ILE;DER CONTROLLER RESULTS ' _LI;LE“._: COMMENTS
81650 17 . ¥530 7 FLU-4B LT JENNINGS HOSQUITO Attacked troops. POH.NG-.D8NG .iiy & Ground TACs,
PONGY/ NG
1730 4 FLULE LTJG 1UNCIZE HOSTUITO Attacked troovs.. POHAMID-DONG Lir to Ground TiCs.
-POKGY.NG
1730 3 AD-y, LTJG JoCKSON  MELICW Destreyed 3 trucks, POH NG Poor TiC
damaged 2 trucks,
1800 4 FLU-4B LT SUTTH MOSTWITO  Burned supply and TABGU .
_ DRAGOHFLY  gasoline dump & 4,
villages, L
8-26-50 130-47E 0930 2 FrU.4B LT HERRICK YOSCUTTO  Attacked troops, tanks LERLN Gooad T.C.
36-47N . . and vehicles. | _
1530 4 FAU-AB - ICDR BIRFFR  MOSWITO  Mtacked trooss & sup CHLCHON_DONG
' plies. Burned 3 trucks ' _
& fucl dump, _
1530 6 4D, LT GATLACHER  MELLOY Destroyed 10 ‘trucks, HACHONDONG  Good TaC, Radio
1 mortar pesition &  ILLGHO-DONG channel crowded.
1 highway bridge. . PYONI NCG.NT
9-1-50 124578 1100 6 FI;U-L;B LTJG: BRY NT IS Bombed H.GIWN vil}_age_. ) HJLN - TUKSONG Emergency CLS ca_i
36-570 _ ..
1315 7 U-LB LCDR MURPHY HELLOW Burned 2 villages, T..ZGU
damaged 1 highway bridge,
00 & LDag IT GLILLAGHER  IELIOW Destreyed 3 trucks &  KAEPYODONG
3 villages with troops.
1700 5 ADes, LTJG WEST UTLLOW Destroyed 1 bridge & HALN _ CHUGAM NI

LOSGULTO ~ 3 buildings containing
VLUDEVILIE troovs.

k R TT T 40
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DECLASSIFIED

PART TII (Cont’d)

(Encl (1) to CVG-5 conf 1tr ser 078-50)

{ttacked troops on

Destroyed 4 trucks,
attacked troops.

Destroyed 3 tanks, 7
trucks & 1 40IED gun,
Damaged Atrucks.

Destroyed 10 trucks,
& 3 tanks. Sombed

Destroyed 2 field
pieces, damaged 4

ittacked treoops on

ridge & in town,

Destroyed 6 ware-

Destroyed /4 ware—

ARE,
SIND.JILLNT

HYOPCHON

H.tH

CHINJU

CHUF X ILNT

CIiTit TOHANT
CHONGJU
K LKGJU

320 (CHONPC

houses, damaged 2 trucks.

1200 LI NULIBER
POINT  OFF  .ND _
DATE OBOE  TILE T¥3./C  FLIGHT IEGDER CONTRCLLER  RESULTS
9-2-50 125-13% 0520 12 FrU.,B  ICDR ENGLISH  HOSCUITO
35-56N V.UDWILLE ridge
0830 5 Dy IT G.LL\GHER  IELLOY
1130 4 D=y ICDR RAHGEY — :ELLOY
10S"UITO
1STIPR
1130 7 F4U~,B LCDR PITTW.N  LOSQUITO
SFECT.L
INSTIEION troops.
14
1430 6 4D-y LT LOG.M PICKLY B.R~
REL
_ villages,
1430 10 F4U-4B  ICDR BARKER 105 UITG
V_UDEVILLE
9-3-50  124-01F 163c ¢ FyU-4B  LCDR ENCLISH iWIJ0° Bombed KLNGJU
34~20N
1630 5 ADey LCDR HODGON — LELLCY
houses.,
1630 4 <Dy LT G/LL\GHER  UELIOY
1845 6 F4U-4B  ICDR HURPHY  {ZLLCH

P

Destroyed 2 tanks,

COLT TNTS
Good TaC,.

Gond T..C,

Good control main-
tained,

Poor Communications.

Poor communication &
-weather,

Crowded communicgions

Urowded communications

CHINGDONG-NI iarinc ground T.C
damaged 15 field picces,
& 2 tanks. Strafed troops.




PART III {Cont'd)

1200 T.K& NUBER (Encl (1) to CVG-5 conf 1tr ser 078-50)
POINT OFF LND ,
EATE OBOE TET TYPE ./C FLIGHT LELDER CONTROLLER HESULT_'S RES _ng;é
9-15-50  124-12F 05,0 6 FLU-43  LCDR ENGLISH  L..LRUS Destroyed 1 truck &  INCHON-STOUL Good TAC,
36-L4N AL positions,
0720 6 FLU-4B  ICDR MURPHY  L.Z.RUS Destroyed 1 ammo dump, INCHON
4 machine gun nests,
and 20 trucks,
1030 6 Fil-4B  LTJG MUNCIE  LAZARUS ittacked supply dump, LU CHOH-TAZJCNG o
troops and vehicles,
1330 4 FLU-4B  ICDR PITTH/N  LLZARUS Damaged 1 i position, INCHON
1 gun emplacement.
Strafed many trocps.
1500 6 FL.,U.-_}_I_B _ ICHIR FAREER LGRS Bombed qun positiens. I%\TCHON _ .
1630 6 AD-y IT GLLLAGHSR  LALARUS Destroyed 1 gun position, INCHON Contrel poor dud to -
strafed beach crowded cireuit .
9-16-50  124-36% 0730 ¢ FuU~,B  ICTR PTIPTLLN  LAZ.RUS Strafed enemy troeps. LECHON
36-368 . ' ,
9-18-50  124-323 1030 4 T4U-AB  ICPR MURSHY  DEVASTATE  Burned 1 village, IHCHON-SEOUL
o 36-13N LDBLE damaged highway bridge.
92250 12823 0730 4 FLU-4B LT HERRICK LiZARUS Destroyed 8 14 posi~  SHOUL .
36~2LN tions. Burned 1 truck, LM RIVER
92550  124-19E O740 & FLU-4B LCDR INGLISH DEVASTATE  Jdtaclked troops & A SIOUL Yell Done from
36458 AL positions in SECUL., Controller, -
0748 6 :«D--;‘.‘q. LTJC “TEST DEV.STATE .‘ittacked tfoop concen- oA0UT
ABLE trations,
1045 6 :.D-J;_ LT LOG'N DEV.STATE ;Lttacked Ads posj_tions. SOUT,
' ABLE
pv = RTIT-AS




DATE
9=-27-50

?~28~50

93050

10-13<50

1147250

3200
POINT
CBOE

1RL=BAE
36-24N

124-50E
361,20
124-312
36=20N

130-07E
39-14N
128-555
39-33N

T.KE
OFF

TLE

0615

1215

1345

1100
1400
0030
0200
0500

1100
1400

1400

PART TII (Cont'd)

{Encl {1) to CVG-5 conf ltr ser 078-50)

Destroyed 5 field
pieces, 10 mortars.
Killed 200 trocps,

Destroyed 1 tank.

Sttacked troops &
machine gun nests.

Attacked troops in

Destroyed many mor-
tar positions,

~ttack enemy troops.
Strafed enemy troOpé.
Sttacked troeps on
Attacked encmy trooés;

Pamaged 1 tank, 2

Burned village &
attacked truops.,

Ui BER
-.ND
TYFD i/C FLIGHT LEGDER CONTROILER RESUTLS
2 FLU-AB LTJG LLBRIGHT HOSWITC
WILDWEST
6 FLU-LB ILCDR ENGLISH  MOSWUITC
YUILDWEST
4 FLULB LTJG IUNCIE FORBEST 34
5 TRULLB FHS W00D BUCGC. NEER
14 village,
3 oDl NS Hel. IN DEV. ST/ TE
:I.BIE
Lo ADL 1CDR HODSCN DEV..STATE
' :LBLE
2 FLU-LB ICDR PITTILN 1 OSOUITO
GRONITE
IR FRINN . LT SIITH FDSTUTTC
PL¥ER ridze.
5 JDay, LT GLLLAGHER  HICS-UITO
i H-II’L}.'I;T: :II:E.
hoaD=h LTJG JLCESCN  HAMMER
: {OSTUITC trucks.
- . H.HMER
Jy D, IT G.LLAGHER
8 FLU-LB LCDR RURPHY WILDWEST
MOSNUITO
WITIETEST

B-1IT-4¢

Sl COLENTS.
SU.ON
SUTON
INCHON-SEOUL  Good T4C ()
Hi11 #3464
27913 Cood T:iG.Troops
1280031215 surrendered.
UTJONGEU Good control and
radic procedure,
UIJOHGD Good TaC, :
WOMS N
LNJU
SHJU .Fﬁ’éor T..C, .
P:;I{CHON Good T;..C.' Radio
crowded,
Circled HUNGN.I! for
1 hr. 45 min. no TiC,
SIN.NJU




1200
PCINT
DATE OBOE
11-8-50  128-598
39-34LN

11-15-50 128-52F
39-28H

F

DECLASSIFIED

TLET
OFF
TLE

063C
0645

0o 30

0625

1145

1145

NULBER
_ND
TE 4/C

& T4U~4B
.I' -.-hD—'[I_

v

5 AD-g

FLU-LB
Z}. F :.’].U-- 1’ +B

3 4D

& FiU~4B

FLU_,B

xS

&

<Dy,

P.RT III (Cont'd)

(EZnel (1) to CVG—ﬁ conf ltr ser 078-50)

FLIGHT LE.DER CONTROLLER RESULTS
IT HERRICK MOSCUITO Burned villages in
SPECIL.L valley NE of YONGHUNG
ITJG J..CKSCN  DEV.STATE Destroyed supply
BLKER buildings,
IT GALLACGHER  WILDVEST Abtacked treops.
HOSOUITO ' o
JILDWEST
1CDR WURPHY FOSTUITC Burned village and
H'uRIR warchcuses,
ICDR PITTILN Burned truck and
village.
ICDR HODSON Attacked troeps.
LIJG LUNCIE  MOS'WITC  Attacked troops.
VILITEST
LCBR PIITIN  DEVLSTLTE  Lttacked trocps..
BALKER '
CIGLR 1y
LTJG J.CKSCN  CIG R 1, Jitacked troops.
LT GLLLAGHER — DETRIGTINT Destroyed supply
A warchouses,
ITJG LLBRICH Destroved supply
warchouscs,
LOTIT=R0

ARE
sifble s

TONGHUNG

YONGIUNG

ZNJU

SIN.RJU
LUNL-RI

HLKGLAOCLRY

KURU-RT

KUNG_RT
CUBGSLN
PYNCGS N
SCHO-RI

SCNO-RI

COTIENTS

G‘COd TJ’I.C

Good flignt in @te
of poor T.C,

Ne TaC, Followed.a
Parine Flight,

Good T..C, . |
Geod TU.C,

Successful mission.
GCCd T‘I‘*Gt

Successful mission.
Good T..C.




. fal i Kaloiattn ‘

Cuinmoont J0

| PART IIT (Cont'd) -

57908

m TiLT  NUBIER (Encl {1} to CVG~5 conf itr ser 078-50)
' POINT  OFF  .1D

DATE ¢BCE 1L TYPZ4/C  FLIGHT LRADFR CONTROLLER RESULTS S .
11-16-50 129-063 0645 /4 F4U-4B LIJG MUNCIE  CIGR 1  Abtacked trocps. H.P3.N
-56N | S—
3273 0645 3 Doy ITJG WEST WOSTUITO  Destroyed 10 houses — CH.NGPYONG.NI  Geod TAC.
- GRADULL containing troops. '
CRADULL 14,
1325 2 AD-y LTJG WEST INTERIUDE  Attacked troops, HUE-DONG : .
. 14 . S
1325 4 F4U—4B  LTJG DARROY  NOSTUITO-  Burned 4 villages. Lo Geod TG,
DIV.\STATE

13-18-50 129-19E 1325 2 F4U-,B  LCDR FURPHY S NDBL.STER Burncd village and S HTING. Sandblaster 2 very

1 &2 strafed troops. DONG neer TG,
1326 4 LDy, LT GALLAGHER  HOSTUITC attacked enemy treops, S HYL.NG-  T.C inerperiencsd,
SINDBL.STER Flight did most of
its cwn target spot-
ting.
B-TII-51




DECLASSIFIED ¢
” PART III {Cont'd)

GLOSE 4IR SUPPORT MISSIONS OF C.RRIER LIR GROUP FIVE (JATS)

1200 T.EE  ULBER (Encl (2) to CVG-5 conf 1tr scr 078-50)
| PCINT  OFF  ID > cont 760
D.TE OBCE TLL TYWE AC FLIGHT LE.DER CONTROLLER RESULTS “RET. CCHMIINTS
7-28-50  125-375 1530 7 F°F-3 ICDR L4MB NELLOH None NW.XTONG  Unablc to contact
35_19N RIV.R 1lellew control.
7-29-50  125-14E 0015 O FoF-3 LCOR D.AVIDSON ELIOW Strafed troops and N.ETONG  Centroller informed
355N ' pun cmplacements, AIVGR flight thot cireuits
wore overleaded, 4 4/C
diverted to doop sup-
pert, remaining division|
Joincd F-80 flight, al~
though not in radio
" contact, .
8-5-50 127-54E 1100 & 700~ LCDR POLLOCK  PICKLE Burncd supnlies on CHITGY - Unable to contact
33-07N B..ARTL road nnd in village, ' spceified Tal, Con-
. . ' tacted Pickle Barrcl
after 15 min. Handled
. 4 &/C only, Good TAC,
9-1-50 124575 1615 4 FoF-3 CDR L .MH.i VERLCH None K.ZP- Unable to establish
a 36-57H ICON3  rndio contact.
G-2=50 125-1335 0700 £ JoF-12 CDR POLIOCK ImsﬁUITO - Sank 3 barges. YCEGSlNG nited 18 min for TAS
35560 . MASTIFF © . te ecme on station.

Geed TaC onee he arrived.

NOTE: During the neriod 26 Julsr to 3 September approximately six other four planc missions seheduled for Clese iir

' Support were abortad peeauss they were unable to contact FELLCH CONTROL or worc unsuceessful in finding A con~
treller in the areca, 11 of thesc missions prococded on armed roconnnissance oftor wasting from 5 to 20 minutes
trying to ostablish comunications ns briefed.Llimitod cndurancce of the Jets prevented any further delay in
attempting to cstoblish rndio contact.

e
~ e s L&
i : Doall D 3



eesrtsa o e DECLASS HED;__
CUEEELT /l':e UNITED STATES PACIFIC‘FLEFT /616-13

. “AIR FORCE .
\ CaRRIER AIR GROUP FIVE

ff;From ' Commander Carrier hir Group FIVE o
- To: . Commanding Officer, USS ESSEX (0V-9) .

' ‘Subg; iction Report of Carrier Air Group FIVW (ié;éﬁgusﬁai951fé;19;,5"e:
co September 1951) B R A

\'Refév' (a) OpNav Instructlon 348.1

1. This report is submltted 1n compllance with reference (a) for
inclusion in the action report of USS ESSEX (CV-9).

PART L ICOMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MISSION'/
“a, The composition. of the group. follows

UNIT TYPE i/C OPERATIONAL A/C ~ PILOTS
| . 8/18 9/19 818 9/

CVG-5 . 'None _ Nome = Nome .1 1 - .
CDR M.U. BEEBE N o R Note #

VP51 FoF-2 16 9 2 22 e
LCDR E.M. BEAUCH4MP L C R o

VF-172 o F2H-2 19 IR VR ,‘1274'w2§>;h1
CDR M.E. BARNETT - S R R

CUVRes3 O RU-B 16 16 2 2

CDR"H.J. TRUM, III .3 Repe .t

6
3 ., V’;
CwEsy o sy 30 e
~ CDR P.N. GRnY' . aD-LL. 13 6 . Note #Z IEE
S
1
2

\‘¢VC'3 {Det) - Fl,U-5NL 3 66
oo b JG SO AR AU | ‘Rep. - ¢

L)

';vVC;ll (Det) iD-hW
LT M.R. MILLER T

VC-35 (Det) 7 AD-3N”
" LCDR F.F. BERTAGNA  AD-LQ T

N 4

ol = ER N IR SIVUR
(o,
A%

AU I 4
W)

»{45;5‘4_]f”’

VC-61 (Det) - F9F-2p
e TBllnote 3) 59 127 120

LT S.L. JAYNES

Note #l: The Airp Group Commander: flles regularly thh VF-51
- and VF-54. 2 LSOs, idmin., & Comm, Off not 1ncluded
Note #2: 1Includes 4ir Group Operatlons Officer. '
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The prlmary mission of Air Group FIVE durlng thls reportAvv
ing peried was the support of United Nationms ground forces, .
This mission was divided into two parts' 3.e. the interdic+.
tion of the enemy's lines ¢f communication and clese air L
support of United Nations forces on the frent lines. When- -
ever indicated by sightings or photographs sorties were sern
against the enemy's supply build-up points. Corsairs were
employed as spotters for Naval Gun Fire support along the -
east ceast of Lorea. The AEW Team was assigned to ASP cover-
age fer the ferce. The night hecklers found a great number
of transportatlon targets, as daylight movement was kept to
a minimum by the enemy. The Phote Team performed daily mis:
sions of covering attacked targets for damage assessment anc
prospective targets for evaluation plus- special phote cover
age missions., One assignment of 12 F9F-2 and 12 F2H-2 figh:
ter planes prov1ded cover for a Fifth iir Force bombing mapr-
shaling yards in RA4SHIN which is located on the Korean coasi
about eighteen miles south of the Russian border.

The combat evaluation of the F2H aircraft has been 3581g1
ed to Air Group FIVE. The enly special mention considered:
necessary in this report is that the airplane is doing an
admirable job under the capable direction of VF=- 172, An o
interim evaluatien report has been submitted separately and "
repetition is not considared necessary. Further evaluatlon
reports will be submitted separately as warranted,



— DECLASS\HED‘

‘PART IT; CHRONOLOGY

'durlng whlch the ESSEX relleved the PRINCETON, was employed by the Aii
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~The short perlod in Yokosuka Japan between 16 Lugust and 18 nuguqﬂ»

Group in last minute prepﬂratlons for its entry into combat. The war s
had changed considerably since iir Group FIVE left in November last =
year, Conferences with pilots from air Group NINETEEZN proved very
beneficial in providing last minute information on force dispositions

‘operzting techniques and intelligence. The complement of aircraft tuklk

be operated on board dictated that the excess allowance in aircraft b
left at Kisarazu airfield and kept in a standby status. Pilots were
detached on Temporary .dditional Duty orders and were available to fl
aboard as needed. The departure of .ir Group FIVE in USS ESSEX was |
as scheduled except for the threat of Hurricane "MiRGE™, which was
reported heading north towards the Japanese Homeland. The course of
the hurricane for the next three days was erratic and evasive maneuve:
were required to avoid it,

It had been almost two wesks since the pilots had flown and refres.
er operations on- 21 asugust z2nd 22 jugust were welcome. & full day's
offensive operations were scheduled for 22 .ugust but due to bad -
weather the operations were caoncelled and the only flights launched
were for Combat iir Patrol and Anti-Submarine Patrol.

€n 21 _ugust and 22 .ugust confercences were held with pilots of
fdr Group ONE HUNDRZD TWO. OCn 23 .iugust planes from sir Group FIVE
made sorties against the Communists in Korea for the first time in
over nine months. The flights were escorted by pilots from sir Group
CNE HUNDRED TWO to familiarize air Group FIVE with the terrain and
target disposition. This first day of combat marked the first air-
craft and pilot loss. LTJG Leo FR:iNZ, USN of VF-53 was flying to #he

- beach as the third plane of a three plane element, The flight pro- .

ceeded under 2n overcast of zbout 1500', Ls they approached the shor.
line the leader climbed his section through the overcast, but on breal -
ing out at 6000! LTJG FR.LNZ' Corsair was notwhere in 31ght No trace

hzs been found of the aircraft and the pilot is m1331ng in cctlon.
Weather thnoughout ‘the day was marginal to poor. -

On- 24 isugust sir Group FIVE launched their first major cffort com=
prlsed of a total of 76 sorties the majority of which were assigned -
m1551ons of rcconnaissance, Targets of opportunity were hit along al:

oads in the assigned area., Five sorties were aborted, one of which
was an ..D-4 plloted by Ensign STRICKLAND, USN of VF-54. He experienc
an engine failure immediately after take off and effected a safe wates
landing., He was picked up by the ESSEX! helicopter and set down on
the flight deck in less than five minutes, sustuinlng no injuries.
it the end of the second day all pilots in the “iir Group had their
first combat behind them and the qualms of anticipation were consid- '
erably lessened. The photo missions returned with evidence that ther~ ;
were good bridge targets on 21l of the major highways.

On 25 iLugust 71 sorties ware launched 30 of which were 9551gned
bridges as their primary targets. The talley for the day was three
bridges knocked out and four severely damaged. . The excellence of ‘the
bomblng heartened everyone and the spaces were rife with tales of the
day's expurlences.

-3 -
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On 26 August a. shocklng acc1dent occurred before sunrise., An ﬂD—)A,

- piloted by LTJG SHITH of VC-35 was seen to burn in mid-air and then
crash ints the water about five minutes after being launched. The
cause of the accident was undetermlned The aircraft sank immedicstel
and both LTJG SMITH and his aircrewman P. R. BAL CH, ATAN presumably
were killed. The day's operztions continued and the sortie count
after the last recovery was 94, For the first time contasct was madﬁ
with the TACC at the fron: and the Close Air Support missions coupler
their assignments receiving a well done from the controller for the1
accuracy., £ marked increase in daylight traffic of the enemy was no-

- throughout the area. There was a general feeling of disappointment
among the pllot> because the ES3EX was svhodhled to ;eolenlch on the
following morning.

On 27 Lugust the greatest single interest within the ship was mail
from home. The first few days of combat had dragged, and it seemed
as though the Air Group had been on the linz for months. On the 28%b
2ll flights excecpt one ASP flight of four aircraft werce cancelled
because of weather. 4 .

- Cn 29 August, expecting torgebs to be p;bn+ifu1 ovcr a hundred ..
sortics were launched. The results were not impressive The Reds
had gone back to moving during the hours of darkness. BE= rly in the
afternoon three rfprascnuatlves of the Joint Operations Center, Korez

- came aboard to brief the Air Group on liaison orgenization, ground
forces general cemployment and dlsp031tlon, and escape end evasion
technioues.

On 30 August the c,pablllty of tie enemy to rObulld and 1mprov1se
bridges along the transportation lines was clear to every pilot.

Each flight returned with reports that targets, notably bridges and
by-passes, which had been cripplud or destroyed three days previous
were back in operation and passing considerable traffic. During the
recovery of the night heckler flight Znsign B.J. KNOX, USNR, of VC-3
misjudged his altitude and inadvertantly ditched his th SN on the -
down w1nd lbg of his landlng puttern. He was recovcred shortly by

Cn, 31 xugust t¢rcets were meager ‘and scattbred ‘and although 92 S
sorties werc flown 1t szemed JLSt a routine day of war, 1 September
was spent in replenishing.

On 2 September 102 sorties were flown against brldges, transporta-

- tion supply pointts, and in Close Air Support. LTJG R.4A. BATEMAN had
- engine trouble on his way to the target. His aircraft caught fire an
- he was forced to bail out. He was not injured and was picked up near
‘the coast by helicopter and taken to the USS PARKS {DD-884). By this
~time the pilots were getting more cagey in their assessment of the
important features of the work and the risks 1nvolved. ‘Not a day had
gone by but what at least one plazne had been hit by Ai. The first
tiger like approach was rapidly mgturlng. Several pllots had flown
- through their own bomb blasts 2nd 2 more pronounced outlook on the -
- p01nt of survival was bccoming prev°lunt.
' On 3 September . .the fourth loss cccurred when LT Frank SISTRUNK,
- USN, the Operations Officer of VF-54 was hit by AA while bombing a
brldge. His plane was smoking 2s he pulled out of his run, and he
~ headed toward the east coast and safety which lay about thirty miles
~ away. Half way to the beach, at an altitude of z2bout two thousand
feet above the terrain his aircraft was seen to nose down in a steep -
- dive and crash into the ground:: The aircraft exploded on impact.
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There was no evidence of his having parachuted to safety, and there
"had been no radio transmissions following the damage. - He was there~'
fore presured dead and reported as killed in action, At approximatel:

- the same time Arsign Nell ARVSTRONG, of VF«51 saved his own iife wivh 7
a piece of excevtionally fast Aoaowork -~ He had bean attvackiaz = bawe
get in very hilly oour+r" WMile he was in nis ran he was hib Ly ..ag
He lost elevaior coutrol, uut ir a fracsion of a second e roiled in:
all the back tab he eculd get. His 1“nrafo, well loaded with ord- |
nance, came s» close to whe *rrunz thes he shesved off twoe feet of i
starboard wing <¢a 2 powasr voLeu' 3 babvrh» Sne -stick aad the trion
tabs he was abic to Ily ¢ Ir_eﬂolv territory &nd ve gafe oy. The gue’
choracteristicau of the planz were such that eanding speed ol over
170 knots wouls be necessary without positive elevator controi which
dictated a bail out., This was thz firs: ejection seat hail out made
by an .ir Groun FUMm pilot.  ABMSTRONG zjectsd himself, cleared thw
scat, opened hic ,Ju%e anc landed nceor K2 without Turther incidentn.

Up unvil "wle -EuCud of Seprember the Donshees had performed all

vt

P

assigned wmissions acdm ";bjy; hovever, due to s catapult launchings:
with heavy loacs tA suprerts for *be catanhuil hooks began %o crack. »
For this reason oae ﬂlrnrefo were grounded Forr 2ll flights except '

Combat air Pasrols for which thay wcre t“hnch"Q without external ord-
nance or fuel in the tip tanks. » j
On 4 September death struck CNLJp uan“rs."wo piictes Trom one squad-
ron. LTJG Ral{ BJ.L-.UAL._.JLTJ( USN Of .v "‘)..L WEE hJ . by r.Lc,.k the fi]"st
burst seen in the area, end crashed immediately tnereafter. " This was
considered strong indicetion that the gun emplacements in the area
were automatically or electronically controlled. LTJG J. J. aSHFORD,
USN, also of VF-51 on another flight failed to. pull out from a rocket‘<;f;
run’ on a truck. Both these aircraft expleded on impact and the pllot‘
were reported as killed in action., The statistics were piling up on:
both sides of the ledger. The Air Group - had destroyed seven’ brldges, ‘
ninety railroad cars, twenty five trucks, twenty five ox-earts, two '
hundred and fifty troops, and damaged about twice as many of each, the
o _prlce being the lives of five pilots, one aircrewman and ten alrcraft‘
T On~ 5 September the force retired to replenlsh the BOXER relieved:
.~ the BON HOMME RICHARD and the pilots of Air Group ONE HUNDRED ONE had
an opportunity to discuss the immediate operational problems.
- . On 6 September the Air Group was back over Korea with bricdges as
'the primary tergets. Of the thirty three bridge sorties. flown four
direct hits and nine near misses were scored leaving gratlfylng dam-
age_and destruction to the enemy supply lanes. For the second con-
- secutive day troop concentretlons of over two thousand men each wore
. sighted and attacked. ‘ O
o 0n 7 September 91 sorties were flown. Transportatlon was hlt hard;,"\
in the form of trucks rail cars and carts. -On one: of the bridge hops
" Commander P.N. GRuY, skipper of VF-54 was: -hit by flak while making his % .~
run on a group of trucks surrounded by gun emplﬂcements sending out - ..
intense and accurate ai. He mana ~ged to "nurse'-his plane to the coast
ditched and was picked up by the USS PC-703 and transferred to the,
USS PORTERFIELD %DD 682) withous injury. Late in a strike hop Ensign

E.R. HARRIS, ¢l VF-53 was hit by umall arms fire. His knee pad de-
flected the bullet but shrapnel prriicies opened his hand, knee and
~ neck. He returned to the force and landed on board, was 1mmediately
vglven treatment by DR BENNETT, the ulr Group Fllght Surgeon. The.
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wounds were net serioud however and he was back to flight duty in a
few days.- ‘ o o T ' ) ' o
"~ On 8 September the Banshees had part of the answer on the catapult -
hook trouble and were scheduled for armed reconnaissance, finding manj
targets of gun emplacements, troop bivouacs and transportation. Suc-
cessful drops were made on twe trains, one with eight cars and the :
other with twenty seven cars, all heavily loaded. The latter was left
with its engine and ten of the cars destroyed. The Air Group lost one
pilot LTJG J.B. P.RSE, USN of VF-54., He had been napalming troops ant
machine gun nests. He left these targets, flew on to a bridge, and
was making his first bombing run when his plane burst into flames,
crashed and exploded. There wes no indication that he had escaped .
the crash and was reported as killed in action. On the same hop LTJG
P.L. WORKING of VF-53 was hit by flak and had to ditch his plane, The
‘ditching was successful. “hen asked if anyone was on the way to his’
rescue the USS WEDDERBURN (DD-68L) reported: "The ship is steaming,
the helicopter is launched, the whaleboat is over the side, and suppel
is hot on the table®. ‘

On 9 September the force retired to replenish. "

On 10 September 101 sorties were flown. During the lzunch of one ¢
the Night Hecklers a flare dropped on the deck and ignited. The wind
blew the flare toward the parked planes which were fully loaded and
fueled., LTJIG A. G. SZYIANSKI of VF-54 grabbed the flare by the chute
shouds and threw it over the side, thus avoiding a possible disaster.

The Night Hecklers found more targets than they could destroy. These
consisted mostly of vehicles and supply points howsver. They dropped
spans on two highway bridges in addition to attvacking the vehicles.
Tn the afternoon LTJG P. L. JORKING and his wingman attacked gun em-
placements on the HODO PANLO peninsula which were shelling UN des-
troyers off the coast. They put the guns out of action and eased the
~ destroyers' situation, ' , o
"~ On 11 September 99 sorties wsre flown, The most lucrative targets
of the day were trains, of which a total of five were attacked and
destroyed, including 3 locomotives. After returning from a recco hop
LTJG TRELDELL of VF-172 lost all brake-action while taxiing up the .
flight deck.. Unable to maintain control, the aircraft eased into the
catwalk and over the side. The pilot was recovered irmediately.

On 12 September 99 sorties were flown. BSeveral runs were made on
trains but aborted a2t the last minute. The Reds are using treains and
tunnel cntrances as flsk traps., The train waits just outside the tun-
nel. +hen the plane mikes his run the train scoots into the tunnel
.for protection and A4 batteries near the mouth of the tunnel gct an
exccllont shot at the aircraft. LT F. J. PRENDERGAST of VF-5L was hit -
by smpll arms fire and wounded in the left knee. He returned to the -
ship and landed on board. S

On 13 September the force retired to replenish, about 1000 orders =
were roceived to launch strikes and rscco hops in the afternoon. - In -~
complying with this order & precedent was sct because for the lst time: -
a carrier had completed full rcplenishment and also launched a major -
effort against the enemy on the some day. It was hoped that the encmy
might be surprised and caught napping, but they were not. The strikes
were only moderately successful and the presedent is not considered
prac;iial unless conditions on the beach urgently recuire support by
Naval Air. : :

o : 41 ; ‘ S
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On. lh September 88 sorties were flown.‘ The prlmﬂry targets of the"
day were buildings and railrozd cars. = Twenty bulldlngs, apparently.
filled with inflammable material were destroyed. . A string of 50 box

cars werc rocketed and all but 15 of. them were destroyed.. During a
catapult launch an AD- hW was demaged. The tail hook extended upon
initial accelteration of the catapult. The launching bridle foulcd or.
the arrcsting hook 2nd wrepped around the horizontal stabilizer and

elevator causing severe damage to the empennage, . The aircraft vibrate

so violently that it was impossible for LT B.E. O!'BRIEN to maintain
control and he was forccd to ditch. Both he and his two crewman were
rescued successfully. -
- On 15 September. flight operations were curtailed by bad weather.
10 sorties were flown of which 8 were CaP and 4SP and two were weather
recco hovs. :
On 16 September 83 sorties were flown. These sorties inflicted:
the greatest damesge to date, including a hangar full of ammunition,
four locomotives damaged, three bridge spans dropped and over 200
troops killed. After completion of runs on a bridge target LTJG J.K.
ELLER and LCDR I.B. OXLEY of VF-172 had a mid-2ir collision which

dzmaged both aircraft but both returned to the force. KELLER's air- -
-craft had limited aileron control a2nd no flaps. He landed hook up,
bounced over the barriers and crashed into the parked planes on the
starboard bow. A gasoline fire ensued, Heroic performances of duty
were the predominant factors in the fighting of the fire. The flight
deck personnel and squadron personnel nearest the crash made courageou
efforts to aid the people injured by the initial explosion. Taking nc
heed of personal safety they disermed and removed ordnance loads
end moved aircraft out of the danger zone. In spite of all efforts ,
the toll of the .crash was 3 dead, 2 m1551ng and 14+ injured. Four air-
craft vere destroyed and four recglved drmage requiring overhaul.s

On 17 Septcmber 63 sorties were flown. Only one catapult was used
since the other was subjected to sn undetermined amount of heat in the
fire of the previous evening. The targets were not plentiful and :
attacks were limited to vehicular equipment and the usual bridges. '
~ On 18 September the force retircd to replenish. 29 sortles were
flown most of which were brld% strikes.
- On 19 September the final 84 sorties for this perlod were flown.
Bridges,: hlghway transportation 2nd supply points were the primary tar
gets. One aD-4L was lost after launching when the engine failed. The
pilot LT 4.3W. BRYaNT of VF-54 was rescued by helicopter.. Following
the last recovery the ZSSEX retired from the force and stecmed for
Japan. :

20 Se ptember. No fllght operations. o

21 Scptbmber Arrived Yokosuka, Japan for. the first qvallablllty i
reriod.
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-~ There is a material shortage in Oldsmobile Feed IMechanism:
-for the Corsair and AD wing guns. At present there are no
spares on the ship and the damared, or defective mechanisms a:
being repaired. This constitutes a drein on maintenance witi -
an unsatisfactory performance of the guns in the air. The de
fective mechanisms are almost exclusively left hand feeds.
There are a few of the old type Davis Feed lechanisms on boa:
but they were ordered unserviceable by OML-GV-8-51. Further
shortage exists in spare parts kits for these guns. At pres¢
it is necessary to draw a new gun and cannibalize for parts,

' This is another sap on manpower since guns must be de-presers
prior to the use of the varts. :

The cleaning facilities on the ESSEX are designed for .50

calibre weapons which makes gun cleaning a laborious process.
The spare guns carricd on board are for the FOF and the AD,  ~
and have no mount adaptors for the F4LU-4B. As a result the
gun mounts for the FLU-4B must be removed from the old guns ¢
used on the new. , : :

The firing circuits in the 2D-4L have nalfunctioned fre-
~ quently, resulting in a five to fifteen second delay between
the time the trigger is oulled ond the time the gun fires, °

After exhnustive trouble shooting the cause of this malfunc-
tioning has not been determined. The rear mounting brackets
and charger retaining brackets in the outboard guns of the
AD-LLs have failed. RUDM's have been submitted on these de-
fects and the brackets have been removed, This reduces the
- strafing effectiveness by two 20MM guns. :

Gun jamming and faulty machine;gun‘ammunition have not

_been a problem. — - T oo
. This shi» does not have adecouate ready service stowage .

. spacée for 20MM belted ammunition. “The spaces available are
designed for .50 calibre which does not satisfy 20MM require-
ments., ' . S o

The present rear charger mount on the F4U-4B is unsatis- = .
factory. leny mounts can be moved 50 that the bolt stud will: -~
~vass the charging lug. RUDAOs are being submitted. —
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'a satisfactory fix for the problem. It is recommended that

“rocket launcher be considered.
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Bombs

The hard tire trucks give their loads a rough ride over
the arresting wires and barriers on the flight deck. They
should be replaced by pneumatic tires. :
. The Aero-lk Bomb Rack is considered unsatisfactory. The ?;
rack will not stand the strain of 250# bombs when the wings
are folded and are working in the wind. The Mork 55 Bomb - :
Rack is recommended. It has nroved entirely satisfactory on |
the five AD-4Ls on which installcd. L

A totel 12 500# GP, 16 260# fragmentation and 10 napalm
bombs have oroved duds. No conclusive reason has been det~
ermined but the fact that the failures 211 occurred during a
short pcriod indicates a bad group of fuzes., During these ©
days several bombs were jettisoned on safe but exploded on
impact. The arming wires were not brought back by the air-  *
craft. Several VT fuzed bombs have exploded prematurely. af’
relcase the bombs fell aporoximately 1000 feet and then ex-
ploded. ) :

In three instances the Mark 51 Bomb Rack tail arming
solonoid plunger has burred with use thus postively arming
the tail fuzes of bombs prior to being armed by the pilot,

Rockets

Rocket difficulties in the FRH-2 and F9F-2 consisted
breaking of the pig tail connections at high speeds. ne
present pig tail will not stand the whipping caused atl&pé:
required in regular strafing or rocket runs. The best: oz Th
spot correction for this fault has been the taping of .the!p
tail to the fins of the rockets keeping them taut and pre-
venting any movement due to air flow. This,however, is not
’ % ’:,ui
s T :
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direct plug in electrical circuit in conjunction with the
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vd;‘ ‘Ordahce;expenditureé for the opérating ?efidd afe as
: followss P LV A S :
MUNITIONS ,krgggfi F2H  FLU A  ToTAL
20004 e "‘ 0" 0. - 0 47 T
10004 GP 0 0 35 423 L58
5004 GP 0 o 198 271 469
250# GP 3L 0 L4 1439 . 1937
100# GP 362 92 896 1021 2371
260# Frag | 6 0] 552 675 1233 ,
3504 DB ' 00 1 7 g 0~
6.57 ATAR 288 181 10 20 499
5.0" HFAR - 338 ' 0 1168 0 506
3.25" SH o .0 6 30 . 36
, NAPALM 0 . 0 133 289 422
200 96,417 53,990 113,020 61,565 324,993
Flares Mk 6 0 0 o 0 0 oF
AN M12-INC 0 0 0 0 0 g
 M-29 Clusters O 0 1 19 31
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a., Damage to Ememy . Damaged Destroyed
TALNKS . : 1. 2
TRUCKS ‘ 96 v L8
C4RS 5 , 6
LOCOS - ; 11 3
0XCARTS LO 60.
HY BRIDGES . 29 ' 10#
SUPPLY DUMPS 8
FACTORY S
WAREHOUSES 8 5
BKS & BUILDINGS 107 70
GUN EMPLACEMENTS 13 28
MORTAR EMPLACEMENTS
LUMBER PILES 2 A g
HORSES ' 1 oo
VILLAGES 1
BOATS 5
POWER INSTALLATION : 1
BUNKERS . 1
RR Y:RDS ‘ 6 L
RR TUNNELS. , 1
RR TRALCKS 8 15%
"RR CARS : 367 ' ' 245 . .
RR BRIDGES | 52 R1# '
TROOPS KILLED S : - : 1072##,
'RR ‘BYP4SS , 11 k-
HWY BYPASS o 5 , s
HANGARS ﬂ 3
"FUEL DUMPS 2 2
D:MS : . : : S .3 .
VI B e
COMIAND POST : 1

% These figures include only targets positively identified:
and the actual damage observed. Unobserved damage or un=
identified targets were not tabulated.

# Bridges with 2t least one complpte ‘break are counted as
destroyed. . ,
7 , . L
% Damages where tracks are broken or cratered 1nclud1ng brldg~
ramps and apnroaches, -
*%¥ Includes river beds whbre fords have been bullt up.l

## 530 obsprved troop casualties 542 estlmated casualtles.
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: o _ VF-51" O
"DATE TYPE A/C  DAMAGE . o INFLICTED BY
8-—21.(. 51 F9F-2 ~Frag Holes . . - % Unknown .
8-29~51 " Erllet Holes - , .30 Calibre
8-29-51 n ~ Bullet Holes 30 Calibre
9+2+5%. " - Bullet Holes | 20MM
9-2-51 " Bullet Holes , - 30 Calibre
9-2-51 n Shrapnel Holes - Shrapnel
9-3-51 " Elevator Cont. By Stick Unknown
. Rendered Inoperative : '
' 9-3-51 " 4/C Burned Completely
9-4,~51 1 Bullet Holes 50 Calibre (Aporox)
9-4-~51 n Bullet Holes 30 Calibre
O-4-51 " Presumed Fuel Sustem Rup- 4O MM (presumed)
tured Causing Flre _
9~4=-51 " Bullet Holes 30 Calibre
9-4-51 "o 4/C Exploded with Pllot When it hit Earth
9-4~51 " - A/C Exploded with Pilot When it hit Earth
9-7-51 " Bullet Holes ' 50 Calibre, A s
9-16~-51 " " Bullet Holes ' 30 Calibre ,
| VF-172
8-21-51 FRH-2 Bullet Holes 20MM-E
8-30-51 " Frag Holes : . Unknown - -
8-30-51 " Bullet Holes 30 Calibre
9-11-51 " ’ Bullet Holes Small Arms
VF-53
8-23-51 F4U-4B  Bomb Frag Holes 250# G.P.
. 8=24~51 "o . Biullet Holes : , 30 Calibre
8-25451 n Speed Ring Leading Edge - Ammo Link
- 8~25-51 - Bullet Holes - Small Arms -
- 8=29-51 .- " -~ = Bullet Holes - IR “27 Calibre
8-31-51 "o - Flak & Bullet Holes - 37MM° 50 Calibre
8-31-51 . - _Flak Holes 37MM
- 8-31-51 " ~ Bullet Holes 50 Calibre
©9-2-51 n L/C. Burned ifter L031ng 0il -
9-7-51 " " v Bullet Holes 30 Calibre, A
9-8-51 "o - Bomb Frag & Bullet Holes 30 Calibre
9-8-51  n ~Bullet Holes _ "~ 50 Calibre
9~8-51 " Bullet Holes o 30 Calibre = . -
- 9-8-51 " '4/C Ditched in Water - 50 Calibre (Presumed, -
9-10-51 " Bullet Holes o 50 & 30 Calibre
VF-54 B
8-21-51 .AD-i ‘Bullet Holes o CR20MM-E %
8-23-51 AD-4L  Bomb Frag Holes . 250# G.P. -
cAm— | -12 -
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8-24-51

8-25-51

8-25-51
8-25-51
3~26-51
£-26-51
g-26-51
8-29-51
£-29-51
8-29-51
8-29-51
8-30-51
8~30-51
8-30-51
8-39-51
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1
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Controlled Land, In Water

~ Bullet Holes
" . Bullet Holes

Bullet Holes
Frag Holes- -

- 30 Calibre,:

50 Calibre,
50 Calibre,
2504 G.P.

Plane Completely DlSlntegrated

. Plane Exploded in 4ir

Bullet Holes

Bullet Holes

Bullet Holes

Bullet Holes

Bullet Holes

Bullet Holes

Bullet Holes

Bullet Holes

Frag Holes

Flak Holes

Bullet Holes -

4/C Completely Destroyed
Bullet Holes

Flak Holes

Rrag Holes

Flak Holes

Flak & Bullet Holes
Bullet Holes

Bullet Holes
Frag Hole

0il Lezk thur small hole in

Bngine Cowling

~ A/C Exploded in air

Bullet Holes

~ Bullet Holes & Flak Holes

Bullet Holes
Bullet Holes
Bullet Holes
Bullet Holes

v+ . Bullet Holes

Bullst Holes -
Bullet Holes
Bullet Holes

~Frag Holes

Bullet Holes:

- 13 -

30 Calibre,
LOMM-E

27 Calibre,
4L, OMM-~E

27 Calibre,
37 Calibre,
27 Calibre
27 Calibre
2604 G.P,
37MM-E

30 Calibre
Small Arms
50 Calibre
37VMM
26077‘ T - [}
37MM

CVG-5 A16-13
Serla{ 06 -51

= e

o

37vM & 30 Cal

50 & 22 Callbre, A

20MM-E
37MM

50 Calibre

Ground Fire

20MM~-E

20MM-E
20MM -E
20MM -E

20MM & 27 Callbre

50 Calibre
50 Calibre

- 20MM

20MM

. 250# G.P.-E,
20MM-E

- 20.& 37MM-E
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PERSONNEL

M ASSIFIED

de -

Ce

A N VA

Officer -

With theﬂpreqent z1lowance of aircraft. the number of pilc
assigned to each squacdron is considered adeguate for current

- operations. .. firm reguirement exists for a quallfled grounc

ordnance officer capable of instructing pilots in bomb and f.
selection, competent in armament maintenance and qualified ir
supurv1s1on dlreCuwon and installation of ordnance. This re
commendntion was. previously submitted and concurred with by
Commrnder iir Force, Pacific Fleet.

Enlisted

This iir Group deployed to WesPac with allowance of 606
enlisted personnel. This allowance includes the basic squad-
ron's n2llowance and the composite squadron detrchments. Recc
mendations were previously mPde to increase the cenlisted ordr

- rates after the 4ir Group's first cruise. This recommendatic

was given consideration and the complement increased,. however
the requirement has been further increased by current operati

Casualties

“The Air Group lost seven (7) pilots, one (1) aircrewman ar
four (4) flight deck crewman during the reporting period.

LTJG Eugene Leo FRAINZ, 504418/1315, USNR, VF-53 Separated
from flight leader in instrument weather no further con-
tect. Missing in Action. .

LTJG Lorea Dickerson. SMITH 496608/1315 USNR Vc-35, v
BiLCH, Phllllp‘”endall TnN 325 36 20, USN, VC~35
hlrcrnft observed to burn ﬂnd crash 1nto sea approxlmﬁtely
Plve mlnutes after t~ke-off. Listed as dead.;

LT Frank (n) oISTRUNK 223752/1315 USNR VF-51 nlrcraft
hit by "nlt-“lrchft flre, crnshbd. Kllled in Action.

LTJG Ross hdy BRAMWELL, h98061/1310 USN, VF-51 iircraft
hit by °n1t~a1rcraft flre, crashed.v hlllud in uctlon

. LTJG James Joseph :SHFORD, 447202/1310, USN, VF-51 ershec'njj
~while mrking run on truck ~cause unknown. Kllled in- “ctlc,t;f

LTJG Joseph Buford P.RSE, Jr., 506396/1315 USNR, VF- 51, ,
nlrcraft hit by qn’rl--ﬂlrcr"i‘t flre, era tshed, Kllled in ...
setion : ; . o
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During the recovery of aircraft, F2H Banshee bounced over:
the barriers and crashed into a group of planes spotted
forward on the flight deck. The following oasualtics o
occurred:

LTJG John Ker«p KELLER, z+91960/1310 USN, VF-172, Listed
as Dead.

STEWART, William James, ADC, 382 42 50, USNR, VF-54, Liste
as Dead. ‘ ’ '

BLRFITLD, Wade Hilton, 4D3, 575 4O 12, USN, VF-51. Listed
as Dead. ‘ ,

NEIFER, Earl Kenneth, 40C, 311 70 90, USN, VF-51, Listed
as Missing. ' ’

HARRELL, Charles Lamar, 44, 335 56 65, USN, VF-51. Listed
as Missing.
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VI OPERATIONS
ae Opérétions,

‘This ends the first period for this Air Group in the oper
‘ating area, which was characterized by the successful :
utilization of techniques developed prior to entering the
operating area and the development of new techniques ga-:
thered from combat experience, ' -

_ ; . s
The F9F-2 and the F2H-2 jet aircraft were used exclu-
sively on armed reconnaissance flights and day CAP. On
Auygust 25, 1951, 23 jet aircraft escorted iir Force heavy
bombers on a high altitude bombing mission. ' This is be- -
lieved to be the first time that naval jet aircraft have @&
escorted Air Force planes over enemy territory during the-: =~
Xorean Campaign. A proposed jet escort doctrine with :
diagrams is submitted as enclosure (1) to this report. N
The jet photo unit from VC-61 has done an excellent job - = ~
of Photo Reconnaissance and mapping. The F4U and AD, L
propellor aircraft were used for Close Air Support, inter-
diction strikes, Naval Gun Spot, and Anti-submarine Patro!

The night fighters and night attack pilots have been
scheduled for day missions so they can become femiliar
with the operating area over which they must operate at
night, '

- With a large amount of North Korean supply movements

being done at night because of the day interdiction mis-
sion it is felt that a night carrier operating in this
area would be very effective, ' ' :

The lack of adequate communication channels is defi-
‘nitely a2 handicap while conducting armed reconnaissance
and interdiction strike missions. On these flights a
large number of transmissions are necessary and assigned
channels are over crowded. ' ' :

- On” armed reconnaissance flights this Air Group has ha
the opportunity to use and evaluate three armed reconn- °
aissance tactical dispositions consisting of two, three
and four plane formations. The two plane section had bee..
- used most exclusively by the jet squadrons of Task Force ;
77 prior to arrival, Over a familiar route the two plane
section is satisfactory. The low man weaves across the = .
road and the adjacent area at 1000 to 1500 feet above the -
terrain and from 250 to 350 knots, The low man cannot
navigate accurately or take notes if he maintains proper.
surveillance of the area for camouflaged targets. The - -
number two man must therefore keep the low man in sight,
navigate, take notes, be in a position to make attaaeks
on targets pointed out by the low man and to supress AA
positions. The two plane section could not be used of

‘ air opposi=- o
Al - 16
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- tion were present. The three plane armed reconnaissance
is considered optimum if air opposition is not expected.
The number:one man functions exactly as in the two plane.
flight. The number two man's only responsibility is to
_keep the low man in sight and attack targets. The number
three man flys slightly below and 45 degrees behind the
number two man so he can easily keep both planes in sight.
He navigates, takes notes and coordinates his attacks with
the other two planes., ‘ ,

The four plane armed reconnaissancé is slightly cumbersome

but will be required when and if aerial opposition is imminen -

In this formation the duties of the one, two, and three man |
are the same as in a 3 plane flight. The four man acts as a
lcokout and takes station abreastthe number three man and
weaves to maintain position. : ‘

The Air Group RESCAP Doctrine is especially fitted to the

current conditions under which the sorties are flown, It is.

assumed that the possibility of capture of a downed pilot in.

oves/A16-13/(g18)

the oceen is extremely remote and his caepture if downed over ~: i

enemy territory is very probabls., Air opposition is not an
actual problem but must be considered as an imminent threat.
On these assumptions the RESCAP Doctrine is best described
by example: : \ _ .

(1) ¥With a flight composition of eight aircraft one of which
has been downed the flight leader maintains sufficient

altitude to establish communications with a rescue agency.

The rezmaining six aircraft are directed to orbit by scc-
tion in three orbits each of which allows complete sur-
veillance of a 120 degree sector from the position of the
downed pilot, These circles are flown close enough to
the downed pilot to keep him in sight, but not so close

~as to draw the attantion of cnemy ground forces to his =

position. - From these circles enemy threats from any di-
rection can be attacked and suppressed with a minimum
‘loss of time. The position of the sections of plenes in
the circles are maintained so that one section keeps the
downed pilot in sight at all times. ' '

(2) With a flight.composition of two sircraft one of which

has been downed the airborne pilot has no choice but to - -
alternately climb to altitude to establish communications,

with a rescue agency and-dive to offer attack cover for
the downed pilet. The individual situation must dicate
the relative importance of the two needs in every case.
As’ 2 rule of thimb it is believed more practical to get
help as quickly as possible unless an immediate threat

to the downed pilots safety is observed. L
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‘RECAP is flown to give maximum protection and minimum
.indication of ‘the downed pilot's position. Terrain and
enemy troop disposition must be considered in affording.
this protection. - . ’

(B)FFOP'flights‘bomposedrbf:three.to’seVeh aircraft the
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VII MAINTENANGE DECLASS‘HED

a. Conventlonal Maintenance "
The low overhead on the hangar deck limits the areas where
wing spreading and drop checks are possible to two areas, #3
Elevator and the after half of Bay 3.

The ship is not equipped to stow the volume of spare parts .
needed to conduct combat operations. The modification of the
ship resulting in limited hangar space makes it difficult to
get downed aircraft to the maintenance area quickly. Such
delays result in re?uced daircraft availability.

Support of the propellor squadron's maintenance program
has been excellént. No outstanding supply shortages exist
at this time. ‘

k)

b. Jdet Maintenance

Considerable concern has arisen in the past over occasional
surges in engine RPM during flight. These surges are frequ-
ently accompanied by momentary indications of fuel pump cuLout,
i.e., intermittent blinking of the fuel pump warnlng light. ;
It has also becen observed that the fuel pump warning light will
come on momentarily with repld advancing of the throwtle con-
trol. Inasmuch as there is little or no information available:
to the saquadrons on the routine maintenance of the Turbo Jet
Control or the main fuel pumps, difficulty has been experi-
enced in trouble shooting this type of discrepancy. Removal
and cleaning of the high pressure fuel filter in the control
seemed to help, but it did not eliminate the power surges
at high power settlngs.‘

Operetlonel and combet d°mege account for the major portlon
of the work load of the structures scction. However, the.
presence of very capable and skilled personnel mcke loss of .
flight hours a minor problem,

The Banshee has proven satisfactory for operations from
the CV-274 class carrier, but highly skilled airmanship
must be used in landing with a pitching deck. There have
been two instances of landing struts being pushed up through
the wing scctions. The Banshee has proven that it can absorb
flak damege with the best of the fleet's aircraft, and it has
an extremely tough engine, 1In two cascs pertlcles have passed
through the engines doing con31dereble damcge to the blades,

] =19 -
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but not cau51ng undue v1brat10n or engine stoppage. Fhliure of
the fuselage supports of the catapult hook under stress’ of cata~
pult launches with high loading have occurred in some of the air-
craft. The Banshee tailhook has a tendency to hang on'to the :

arrestlng gear when retracted. F2H service change #84 is con-
sidered the answer to this difficulty and recommended as a re-
quirement for all F2H-2s working from carriers. The J34 engine
is an easy power plant to replace. Working at a normal rate, a. L
good crew can change'an engine,turn it up and calibrate it in les:
than two hours. A serious hazard to flight deck personnel ex1sts
in flylng parts of the catapult hold back rings at the time of ;

- launch. Occasionally they are picked up by jet blast and hurled
with great force about the deck, It.is recommended that a suit-.
able retainer cover for these hold back rings be designed and
issued to the flect.

In the FOF faulty flapper valves in the hydraulic system were

- allowing hook bounce on landing. The rede51gned valve and dash-
pot have eliminated this trouble. There is a shortage of parts
for the installation of the AN/APG-30. VF-51 is experiencing
considerable trouble with hook drops from the stinger position.
This is attributed to the electrical circuits which are consider-
~ed too complex-and erratic to be practical. When the hook drops:
as the aircraft taxis forward, after landing, the Davis Barrier
is usally engaged and damaged. This necessitates long delays in
landing operations while the Davis Barrier-tapes are re-rigged.
To eliminate the problem of untimely hook drops VF-51 is ground-
ing the hook raising circuit immediately below the holding relay.
This is not a satisfactory answer; however, and a redes1gn of the
control circuits is recommended.

A Amplified reports of the details of Jet malntenance problems
and their present corrections are entered in the monthly Jet
~ Information Bulletin.

SR . - 20 - -
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. TOTAL - AVERAGE COMBAT : AVERAGE PER PILOT
COMBAT HOURS : HOUR PER PILOT : COMBnT FLIGHT

SQUADRON
VE-51 s 624.,5 : 28,2 e : 17 5
yr-172 . 580,000 2 - 22.3 0 . 12.0
VE-53 1261.4 s 5Lk s 174
VE-5L 1539,3 - i 53,1 : 1.5
VC-3 : 220,9 : Ll 2 R 134
ve-i1 190.5 - : L7.6 s 16.7 -
ve-35 : . 217.7 5.7 43,5 s T 1L.2
ve-61 130,6 : 32,1 : o 20.7

"TOTALS : 4760.9 : 41.9 : 17.0

-——----—-----—.—-.-———-———-.—-.—--.—-——-———

A/C :F9F-2:FOF~2P: F2H-2: FAU-AB:FLU-5N:AD-LiAD-LN:AD-LW: TOTALS: |
SQD.  :VF-51:VC-61 :VF172:VF-53 :VC-3 :VF54:VC-35:VC-11: |
CAS % woo i cmem i mee p 124t 2 21233 4 o: o--- : 253

NGF P ; R L L D R T T SRS SIS

STRIKE : __. t--= 256 1 27 253:' 12 ¢+ === 548 :

CAP P72 5 =mmm 11260 11 3 2 f meei —emtomem r 210

RECCO ¢ 246 1 woce z 132 & com 8 mme 3 et e Dol 378»:
CPHOTO 3 et 92 ¢ com e aen ———imme —— “92;f

ESCORT ¢ 58 : —--- I R R R 97 =

ASP 3 ===t mem-i-e—p 63 bz 50 25 : 67 @ 152 :

NIGHT : : | . ' |
HECKLER: —== 1 =ome t mom f mee 1 35 & wec: 29 ¢ wee @ Bl :

FLIGHT : : o - 7 L
ESCORT ¢ 11 : === 12 ¢ === "t sl mmmlemm e 723 3 p

TOTAL : 387 : 92 :309 : 403 : 72 : 426: 70 : 67 : 1826
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PROPOSED NAVY JET ESCORT OF AIR QR__C_E BOMBERS:« R

—_—— —
T ~

1. The Nevy Jet Tﬁctlcs prooosed for cover of Alr Fofce Bomber
alrcraft is set forth- below.’ , ~

A Enemy-

(2)

(b)
{c)

@)

(e)
(£)
(g)

(h)

Superiority in number of aircraft.

MIG-15 superior performance characterlstlcs over F9F
and F2h, : ;

Anticipate MIGelS interception in strength over any
target in North Korea.

G.C.I. operational and effective.
Air contact will be made over enemy territory.
Enemy jet fighters will attack bombers as primary target;h

Jet attacks will be made abaft the beam and generally
within O45 degrees of line of flight,

AA will be encountered enroute and over target effective
to 25, 000 feet. :

B. Friendly Forces

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Superlor tactics and teamwork.

Bombers provide mutual air defense support w1th own
armament,

Effective range of bomber guns isr2‘OO feet.

Tactical coordlnatlon 1mposs1ble unless direct 11alson e
between bomber and escort units possible. : ; f "*"’”1

24 Based on the above ssumbtlons the following items should be COﬁ;f

sidered in the plﬂnnlng and operatlonal conduct of escort missions -
of Naval aircraft. . T . V _

(a) Prov1de maximum aveilable 3et alrcraft up to a factor of 1, 5 :
escort plane per bomber. 5 i

M

Sy
e

1‘.

(b) No escort missions be a581gnod unless a factor of 75% escort
plane per bomber can be assigned and then only when known -

enemy aircraft defense and the target prlorlty requlres the
calculated risk. - .

Yy © . BNCLOSURE (1)
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(¢) Bomber aircraft provide Simplified‘fendézVCué With‘jét air-.~

craft, If at all practicable bombers should rendezvous with
jets over or in the vicinity of the jet parent carrier/carrie
G.C.T. will be of material assistance in effecting rendezvous
partiéularly in bad weather., : ’ i

(d) Bomber command provide Navy escort with detailed mission
- plan, i.e., rendezvous; apvroach course, evasive action,
release altitude, retirement course etc, Close cover will
remain with bombers throughout mission. Roving cover will .
be allowed tactical manevverabilivy within visual contact
of base element unless engagement dictates otherwise.

(e) Operational limitations of jet escort dictateé that safety
of flight responsibility rests with the jet tactical coor-
dinator., ‘

3., Air Group FIVE escort tactics for the proposed type missions are

derived basically from USF-73. There are many variations required
due to the use of jet interceptors, however these variations do not
deviate to the point that integration between Air Groups would cause
complication. In order that the variations anticipated for escort
missions be known the following escort tactics are set forth:

Base Element - 30 Bombers

Escort (Low Cover) 12 Jets

Escort (Roving Cover) 12 Jets

' ~ | | =2 - ENCLOSURE (1)
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— o 31 October 1951

From: Commander Carrier Air Group FIVE
To: Commanding Officer, U.S.8. ESSEX (CV-9)

Subj: Action Report of Carrier Air Group FIVE (1 October 1951 -
31 October 1951)

Refi (a) OpNav Instruction 3480.1

l. This report is submitted in compliance with reference (a) for
inclusion in the Action Report of U.S,S., ESSEX (CV-9),.

PART I: COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MISSION
a. The combosition of the group follows:

UNIT TYPE OPERATIONAL A/C PILOTS
. A/ 101 10 10/1 10/31
CVG~5 .
CDR M. U, BEEBE None None None L% 1
VF-51 FQF-2 16 15 h3 1 21
LCDR E. M., BEAUCHAMP = . »
VF-172 - F2H-2 13 11 24 23
CDR M. E. BARNETT - | |
VF=53 - FLU-4B 16 15 23 21
CDR H. J. TRUM, III .
VF-51, » AD=-2 1 3 285k 27
CDR P. N. GRAY AD=l g 8
- AD-4L 6 6

- VC-3 (Det.) F4U-5NL 3 3 5 5
VC«11l (Det.) AD=LW 2 2 5 5
LT M. R. MILLER
VC-35 (Det,) AD=3N 1 5 5
LCDR F. F. BERTAGNA  AD-4Q 1 ﬂ -

AD=LNL 3 :

VC-61 (Det.,) F9F=2P 3 3 I 4

LT S. L. JAYNES

TOTAL  70%== 69 116 112

* The Air Group Commander flies regularly with VF=51 and VF-54.

%% Includes Air Group Operations Officer.

*%% CVG~5 entered combat area with 70 aircraft. 2 F2Hs and 1 ADLW /)
were left ashore for replacement,. }/

-1-
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31 October 1951

MISSION

The primary mission of Air Group FIVE during the
reporting period remained the support of United Nations
ground forces in Korea. This support was conducted in
the form of interdiction of the enemy's lines of
communication, The Close Air Support missions had been -
cancelled when the Air Group was in the port of Yokosuka,
Japan. The problems of interdiction remained much the
same, there being only two changes of note. The appear-
ance of a greater amount of rail traffic developed rail-
cutting as a routine operation, and an increase in Naval
Gunfire Support spotters gave an opportunity to particl-
pate in this important work. Night Heckler Missions
still proved that, by far, the greatest percentage of
enemy transportation is moving during the hours of dark-
ness. Photographic missions were flown daily and netted
excellent regults in the identificatien of camouflaged
targets and damage assessment in addition to special
missions. AEW and ASP missions provided constant pro-
tection against the possibility of enemy air or submarine
action, although no contacts were made.

An active combat evaluation 6f the F2H aircraft is being.

pursued and twe reports of the evaluation progress were
submitted to CNO in accordance with instructions.
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PART II: CHRONOLOGY

The respite offered by the retirement of the ESSEX to the
port of Yokosuka, Japan gave all hands an opportunity to
reacquaint themselves with 1ife ashore. During the ten day
period, maximum use was made’of rest camp facilities in the area.
A total of three hundred enlisted men and fifty five officers
were given an opportunity to use the rest camps. During the
entire in-port period, mainténance and replenishing operations
were conducted. Damaged airgraft were off-loaded and revlace-
ment s taken aboard, or repaired to service status, Staff and
Squadron Officers attended briefings and conferences at NavFE,
FEAF, and Army GHQ where minor problems of communications
intelligence, logistics, and operations were discussed, (At
the end of the ten days the Air Group was fitted with 73 aircraft
of which 2 F2Hs and 1 ADLW were left ashore to be used for
replacements as necessary). All hands were facing the coming
operation with confidence and quite ready to resume life at sea,

Refresher operations were conducted on the way to the opers
ating area, but inclement weather prevented combat operations
on the first day the ESSEX rejoined Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN,
The weather lifted during the night however, and offensive sorties
were scheduled on the morning of 4 October,

On 4 October, Air Group FIVE launched its first effort for
the reporting period. Forty-six (46) sorties were flown over

K ith the Banshees of VF-172 takin il and supply targets
ug g% ¥1re. e Banshees o 72 taking rail and supply targe

On 5 Octoler, seventy-five (75) sorties were launched, the
majority of which were interdiction flights. additional emphasis
had been placed on the effectiveness of rail cuts in place of
bridge destruction in the case of easily by-passed crossing.
Flights were ordered to crater tracks at regular intervals,
thereby forcing the enemy to disperse his repair operations over
a greatsr area, Corsair pilots led by Commander Herman J. TRUM,
I1I, Commanding Officer of VF-53, flew a rescue Combat Air Patrol
over a downed vilot from the BON HOMME RICHARD. In spite of very
heavy and accurate fire from positions on the ground, the Corsairs
succeeded in neutralizing the immediate area and a helicopter

- rescue was effected.

On 6 October, eighty-eight (88) sorties were flown., While -
attacking a bridge on the road west of KOWON, LTJG C. I. TEAGUE,
USN, of VF-54 was hit by flak, His planc exovloded in the air and
then crsahed into the ground. There was nc chance of survival and °
LTJG TEAGUE was listed as killed in action. LTJG Max MORRIS had
the privilege of making the ESSEX's twc thousandth catapult shot 5

A -3 -
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without an accident, Banshee and Panther fighters bombed and
strafed two troop concentrations killing an estimated seventy
troops. o .

On & October, eighty-seven (87) sorties were flown with the
bombers and fighters assigned rail cutting missions and targets
of opportunity, Four series of cuts were laid with a total of
thirty-eight (38) cuts in all, Corsairs flew another rescue
CAP mission over a downed South African Air Farce pilot.
Unfortunately, the pilet was not recovered.

On 8 October, the force retired to replenish.

On 9 October, eighty-one {8l) sorties were flown. Banshee
Jets led by LCDR James B, CAIN, Executive Officer of VF-172, found
one train with three live locomotives just after sunrise. The
train was stopped by strafing and 100# bombs, Prop sorties later
in the day and for two days following pummelled the train using
it as a dump target when assigned targets were obscured by weather,
The entire train was useless at the end of the attacks., During
the day twenty-eight (28) rail cuts were sewed in two stretches
of track each about three miles long. ,

On 10 October, eighty-four (8L) sorties were flown, For the
first time Night Hecklers were armed with napalm and found it to
be an excellent weapon for night harrassing of the enemy truck
convoys. Weather curtailed operations for a few hours in the late
morning but all hops were flown on a later schedule., Having been
hit by enemy ground fire, LT Sam CHESSMAN of VF=-53 was forced to
fly his Corsair to K-18 and land. The landing was made without
incident, but CHESSMAN broke his leg when he slipped off the oil
covered wing of his plane and was hospitalized.

On 11 October, eighty-four (84) sorties were flown again,
Night Hecklers armed with napalm and bombs razed highways west
of YANGDOK, Day flights were assigned supply points found in
photographs from the day previous, Excellent results were observed,

On 12 October, the force retired to replenish, Sixty-one (61)
bags of mail were waiting on the decks of the service force
vessels, the biggest load of news from home to date,

On 13 October, nineteen (19) sorties were flown in spite of
adverse weather conditions, Best targets of the afternoon were

direet hits into the mouths of tunnels, On two instances the
tunnels were closed off with land slides, and, in a third, a
secondary explosion after the impact indicated that a locomotive
hiding within had been hit, To further insure the stoppage of
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hiding locomotives, rail ¢uts were made outside both ends of
three tunnels with a total of seventeen (17) craters,

On 14 Octobér, four (h) sorties were flown, Operations were
then cancelled because of the fringe weather of Typhoon Ruth,

~On 15 October, forty-five (45) sorties were flown with
weather over the target area makin%.offensive missions difficult.
An excellent recovery of the last hop was made by LSCs whe

brought all the aireraft to safety in spite of equally winds and -
a violzntly pitching deck. y

On 16 October, the weather lifted and eighty-six (86) sorties
were flown, Assigned bridge targets, i4Ds and FLUs dropped spans
.on three (3) bridges and damaged six (6) others. Jet coverall
flights and reconnaissance flights attacked rail targets and
rolling stock with a total of two (2) locomotives damaged and

sixteen (16) boxcars and éondOIAS destroyed. While searchin
the road near MAJON-NI, LCDR Irad Blair OXLEY, Operations Officer

of VF-172, was hit with ground fire. Absence of radio trans-
mission indicated that the pilot was hit, His aircraft dived and
crashed into the ground. There was no possibility of escape and:
OXLEY was reported as killed in action. During the evening hops,
Night Hecklers armed with napalm found four convoys on the high-
ways west of YANGDOK, They napalmed, then strafed in the light
of the fires., Following-up with bombing runs, they accounted for
an estimated twenty-five (25) trucks destroyed and many more
damaged. , '

On 17 October, the force retired to replenish,

On 18 October, fifty-one (51) sorties were flown., Inclement
weather began closing in in the afternnon, Bomber strikes and
fighter sweeps hit targets of opportunity along rail rights of
way and highways, ,

On 19 October, twenty-nine (29) sorties were flown, and a
full replenishment’ operation wns conducted in addition. Three
trains were found by Night Heckler flights and effectively
stopped before daylight, Day flights finished up the job leaving
the trains severly damaged and the locomotives destroyed.

On 20 October, bad weather set in again but failed to cancel
flight operations, and twenty-four (24) sorties were flown.
Broken low cloud layers over the target areas made offensive -
missions largely ineffective,

On 21 October, marginal weather threatened most of the day
but seventy-six (76) sorties were flown. Skyraider flights had
good success against rail and bridge targets.
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LCDR Russell LEGKL@DER, Executive Officer of VF-54, and a top
bomber in the greup scored direct hits on six bridges and with
his flight succeeded in knocking spans from four (4) of them.

On 22 Octoberﬁ;clear weather permitted seventy-seven (77)
sorties to be flown. Jet coveralls and sweeps found two (2)
trains and several’supply roints which they bombed and strafed,
effectively stopping the locomotives for subsequent destruction
by the props. One-train, on an upgrade detached the last car,
which rolled runaway down the hill, Both it and the main portion
of the train were dttacked and destroyed. Naval gunfire missions
flown by LT N. E. CURRY and LTJG James R. FOSTER of VF-53
received a well done from ComCruDiv THREE for an outstanding job
of gunfire spotting and neutralization of shore batteries which
had taken the surface ships under fire.

On 23 October the force retired to replenish,

On 24 October, ninety-four (94) sorties were flown. Principal
targets were bridges and sections of rail lines that had been
spotted in use by the Night Hecklers. For the first time the Night
Hecklers had found convoys of ammunition trucks on the highways
and explosions followed good hits on at least ten (10) separate
‘trucks, The AD and FLU flights sowed 2 total of twenty-five (25)
rail breaks, In the afternoon an Air Force B-29 was followed and
crippled by enemy aircraft. As the B-29 approached the east coast
near WONSAN she called to the Navy for assistance, A rescue CAP
was flown over the downed airmen after they had abandoned the
aircraft. Naval small craft and destroyers recovered eight (8)
of the eleven (1l1) men who had bailed out,

On 25 October, ninety~three (93) missions were flown. Photo-
graphs from the previous day indicated camouflaged targets along
the highway west of YANGDOK, Excellent results were forthcoming
when the camouflaged targets proved to be suoply points, a dozen
of which were left burning by the attacking aircraft. LTJG

Robert DOSS, USN, of VF-172 experienced a cold shot from the
© catapult and his Banshee hit the water just ahead of the port bow,
The aireraft was struck by the ship, DOSS was recovered quickly
by the helicopter and suffered mild shock and bruises,

On 26 October, ninety~six (96) missions were flown, represent-
ing the biggest effort made by the Air Group for this period,
Primary targets were rail breaks and bridges. Following two (2)
runs from which LTJG William BURGESS of VF-54 scored direct hits
dropping the span of a bridge, he returned to make a photo run and
his aircraft was struck by groundfire, BURGESS headed for the Sea
of Japan. As he neared the coast his engine stopped and he glided
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to open water where he ditched, Rescue was made within range of
the shore batteries by the USS CONWAY, DDE 507. LTJG Ed LANEY
led rescue cover planes which engaged in thwarting fire from the
beach which threatened the success of the rescue,

On 27 October the force retired to replenish.

On 28 October, seventy-three (73) missions were flown of which -
twenty (20) were a part of a coordinated strike against the enemy
industrial targets atSONKHYON. Previous intelligence indicated
intense and accurate flak and the possibility of enemy air
opposition. The attack was carried out as follows, Jets and Core
sairs assigned to the mission of ground fire suppression led off
the dives on known gun emplacements, Immediately the ground fire
was drawn to them the ADs assigned to bombing missions commenced
their runs, Ground fire suppression was so effective that six (6
runs were made by the base element of which four (4) were bomb
drops and two {2) were fire~bomb and napalm drops. Upon completion
of the attack the strike group reformed and returned to the ship
with the fighters flying cover. Of the aircraft launched on this
mission none were hit withi enemy fire, Later in the day while on-

a bridge assignment the F4LU piloted by Ensign R. A, BATEMAN, USKNR,
of VF-53 was hit by flak. The burst came just under one wing and
approximately ten {10) feet of the wing was destroyed. The air-
craft began to gyrate violently and then dove to the ground and
exploded on impact., No chance of survival was indicated and :
Ensign BATEMAN was listed as killed in action.

On 29 October, eighty-one {8l) sorties were flown with rail
cuts and bridges again the primary target for the day. One strike
was 3cheduled to attack a strategic target located in the out-
skirts of the town of KAPSAN. One thousand pound bombs armed with
'¥T fuzes obliterated the target consisting of sixteen (16) build-

ngs. '

On 30 October, eighty (80) sorties were flown against transpor=-
tation targets. The harvest season had brought an increased
amount of road traffic for the preceding three (3) days. This
traffic in the form of trucks and carts drawn by beasts of burden
afforded the communiate excellent opportunity to smuggle supplies
under the guise of fall crops. This opportunity was used by the
enemy and attacks on carts and trucks brought seeondary explosions
and obvious o1l and gas fires to indicate that military stores
were in transit, The biggest number of rail cuts for a single day
were made, Forty-three (43) cuts for this day and a total of over
ninety (9C) cuts for the past three (3) days, :

On 31 October, the force retired to replenish. FQllowing
replenishment the ESSEX w:'s relicved on station by USS BON HOMME ;

RICHARD and the ESSEX proceeded to Yokosuka for maintenance, liberty .
and recreation, | | ' Ao
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PART III: ORDNANCE
a., MACHINE GUNS

The ready ammunition lockers are not adsquate for stowage
of ready service ammunition. Belted ammunition is stacked in
passageways and catwalks outside of stowage spaces., The present

machine gun cleaning facilities are designed for 50 caliber
machine guns, Conversion for 20MM use iS being studied but space
limitations are such that the groblem is not easily resolved,

Cleaning oiling and handling has te be accomplished on the flight
deck or ﬁangar eck. '

There are no spare part kits for 20MM guns, It is
necessary to draw a new gun to replace parts which are broken. It
takes six (6) man hours to depreserve new guns that are drawn. It
takes another six (6) man hours to change the front mount adapter
for the FLU-4LB because all guns on board are equipped for the AD
and FOF aircraft. ,

‘ There is still a critical need for Oldsmobile feed mechw
anisms, At present it is necessary to repair the broken mechanisms
or to scavenge feed mechanisms from downed aircraft. The only
spare feed mechanisms aboard are the Davis type which were to be
discarded in accordance with OML-GV-8~51, Nine out of ten of the
faulty mechanisms are left-hand feed, All new feed mechanisms

must be modified to fit the feed mechanism heaters which requires

about four (4) man hours per feed mechanism,

After several incidents in which bombs were dropped in a
safe condition because arming wires were being pulled from arming
solenoids by the airstream at high speeds, the jet squadrons have
adopted the policy of staying below 200 kts I.A.S., clear all
surface units and energizing the arming circuits. This system
has not been fully evaluated but indications are that it will
solve the problem, The possibility of inadvertently releasing an
armed bomb is realized and safety precautions have been stressed.

The gun chargers on the FLU-4B are unsatisfactory in that
they cannot be charged or put in a safe position with any degree
of certainty., An RﬁDAOE has been submitted and the FLU squadron
has improvised a temporary installation to hold the charger more
securely, '

The 20M machine guns on the .Ds, F9Fs and F2Hs was
excellent, There has been very little trouble with gun stopggges,
where installation of the New gldsmobile gun feed mechanism has

been accomplished. The FOF encountered some hydraulic failures

which accounted for several stoppages. ‘



<"erial 072-51 ¢

31 October 1951

b, BOMBS

Bomb skids are not suiiable for pushing the length of the
flight deck across arresting ;gear and barrier cables, It is felt
that bomb skids should be equipped with pneumatic tires,

There is still a critical shortage of M™55 bomb racks on
board. Once the MK55 racks hkave been fitted for use on a particular .
air foil it is difficult to convert for use on a different airvlane

making interchangeability undesirable. .

The primary cause of hung-wing bombs on the F4U and AD
aircraft has been a loose electrical plug connection between the
wing and MK55 bomb racks. A4Although perfect fit is not obtained the
electrical circuit will generally check but without a bomb

attached. However when a bomb is installed the weight of the bomb
will cause the electrical plug to pull out slightlygand result in

an unsatisfactory electrical connection. The F2Hs and ADs with
the Aero 14A bomb rack have had a similar trouble when the Aero 1l4A
rack was not properly secured to the wing and caused a poor
electrical circuit resulting hung bombs, -

On the AD aircraft there were two cases in which the
ejector foot assembly and cartridge retainers in the bomb ejectors
were lost when the cartridges were fired. 4 1000# and 2000# bomb
were carried on the center stations in these cases. The cause for
these losses was the failure of the bomb ejector piston retaining
key.' A contributory factor to this key breakage was the tendency
of the bomb ejector keK ¢lamp assembl% to become deformed.  This
clamp assembly is checked each time the ejector is loaded., No
spare keys or clamp assemblies are available on board which
necessitates obtaining these parts from new complete bomb éjector

c. ROCKETS

Several cases have occurred in which the locking pins in-
the pigtail connections have failed when inserted in the igniter,
resulting in a disconnected pigtail in flight and a hung rocket.

It was found necessary to exercise extreme care while plugging in
rockets to avoid damaging these pins,

The rocket pigtails continue to break even though they were
taped to the rocket fin and the weak links were reinforced by tap-
ing arming wire splints.. It is believed that the firing blast
from the adjacent rocket plus the high slipstream speed contributes
appreciably to the pigtail failure,
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d. Ordnance expenditures for the operating period are as

follows:
MUNITIONS FQF ' F2H FLU  AD TOTAL
20004 GP | 117 117
10004 GP 735 735
5004 GP - 233 W0 473
250# GP | - 8 2237 3108
100# GP 631 562 65\9 491 - 2343
260# Frag | 172 226 398
350# DB 10 10
6.5" ATAR 96 g8 . 156 340
5.0" HVAR - 60 457 121 638
3.25" SH - | 71 71
. NAPALM 11 L5 56
20MM 49,299 79,736 90,340 69,125 288,500
AN M12-INC 59 - 59
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PART IV: DiMAGE#

DAMAGE TO ENEMY . DAMAGED DESTROYED N
TANKS : , S |

TRUCKS i L5 ,

LOCOS ; S 11 8
OXC4ARTS | 23
HWY BRIDGES L#

SUPPLY DUMPS 3 2
FACTORIES ' 1
WLREHOUSES - 11 )
BKS & BUILDINGS 19 102
GUN EMPLACEMENTS 16 19
VILLAGES ‘ | 1
BOLTS 3 6
RR YARDS 10 -

RR TUNNELS 4

RR TRACKS - 557%
RR CARS | 166 31
RR BRIDGES 10 23
TROOPS KILLED ' 38L#H
RR BY-PASSES 2 10%3%
FUEL DUMPS . , 1
VANS 2 2

COMMAND POSTS 1

% These figures include only targets positivély‘identified and
the actual damage observed. Unobserved damage or unidentified
targets are not tabulated,

# Bridges with at least one complete break are counted as
destroyed.,

% Damages where tracks are broken or cratered are counted as
rail cuts, ’ !

*% Includes river beds where fords have been built up.

## 295 observed casualties and 89 estimated casualties based on
dispatch reports from the ground forces in Korea,
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DATE

10-6-51

10-20-51
10~-22-51
10-24~51
10-25-51
10-26-51
10-26-51

10-5-51
10-6=51
10-6~51
10~7”5l
10-9-51
10-9-51
10*9‘51
10-9-51

10-9-51

10-9-51

10-21-51

10-21-51
10-25-51
10-28-51
10-29-51

10-4~51
10~6-51

10-9-51
10-9-51
10-18-51

10-18-51
10~18-51

10-24~51
10-24-51
10-24=51

S

31 October 1951

Ak fire

b, DAMiGE TO OWN ATIRCRAFT
. . YF-51
TYPE A/C D.iMiGE
FOF-2B  Bullet Holes
FoF-2 Frag Holes
FOF-2B ‘Bullet Holes
FOF~2 Bullet ‘Holes
FOF-2B Bullet Holes
FOF~2 Flak Hole¢s
" Bullet Holes -
. VF-53
FLU-4B Bullet Holes
" Bullet Holes
n Bullet Holes
n Bullet Holes
" Frag Heles
" Bullet Holes
" Bullet Holes
n Ruptured #8 cylinder and
push rod
" Bullet penetrated exhaust
stack
" Bullet Holes
n Frag Holes
" Frag Holes
" Bullet Holes
" Plane crashed
" - Ruptured hydraulic line
to landing gear
AD=LL Bullet Holes
AD~l Loss of A/C due to
AD=4L ‘Shell Holes
" Frag Holes
AD=4N Severed wing flap
aD=4Q Frag Holes -
AD=l Frag Holes
AD=2 Bullet Holes
AD=l - Frag Holes
aD=l Bullet Holes
Bullet Holes

10-24-51

aD=4L

el

INFLICTED BY

Small Arms’ 38 cale
Unknown

50 cal,

12,7 MM

20MM

37MM

30 cal rifle

50 cal,
20MM

30 cal.
50 cal.
Unknown
50 Cal.
50 cal,

50 cal.,
50 cal.

50 cal,

Unknown

Unknown

30 cal.

37MM

30 cal.

20MM
Tracers high ~
explosives time

fuzed.,

High explosive.
High explosive
Armor piercing
projectile
Unknown

armor piercing
projectile

30 Cal [ 2ad A
Unknown .
30 cal.= A S
30 cal.~A
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INFLICTED BY

3I7MM - F
90MM -~ F
30 cal =« A
37MM - F
3I7MM - E
50 cal.,

gO cal, .
QO cal = A
50 cal - A

%D & 50Acal - A

Unknown-E, 50 cal~A
Flak
Unknown - E

30 cal, 20MM - EF
20MM - E
50 cal - I

Unknown

Wil S]F"': . 31 October 1951
b, DAMAGE TO OWN AIRCRAFT
VF<54 Cont'd
DATE TYPE A/C  DAM.GE
10-24~51 AD=-LL Flak Holes
10-25=51 AD=4 Flak Holes
10=25~51 - LiD=2 Bullet Holes
10~26-51 4D 0il lines & engine damaged
10=-26~51 AD-4NL Flak Holes :
10~28-51 ADwmLL Bullet Holes
10~22 gl AD Bullet Holes
AD= Bullet Holes
10~29-51 AD=-4L Bullet Holes
10~28 gl aD=l Bullet Holes
- AD=4L Bullet Holes |
10-30-51 AD-4 Frag & Bullet Holes
10-30~51 AD=4 Flak Holes
10-30-51 AD-4 Port spar cap broken at
\ hinge of port stub wing
VF-172
10=4=51  F2H=2 Bullet Holes
10~5~51 " Bullet Holes
10-11=-51 " Stbd electrical coaxiail
cables and radio
10-16~51 " Planes destroyed
10-22-51 "o Bullet Holes

30 Cal.-,- A
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PART V: PERSONNEL A

a. OFFICER

A pilot factor of 1.5 for all squadrons is considered
essential upon deployment. The attrition during the first two
(2) operating periods has reduged the factor in two (2) squadrons
to 1.3 and each of the other squadrons has lost pilots. It is

-believed that with a factor of 1.5 a squadron can complete a
normal combat tour without replacements. At ComAirPac's dispatch
request, CO, U.S.3. ESSEX made the following recommendations to
CTF 77: "On basis of 2 Jet and 2 Prop squadrons 1,5 pilot factor
recommended both types. 5 piYots for 3 plane and 6 pilots for &
plane composite units. Present photo requirements make 6 pilots
gor 3 planes very desirable,"

There remains a need for a qualified ground ordnance
officer on the CVG staff. Previous recommendations have been
submitted, The present operations require that a qualified ground
maintenance officer be assigned to each squadron in order to attain
the highest availability. Fighter Squadron FIFTY THREE is the
only squadron in the Group that has not been assigned a ground
maintenance officer,

b. ENLISTED

Difficulties have been encountered in operating with an
on-board count below authorized allowance. The following is a
break~down of the enlisted personnel status as to losses by
transfers and discharges under current directives for the past
month and the anticipated losses for the month of NOVEMBER:

| ON OCTOBER ANTICIPATED
SQU:ADRON LLLOWANCE BOARD LOSSES ' LOSSES
CVG-5 17 16 0 0
VF-51 119 114 l 3
VF-53 109 106 0 2
VF-54 132 124 3 7
VF-172 140 121 0 5
VC<3 30% 30 0 0
VC-11 28 28 0 1
VC-35 L3 L3 0 0
VoL 2ox 20 0 E
TOTALS -638 602 7 18

% This assumes the on board count for Composite Squadrons to be
-the allowance, '
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PART V: PERSONNEL
c. MORALE

Under the present heavy workloadof continuous operations,
the performance of all personnel has been excellent and morale has
been a factor requiring no special attention.

d, CASUALTIES

The Air Group lost four (4) pilots during the reporting
period as follows: . : ,

LTJG Cordice Isaac TEAGUE, 465417/1310, USN, VF-5k.
Aircraft hits by antigaircraft fire during recovery from
dive bombing run, cpashed in flames, Killed in Action.

LCDR Irad Blair OXLEY, 165618/1310, USN, VF-172,
Aireraft hit by anti-aircraft fire on Armed Recco flight.
Exploded upon impact with ground. Killed in Action,

LTJG Samuel Richard CHESSMAN, 521324/1310, USN, VF-53,
Received broken leg upon disembarking from damaged air-
craft, Transferred to U.S.S. CONSOLATION,

. ENS Richard Allen BATEMAN, 538138/1325, USNR, VF-53.
Aircraft hit by anti-aircraft fire during glide bombing
run, crashed and burned. Killed in Action.

e. READY ROOMS

\ As a result of the inadequate Ready Room situation a
study was made of space and facilities to meet the demands of a
fourth Ready Room. Ready 2, previously located in the forward

end of the wardroom, was moved into the wardroom lounge,

compartment A-212L. The movement of teletype, inter-communication
unit, telephone, status board, etc., was accomplished without
necessity of alterations. The end result was an adequate Ready

Room which accommodates 27 pilots and has relieved the congested
situation of twe squadrens sharing Ready Room 4. The wardroom .
lrunge in turn was moved to the space previously designated Ready
Rooem 2 without undue interference with messing and the general
concensus of epinion-ef officers is that it has advantages

over the previous arrangement. The interest of the ship in
accomplishing the meve in exact conformance with the design
suggested and the expeditieus accomplishment @f the work involved

is worthy of special mention.

| A
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PART VI: OPERATIONS

This ends the second period for Air Group FIVE in the oper-
ating area, which was characterized by several changes in the
methods of carrying out the primary mission, the interdiction of
the enemy transportation system. During the first period in the
operating area, key bridges’'were considered primary targets.

During the second period rail breaking of main rail arteries was
included as a target for interdiction. It is felt that by break-
ing rails away from tewn and AA emplacements that more damage could
be inflicted to the enemy without exposure of strike group to.

intense AA, The enemy is still able to rebuild bridges and rail
breaks in a surprisingly short peried of time,

On 28 October 1951, a sﬁ?cial strike mission was flown
against an important suvoply center near KAPSAN, Korea. The

strike was led by CCVG-5, ayd was composed of 4 F2H, 8 FAU, 8
AD of CVG-5 and 4 FOF, 8 FLU and 8 AD of CVG-1l5, The 8ets
preceded the strike group in the attack, strafing and rocketing
known AA positions, and were followed by the Corsairs .armed with-
VT bombs for flak suppression. The AD elements armed with 1000#,
250#, napalm and incendiaries followed the Corsairs and bombed
specifically assigned targets of warehouses and barrack areas,
The evaluation of post strike ghotographs showed that 35% of
the target completely destroyed, which is considered excellent
gbrithilnumger offa%§%§aftAinKo vgd. The tixt%cs used were °’ od
asiga those o o intens ire was encounter
ne agrcrgft wege shot down a{tggégh six rgns were made. ﬁ%ter

each run a complete rendezvous of the strike group was made and
the target approached from a different direction.

The F9F and F2H aircraft were used exclusively for fighter
sweeps, armed reconnaissance and day CAP,

For Combat Air Patrol air controllers have been requested to
give a 3~5 mile lateral offset follewed by a pursuit curve inter=-
cept with a straight-away of one to two miles on lew sgeed targets
(belew 250 knots). This provides jet interceptors with a tactical
advantage over the prop fighters and attack airplanes without the
hazard of Eulling in front ef the bogies as has happended
consistantly when planning the intercept for the beam or ahead
of the beam attack position., Furthermore, when bogies altitude

%Eli;oi‘maggg% isa?ort(thearu‘ etﬁathell:i than tge exigp%ion) 3 %he
etter e ‘gearc rou reater a ude -
entiai between % an 3 o;clock. %t‘?sgnot unusuai for tée SXP

to be vectored at 20,000 feet for a bogie of unknown altitude
and for the CAP to sight the bogie at 2,000 to 4,000 feet, It
is extremely difficult to search directly below and/or behind in
the FOF and F2H, s | o

. \
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The four (4) pilot photo team from VC-61 remained on top for
total missions ger pilot. The detachment had excellent results
and added greatly to the success of the mission,

The detachment from VC-1ll continued to fly the Anti-Sub Patrol
for the defense of the task group without incildent. '

The FLULBS were used for Naval Gun Fire Spot, Strike Missions,

Weather Recco and a few CAP flights. The AD-Ls were used for
strike missions and Anti-Sub %ﬁ%rol escorts. hThe FLU and Ag

bombing accuracy improved conéiderably during this period.

Leng delay fuzes, 8 to 15 ‘seconds, were_used geveral times
dgringn%his Egriod with very~qf?ectivé results, It allowed the
pilots to make drops at a minimum altitude and a slewer air speed,
resulting in greater damage per bomb dropped, These low level
drops were made in open co .untry as well as in mountainous

terrain, :

Over-crowded communication channels still remain a handica
under the gresent operating conditions. A request has_been made
to CTF-77 for the assignment of a separate air tactical channel,

Both jet squadrons are convinced of the value of carrying 100
or 250 pound bombs instead of rockets. Rocket targets have been

almost non-existent since arriving in the Korean Area in August,
Bombing accuracy improved steadily and the total destruction and
damage results was gratifying.

The bombing, strafing and rocket attacks with the Bahshee
are made from altitudes of eight to twelve thousand feet, in dives

of forty to sixty degrees.  This procedure results in better
accuracy with bombs and rockets, more effective strafing due to
impact angle and time on target and, with simultaneous runs from
various directions, affords AA protection by dividing the fire and
reduces the enemy's overall firing time to a minimum,

The night detachments on board did an outstanding job during
this periocd. The night hecklers found lucrative targets on the
early morning flights that resulted in strike flights being
diverted to help destroy enemy trains during the day,

_All Night Heckler missions were conducted in two plane sections, .
Various tactical procedureswere evalyated and tactics emgloyed by
this team were the result of compromise, The state of the weather,
of course, was-an all impertant factor, On clear nights it was
E acticable to break the sicg;on 1n§i 31n% e glane units, each

ané harassing the enemy individually, wo planes éta¥e
within five to ten miles of each other. Contact was maintained by
spotting of bomb blasts and flare drops, previously arranged

o’
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rendezvous points, and visual navigation. The planes, under
these conditions, were able to assist one another at all times,

- In case of inclement weather, all the above listed means of

maintaining contact broke down, and it was essential that the
section remain intact,

tact B8l P aleYok0 491 h18nRLeErand,8nE0,A YniE K2 ALY
found too difficult for the wingman, in so doing he lost his.
ability to navigate and search for targets. ‘

The night detachments on board are eValuating a method of
recovery of aircraft on a black night with little or no horizon.
It is believed that a dangerous situatien exists using the break-
up procedure outlined in current USF publications, beginning
when the sectien passes close aboard the starboard side and con-
tinuing until the 180° turn to the downwind leg is completed,

The wingman at night must immediately go from flying a contact
wing position to instrument flying with the ever present
o0ssibility of vertigo at a_very %ow altitude., During the

irst period ig_combat the VFN detachment aboard lost an FAUV
under SsSuch conditions, ‘

To alleviate or eliminate this situatien, the following
procedures are recommended.,

a, Sections should maintain a race track pattern along
the ship's heading. Break-up should be made in level flight
going downwind at a minimum altitude of 500 feet using a twenty
second interval, Using this procedure, each pilot has an
opportunity to remain oriented with the lights of the duty
carrier and plane guard; it also gives each pilot an opportunity
to prepare for his approach with ample time to set up for '

instrument flight prior to going to the 300 feet required at the
normal break-up point., By starting the turn to the downwind

leg close ahead, no_confusion exists as to the position of the
carrier or to the plane guard destroyer which is used as a turn~

ing reference. (See next page for diagram)..

b, Time involed using thé above procedures compares
ﬁg;orably wlth the standard procedures recommended by current
'S., ’

3/(cted, .
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a. JET MAINTENANCE

F2H~2 maintenance offered no serious problems for the
reporting period. One aircraft sustained a hit from a ,50 -
caliber bullet in the rudder table coupling assembly which

resulted in the aireraft being AOG for a period of ten days..

. Equipment for repairing the damaged cables was not available,
F2H-2 catanult hook difficulties has been reported by separate
correspondence, ’ ’

It is evident from experience in attempoting structural
repairs that high shear rivet facilities and heat treating ovens
for small parts should be installed on aircraft carriers. Such
equipment -rculd Fecilitiabe repair thereby eliminating the
impertance of dzlay intransport of spare parts or reoslacement
aircraft. :

FOF-2 moirtensnce problems were confined to “wo instances.

Fuel contamiration was discovered in one aircrasih following a
flight during wnich whe fuel low boost warning light indicated
fuel bypass of the low pressure fuel filter. The filter was
removed and tound clogged with an unknown substance, After clean=-.
ing the filter and sonducting a half-hour turn-up the aircraft
flew an houvr and half test hop successfully. The aircraft was
then kept on deck for sbout a week after which a turn-up was not
satisfactory, the engine RPM being restricted to 15%. Investi-
gation revealed the fuel pressurizing and shut-off cock badly
corroded. The fuel cell was opened and found to contain large
amounts of the szme unknown contaminating substance, The upper
main fuel pump and the turbo-jet control were corroded_and not
funetioning properly. All fuel control units were replaced by
new vnits and the ehgine checked carefully. A sample of the
contaminated fuel was analyzed by ComServPac and the report stated
that th2 sanple cenbained 115/.4F%F AvGas and salt watar, It further .
statec that the salt water conc2ined organic matter similar to

- that normally found irn bottoms of shore aqua systems using salt
water displiacement. :

A flame-out occurred (the first thot VF-51 has experienced)
at twenty thousand feet during an acceleration trom 84% to 97%.
Apparently it was caused by the sticking of the barometric control,
To eliminate recurrence a check of the barometric control unit
was placed on the thirty hour check list. It is believed that the
failure was caused by the poor lubricating qualities of 115/145
octane gasoline with 3% lubée 6il and by the infrequent use of the

barometric unit since the majority of flights are conducted at
altitudes less than 10,000 feet,

«20m™
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PART VII: MAINTENANCE
b, CONVENTIONAL MAINTENANCE

A %reat deal of maintenance on propeller driven aircraft
was accomplished on the flight deck. This increased the speed of
repair making it possible to fly the repaired aireraft on
subsequent launches the same day. ‘

A critical shortage of vacuum relief valves {P/N R«82-CV~

VS-13361) for the FLU-5NL develoged early in the period and two
aircraft were AOG for seventeen days until replacement parts
arrived. This AOG situation was alleviated by the use of F4U~4Bs
as night hecklers, but is not recommended as a general practice.

c. - GENERAL

. The handling ef current fleet aircraft on board CV 27A
conversions is constantly threatened by extremely small clearances
both with the overhead on the hangar deck and with other aircraft
since parking in minimur space is an absolute necessity. Hangar ;
deck and flight deck crashes must be minimuzed by constant training
of the men involved in handling aircraft.

Flak and ground fire damage accounted for approximatel?f
foriy per-cent of the maintenance work done during the operating
period,

Except for the above mentioned parts there were no
critical shortages., This was due to the cooperation and efficiency
of the Aviation Supply Ofisce on board, Those parts of which E
future shortage is indicatcd by past usage data have been ordered, .

-21~
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d. SPECIAL STARTING PROCEDURE FOR JET AIRCRALFT

On 5 October 1951, 2 F2Hw2 aircraft were forced to land
at K-18 for tail hook repairs. No facilities were available for
starting the aircraft, after completion of repairs were available

at K-18, An AD-AQ that had been adapted_for just this occasion,
as described below, was dispatched to K-18 from the ship on the

morning of 6 October 1951, ®o start the F2H-2s,- The pilot and
crewman of the AD-4Q were briefed with all pertinent instructions as
below. A normal start of both F2H-2s was made.” The pilot of

the 4D-4Q stated that no apparent overload was placed upon his
electrical system, Pilots of the F2H-2s stated that the power
source was adequate for a good jet start, Investigation of all
portions of the adapter assembly showed no indication of over=-

- heating, The procedure and material required are as follows:

(1) INSTALLATION PROCEDURE

a., - Remove main DC Buss,

b. Construct, from 1/8" copper plate, a new main
DC buss %" longer than the original, Drill
one " hole in extended portion of buss,

c. From 3' of AWG 2/0 cotton covered rubber
insulated cable, manufacture 2 cables, with
terminal lugs, ih" leng, Manufacture 2
cables, with terminal lugs, 4" long,

d.  Manufacture a standoff bracket providing 1"
clearance to hold AN-2552-3A receptacle, to
be mounted on starbaord side of A/C just aft

of station 96,000 and mounting shelf, utilizin '
‘present accgss late mountgnggbolts." &

¢, Install insulating material under desired
mounting of brackets manufactured in step d.

f. &nstall AN-2552-34 recegtaile on bracket,
ount bracket and receptaele on insulating

material, |
h. Install two 14" cables, manufacture in step ¢,
between end of main DC buss, manufactured in

step b, and center pin of AN-2552-34 receptacle.
i, Install DC buss (steps b & h) in place of DC ’
buss removed in step a.

- Jo Install two 4" cables, manufactured in step

¢, bhetween large end pin of receptacle &nd
frame of aircraft., - '
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PART VII: MAINTENANCE
d. SPECIAL STARTING PROCEDURE FOR JET AIRCRLFT

(2) MATERIAL REQUIRED

(3)

8,

b..

C.
d,

(29
f.
e
h.

One AN-2552-34 receptacle.
Copper plate 1" x 6" x 1/8",
Sheet aluminum 2&" x 12" x 1/16",

36" AWG # 2/0 DCC rubber insulated wire.

8 solder terminal lugs to fit AWG # 2/0 wire.
L 8/32 7/16" bolts and nuts,

1 /24 %" bolt and nut.

1 sheet 1/16" insulating material L" x 6",

USAGE PROCEDURE

a.
be
Ce

d.

€

f.

AD-IQ engine idling.

All switches in Jet "OFFY,

Install jumper cable between receptacle in
AD-LQ right "Hell hole"™ and jet starting
receptacle in jet aircraft.

Jet pilot turns battery switch ON and gives
",Q" pilot "Thumbs-Up".

"LQ" pilot turns "OFFY battery switch and
"revyvs-up" engine to 2000RPM - gives jet
pilot "Thumbs-~Up",

Jet pilot turns "ONY start switch and utilizes

normal starting procedures - gives "4Q" pilot
"Cut™ after start is made.

s Y |
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SQUAD- TOTAL COMBAT AVER, COMBAT SORTIES AVER. COMBAT HRS3,:.
RON + HRS, THIS PERIOD : P/PILOT THIS PERIOD :* P/PILOT THIS PERE@)'
VF-51 : 45603 H 12,3 H 21.7

VF=-172 : L1466 s 12,5 : 20,7
VF"53 : 97117 H 11&.&' T : llvl#oz
VF-54 3 1032,3 : 12,7 : 38,2
VC-3 : 166.9 : 11.0 - T 33.4
VC~11 : 147.2 H 10,0 H 29,2
VC-35 : 210,3 : - 13.6 : 42,1
VC-61 : 120,8 : 18,5 4 : 30,2

TOTALS : 3552,6 $ 13,1 : 32.5

e e dem G gk e s e wwwm e

A/C s FOF~2: FOF=2P :F2H=2 : FLU4B : F4LU~5NL : AD=4 : AD-4LW: AD~4 N+ TOTALS:
SQD 1VF=51:VC~61 :VF172:VF=53 : VC=3 :VF54:VC-11:VC=-35:

NGF :i : : o 62 : 6 : : 68
STRIKE : : s + 24,0 13 1312 H 7 572 %
CAP & 97: 66 3. 8 1 s : 171
RECCO : 103 : + 164 3 : s . ¢ .3 267 @
FIGHTER: ‘

SWEEPS ¢ R0 s 12 ¢ e ' s : 32 ¢
PHOTO ¢ : 7L s : s : H I/
PHOTO .

ESCORT : 47 : : 29 @ : : : T : 76. :
ASP : : : : : s . s 48 ¢ + 48 ¢
ASP : ' '

ESCORT : : ' 3 : + 207 2 26 : L8
WEATHER:

RECCO : ' ' s 2 3 2 3 : : 2: 6
NIGHT : ‘

HECKLER: ___ % o, % o Sie 3039 v ¢ 32 _ 70 :
TOTAL 267 : 74 3 2713 312 '3: 54 3338 :+ 50 : 66 :1432
~ ' . // / s f 7 1/:( o
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AIR FORCE " CVG5/A16-13/(cfe)
CARRIER LIR GROUP FIVE Serial 081-51

14 December 1951

Prom: Commander Carrier Air Group FIVE
Te: Commanding Officer, U.S.S. ESSEX (CV~9)

Subj: . Action Repert ef Carrier Air Group FIVE (12 November 1951~
14 December 1951)

Ref: (a) OpNav Instructien 3480,1
(b) CinCPacFlt Instruction 3480.1

1. This report is submitted in compliance with reference (a)
for inclusion in the Action Repert of U.S.S. ESSEX (CV-9) and

the division of data between calendar months is shown in
compliance with reference (b).

PART I: COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MIZSION

a, The composition of the group follows:

UNIT TYPE OPERATIONAL A/C PILOTS

A/C 11/12 12/14 11/12  12/14
CVG-5 . one None None 13k 1k
CDR M. U, BEEBE
VF-51 F9F=-2 16 17 21 21
LCDR E. M. BEAUCHAMP :
VF-172 F2H-2 13 15 22 22
CIR M. E. BARNETT
VF=53 FLU-LB 17 16 21 21
CDR H. J. TRUM, III |
VE-5L - AD-2 5 '3 27 %% 25
COR P. N. GRAY AD-l 7 7
| AD-LL 5 3

AD-Q - 2
VC-3 (Det., "BM)
LT J. S. LAKE#®x FLU-5NL 3 2 5 5
LODR J. F. DOHERTY |
VC-11 (Det, "B") AD-LW 2 2 5 5
LT M. R. MILLER
vC-35 (Det. "B") AD-LNL ° 3 3 5 5
LCDk F. F. BERTAGNA
VC-61 (Det,) FQF-2P 2 3 4 L
LT S. L. JAYNES TOTAL 734 7 111 100

* The Air Group Comnander flies regularly with VF-51 and VF=54,

%% Includes the Air Group Cperations Officer.

*%% LCDR J.F, DOHERTY relieved LT J.S. LAKE as CinC of the VC-3
Detachment on 1 December 1971, :

# CVG~5 entered the combat area with 73 aircraft., 2 F2H-Zs were
left ashore undergoing maintenance, -

o
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The mission of air Group FIVE during the revorting veriod
remained the suvport of United Nations ground forces in Korea,
This suoport was conducted by an interdiction program consisting
of strikes and harassing attacks against th2 enemy linos of
communication. About mid-way throush the overating voeriod Close
Air Supvort missions were ordered to maintain pilot vproficiency,
but they did not comprise a major portion of the support offerecd.
The continued rail-cutting overations proved highly successful in
temporarily closing transportation lines. Flights of Naval
Gunfire Svotters were called for more frequently as the operation
progressed, Night Heckler flights again found the oreovonderance
of transport, Cease Fire Talks towards the end of the month
marked an increase of traffic along the roads during the daylight
hours. Photographic flights proved valuable in the assessment of
damage and the spotting of prospective targets. In the latter
use they increassd in value as camouflage was less affective due
to trees bared and snows covered the enemy-~held land., AEW and
ASP flights provided constant protection against the possibility
of enemy air or submzrine attack, although no contacts were made.

b. MIGCSION

The combat evaluation of the F2H-2 aircraft continued.
However, no air to air evaluation has yet bezn vossible,

PiRT II: CHRONOLOGY

While in oort personnel were encouraged to utilize thes facilities
at the various rest-camps, and fifty ver-cent of the enlisted men
and the officers were able to take advantage of these camps,
Conferences were held with NavFE, FELF and Army GHQ during which
suggestions were offered to alter the VHF channelization in order
to provide greater inter-service communication in the operating
area., Prior to leaving Yokosuka Air Group FIVE took steos to
provide cold weather equipment and up-to-the-minute education of
personnel, On 12 November ZSSEX departed Yokosuka for the
operating area, ‘ -

On 13 November, Air Group FIVE conducted refresher exercises
as USS ESSEX steamed into the Sea of Javan., Sixty (60) sorties
were flown,

On 1L November, bad weather vrecluded furthsr training
operations.

On 15 November, gix (6) vre~dawn sorties were flown by the
VC Detachment pilots. Overations for the rest of the day were
cancelled because of weathsr. To make use of the non flyable
weather the Force retired to replenishs

‘ -2 - - | /'7
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On 16 November, the bad weather improved during the afternoon
permitting the Air Grouv to fly thirty-four (34) of the scheduled
eighty~two (82) sorties.

On 17 November, the weather cleared and eighty-two (82)
sorties were flown of which the greater vortion were bridge
strikes, Eleven (11) bridges were attacked and eight (&) of them
were left with at least one (1) span drovped, LT ¥V, A. BRYANT, Jr.,
of VF-5L in an AD-4 crashed immediately after take-off. The :
aircraft fell off to the right and crashed into the water, cart-
wheeling and breaking up on impact., USS ESSEX's helicopter arrived
over plane seconds later, BRYANT, apvarently only semi-conscious,
did not enter the rescue sling proverly. As he was hoisted to the
helicopter he sliovped from the sling and dropped about forty (40)
feet into the water. He floated face down for a few seconds and
then sank beneath the waves, Though every effort was made by a
motor whale boat in the vicinity and the helicopter, his rescue
was not effected,

On 18 November, seventy-seven (77) sorties were flown with
bridges as the primary target aleng the Communist rail and truck
‘lines. Bad weather over the target forced many of the aircraft to
weather alternates to conduct rail-cutting operations instead, A
total of fifty-cix (56) cuts were made that day.

On 19 November, eighty-four (84) sorties were flown. The same
targets as on.the 13th were schedule and all primary bridge targetvs
were destroyed.

On 20 November, the Force retired to replenish.

On 21 November, eight~six (86) sorties were flown. This was
the first day in over two months that Air Group FIVE kad flown
missions of Close Air Suvport. Good results were revorted by the
ground forces supvorted, and pilots looked forward to more of this
interesting work, During the afternoon LT B. C. PRUITT, of VF~53
was attacking a pair of trucks on the road southeast of WONSAN when
his plane was hit by small arms fire. The aircraft began to smoke
and lose power. LT PRUITT was able to fly to "ONSAN harbor where
he bailed out about a half mile off YODO Island. He was vicked
up unhurt by LSMR LO4 and returned to USS ESSEX the day following.

On 22 November, with marginal weather throughout the day,
thirty (30) sorties were flown. Of eighteen {(18) sorties flown
against bridge targets over half diverted to weather alternates
but the results still amounted to three (3) bridges knocked out and
four (4) others severely damaged. This being Thanksgiving Day, the
respite offered by the weather was avpreclated by pilots and crewmen
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alike., "Air Group FIVE shared the pleasure of playing host to seven
(7) front line troops who were invited en board for the holiday.,

On 23 November, bad weather set in in earnest, The first
snows of winter flecked the flight deck, and the thermometer
plunged to below~freezing to stay there for the next four (4)
days. On 24, 25, 26 November no sorties were flown as ES3SEX
plowed through continuing high seas and contrary winds.
Replenishing was completed in spite of the weather.

On 27 November, the weather cleared after dawn and sixty-four
(64) sorties were flown. Close Air Suvpert flishts received a
"Well Done" from the troops at the front. Bridge strikes diverted
due to weather and strikes were made against rail lines and
transvortation. Just before noon LTJG E. B. FALE of VF-54
experienced a failure of a MK55 bomb release mechanism. The bomb-
fin carried away in the slip-stream allowing the tail fuze to arm,
In fear of an explosion caused by extremely turbulent air, LTJG
HALE elected to bail out near a destroyer off WONSAN Harbor rather
than attemot to fly the aircraft to friendly territory, His
partially inflated life-raft was observed from the air, but HALE
disappeared soon after entering the water, A thorough search by
a destroyer using a whaleboat was negative._, The condition of the
sea and ‘the freezing temperature made it a certainty that he did
not survive., He 1s listed as dead.

- On 28 November, eighty~one (8l) sorties were flown. Most of
these were against bridges. The pilots reported without excevtion
that foot traffic and cart traffic had increased a hundred fold
over vreceding days. Most of this traffi¢ was headed west and
south from WONSAN, and was believed a direct result of the Peace
Talk news issued from PANMUNJON,

On 29 November, eighty-two (82) sorties were flown., Recon-
raissance flights again reported veople moving by the hundreds
towards the south and west, mostly on foot. The days operations
yielded four (4) bridges and forty (40) odd rail cuts.

On 30 November, the Force retired to replenish;

The ‘operating p2ariod extended beyond the end of the calendar
month, so the narrative continues,

On 1 Lecember, eighty-five (85) missions were flown, Thirty-
three (33) rail cuts wcre made by the morning flights and twenty
six (26) more were made by others in the afternoon. LT N. &. CURRY
of VF-53 was attacking targets in the "CNSAN area when his FLU was
hit by ground fire. He was forced te ditch and was safely
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recovered by Fleet Tug ABNARI., On the same flight ENSIGN E. C.
GARRETT, also of VF-53, received damage from ground fire and
ditched his plane in WONS4N Harbor. . He was recovered safely by
US3 McGINTY (DE365).

On 2 December, eighty-nine {89) sorties were flown. Rail
cutting was again the vrimary mission of the days operations. The
bad weather that had held up operations during the latter half of
November had now cleared and operations wer~ conducted on schedule
for the remainder of the operating psriod. About 1994, LTJG R. S.
DONOVAN of VC~3, Detachment Baker, exverienced power failure
immediately after take-off and was forced to ditch his F4U-5NL,

He jettisoned his belly tank and one 5004 bomb, but was wunable
to drop his wing ordnance. He was vpicked up by USS ESSEX
heligcopter and returned uninjured to the ship in a few minutes,

On 3 December, eighty~eight {88) sorties were flown, the
ma jority ef which were sent to cut rails, Forty-five (45) cuts
were made, In addition good targets werz found along the highways
between WONSAN and YANGDOK, Thirteen (13) trucks were destroyed
and a like number damaged,

On 4 December, the Force retired to replenish.

On 5 December, seventy-five (75) sorties were flown. Pilots
from Air Task Group ONE reported on board for zonferences and
familiarization flights with Air Group FIVE. Late in the afternoon,
having been forced to fly his AD=4L to K-18 after it was hit with
flak, LTJG L. A. AHRENDTS of VF-54 found that he could not maintain
aileron control at sveeds under 130 knots. As he landed, his air-
craft got out of control, ran off the runway and crashed into four
* (4) parked aircraft. An explosion and fire ensued from which
AHRENDTS received minor face burns.

On 6 December, seventy-cight (78) sorties were flown, Fifty-
six (56) cuts were made and fourteen (14) buildings damaged.
Intelligence reports were received stating the effectiveness of

the rail-cutting vorogram.

On 7 December, eighty (80) sorties were flown., Pilots of Air
Task Group ONE were included in the scheduled coperations. They
were assigned a variety of missions in the next few days in order .
to familiarize them with the cperating procedures and areas of
responsibility of Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN,

On 8 December, the Force retired to replenish.
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On 9 December, ninety-two (92) sorties were flown. Forty-one
(41) cuts were made. The majority of the flights found good tar-
gets in supply voints and rail targets. Six %6) buildings were
left afire and thirteen (13) boxcars wore destroy2d by bombing,
Throughout the week's operations, each day had yiclded at least
two (2) or three (3) bridges knotkedout in addition to the rail
cuts, but photo-coverage showed tnat a string of cuts along a
track was taking the enemy longer to repair than a by-nass or
bridge. During the day two (2) pilots from VF-5i were forczad to
dit.ch their -D-2s in WCNSAN Harbor. - LT P. J. O'"WALLEY was hit by
AA fire which ignited his 20MM ammunition while makineg rail cutting
runs near HUNGNAM, The damaged area of the wing was of such oro-
portions that a bail-out was indicated until ths fire went out
and he ditched successfully. He was recovered by USS EVANSVILLE
(PF-70). In the same area CDR M. U. BEEBE sustained damage from
ground fire again in the 20MM ammunition cans, A fire ensued but
died out and he vproceeded with his wingman, LT F. J. PREVDERGAST,
to WONSAN, While awaiting the remainder of the flight LT
PRENDERGAST exverienced asngine failure from loss of oil, He

?itchgdysuccessfully and was recovered uninjurad by USS McGINTY
DE-365). : ‘

On 10 December, ninety (90) sorties were flown, This was the
last day that the pilots from Air Task Group CNE flew as part of
Air Group FIVE flights, UJS VALLEY FORGE had joined the task
force., Sixty-nine (69) rail cuts wer:> made in railroad tracks.
This vas the best day to date. In the past six (6) operating davs
a total of three hundred and seven (307) cuts had been made by
pilots of Air Group FIVE. When added to the by-passes and bridges
knocked out and approaches damaged, the total rose tc over three
hundred and twenty (320) places that had to be revaired by the
enemy before they could move their transport,

On 11 December, eighty (80) sorties wzre flown, Sixty-nine
(69) cuts were made again. This was the last operating day of the
reporting period, '

On 12 December, the Force retired to replenish, Following

- replenishment, U3S ESSEX was relieved of her duties and in commany
with an escorting force departed Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN for the

port of Yokcsuka, Javan.

On 13 Becember,. enroute to Yokosuka,
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PART III ORDNANCE
a, MACHINE GUNS

During this operating rperiod, crushed or frayed electrical
leads for the gun heater thermostat control have besen found in
several F9F-2 aircraft. This damage orobably cccurs during the
removal or revlacement of the guns and could be prevented by
shortening the leads, thereby eliminating slack wire, Since
the proper functicning of gun heaters is absolutely essential
during cold weathar overations, and because of such discrevancies
in the gun he=ater circuit, VF-51 has included a test of this circuit
during every 30 hour chack. This test is made by turning on the
battery switch and then actuiting the termostat control by vlacing
a damop comoress cooled by CO“ or any other vractical means, on
the thaermostat diaphragm. If the system is functioning vproverly,
all four heaters should be hot within 30 seconds,

VF-172 has experienced a few gun stoppages because of broken
links. in the ammo feed belt., The ammunition cans on the FzH-2 are
deep, which throws a heavy strain on the feeder mechanism and
links as well, t is possible that firing in rough air tumbles
the ammunition in the can and caused breakage of the links.

The Air Group has cxperienced several cases of muzzle exnlosions
in the barrel of the 20MM guns, Four of these explosions occurred
cn the same day. The explosions are belicved to be a result of
faulty HEI ammunition. Reports have been submitted.

A limited amount of cold weather lubricants vprescribed in
CP 1910 were obtained from a BuOrd representative who visited the
ship. All procedures outlined in OF 1910 werec carried out on the
guns in two {(2) AD aircraft and their performance was excellent,
The cold weather performance of guns not completely winterized has
been poor. The following materials have been ordered but have not
been delivered and it is felt that acceptable 20MM performance is
impossible without them.,

1. Lubricating 0il SPEC NRL U51

2. Lubricating 0il Preservative SPEC B51
'3, Solenoid Lubricating 0il SPEC 575

L+ Relubrication Kit, Feed Mechanism AN-M2

20MM rear socket assemblies now used on the FLU-4B were declared
ohsolete by AMO-OAK disvatch 291559Z of October 1951, Although
obsolete, non-availability of revlacements make it necessary te
: to continue use of these assemblies on the 20MM,
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AMO-0AK has been requested to retain this type assembly in stock
and that it be made available for issue until such time as
replacements are available,’

b, BOMBS

The jet squadrons adooted the vractice of arming bombs
immediately after passing the force screen with airspeed held below
200 knots. This has been done in order to keap the air stream
from pulling the arming wires out of the arming solencid and has
been successful., E

Failure of the MK 55 racks to release at the nroper time when
250 pound General Purvose Bombs are used has occurred with a
frequency that has been qnacceontable. Some bombs have released
after pull out while others have to be thrown off by violent
maneuvers of the aircraft. Ne sure method of freeing the hung
bomb, or safetying it once an attempt to release it had been made,
was found. Hung bombs were dropved during the return to the force,
during the landing approach, and on landing even though all switches
had been placed in the safe pesitions. It is believed that a

- modification of the sway braces as suggested by the BUORD repre-

sentative might solve this problem. M:rine squadrons operating
ashore in Korza have tried this modification with a resultant
90% reduction in hung bombs, Further information on this modi-
fication will be submitted when available.

During this same period of operations, one bcmb was drovped
from each of two different aircraft belng catapulted. Although
an improved sway brace might vrevent this, a positive safety
would be a much more certain means of preve: ulng vremature drops.
The rack does not have any such safety device at present,

Nne (1) bomb vane cn a 2504 GP bomb came locose and the rotation
armed the tail fuze., The pilot of the AD was unable to drep the
wing bomb and due to existing orders that hung armed bombs cannot
be landed aboard or at airfields the aircraft was abandoned,

¢. ROCKETS

Few rockets were used during this period resulting in ne
comment,
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FOF-2 . F2H-2 FLU-4B % FLU-5N
DEC¥ : TOTAL: NOV : DEC : TOTAL: NOV : DEG : TOTAL

MUNITIONS : NOV*

2]
.9

2()007'A GP
10002 GP ; -
5007, GP 16 ¢ 16 : 158 ¢+ 150 : 308 -
2)04;4 GP .: 124, ¢ 360 @ L8, : 185 : 327 + 512 3 342 : 568 : 910 :
100 GP -+ 104 : 8, : 188 : 118 : 16 - 134, 2 278 + 309 ¢ 587
460# FRAG : 16 ¢ 16 136 ¢+ 38 ¢ 174
3504 DB | ,
5" ATAR ‘ s 16 : 16 ‘
5% HVAR ' ¢ 149 ¢ ¢ 149
3,25 SH : :
NAPALM : : 3364 1 336#:

FLARES MK6: .
20MM AMMO :12908 :30179 :43087 :36400:47247: 83647 1RR2225:29140: 51365 ¢

AD~l & AD<ANL . TOTALS-
MUNITICNS ¢ NOV : DEGC : TOTAL: NCV ¢ DEC * - TOTATL e :
2000# GP  : L4 3% 47 2 W 1 03 L7 :
1000# GP : 310 : 353 : 663 : 310 : 353 : 663 .
5OOW GP : 29 9 38 187 ¢« 175 : 362 :
250# GP : 904 : 1018 : 1922 : 1555 12273 : 3828 :
100# GP - . s 18, ¢ 184 500 : 593 : 1093 :
R60# FRAG 3 155 &+ 22+ 177 : 307 : 60 367 :
350# DB+ . 8 8 16 8 s g8 16 :
5" ATAR + 1 : 16 :
5" HVAR : 149 : : 149

3,25 SH . 16 LO 6+ 24+ 47

: 2L ¢
NAPALM 140@# OLO#: 23LL#: uo# QL O# : 26 80#
FLARES MK6: :

¢ . Ll' : 14'
20MM AMMC ;1355 O '?2 1 :36301 : 35083 129317 214400

* PERIOD FROM NOV 12 - NOV 30
DEC 1 = TEC 14

%% TOTALS FROM NCV 12 - DEC 14 (OPER‘?LTING P"RIOD)
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PART IV: DAMAGE

a. DAMAGED TO ENEMY

DAMAGED - DE3TROYTD
NOV DEC NQV DEC
- TANKS 1 2

TRUCK S 15 51 17 61
CARS - 3 1 2
LOCOMOTIVES 4 6 1 6
CXCARTS : 7 12 16 57
HIGHWAY BRIDGES 2 1 34 -
SUPPLY TUMPS I 1 20 5
WAREHCUSES L 16 9 2

BARRACYS & BUILDINGS 24 80 39 106
GUN EMPLACEMENTS 2 7 , 13 16
LUMBER PTLES 10 - - 1
VIAGONS 8 1 - 1
BUNK™S ‘ 1 -

RAILRCAD TRACKS CUTS - - 366% - 540
RAILROAD CARS 57 112 17 22
RAILROAD BRIDGES 8 26 2 15
TROOPS KILLED - - 193 2L€
RAILROAT BY-PASSES 2 7 18 16
HIGHWAY BY-PASSES - 2 1 -
FUEL DUMPS 2 - - 8
CRANE 1 1 - -

HIGHWAYS CRATERLD 1 -
OBSERVATICN PO3TS 1 1
FACTCRIES - 6 - 2
BOLTS - 1 - 11

o,

* Thase figures include only targets positively identified and
the actual damage observed. Unobserved damage or unidentified
targets are not tabulated,

# Bridges with at least one complete break are counted as destroyed,

% Damages where tracks are broken or cratered are counted as rail
cuts,

NOTE: NOVEMBER COLUMN 12 NOV - 3C NOV
DECEMBER COLUMN 1 DEC - 14 DEC

‘ - 10 -
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b. DAMAGED TO OWN AIRCRAFT FOR P:RIOD 12 - 30 NOVEMBER 1951
VF--53
DATE TYPE A/C DAMAGE , INFLICTED BY
11-16-51  FLU-LB Frag Holes Unknown
11-17-51 FLU-4B Frag Holes Unknown
11-21-51 FLU-LB Engine caught fire due to Small arms fire
' small arms fire, Plane
abandoned over water,
11-21-51  FLU-LB Bullet Holes 50 cal.,
11-22-51  FLU-LB Frag Holes Unknown
11-22-51  FLU-LB Frag Holes Unknown
VF-5L
11-17-51  AD=2 Frag Holes Unknown
11-17-51  AD-LL Frag Holes Unknown
11-17-51  AD-LL Bullet Holes 30 cal.
11~-17-51  AD=~4 Plane ditched in water
after take-off
11-19--51  AD-4L Frag Holes Unknown
11-19-51  AD-4 Frag Holes Unknown
11-21-51  AD=-4 Bullet Holes 20MM A
11-21-51  AT=4L Bullet Holes 50 cal, A
11-21-51  AD-4L Bullet Hcles 30 & 50 cal, A
11-21-51  AD-4 Bull:t Holes 30 cal, A
1i-21-51  AD~2 Bullet Holes 50 cal, A
1l=21~51 AD-LL Bullet Holes 50 cal, A
11-27-51  AD-LL Fire broke out in accpssory 20MM TAE
section which burned until
plane crashed
11-28-51  AD-4 Bullet Holes 50 cal, A
11~-28~51  AD-LL Bullet Holes 50 cali A
VF-172
11-17-51  F2H-2 wrag Holes 88MM EF
11-27-51  FRH-2 Bullet Holes 30 cal. BALL.
DAMAGED TO OWN AIRCRAFT FOR PERIOD 1 - 14 DECEMBER 1951
VF-51
12-2-51 FOF-2 Bullet Holes, Hydraulic line
. cut ; 30 cal.
l12-2-51 FGF-2 Bullet Holes 50 cal.

L .

L
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b. DAMAGED TO OWN AIRCRAFP FOR FERIOD 1 - 14 DECEMBER (Cont'd)

TYPE 4/C

VF-51(Cont'd)

DATE - DAMAGE INFLICTED BY
12-3-51 F9F~2 Bullet Holes and Rudder 12, 7M1
, Cable damaged S
12-5-51 FOF-2 Bullet Holes' 20MM AP
12-7-51 FOF-2 Bullet Holes 12,7MM
12~7=51 FOF-2 Bullet Holes 12, 7MM A
12-9-51 FOF-2 Frag Holes Unknown
12=-9-~51 FOF.--2RB Bullet Holes 30 cal, A
12-11-51 FOF-2 Bullet Holes 50 cal. T
VF-53
12-1-51 FLU~LB Bullet Holes : 30 cal,
12-1-51 = FLU-LB Fire in cockpit. Plane 20MM
' ditched in ocean
12-1-51 FLU~LB 0il leak in engine, Engine 50 cal,
began to cut out. Flane
‘ditched in ocean
12~-2-51 FLU4LB - Bullet Holes 30 cal.
12-3-51 FLULB Frag Holes Unknown
12-3-51 FLU-LB Bullet Holes 30 cal.
12-3=51 FLU~LB Bullet Holes 20MM
12-3-51 FLU~4LB Bullet Holes 30 cal,
12-6--51 FLU-LB Bullet Holes 30 cal,
12~9-51" FLU-4LB Bullet Holes - 20MM
12-11-51 FLU-4B Bullet Holes 30 cal.
VE-54
12=-1-51 AD=l, Flak Holes 37MM
12-1-51 . AD-4L Bullet Holes 30 & 50 cal, A,
12-1-51 AD-LL Bullet Holas 50 cal, A
12~1-51 AD=2 Bullet Holes 50 cal. A
12-1-51 AD=-L 1 Bullet Holes 20MM A
12-2-51 AD=2 - Bullet Holes 50 cal. A
12-3-51 aD=LL . Bullet Holes 50 cal, A
1lz-3=51 AD=2 Bullet lioles 50 cal. A
12-3~51 AD=2 Frag Holes Unknown
12-5-51 AD-LL Bullet Holes 30 cal, A
12~5-51 AD=LL Frag Holes Unknown
12-H-51 AD=LL Frag Holcs Unknown
12-6-51 AD=LL Unknown

Frag Holes

- 12 -
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b. DAMAGED TO OWN 4IRCRAXT FOR PSRIOD 1 - 14 DECEMBER {(Cont'd

DECUASSIFTED

DATE TYPE 4/C - DAMAGE
VF~54 (Cont'd)

12-6-51 aD=4L Frag Holes

12-7-51 AD=L Frag Holes

12~7-51 AD~l Frag Holes

12~9-51 AD=-4NL Bullet Holes

12-9-51 AD~2 Bullet Holes

12-9-51 aD=l Bullet Holes

12-9-51 AD=h Bullet Holes

12-9-51 AD=L Bullet Holes

12-9-51 aD=2 Bullet Holes

12-9-51 AD-2 Bullet Holes

12-10-51  AD=LL Bullet Holes

12~10=-51  AD~4 Bullet Holes

12-10-51  ADl-L Minor damage and holes in

A fuselage ’ :
12-11-51 AD-4LL ‘Flak Hcles
VF-172

12~7-51 F2H-2 Bullet Holes

1e-10-51 F2H-2 Bullet Holes

12~10-51  FeH-2 Bomb Fragment cut hole
‘ . through switch

12-11~51 - F2H=-2 Holes in nose cap

:

O
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INFLICTED BY

Unknown
Unknown
Unknown
30 cal,
20MM HE
30 cal,
30 Calo
30 & 50
20MM HE
20MM HE
2 30 cal.
30 cal.,
Unknown

Unknown .

30 cal.
50 Calo
Unknown

A
H

Unknown




‘ DEC!_ASS‘HED 1, December 1951

P4RT V: PERSONNEL
a. OFFICER
No Comments
b. ENLISTED

The following is a schadule of thé losses which will be
incurred due to discharges under current directives:

37U DRON LEC JaN FEB MR

CvVG-5
VF-51
VF-172
VF-53
VF-5l,
VC.-3
VC-11
C~35
VC-61

TOTAL
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Ca CA SUA.LTIES

The Air Group lost two (2) pilots during the revorting
period as follows: :

LT William Arnold BRYANT, Jr., 442481 /1310, USN, VF-5k.
17 November 1951. Plane crashed into sea on take-off,
Pilot apparantly dazed and did not unbuckle chest strap,
inflate life vest or enter helicovter sling oroperly.
Crew unable to pull him into helicopter and pilot slipped
out of sling from about forty (40) feet and sank from
"sight shortly after striking water, Listed as dead.

LTJG Eugene Brewer HALE, 506261/1315, USNR, VF-54,

27 November 1951, after successful bail-out, pilot
disappeared from view shortly after landing in water.
Search proved fruitless except for vartially inflated
life raft located by destroyer. Water extremely cold
and choppy. Listed as dead,
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PART IV: OPERATICNS
The third period for Carrier Air Group FIVE in the operating
- area ends without any major change to previous operating vprocedures
used in the first two veriods in the Korean Area.

The major effort has still been the interdiction of enemy lines
of communication. A few Close Air Supvort missions wers flown
during this period in support of the U.N. troops aloneg the East
central battle . line.,

Photo missions have been cut down considerably .because of the
fewer daylight hours,

The FOF's and FRH's were used in group coordinated attacks
and were assigned flak suppression missions in direct suvport
of AD and F4U bridge strikes. Four to six 100# VT fuzed general
purposec bombs were carried per jet aircraft, Six jets supported
six AD and six FLU on these flights. The FLU's were also used
for flak suppression paving the way for the AD with heavy bombs
to hit the target. The jets and FL4U's bombed and strafed pre=-
briefedt Ai positions jmmsdiately prior to the AD attack. The
jets were launched 15 minutes after the prop strike group and
rendezvous was affected enroute, ,

The jet squadrons were also assigned rail cutting missions,.
Feur 2507 GP bombs with .01 second delay fuzes were used on the
FOF, The F2H's carried two 250# GPs vlus two 100# GPs or four
100# GPs fuzed with ,0L second delay. Twenty degree glides with
dive brakes cxtended and bombs released at 800 to 1000 feet above
the track at 300 to 330 knots resulted in high vercentage of cuts,
LAfter exvending all bombs the flight reconnoitered a speeified
route in the time available. '

The,lOO# GP bomb is not considered an adequate bomb for rail
cutting. The 250# GP bomb is an excellent general ourpose bomb
for current operations and is very affective on rail cutting mis-
sions.,

Recently hostile aircraft have besen reported operating in
the WONSAN area. The I'4U squadron while operating with attack
bombers on rail cutting missions has incorporated the practice
of placing two FLUs over the target area to act as CAP.

With the water temperature lowering each day the pilots of
the Air Group have resorted to emersion suits on practically all
flights., One pilot bailed ouwt over WONSAN Bay without an
emersion suit, The.air temperature was approximately 65° and the

‘Illllllllllllllllllll' , - 15 - ég Z>
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water 58 degrees. Although the pilot was in the water only
three minutes he became so numb that he could not climb the
ladder of the ship that picked him uop and had to be helved aboard.

PART VII: MAINTENANCE
a. CONVENTIONAL MAINTENANCE

ComiirPac F4U Aircraft Technical Bulletin No. 6 (Buler
Change 449 (Gun Hsater Change)) has been incorvorated in all
aircraft in this squadron. In the limited time of ovperation,
this change has proven extremely successful and its value to
operations far overcedes the time necessary to make the change,

b, JET MAINTZNANCE

The most serious problem encountered during the reporting
period for VF-51 was that of surging engines. The surging
occurred in eloven instances in varying degrees fluctuating 10%
to 15% in the most extreme cases. Trouble of this nature is
indicated by rough engine operation and uneven acceleration
with a minor condition invariably becoming serious after four
or five flights if allowed to continue., The cause has been
attributed to fouling of one or more of three wire-coil tyve
filters. These filters are located in the servo bleed,
isolating valve, and stall pressure valve in the main fuel
pumps, If surging occurs while overating in the normal fuel
system, the servo bleed filter or isolating valve filter is at
fault, while stall proessure valve filter clogging oroduces a
surge while oversting in the emergency fuel system. Cleaning
these filters has invariably eliminated surging tendencies,

In an effort to ovreclude further filter clogging, additional
seals were installed on the top and bottom of the low oressure
fuel filtar sleeve to prevent possible by-vassing of impurity
carrying fuel. No conclusive recsults have been noted to date.
As a result of the engine surging, every 30 hour check includes
a turn-up with pressure gauges installed on the fuel pumps.

Any indication of a surge rcquires the cleaning of the filtars
which is also accomplished on every 60 hour insozction,

Although extreme care is exercised, the removal of these
filters in some instances has resulted in damage to their
seating seals which are unobtainable at present through regular
supply channels. This h2s become increasingly scerious since
a by-passed filter due to a faulty seal causes surging equivalent
to that resulting from a2 fouled filter and there is an extreme
shortage of replacement pumos in the area,

Gl -
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The malfunction of the barometric controls saction of the
TJC causing an over-rich fuel supply as revortasd in the orevious
Action Revorts has re-occurred, resulting in over-soeading to
102% in one instance and very rough accelerntion characteristics
in several other cases checked at from 20,000 to 30,000 fa:t
altitude., Insprction and lubrication of the ancroid valve
shaft has been placed on the 30 hour check sheet which should
alleviate the difficulty. Innarlincr 1ife has becn noticeably
shortencd since commencing carrier operations. .t oresent, the
innerliners are discarded because of excessive metal erosion
after an average life of seventy hours although ceramic coated
~innerliners are being used. The possibility of innerliner life
being affected by the corrosive action of salt spray in the
atmusphere is suggested.

Y




)

3
o

. CVG5/416-13/(¢&f

Seriad 08151

DECLASSIFIED

FLIGHT 35UIZ/.RY B3Y COMB.T °<QOR HH:m

W\o TYPE : FOF-2 FOF-2P F2H-2 FLU-4B FLU-5NL, aD-L A D=4 NT aD-4W “TOT.LS
SCULDRON <« VF<51 <osow VF-172 VF-53 - VC-3 VF-54 VC-~35 ve-11

MONTH ¢:NOV DEC:NOV DEC:NOV DEC:NOV UFQ NOV_DEC:NQOV DEC:NOV DEC:NOV LEC:NOV DZC TOT.
CAS H + 6 : s 6 : : 12 12
STRIKE : +120 1303 L 118 123: 2 2 ¢ 242 259 501
CAP : 68 48: s 52 60: . :120- 108 228
REC(.0 : 42 99: : 65 92: 112 4 : 4L s :119 199 318
PHOTO H + 11 32 : s 11 32 43
DHOTC N :

E3CCRT ¢ 6 25: : 5 16: T ¢ 11 41 52
ASP 2 : 1 3 :18 16: 19 19 38
ASP .

ESC{RT ¢ 1 s 7 8:10 10 + 18 18 36
NGF -8 + 20 20: ¢+ 20 20 4O
NIGET .

HECI LER @ 16 17: 1y 17 : 30 34 64
RADIR . : ,

COUNTER ¢ 4 : R
FIGHTER _

SWel.P 12 4 s 6 4 : : : : 18 8 26

TOT:LS 2128 176+

£OTAL PER
PRIOD : 304

NOTE:

11 32:128 172:146 150: 3

L3 ¢ 300 : 296 :
PIRIOD COVERED 12 NOV 1951

1 25:131 131:

56+ 262
- 14 DEC 1951

NOVAMBER COLUMN FOR F .RICD 12 - 30 NGV
DECEMBER COLUMN JON FzRICD 1 - 14 DEC

31 36: 18 16:628 738

67

L)

34 ¢

1362

L]
.
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L2
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AVERAGE COMBAT . 4LVER.LGE COMBLT
SCUA=-  TOTAL COMB.T HOURS HOUR PER PILOT  SORTIE P R PILOT
DRON . ¢ NOV__: DEC :TOTAL: NOV : DEC : TOTALs NOV : DEC : TOTAL:

VF"Sl : 195.2: 307.9:503.1:»9.0 : lh-B- 23; 2 5.7 ¢ 8.0 s 13073
’ VF“172' 227.7: 285.&:513.1:10.# . 13 0: 231’4- : 507 H 708 H 1305:
VF"SB : 1-0-3103: )4'6508:89701:20‘5 : 23 3‘ 1-2-308 . 6.8 : 7014- H 114,.2'
VF-54 : 389,1: 406,2:795.,3:15.5 ¢+ 16.3: 31.8 ¢+ 5.2 : 5,6 : 10,8;
VC-3 : 91.6: 79.8:171,4:18.,3 ; 16.0. 3.3 2 Lo7 ¢ 5.0 9.7
VC~11 : 52.4: L49.3:101,7:10.5 ¢ 9,92 204 : 3.8 ¢ 3.4 ¢ TRt
VC~35 : 93,0: 112,8:205.8:18,6 ¢ 22,63 41,2 : 6.2 ¢ 7.4 : 13,6:
VC-61 : _15.9: 51.,6: 67.5: 4L.,® : 8.,9: 12,9 : 2,8 ; &,2 + 11,0
TOTAL o ' .
AVER :1496.2:1758.8:3255 :13.,4 15,5: 28,9 ¢ 5,1 2 6,6 : 11,7

. *e
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Subj:';vActlon Repert of r‘ar':c-ler air Group FIVE (26*Deéembé:~1951‘5

?OARRIJR7AIR uFOUP FIV“

: ‘der Carrler Alr Group FIVE .
To: = Commanding Offlcer :U.S. S ESSEX (CV-9)

UhITED STATES PACIEIC FLEET

CATRY FQRCE

l February 1952)

Ref: (a) Oplav Instructlon 3480.1
* (b) CinCPacFlt Instructicn 3480.1

February: 195

1. This report is submitted in compliance with reference (a) for -
inclusion in the Action Report of U.S.5. ESSEX (CV-9) and the division
of data between calendar months is shewn in compliance with reference’

(b).
PART I:

CO. POSITION OF CWN FORCES AL [.ISSION

a, The composition af the group follows:

UNIT

——

CVG-5 )

CDR {I. U. BEZBE
VF-51

CDRE. .. BEAUCHALP
VF-172

CDK 14, E. BARNETT
VF-53

CDR H. J« TRUM IIT

VF-5),
CDR P. N. GRAY’

VG-3 (Unit "B")

LCDR J. F. DCHERTY

Ve-11 . |
LT . R. NILLER
VC-35

LCDR F. F BFRTAGNA ’

VC-61 -
- LT S. L JAthS

-

TYPE PEXATIONAL A/n
A/C . 12/26 2/1
None Nene - None .
FQF-~2 16 13
F2H-2 14 15 .
FLU-LB - 167 14
AD-3 5 3
AD-l ' 3
- AD-LL 3 1
AD=LO 1 1
CFLU-5NL . -3 3
AD=LY 2 2
CADSLNL 3 CgT
| FGPe2P 3 2
 FRH-2P 2
TOT AL Tk B3,

12[26PILOT§[1
13 1
21 19
22 2
20 20
ogu T 2gusk
5 5
5 5
"5»'\ 5
BT
1T "fI‘E f

* The klr Group Commander flles r:@ularly w1th VF~51 and- VF- 54
*%  TIncludes the Alr Group Opevsflcns Officer.
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The prlmary m1351on of Air. Group FIVL durlng the reportlng
perlod remained the support of United Nations ground forces in Korea,
This support was primarily an interdiction program for destructicn of"

~enemy lines of communication. The problem of interdiction has become
‘mere difficult however,.as a result of the increzsed accuracy and
intensity of enemy anti-aircraft fire. Night Heckler lMissions have
proven again that by far the greatest percentage of enemy transpor—
~tation was mov1ng during the houre of darkness,

Photogranhic missions have been .flown daily and netted
excellent results in the identification of camouflaged targets and
damage. assessment in addition to special missions. AZW and ASP mis-
sions provided constant protection against the possibility of enemy
air or submarine action, although no contacts were made.

P+RT II: CHRONOLOGY ) _ B v

15-25 December ~ In port period at Yokosuka. While in port
personnel were encouraged to utilize the recreational facilities
avallable in the immediate area and to utilize the rest camp billets,
Approximately 50% of enlisted men and officers were able to take ad-
ventage of these camps.  Five basketball games and two boxing srickers
were held during this period. ComFairdap sent a representative to the
USS ESSEX to show a training film and explain the fitting and modi-
fication of the new MK ITI Antl-exposure Suit. All Parachute’ Riggers,
Sauadren Survival Officers and pilots of Carrier Air Group FIVE.
attended this lecture and tralﬁlng film.

All avallable ‘and urzently needed survival eoulpment for cold
weather operations was procured while in port. This included fifty-
“three-(53) KK .-III -inti-Exposure:-Sults and accessories, ten: (10) new
droppable wing rack mounted survival kits, and one hundred sixteen
(116) insulated boots for all Air Group pilets. LT C. €. JON&s and -
LT C. C. COFFEY, helicopter pilots, who have done an outstandlng job,
were relieved by LT G.. J. JCHNSON. and TILRNEY, H. {(n), ALC(AL
On 26 December Carrier Air uroup FI VE, aboard the U3S ESSEX, :
departed Yokosuka, Japan at 0600 for it's fourth combat cruise acalnst
- the North Korean Communists and their Chinese allies. ,

26-28 December ~ Under#av ko the operating“area. Due to rough’
seas,8no fllghts were scheduled.~ Replenishing was accomplished on
the th. _— e < = L

, 29 December - “Carrier Air Grouv FIVE -1ent back into action R
again. 89 sorties were flown, 73 rail cuts were accomollsned four - ¢
bulldlngs and three railroad bredeee deSUroyed

P i'r;\\'
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, 30 December - &8 Serties flewn. The {ec\lﬂrs ourned nine trucks
and destroyed sixteen buildings and two heavily leaded oxcarts. =
new high in rail cuts was es*ablished when 121 were chalked up fer
the day. Other accempnlishments of the dayv wsrs 12 trucks, 25 build-.
ings, 3-excarts, ten troens, one bridge and 1 locomoetive. destroyed.

31 December - leplenishing dav., o air onerations.

1 January - 99 3Sorties -rere flown. The first day of the ew
year brouzht ancther outstaunding score: szaventy-three rail cuts, 2
! oxcarts idzes and one locorictive destroyed.
trucks, 3 arts, bridz and 1 t destroy

2 January - 100 Sorties were flown. 10 gun positions destroved,
21 trucks, 47 rail cut=, 4 bridges, one highway cverpass, one camou-
flaged tank and cne Je=p. ’

3 dJanuary - 97 Seorties were flovm. ‘Ghe big ncise was the o *
destruction of an armo dump. 57 rail cuts, 6 bridges, 5 by-passes,

2 oxcarts, 15 buildings, 4 trucks and one boxcar destroyed -~ very
serious but unavoidable accident cccurred teday. i 3Banshee landed
and taxied ferward to the svot. ren the engines were shut down,

crne of the 20mm guns fired a high explesive round which hit a Fanther
(F9F) and exnloded, injuring 5 men.. TYhis accident was due to an ear
broken off the breacn block lock and a leak in the compressed air
system ef the 20mm gun. Four of the ren vere on the not serious’
list anc one was seriously injured. & shrapnel from the 20mm ore-
jectils severed the spinal cord.

4 January - “eplenishing. ‘

5 January - 89 Sorties were flewn. 5 trucks, 69 rall cuts, 5
‘bridges, 12 red trcops, 24 =un pesition s, and 7 buildings were
destroyed.

6 January - £9 3orties were flowm.. 37 rail cuts, 10 trucks, 5
brlageu, 2 by-vasses, 10 bu1 dings, one gun vosition,. one ell tank
and a suvnly dﬂmo were destroyed. -

“nsign: RIC.ELTOx of VF-51 flying a Panther on a rail cut recce
mission when hit by flak, went into a shallow glide from which he
never recovered, snd crashed into a h#llSlde., -

LT Z‘"NJR of "5 was hit in'the canooyv of his 37.' He recelved
an eye and facial’ 1n3ar1@o from the shattersd glass frem the cznepy, j
but made it back to the force. The nature«of,tko eve injury reguired
special treatment and he was transferred to U.S;,’aval’“0001tal bf,
Yokeosuka, o o AR

7 January - Renlenishing. .
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& Jaruary 26 Serties. Despite the weather clesing in-frem °

the north a geod day was “recerded. 57 rail cut s,.10 buildings, 2
bridges, 5 by~ passes, 2 warpkeuses and sundry small targets were'
destroyed.

9 January ~ 89 Serties "ere fle:m. 01d man weather made this.
day of operations doubly diifficult, a1thnugn an ‘excellent score was
recorded. This included 38 rail cu*s, 26 buildings, 5 bridges, one
locemotive and seven cars, A4 by-passes, L trucks, 15 gun positions,
120 enerny treceps, 2 Jeeps and 4 oxcarts destreoyed. ' :

ENS ABLLEY of VF-5L flyiﬁg an -.D was seen trailing smoke follew-
ing an attack on a bridge, was advised to b.il out, but befare he
could clear the volane i1t rolled over and w'nt s+ralvht in and exnleded.
EN5 KiLLEY was not se=n te leave the cockpit. N

10 January - ancther replenishing day.

11 January - 56 “erties -rsr2 flown., Due to very heavy ‘eather,
seme flights were cancelled and others were shortened. In soite of
this, a good score was postei. 18 rail cuts, one by- v\ss, 3 excarts,
106 enermy trceps killed and an estimate of lOO wounded, nd 2 build-
ings destroved. :

B

sy

S48 GULLL_R of VF-5L flying an =D made a normel take-eoff, pulled
uo to the rizht, fl»w for abcut 3 minutes, then made a slow right
turn, les% altitude and spiralled until he hit the water. Twe heli-
cepters and a DD went to the scene lvfedlately and searched the area
with negative results. The cause e the accident is unexplained and
a board of investication was convened.. o

.12 January - &9 %aw+1es. LﬂiS dav brougnt a heavy tell in enemy.
territory. The tally shows 55 rail cuts, 3 lecometives and 4 bexcars .
which exvnloded, 7 by-passes, 5 trucks, 1 jeep znd § oxcarts destreyed. -
Qther =ajor ddmsue'inflicted. - ‘ [

Captain %OJ:u relieved Cavtain “iHusLOCi whosz erders take him te
ComairPac. Captai a HOUEE is ne stranger to CVG-5. ‘Jhile the air
Group was in ccmbat sbeard U.5.S. VailBEY JORGhE in 1959, calT ROD &
was Chief-of -5t ff. to \JdI‘DlV ﬁ__._;. T - e . -

13 January - QQ Sorties were Flown. A troep occu01ed town was. .
the special target of the day. 7 fires wore started and 20° bulldlngs’,,
destroyed. A "unolj dumo was cpstted and £ sepa irate fires were- R,
started, 90 Tall cuts, 3 bridges, 7 by-passes, oune relay statien, L
2 cxcarts, 2 ucks, 2 reve*nenuu, 14 bnlldlngs, ard a steckpile of"

uphliesVdestroyei;; : ,

o}

U\
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14 January - Replenishing.

15 Jazuary - 83 Sorties. The nermal amount Oi damage was 1nfllut'
durlng the day. The gun on an ..D exvloded en firing, causing/sere
damage to tkhe wing. Hewever a friendly field was reached without
incident, and the pilot was uninjured. 38 rail cuts, & gun positiens,
3 u1701rgs 1 by-pass, 2 bridges, 8 enemy troops, .4 oxcarts, and a
locoreotive “rere destroyed during the day's eperations. LT PH_RDERGAS!
of VF-54 in an 2D picked up some flak and began throwing off smoke,
and imrediately headed for the sea, which he reached safely. He made
a2 good water landing, inflatsd-his life raft and was vicked up by a
dest*over in less than 5 ninutes after leaving the Dlaae.

16 January - 85 Sorties were Ilown. The biz prize for the day
was a locomotive and an agﬂun ition train destroyed. Other accenplish-"
ments for the day include 40 rail cuts, 2 tr ucks, 3 bridges, 1 oulld—
ing, 3 oxcarts, all destrqyed. ilso a sub station was left blazing.

17 Januvary - Due to uncertain‘w*atner, renlenishing was the
order of the day. /

18 January ~ 77 Sorties. i concent ?tl n of attacks on rail-
road track dericlished 1500 vds of track between "Jensan and kowon.
buildings, € rzilro2d cars badly d~”a~ed 1 destroyed four bridges,
25 gun ,mnlacenenbs, 2 trucks, 25 enemy troons and one supply dump’

were destroyed. TQO L fires were started in ﬂamouflaged~supnly piles. -

19 January - 79 Serties. Due tes heavy weather, missiens were »
directed against seccondary targets. In svite of the turbulence, snew
flurri=s and low cellinz- the day was relatively«sucuvsoiul. Slw il ITiE

\

.A turn table was destroyed and round nouse badly damaged, 53
rail- cuts, 3 gun erplacsrents, 2 trucks, L buildings, 33 enemy tresps,
and 16 oxcarts were dest royed.. 4 fires were started in supply dwmps,
and Q,s*aoks of eil druNP were destroyed. The 1500 yds - ef reil track-
torn up was extended te LOOO yds during the day's operations.” Lajor
1icCOLLO.:, 4ir Force pilet with VF- 172, while lying an F2H (Banshee)
was hnit by AA.in the middle of his run. 4 long‘ton ue of flame sud—i
denly apveared behind his vlane and the run ended in an explosien’as ;
his plane c”asheu 1nto *be c'roumd “He was not ueen te leave ‘the cock— .
pit. ] L : , ‘ Lo

/ 20 January - Renlehishing-,'

21 Januﬂry - 9o %ortleo.z ~eather 1dlt~oqs araln nece051tated
diverting strikes to seﬂondary tar9e+s Dut a l"faxfy t*ll was 1nfl1 cted
upen the eneny... : -

¢
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Three - locomotlves, one snall traln h cex cars, 1 rail bV pass,‘V:

53 rail cuts, 2 buildings, 4 railread brldges 2 trucks, L wageus,
2 warehouses, 1 gun poqltlan L oxcarts, 1 trubk shed and 10 traops
were destroyed. Supplies- and 0il ‘stowage fires were started and
damage to a transformer station was accamnllshed

22 January 93 dortles.' Connander P. N. unnY souadren corman-
der of VF-54, was hit by flazk and was. fortunate in roackln” the sea,
where he ditched and was rescusd by a destroyar. LTJG John ABSOT oF
VF-53, flying an FLU was hit by AA on his fourth bomb run and headed
for the water. The plane was afire and he was advised to- -bail ocut.
He rolled the »nlane aver and parachuted into the water, He was res-

cued by helicopter. LTJG E. V. LaNaY, in attemptine to'drop a raft

te the heliconter aircrewman who out ~BBCT in the sling and remainee
in the water, had the raft foul up en the tail of his Corsair ani he
was forced to make a crash landing on th@ beach, ifter evading enemy
gunfire and b@lng chased into the water, he was nicked un by heli-~
copter receiving orctecticn frem aCCOﬁHanylng planes which strafed
enemy positions. The aircrewman from ROCHESTzd was alse successfully
retrieved, making a total of 3 rescues for the nCCHESTER nellcopter '
pilot. S

The toll in dﬁ"aged and destreved targets was heavy against the
enemy during the day Fifty-one rail cuts, 7 buildings, 3 bridges
and 2 by-passes were destrayed; 16 troops were killed and 4 trucks
and 4 gun positions dﬂstroy@d Yhree camouflaged lecomotives, which
had been snotted by ohote pilets frem the day before, were. badly
damaged. Other major darasze was inflicted upnon train cars, bu1ld1ngs,
and bridges. N

23 January - &4 Sorties. Photo pilots located 7 lecemotives in
a marshalling yard, which were chosen as ths main ebjective of the
day. 21 rall cuts and 1500 yards of track were destroyed. One reléy

_station was fired and aopsared te explode. .3 buildings, 2 supbly
~dunmps, 2 brld?es, 2 trucks and one by-vass /ers destroyed. The blg

prizé fer the. day was 2 locomotives destroyed fnd L danaged 10 rail
cars destroyzd and 19 damaged.

24 January ReoleniShing.

25 Jenuary

ol

26 Januéry 83 aortles. The aJor targets for the day were

‘trains. One locemetive was dQSurcyed and 5 badly damaged.. XL train;

cars were desuroyOd and 54 damaged. 55 rail cuts, were made. ‘2 gun
positions, L trucks, 3 housss, 3 bridges, 1 by- pdss and 9 bulldlngs

%

ﬂllgnt oneratlons were cance? tled, due te rough seas."

were destroyed. In a troop billeting arca, 20 huts were destreyed .

and 40O damaged At a suprvly point, 9 JulldlnFS were- destroeyed. 26
buildings-were badly dﬂmawed nest of xlCh were in a “Cemmie’™ Head-
guarters area. One rolay ohaulop was horipad and left ablaze prn—‘
ducing ruch firew:rks. 4 huge fuel fire was ignited, :

Ce -
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‘ LTJG L. R. CHZ)HIRo of VF-51 flying an F9F was the victim of

a fatal accident.. On his second run on a camouflaged locomotive,
his plane was hit by AA and he headed for Wonsan Bay. His plane

was on fire but he made a perfect let down for ditching near a des-
troyer. Suddenly, his ejection seat 1loft the plane, which was al-
mest on the water. The destrbdyer was at the scene immediately and
despite a thorough ssarch of the area LTJG CHESHIRb was not re-
covered.

27 January - 87 Sorties. In spite of the heavy weather closing
in, a successful day of operations was accomplished.

Lieuten~nt R. L. HUGHES of VC-3 was hit during an early morn-~
ing heckler mission and was forced to land at a friendly field south
of the bombline.

The bad news carried to the enemy during the day included; 51 -
rail cuts, the destruction of cne locomotive and 29 boxcars, two gun
p051t10ns, l transformer, 9 buildings, 4 bridges, 2 by-passes, 2
trucks and 4 cxcarts. A relay station was also badly damaged. -

28 January - Replenishing.

29 January - 77 Serties. 57 rail cuts, 2 locomotives and 8
boxcars were destroyed. Six cars badly damaged. 6 trucks were
destroyed and 4 badly damaged.~ 4 supply piles were destroyed. 17
enemy troops were killed, Two gun emplacements were silenced

30 January - 67 Sorties. Due to the limited number of alrplanes,

two large strikes were ocbeduled in place of three smaller ones.

~In the first strike CDR P. N. GRAY [ Commandlng Officer of Fltron o

rIFTY FOUR, flying an AD was hit by flak which damaged his propeller
‘and he was forced to make his third dltchlng in Wonsan Harbor He !

was quickly recovered by the U.S5.S. TWINING, The score for the day :[

- showed 52 rail cuts, 1 locomotive destrOJed and 1 badly damaged, 3

~cars destroyed and 21 badly damaged, 5 buildings destroyed, a mar-
shalling yard rcpair building badly damaged, 2 relay station and
three trucks damaged. Twentj -nine enemy troops were killed.

3l Januvary - 96{Sort1es. This day marked the thirty- seventh .
- day out of ovort.. A heavy toll was inflicted upon the enemy during
this day, the last before a rest period in Japan. The damage in- -

flicted 1nﬂluded 74 rail cuts, 16 bulldlngs destreoyed. Three bridgesoch

destroyed and 2 railrcad bridge apuvroaches cratered, 3 trucks des-
troyed; one large barracks destroyed, 4 oxcarts and 2 gun positicns.
destroyed and an estimated 58 enemy troops killed on strafing runs..
This oonnluded a period in which intensive destruction was wroughtt -
upen enemy installations ‘transoorta\von and communication.systens,
#supplies and troops. ' :

£l
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© PART III. ORDNA NCE

a, 20MM GUNS IR

The oerformance of the 201 gun +hroughout the Air Grouo has
been excellent. The maintenance procedures as outlined in CP 1910
are being used and have oroven effective., Overating temperatures
have been as low as 300 below zero with ne ill effects upon the
operation of the 201 guns, The cold weather 1ubrlcants have made
a marked increase in the operating efficiency,

Breakage of breech block locks, breech bleck slldes, and
, magazine slide back plate screws has occurred in some 20MM guns
installed en the F9F-2 which have fired 8 to 10 thousand rounds.
However, replacing breech block locks and slides after every 25
thousand rounds and maklng reutine checks after every 6 hundred :
was held stopoages to a minimum., Foeur extra guns were maintained .. ~
in a ready state by both jet squadrons to revlace breken guns in
returning aircraft en short notice. Four additional guns were
nmaintained to permit exchanging of an entire gun asoemblj on the
' flight deck when guns were due for routine cheok. This procedure
permitted work to be done on the zuns on the hangar deok or in a
sheltered armory away from the cold weather. :
One accidental firing of an FR2H-2 20MM gun on the fliehd deck
occurred as a result of a broken breech block locking sear
partially jamming the gun before the locking sear had been engaged
and after a failure of air pressure while taxiing out of she
arresting gear after an arrested landing,

A new type plastic muzzle cover is now being used te eliminate
moisture entering the muzzle, An aporeciable decrease in broken
gun parts has been noted, OStress on short bursts of fire rather
than extended firing has helped decrease gun troubles.

b, BOHBS

Considerabl= trouble has been encountered with the MK 55 bomb
rack during cold weather operatioens, Moisture collects in the
release soleneid and freezes with a resultant inoperative rack 4
and hung bomb. This malfunction was especially prevalent the SRR
first flight after a nen-operating day and occurred-most frequentlwa
'in racks mounted on the starbe:rd wing where the epenings on the ;
rack were up when the wings werzs folded. This problem has been Lt
solved by rleanlng the release solenoid olunger snd lubricatineg. :
the core of the solenoid with cold weather grease prescribsd in
OML GV18-51 for feed mechanism lubrizatisn and the other moving
parts of the rack with E-51 gun c¢il., It was found.that hung bombs
caused by frozen release soleroids oould be drorned by keeping
the electrical circuit to tha rack closed up to two minutes
thereby generating heat in the solenoid to melt the ice.
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b. BOVBS (Cont'd)

YT fuzes have been used on 2000 Dound G P. bombs for flak
suporession missions The T-91 fuze has given excellent results
“but the T-90 fuze has not verformed satisfactorily.

Sway braces for the MK 55 bomb rack installed on the F9F-2,
after being modified have given satisfactory service under hﬁavy
usage of the 250 pound G.P., bomb. The modification consisted of
weldlng pieces of stosk shaped to the curvature of the 250 pound
G.P. bomb to the. original sway braces, thereby producing a longer,
more effective sway brace. :

The A=zro 14 A bomb and focket launcher installed on the F2H-2 n

is mederately sa*isfac*ory. Rep=ated difficulty was exverienced
in rel=asing 500 vound G.P. bombs at high speseds, lMost failures
were at speeds of 375 to QEO knots, No bombs were returned to the
sblp but as high as 20% of those carried would release only at
slower speeds. It was found that the bomb could usually be
released in a run if a siight negative "G" force was aDDllcd at
the mement of release, It avoears that the releasing so’encid
might not be surong enough to proparly release 500 pound bombs
at high speeds, "All launchers were checked for releasing action
cn deck and were found to function nsrmally beforu and after
each fllvht.

LY

Ch ROCKET

Rocket vigtails still break but to lessen this trouble on the
F2H-2 an added bracket was built-and installed on-the four out--
toard launchers with no+nheo to Sth the Dlgtall after the pig-
tail was plugged in, ,

RN
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ORDI ANCE ’
FQF-2 F2H-2 a FLU-LB & FLU-5NL
SUNITIONS @ DEC " JLK » TOTAL DiC_: JAN : TOTAL : DEC T 7ih TOTAL
20004 op . : . :
1000 3P . . 143 L3

500 3p . ;8.

FOWwWm

250% GP 95 . 7gg 833 .
1004 GF : 329 329 .
260# FRAG + 13 134 .

3504 DB - . : :
o™ EVAR s : : ‘
5% LTAR : :

5004 SiP i R
11.75 RooK: : : o

<ty

& De"ofeo Jounds of Napalm DOJdor
=20 CCLULN O? THE P73I0D 26 - 31 ?
AN COLU N UU“ THE “EjIOJ 1 <31 J Ry

b b

-10 -

T\
AV

L~ N

79 1625 78l
7 7
1

3 25 SH : : 2 2
NAPALM # . . : ! : 2Tk ol
20&@ <MD 16335 :65913¢ 72265 10530 128593 139123:10#70:101 0 111600
500# 24P : : : 5 5
11.75 ROCK : : - B 5
al-L & AD-LNL TOTALS
PULITIONS : DT 7 AN+ 70T.L DES : TUAK : ToTil
2009# GP 152 152 , ' 152 . 152
1000# GP 99 ¢ 209 . 308 92 . G52 . 1051
500} GP -8 12 . 20 53 352 ¢ LO5 s
25 J GP 278 12627 2G05 629 5L6L s £093
100y GP : 475 75 79 1429 1508 .
260, FRAG. Lo 10 =10 v 109 757 . 767
350;, DB T 23 23 ’ - 30 30
5% HTAR : ‘ g 360 )68
5% LTLR : _: : : P 264k 261
3.25 SH : 83 a8 . 5 107 112
NAPAL # -2 ?AO 1716 : 19‘6': 240 . 2460 <700 .
FL RS MKA: Ly : : L :
20MM ARGIO 0 :5965 61960 0/825 33300 - 257571 390813 .

T
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PART IV, DhNAGE‘
a. DALuﬁzToinrY .
DAMAGED . D4STROY®D
DEC : JAN : TOTAL DEC + JAN ¢ TOTAL
TANKS - 7 7 - 2 2
TRUCKS : 9. 134 143 12 100 118
AUTOMORILES : - 7 7 - 3 3
. LOCMCTIVES - 26 26 -1 16 17
OXCARTS - 31 31 g £2 73
HIGHYAY BRIDGE - g8 8 - .24 2 .
HIGHYAY BY-Passz - L L - , 1 .
HIGHWAY CULVERTS - - - - 2 .. 2
SUPPLY BUNMPS L - 28 28 - 12 12
WAREHOUSES : - 6 6 - v 5 5
BARRACKS & BUILDINGS 20 244 261, 29 198 - 227
GUN EMFLACEMZINTS 3 51 5l - 20 20
LUI'BER. PILES - 1 1 - - -
BOATS 1 25 26 3 5 8
BUNKERS - 2 2 - 8 8
RATILROAD TRACKX CUTS - Ll L 202% 137L 1576
RAILROAD CARS - 181 181 - gg . a8
RAILROALD BRIDGES 3 39 L2 I 32 36
RAILROAD BY-~PASSES 2 20 22 - 32 32
QAILROAD TURNTABLES - 3 3 - 3 3
JRAILROLD TUNNELS - L L - - -
~ TROOP3 hILLgJ - - - 10 569 579
" CRANES . -~ 1 1 . - -
OBSERVATION POSTS - 1 1 - 1 1
FACTORIES - - - - 1 1
AMLIO DUMPS : - - - - 1 1
POWER INSTALLA TIONS - 7 7 - 3 3

* These figures include only targets'poSitively idéntified‘and,the
actuzl damaged observed.,  Unobserved damage or unidentified tar-
- gets are not tabulated. ' : Tl

# Bridges with at'least onevcomplé+e break are counted as déstroyed;»Jv

s

Damages where tranks are broken or cratered are cdunted as rail. -
cu*s. . L S . o

NOTE: DECIZMBER COLUMN 26 DEC - 31 DEC

JANUARY COLUMN ~ 1 JilN - 31 JAN TN -
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b, DAMAGE TO OWN ATRCRAFT FOR PLRIOD 28 - 31 DECEMBER 1951

1

RS

DATE TYPE 4/C DAMAGE INFLICTED BY
VF-51
12-29-51 FOF-2 Bullet Holes 30 ca, A
VF-53
12-30-51 FLU~LB Bullet Holes 50 cal.
12-30~51 FLU-LB Bullet Holes 20MT
12-30-51 FLU~-LB Bullet Holes 50 cal,
12-30-51 FLU-LB Flak Holes Unknown:
VE-54
12-29-51 . AD=L Bullet Holes 50 cal., A
12-30-51 Lp-3 Flak Heles 3M I
12-30-51 CRREN Bullet Holes 50 cal, I
12-30-51 AD-LL Flak Holes 3I7MM T
12-30-51 AD=L Bullet Holes 30 cal, A
VE-51
,DAMAGE TO OWN AIRCRAFT FOR PazxIOD 1 - 31 uaNU RY 1952
1-1-52 FOF-2 Bullet Holes 12, 7MM A
1-2-52 FOF-2 Bullet Holes 12,7M D
1-2-52 FOF-2 Bullet Hcles Unknown
- 1-3-52 FOF-2 Bullet Holes  -. 20MM
1-5-52 FOF-2 Flak Holes LOIM
1-6-52 FGF-2 Plane crashed to earth. Unknown Auto
\ Exnloded on impact.
1-11-~-52 FOF-2B Burlet Heles g A \
1-13-52 FOF~2B Bullet Holes 30 cal, D
1-15-52 FOF.-2B Bullet Holes oMM A
1-15-52 FQF-~2B Bullet Holes SIS
o 1-19-52 FOF-2 Bullet Holes 12,7MM - D
1-19-52 FOF-ZB Bullet Holes 20MM T
1-22-52 FOF-2B "Bullet Holes 2000 T
1-26-52 FOF -2 Plane crashed w1+h Pllc Unknown -
' Believed orojectile hit s
- main fuel line to engine.
1=27-52 FOF-2 Bullet Holes 12.7MM A
1-27-52 FOF-2 Bullet Holes 25 cal., A & -
‘ , : Bomb Blast '
1-29-52 For-2 Bullet Holes 12.7MM A
1-29-52 FOF-2 Bullet Hules 12,7VM A

Cr” €T
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CVGS5/A16-13/(cfe)
~Serial 06~52 - -7
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DAMAGE TO OWN

DATE
1-2-52
1-2-52
1-6-52
1-6-52
1-6-52
1-6-52
1-2-52
1-9-52
1-11-52
1-13-52
1-21<52
1-22-52

=
I
D
N
!
(S
N

= b
l B
DO
O~ N
{
Ur\aon
O

HH'HHHHHTHHHHHHH

=5-52
~5-52
~5~52
-6-52
-£-52
~6-52
-8-52
g-52
-B-52
-9-52
~9=52
~9-52
-9-52
~11-52
-11-52
1-12-52
1-12-52

TYPE‘A/C

ATRCRAFT FOR

zanb 1 - 31 JANU'RY 1952
VF-53

FLU-LR
FLU-LB

FLU~4B

FLU«LB
rLU-LB
FLUI-LB
FLU-LR
FLU-LB
FLU-LB
FLU-4LB
FLU-LB
1?‘ JT J B

FLd-LB

FLU-LB
FLU~5NL
FLU-LB

TR i

Diniqd, “ INFLICTED BY .

Bullet EHoles
Bullet and Shrapnel Holes 38 & 50 cal. &

‘ Shrapnel -
Bullet Eeles . © 30 cal.
Bullet Heoles 30 cal,
Pullet Holes 30 cal,
Bullet Holes 30 cal,
Buliet Holes - : 20 cal,
Bullet Holes . ' 50 cal, S
Bullet Holes 50 nal,
Bullet Eoles 30 ocal,
Bullet Holes ] 30 cal.

"Pilet bailed cut due to 2001

fire in zoc knit.

Plane
crashed, ’

- Filot attemvted ta2 droo raft to heliconter

rewman in water. Raft caught in tail of
4/C. Plane crashed on beach,

i/C exovloded and crashed in water.
Flak Holes - 37
Bullet Holes . 2001
VE-5L
“Bullet Holes 50 cal. 4
Bullet Heles 30 cal, A
Flak Holes - 37T

Bullet Holes
Bullet Holes

30 cal, -~
30 cal, A

Bullet Holes 2O0MM A
Bullet Holes 50 cal, A
Bullet Holes . - 50 cal, A
~ Bullet Heles =~ =~ 50 cal, A R
.Flak Holes S 37 MM T s
- Bullet Holes - 30 cal. A RS
Bullet Holes - - - 30 cal, “4
Plane burst in flames and crashed
o with oilet, . .
Flak EHoles - I7NM T
. Flane crashed with 01lo+ +hree
"nAnufes aiter take- off
Bullet Holes 30 cal,
ullvu koles 50 cal, A
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DATE TYPE A/C DAMAGE - : INFL CT“D BY.

1-12-52  © AD=2 Bullet Holes 30 cal. <A

1-13-52 iD-2 ullet Holes ’ 20N
1-13-52  AD-LL Bullet Holes 30 cal., A
1-13-52 AD=L Bullet Holes 20 cal. A

1-15-52 AD-LNL Bullet exnloded in feed 200 M

mechanism starting small ’

- fire, (
1-15-52 AD=-2 Bullet Hcles EQ cal. A
1-15-52 AD=4” Bullet Holes 50 cal, A -
1-15-52 AD=3 4/C hit in engine resulting
' in complete loss of oil, .

Controlled landing made in

Wensan Harber, ‘ Unknown
1-16-52 AD=LL Bullet Holes ' 30 cal. |
1-16-52 AD Ay Bullet Holes : - 30 cal, '
1-16-52 N-LL : Dents in Starboard wing 30 cal, A
1-16~52 AP—AL Bullet Holes 30 cal, A
1-16-52 AD-4 , Bullet Holes : 30 cal, A
1-18-52 AD-L " Flak Holes 37T F
1-21-52 _qE—4L Bullet Holes ' 50 cal, A
1-21-52 AD=3 Bullet Holes 50 cal, A
1-21-52 AD-L ‘Bullef Holes 30 cal, &
1-21-52 AD=l Bullet Holes 30 cal. A
1-21-52 AD=L 'S%ell h1+ engine and ex~ 20MM E

T e “"ploded on contdet, Plane
: _ : d%tched, v :

1-22-52 AD=-3 Plane ditched in water Unknown S
1-23-52 A0l Flak Holes ‘ 37TM R B
1-26-52 4D=3 " Bullet Foies 50 cal. A
1-27-52 ADRLL - Bullet Holes 20107 A
1-27-52 AD-3 Bullet Holes 30 cal. A
1-30-5%2 :

J
i

I 1 L1
R RN

{

1

bt b bt e s e
I
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it \nuniuniaon
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SENENESENENRN
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!
]
N

!
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oV

A:";D-.-Z

F2H=2 ~
F2H-2

" FZH-2

F2H-Z
FP2HE~-2
FR2H-Z
FZH-2

F2H-2

Plane ditehed in-water

VE<L 74

rBullet Holes

Bullet Holes

Flak Holes

Bullaet Holes

- Bullet Holes -

Flak Heles -

rped ail=2ron ard large
: denf when HVaR went off.

pUlLeu noles

:ZOi'M' E o . e
BAMM & 30 cal. A

30 cale s & e,
30 cal, " . o A0
QM R

;Cm?ﬂu E

HVAR
12,7MM

A ‘ - - . \.4;_.‘

BRI
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DAMIGE TO OYN LIRCR FT FOR PrRICD l'f BIvJQNULRY 1952

. VE-1772

DATE - TYPE A/C DAlIGE - INFLICTEL BY
1-12-52 F2H-2 Bullet Holes 12, 7V
1-15-52 Fz2H-2 Bullet Holes 30 cal,
1-19-52 FzH-2 Plare burst into flames and
crashed with pilot. Exploded 3
uvon impact. f Unknown
1-21-52 F2H-2 Bullet Heles c 1R TMM
C1-21-52 F2H-2 Eullet Holes 12, 7:M
1-26-52 - FRH-2 Eullet Holes 12,7001 N
1-27-52 FRH-2 Bullet Holes 12,71 ’
}
N
i
I
/
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At ths end of four (4) periodgs of opsraulons in the combat
area, the pilot factor ef 1.5 for squadrons deployad is believed
to be realistic in view of the losses sustained and the average
numbsr of sorties regquired by current coerating plans, At this
point, additional lesses would in all probability necessitate
the requiremsnt of reolacement rilets, which would be considersd
undesirable in view ¢f the timz reaquired to integrate nsw vilots
into the teams ef the squadrons, It is strongly reccmmended that
the 1.5 vilot factor rzmain in effect for all sguadrons in
order that sustained operational committments may be metb.

The follow1ng is a tresakdcwn of combat pilet casualtic
suffered by Air Group during the veriod 22 August 1951 to
31 January 1952:

NUFBER PILOTS ON=ROLRD ‘
DEPLOVED 31 JAN Y852 CASUALTIES
CVG-5 Staff 2 2 0
VF-51 Ry 19 i 5
VF-172 27 27 3% 5
VF-53 2k 20k 3
VF-51, 29 2L% 3
VC-3 6 - 57 0.
VC-11 5 5 0
Vo-35 6 5 1
Y\JC —61 N ‘x;, PR \ RO, _ -._}i: 7 Ll .._..’li< = Z . _Q Q",.,
TOTAL 127 105 22
* Cne (1) of ficer transferred for dlsohgrge.‘ '
*% One {1) officer ATAD FiSRon SEVEN, San Diego.,
% Trrse (3) rsplacement pilots revort in December 1951,
# ”hange of teams effscted with five (5) revorting.
b., ENLISTED
No Commvn+s
c. CASUALT ES . o e o f(

The Air Group SlLfeer the follewing casualties during this
renorflng D»rlcd T S T PR T
NS Glen Howard T ICVFTTCN 52783 Q/1,_.,, J3NR, VF-51,

nlrcraft hit, by antlraircr?ft fﬂrJ during strafing run, -

crasted’ and burned., Killsd in action on 6 January 7952




10 days.

Co CASUALTIES'(uont‘d)
LT Harold J ZENNER,

DECLASSIFED

413993/1310 USH,

Wounded on- 6 January 1952 -when enemy an+1 alroraf+ fire ¢

cshattered the canopy of hls aircraft

and plexiglass pcnetra+ed
U.53. Naval Hosolta

3

‘?S aymOHd
ircrzaft hit by nti-air

Il)t

on 9 Januvary 1952.

1e‘¥bLLY, :08187/1315,
cralt
near vertical dlve, crashed and

Fragments of metal
1is right eve. lransf“r”ed to

fokosuxa.

JERRy VF-54,
firs, plane nosed over 1in _
qulCde. Killed in action

1 . ~y ; /9~ T )

LTJG Joseph Henry GOLL NER, 521481/1310, USN, VF-5L,
Following normal take-off, plans jettisoned one 1009 pound
bomb, then climbed %o an es*lmated 900 fest., lade three
shallew right turns, thp last turn steevening into a nose
down spiral, and then crashed. Two helicovters conducted

! s N T
fruitless scearchy A“lll :d on 11 January 1952,

Ilajer Francis Norman IMcCOLLCH, 638
Aircraft hit by anti-aircraft fir

crash=d and burned.

LTJG Leonard Ray CHZSHIRE,

. Aircraft hit by anti-aircraft fire,

in Wensan Harbor, eje
200 feet,

Ki lled in action

Search proved fru;tless‘_

i

7, VF=172.
ire during strafine run,
‘ on 19 January 1952,

o T\ fa)
1‘6-1, 13-
Y

06751/1315, U3NR, VF-51,
During ditching process

ction scat actuatad at about 100 ¢ -
"Killad on 26 January 1952.

a, COLIT-NTS bu‘RCOHW&D.TIPS

“The strenuous ooeratlons ourrbn*lv conducted 1m005u’w

tfemcndbus demands upon leng
World War II operations when 7T

pbrs snnel, The concept:of
sk Ferces cruised contlnually,

seeking-out the enemy and, fhcn, maxlnn all-out: - efforts in

strikes against his forces.and

short duratiori does not hold in the

tions for neriods of
¥orean Theatre, Due to

inst gl

the lack of enenmy opo051tlcn of f the coast of Korea, Task

Force 3HEVENTY ZEVEN is able to

trlklng rangesof Qnemy forces
Navy'!s air war can be, and is,
will and varsisth sn+ly.

Current onura+iug olans*réquir cach
4ir Group to remain with Task Forece 3EVZ
of about. 30" dqu, ard with an availacili .
P38TX (OV- 9, dzvarted Yo Pouukp on 26 Decembér

.joklc
1951 and Wo*npi Task Forze 57V
Cn 29 Dec°mber, air onbraginhs
operating period. During this

r:main hon+1nuouuly within =
and installations; thus, the
chrled Lo fPu one my almost at

1

ach carrier with‘embarked
EVIUTY SEVEN for a:pariod
ty period” 1n oort of

SNPY 3LVEN on 28 December 1951,

wars commencaed for tha fourth
piriod, thse tell-tale effects

of fatlpue began to shew its marks afser 20 days.  The ldst

17
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‘dy COMFTINTS ! D RCOMT ND..TIONS (Cont‘d)

day of opera atiens ended on 31, January 1952 after .37 days ocut
of port and "combat fatigue” was anparent in varying degrecs
-among a Dﬂrcpn+age of the pilots. o ‘ '

The average number of sorties for the Alr Grouo for ths
pariod 22 Ausust 1951 to 31 Januvary 1952 is 56 sorties vper
pilot, with Fighter Squadron FIFTY THREE avaraging €6 sorsies
war Dllvuw

In view of the above, an operation viriod of 21 days, with-
days in port axd 4 days enroute, is belisved to be cotimum,
The negative effect of loenger p:ricds are considered to have
detrimental affects, Loth physical and psycholegical, on the

flying personnel, w1th a hignh Tl”b“bWIlt’ af” many be 1ng L w
grounded, '
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- PART VI. OP=2R.TIOKS

The fourth Combau period for Carrier Air Grouv FIVE in the
operating area ends with the major effort being placed on,
interdiction of enemy lines of communication,

Cparating =rocedures of the Air Grouo have not chea need to
any grzat extent but tha metheds of conducting the interdiction
pregram have been revised since this 4Air Group first entered
tha combat arsa last August. The rail cutting nrogr 2m has been
centinued throughout this veriod but instead of cutting track
over a wide area, the concept has bzen to make concentrated
breaks in one sacticn of track for seversl mi:s. It is believad
that by this method the enemy will te unable to maks repairs
readily., The effectivenzss of this vprogram is exemnlified by
the fact that no rail traffic has moved cver the target route,
Kowen to Wonsan,since the vrogram was initiated 18 Januvary.,

Key bridges and bv—naﬂsps ware also assiened as orimary
targets on the east-west rall rourtes along with the eastern
railroad, ZEridge tgrgbts are h-avily protected by anti-air-
crart empnlacements, The group hzs continuzd to use the
coordinated attacks for flak suonression on f‘psa targets with
excellent results, :

Two FRH-ZP vhoto aircraft were ordared to thi: group during
the operating veriod and were found to be a great improvement
over the F9F-2P because of the types of cameras installed, The

F2H-2FP has cne (1) K-38 camera with a 36 inch focal length and

two [2) K- l/s, one-with a 12 irch-focal -vnatb ‘and one with-a oo
5.1inch focal length, The P9b 2P has twa (2) {-17s with 12 inch

focal length.

Fighter Squadron FIFTY FOUR installed a K-17 camera with
a 24 inch focal lzngth in a wing vackage cn tha AD aircraft and
has obtained excellent results for target assessment. This
camera is a gre-t improvement over the K-25 which is most- .
generally used for this type of work, 1 revert of construction
and installation of the K-17 camera package is being submitted
by sepirate corresncndence, B :
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. . qugme,mm@y.mwrmw CONBAT T0OLTINS ,
S S F2H~2P .
& A/C TYPE : F9F-2 FOF~-2P  F2H-2 .FLU-4LB FLU-SNL oD~k  AD~4NL AD-LY © TOT.L3
0 SOULDRON @ VF-51 VC-61 VF-172 VF-53 Ve~ w VF-5L4  VC-35  VC-11 _
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3QUA~  TOTAL COMBAT HOURS

DRON ¢« DEC ¢ JAN :TOTAL:

D

- CECUASSIFIED

AVERLGE CiWM

LT
HOUR PER PILOT
EC TOT

M PR
Ce

2\Febfuary~l952

3

S Rapovi

: JalN @

{

CVG5/416-13/(cfc)
Serial 06-52

LVTRIGE COMBAT
SORTIE P7R PILOT

DEC

JiN

VF-51 @ 59.6; 678.4:738.0:
VF-172:  62.9: 734.8:797,7:
VF-53 : 111.7:1098,9:210.6:
VF-54 : 97,3:;1038,74126,0:

ve-3 8,

N

V6-11 1 2.9: 155,3:152,2:

VC=3% + 19,2: 1A9,2:188 4.

Vo6l v 11.9: 87.6: 99,5: .

: 374 .0:406L . 84438 ,2:

:101,9:110,4 .

2
3
5

9: 34,0 9
Q:. 35,00 .0:
6: 54,.,9: 60,5

3.50 b1.9r L5.ks

1.

Lo

3.

3.

6O 31,0: 31,
g

7: 2041 22,

8 33:8: 3¢
O: 21.9: 24,

01 34,2: 37,2:

2,01

1.9: 2

1,9:
1.2
Y
21
1.8

i

2.01

22.03

_TOTAL:
2L.O:
23 okt
20,9;
17.0:

S.h

1hhe

15.0;
17.8:

17,61
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PART VII, MAINTENANCE
a, CONVENTIONAL MAINTENANCE.

No Comments
. b. JET MAINTENANCE

Although all TJ-C1l barometric unit anereid shafts in
F9F~2s were closely inspected and c¢iled prior to commencing
operations cn 28 Eecember, many instances of anereid shaft
seizure continued %o occur,.,- After fifteen days cf operating,
all shafts were 1psoe ted and four were found to be frozen,
Engines again have been checked, all shafts removed, cleaned,
and coated with 7\"olyodermm Disulfide Ne, 24 Sd*fl“lent time
nas not elavsed since the Molycocat has bee applied and
accurate information as to its ability %o vrevent re-ocourr-—
\ ence of the difficulties is not yet available, Pump surging
as reperted in tre las®% acticn revort has been virtually _
¢liminated by careful and punctual cleaning of the fuel pump
filters, However, the lack of replacement seals and filters
is beginning tc ahoe ipternal leaks which eventually will —
recessitate pump revlacement? S

S

The first ACG items te be reguisiticned for F9F-2s since
commencing comba® operations cccurred during this peried., The
lack ef adequate- suppcrt to ‘the parent supply agency-abecard has -+
resulted in depl eting the reserve stocks, causing serious
shortages in many items.. ACG stub reculsiticens submitted this
reried are: ' '

Dampér, shimmy R82-HL=A ~14096 e
4 c T

”nld, 1=n1+1.n #1 . "R85-GLA1-3400-1 .

Moter - R17-11-3196-50

Amnllfler master compass R8&-4-499

Qther 1temo‘for FQF—ZSfthat are consiuerei’cri al 1nclude"
Tip Tanks nght & Left e -13286 : T
Pumps, fuel o ~ Ré&s5- RD“-369005 BU BL

i Seal ; , R85.RPD-3H8532 -
Seal - R&5-BFD-361608
Filter assembly RE5-BrO-368559 .
Stabilizer aSoeJDlV R22-GR -13“948
Ring, packing - 185—3“*—?16 -1L

.
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PART VIII. MATERIAL =~

For the F2H- 7s, the lack of main landlno gear wheels 1is
beceming critical. At present seven (7) wheels are aDDroacblng
the safety limits and, if new wheels are not received in the
near future., it is likely that the F2H-2s will become AQG. , -

?ue te the large number of hits by anti- alrcraft fire, and _—
the tyve of repair necessary tc repair the damage, lack.of
the mere common metal extrusions is beﬂomlng avparent. Ne -
extrusicns commoen to the F2H-2s are in stouk at present and o
it is recommended +rat a stock of extrusicns be maintained
aboard ship such that more structural recvairs can be accomp-
lished thereby reauc1ng the number of surch%Lal replacements
necessary. , , : ‘ -
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Lo UNITED STARES PACIFIC FLIWE = <
AIR FORCE e CVGS/A16 13/

~mmm AIR GROUP FIVE  Serial 08-52

12.March 1952

From: Commander Carrier.-Air Group FIVE :
To: Commanding Officer, U.S,S.MESSEX (CV-9)

Subj: Action Repert of Carrier Air Group FIVE (°l February 1952 - o
5 March 1952) | ' o

Ref: (a) OpNav Instruction 3480.1
{b) CinCPacFlt Instruction 2480.1

for

1. This report 1is submitted in compliance with reference (a)
inclusion in the Action Report of U,S.5. ESSEX (CV-9) and the
divicion of data between calendar months is shown in compliance
with reference (b), \
£aRT I: COMPOSITICN OF OWN FORCES AND IMIGSION.
a. The composition of the groun fecllows:
TNIT - TYPE OPERATICHAL A/C PILOTS
A/C 2/ 3/L 2/41 3/
5 . ‘ ‘None None None B %
"ok M. U. BEEBE ,
BRI For-2 12 , 13 18 18
“.L Be M. BEAUCHAMP
V=172 ~ F2H-2 15 15 20 20
CDR M. E. BARNZTT
VF-53 _ ’ FLU-4B 14 14 19 18
CDR H. J. TRUM, III -
VF_5"+ AD=2 1 1 2}4’** 2[4_:::9,:
Gk P. N. GRAY , AD-3 3 9
0 ADSy 3 1 =
ACD-L7, 1 1
, ' AD-LQ 1 1
VC-3 (Unit “B") FLU-5NL 3 3 L L
LCPR J. F. DOHERTY : '
VC~11 (Unit "B") AD-LW 2 2 5 5
LCTR M. R. MILLER :
VC-35 {Unit "B") - AD-LRL 3 3 5 5
LCDR F. F. BERTAGNA o M
VC-61 (Unit "B") - FOF=2P 2 T2 ok L
LT 5. L. JAYNES FRH-2P 2 - . —_
TOTAL 63 65 100 99

% The &1r Grouo Ccrmander flies regularly with VF- 51, and VF=-5L "
SO Includes the Air Grounv Operatﬂcns Officer, ‘

- -1 -
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b, MISSION

, , The primary mission of Air Group FIVE during the reporting - *
‘period was the support:of United Nations ground forces in Korea.

This support was primarily an interdiction program for the

destruction of enemy lines of communicaticn. '

Anti-Submarine and Combat Air Patrols were maintained dur- .
ing all daylight hours over our own forces when weather conditions .
permitted, J ‘ : R '

;o

PART II: CHRONCLOGY

While in pert versonnel were encouraged to utilize the
facilities at the various rest-camos, and cver fifty percent of the
enlisted men and officers were able to take adventage of these .
camps. ' ' '

On 18 February, departed Yokosuka for the overating area.

On 19 February, the Air Group conducted refresher training
operations., Thirty-three (33) sorties were flcwn.,

On 20 February, forty-five {45) training sorties were flown.

On 21 February, the Air Group flew eighty-five (85) combat
sorties, LTJG F. 3. JUTRAS, VF-5L, was shot down by anti-aircrsft
firet while making a bombing run in an AD-L. He was able to make a
controlled water landing and was vicked up by a destroyer almost
immediately. LTJG JUTRAS received a strained back. LTJG F. G,
GIRGEN, VF-53, was killed when his FLU crashed into the sea e

_shortly after entering-a -snow storm while éscorting a battle =
damaged AD, During the day, the Air Group cut railroad tracks in .
33 places, 6 trucks were destroyed, 11 buildings destroyed,
1 barracks area burned, 25 railroad cars destroyed and 25 were
- damaged, S o o - '

On 22 February, the grouo flew eight-one (8l) sorties and lost
one aircraft, LT W. B. MUNCIE, VF-5L4, lost oil vressure shortly ‘
after take-off and was unable to return to the ship., The plane
lost power and LT MUNCIE made a water-landing,  He was recovered = ‘-
uninjured by a helicopter within 3 minutes after entering the water, -
During the day, 52 rail cuts were made, 6 buildings destroyed and 1.
bridge badly damaged. IR Do e R S

. On 23 February, seventy-one (71) sorties were flown. Thirty . ..
(30) small beats were destroyed dnd 3 damaged, 5 trucks and & & - %

_ oxcarts were reported as destroyed, 17 rail cuts were made and 2 @
bridges were inoperative, . SR
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On 2A February, the force retlred to renlenlqh.

On 25 February, che grouv flew seventy—seven (”7) sortles. ihéih
early morning hecklers located a train of L5 cars and 2. locomotlves.>
Morning strike groups were diverted to the train and the final “
-report r2ad: LO cars destroyed, 2 locometives destroyed and 5 cars
heavily damaged, Railroad tracks were cut in 15 olaces, 2 trucks
were set on fire, 13 buildings were left burning and 1 warehouse
was set on fire. .

On 26 February, foul weathsr was encocuntered and the force
retired to renlenish,

Cn 27 February, the group flew eighty~seven \87) sorties. The
days' tally showed 82 small boats destroyed and 63 damazed, 24 boats
ranging from 4O feet to 80 feet were destroyed and 3 damaged. .
Seven (7) trucks received heavy damage, 18 buildings were set on
fire, L bridges were knocked out and railrcad tracks were cut in
27 places. '

On 28 February, weather conditions caused alver51on of the
planes from primary targetsy nouever, clghty-flv {85) sorties weie
flown. Railroad tracks were cut in 25 places, 11 trucks were
destroyed and 4 damaged, Thirty-two (32) small becats were destroyed
and 25 were badly damaged. Thirty-eight (38) buildings were set on
fire. : o

Cn 29 February, the group flew eighty-six (86) sorties. The ,
early merning hecklers stopped a train of 1l cars and 2 locomotives
and the morning strike groups were diverted to this target, Both

locemotives and 14 cars were listed as QGQtrOde A third locomotive: .

was stopred in a different arga and received “cavy damagé, - Two-{R) =
trucks and one (l) 100 foot vower schoonér were destroyed, Fourteen-
{14) small boats were destreyed and 49 were listed as heavily :
damaged, Railrocad tracks were cut in 15 Dlaces and one (1) by-vass
was made inoverative. o '

On l March the force retired to revlenish'.

on 2 Marvh, the group flew eighty-nine (89) sorties,  One rail=-.

oad bridge was krocked down, cne locomotive-was heavily. damaged and -

7 buidlings were set on flre. BEight (&) trucks and 19 boats were
des*royed On (1) qurnly dump was autacked and left burnlng.

On 3 Barcb foul weather condl*lonb oravonted operatlons.‘

On a Marbh tke pllo of nlr uxouo FIVE flew their last day
of combaf for uke hrulge w1 h a.total of 71 sortiess - Flfty~spven

(57) cutsiwere made in “a1¢ro Jracxs, 20 small boats were destroy—'“’

ed and. 52 damaged Cne (l)klOﬂomctivé was -attacked and left heav1lY
daw?geﬂ and one’ le]rOad b] -pass was made. 1nopewaf1ve.

a3




Sarlal 08»52 e
12 March 1952

On 5 March, the force retlred to reolenlsh and alrcraft were -

. transferred to the U5S VALLEY FORGE and USS ANTIETAM, USS ESSEX
headed south out of the Sea of Japan for the United States via
Yokosuka. : o - '

P4ART ITI: ORDNANCE.
a. 20M1 GUNS

During the past ovsrating veriod, functioning of all
crdnance equipment has been satisfactoryw ‘Some erratic firing in
a few instances is believed tc be caused by weakened feeder
mechanisms., A tentative rem:=dy for this defect is the checking
of the feeder mechanisms with a torque wrench after Z35C0 rounds
of firing and at any other time when a wesakness is susvected, 1f
a feeder mechanism will not give at least 85% of the reguired
tensicn, it is renlaced,

b. BOMBS

In comoliance with OTF-77's restricted disvatch $113342
~of January 1952, a thorough winterization treatment was given all
MK 55 bemb racks. A nolicy of heating solenoids for one and one-

half to two minutes during each flight was adccted in the FOF
squadron.

c. ROCKETS

Rocket pigtails continue to break on jet type aircraft.

Ve e ‘{.cvc}s/Alé 13 Agfc), -
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d. ORDNANGE EXPENDITURES

FoP-2 F2H-2

MUNITIONS : FEB : MAR : TOTAL : FEB .: MAR : TOTAL :
2000# GP .. : : : R : :
1000# GP s s : -2 : :
5004 GP ;8 1 . s 8 .+ 4O : - LO ¢
250 GP : 250.: 80 : 330 : 208': G6 : 30k :
100£ GP : 116': 70 : 186 -+ 111.: L& : 159 -:
2607 FRAG.: 28 :- s 28 e : i
350 DB : : : : ; : :
5% HVAR. - . . : 32 : 16 : L8 s
5" ATAR : : s 126 ; 36 % 182
3.25 SH e : : Dol e
NAPALM # . . . . s
R0MM AMMO  :24340:12420: 36760 37330 11700: 49030 -
FLARES MK6 - e . . , . : .
~ FLU~LB & FLU~-5NL AD-A-& AD-LNL
MUNITIOWS ¢+ FEB ; MAR : TCTAL : FEB ¢+ MAR ¢+ TOTAL :
_LOOO# GP : : . : 9 : 25 3 ¢
1000# GP ¢ 30 : 2L : 54 12069 : 29 : 328 :
5004 GP - ¢+ 73 : 2y 75 ¢ : : :
250# GP ¢ 453 : 152 :+ 605 ¢ 846 : 150 : 996
1003# GP + 202 ¢+ 63 ¢+ 265. ¢+ 290 : 100 : 390 :
260# FRAG : 60 : : 60 ! T k3
350 DB : Lo 1 5 ¢ 11 : 2 1 13 :
54 HVAR : . : : : H St
5% ATAR : T s B
3.25 SH : 15 : Ih . 29 ¢ 37 % 6+ L3
- NAPALM # : 420 ¢ 230 : 650 1700 '1050 : 2350 :
20MM AMMIO  ¢28480:13605: A2085 2022075975 ¢ 26195 =
"TL%RE% VK6 - {"'h”:” B - S
. TCTALS ‘
MUNITIONS + FEB :+ MAR : TOTAL -
2000# GP 9 25 ¢+ 34 s
1000# GP  ; 329 @ 53 : 382
500# GF ;121 + -2 123
2504 GP.  :1757, : L78 : 2235
100# GP ¢ 719 o 281 1000
260# FRAG ., 88 . Soo. g8
308 . 15 . 3. 28 o .
5" HVAR . 32 16 . L8 4 # uenotes poundq of Napalm
5% ATAR . 126 . 36, 162 Powder
3.25 SH ., . 20 72, e o
CNAPALM # ¢7203 . 1280#; 30C0# . EB COLUMN 23 FEB ~ 20 FEB
20MM AMMO 110370 hB?OC 15LO”O . - MAR COLUMN -1 MAR - 5 MAR
FLARES MK6 . 4 .+ k4 : 8 . B SR
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PART IV. DAMAGE - '
. a, DAMAGE TO ENEMY . : ' : R I T
o ~ 7 DAMAGED DESTROYED - = = .-
o 'FEB : MAR : TOTAL FEB : MAR : TOTAL
- TANKS - L L ' i - - 1
TRUCKS 17 9 26 30 5 35
CARS P 2 e - -
LOCOMOTIVES 10 ) 12 3 1 L
OXCARTS ‘ 8 23 31 14 .3 17
HIGHWAY BRIDGE3 3 - 3 - - -
SUPPLY DUMPS A L 8 6 1 7
FACTORIES 2. - 2 - - -
WAREHOUSES - - - 3 - 3
BARRACKS & BUILDINGS 7L - 20 oL 38 59 157
GUN EMPLACEMENTS3 : 3 - 3 5 2 -7
OXEN ' - - - 3 3 6 .
VILLAGES 1 - 1 - - -
BOATS & S4MPANS 209 90 - 299 239 LO 279
POWER INSTALLATIONS - - - 1 - 1
BUNKERS & REVETMENTS - - - 24 - 214
RAILRCAD YARDS 1 - 1 1 - 1
RAILROAD TRACKS l4bends 9 23 208 cuts 79 287
RAILROAD CARS3 L6 I 50 L5 L L9
RAILROAD BRIDGES 6 2 g 2 - 2
TROOPS KILLED - - - 3 70 153
RAILROAD BY-PASSES 1 1 2 1 - 1
COMMAND POST 1 - 1 - - -
TRANSFORMER STATION - 1 1 - 1 1

MAR COLUMN 1 MAR - 5 HMAR
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b

DATE

2~22-52
2--28~52
2~28-52
2-28~52
2-28<52
~-2-52

ACCAULANN]
1
F o
[
o \n
NN

2-21-52
2-22-52
2=28~52

2-21=52
2-21-52
" 2~21-52
2-~21-52
2-22-52

2-22-52
2-25-52
2.25-52
2-27-52
2-27-52
2-27-52
22752
2-28-52
2-28-52
2—28-52

DAMAGE

T YIS " o i LT i e A B b
e T e e Y +

R e ,,«VVGD/Alé 13/ cfc

DAMAGE TO OWN AIRCRAFT

TYPE A/C

FOF-2
FOF-2
FOF-2
FOF-2
FoF-2
FOF-2
FOF-2
FOF-2

FLU~LR
-FLU-4LB
FLU-LB

AD=-4
AD=2
CAD-LL
D-3
AD-4

AD=-2
AD=-L NL
AD-3
AD-4NL
AD-3
AD-3
AD<L
AD-3
aD-3
AD-LNL

AD=LNL

AD-3
4D-3
AD~3

F2H-2
F2H-2

, Serlal 08-~52 f
12 March 1952_ |
VF-51

DAMAGE INFLICTED BY
Flak Holss , 12,7MM A-T
Flak Holes ' 12,7MM D
Flak Holes TN
Flak Holzs 7ML
Flak Holes 12.7 & 7MM
Flak Holes ’kﬂﬂi D
Flak Holes M
Bullet Holes 30 cal, D

VE-53

Plane plunged into sea, vilet lcst,
- y

Bullet Hcles 20 cal,

Bullet Holes 30 cal.
VF-5

Bullet Holes 30 cal, A

Flak Holes 37VM B

Flak Holes 20MM T

Flak Holes 20MM E

Plane lecst at sea, pilot rescued,

Flane ditched in water dus to loss
of o0il oressure. . - - . BRI :
Bullet Holes 30 cal, A
Bullet Holes , 30 cal., A
Bullet Holes 30 cal. A
Bullet Holes 30 cal, A
Bullet Holes _ 30 cal, A
Bullet Heles ‘ 30 cal. A
Bullet Holes , © 30 cal. A
Bullet Holes . 30 cal, A
Flak Holes _ . - 20MM
"Budlet Holes 30 cal. A
Bullet Holes ‘ “ 30 cale A
Bullet Hales ' B 30 cal. A
Bullzst Holes 30 cal. A
Bullet Heles 20 cal. A
Vi-172
Bullet Holes » 30 cal, A

Bullet Holes - . 30 cal, A

PE L B

e ,
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PART V: . PERSONNEL

"a. GENERAL

In February, there was an outbreak of an apparently virus
type resviratory, uoper respiratory, and gastro-intestinal epidemic.
A considerable number of the pilots were grounded and many enlisted
men were admitted to the sick list or were turned-in to their own
bunk., This was probably due in part to ths fatigue of the entire
- Air Group after having worked long hours for six (6) months.

The venereal disease rate has been about 1/3 for *Kls group
and cruise as compared to previous shins and cruises, This is
particularly due to an all-out effort to get the “word"™ tc “he crew
and officers, :

The problem of combat fatigue has been a reality in this Air
Group in the last two months of operstion and, at the end of the
fourth period which lasted for forty (LO) days, about 20% of the
pilots were showing varying degrees of combat fatigue. Three {(3)
pllots were admitted and sedated heavily for 3 days while 4 others
were grounded for 2 to 4 days and mildly scdated, Numerous - .
other pilots wers under close obscrvation because of symotoms of
combat fatigue, but were able to kzeo flying. Several of the
enlisted men were admitted with anxiety reacticn and others were
assigned to less dangerous jobs and mlidly sedated during the fourth
tour. '

b, CASUALTIES

The folldwing_casualties were suffered by the Air Group-
during this revorting period: » :

LTJG Francis Gene GERGEN, 496902/1315, USNR, VF-53,

While escerting flak damaged airecraft to frl =ndly field,
enteresd snow shorm suddenly at an altitude of about 500 ft.
‘Commenced 180° reversal, and went into steep bank and -
crashed into the sz2a in an 1nvbr+ed pesiticn. Killed on
<l February 1952. Y :

LTJG Francis S. JUTRA S, 305492/1;75, USN, YF- 5L,
‘Received strained back aftpr ditching an Xﬂ which was hlt
- by anti=- alrbrai* flre on 21 February 195@. :




| FLIGNT SUMMARY BY COMEAT SORTIRS |
S S . VC-61 | : AR A o o
o.°  SQUADRON : VF-51  F2HZ2P VF-172  VF-53 V(-3 VF-54  VC-11 = VC-35 TOTALS -
~ A/C TYPE : F9F-2  FOF-2P ¥ H-2  FLU-4LB FLU-5NL AD-4  AD-4W  AL-LNL. o s

, MONTH - :FEB MAR:PEE !4::)ub MAR:FEB MAR:FSB MAR:FEB MAR:FEB MiR:TEB MAR:FER MAR TOTAL -
O CAP . : K9 15 T L7 17: : 96 32 128 .
= RECCO  : 55 23: s 61 22: $116 45 161
PHOTO  : * Ti28 6 128 6 3k :
PHOTO .~ . | SR
ESCORT  : 12 2 : 16 4 | - _ 2280 6 34
U STRIas = 14 : 1169 32: :107 25: 2230 57 287 .
~ ASP s , + 17 L s 17 L 21. s
. ASP | S
: ESCORT . + 1 : 2 2 1 12 3: 17 b 2L
.« HECKL®R 1100 2: P12 222 b 26
s+ NGF : T2 : 2 o270 ey

(X

AUV
[ae]
.t

158 i it

\n
*e

\n
wt
(o)}

L& TOTAL  :130 LO: 28 6:124 431112

12 2:109 262 17 4: 2l
TOTALS | -

FOR COM- - | o ST S
BAT wmw. 170 3k r IR67.: 1Ly : FR WA 135 + 21 s 29 714 P
- NOTE: COMBAT P:RTOD COVEREL 23 FEB 1952 - 5 MiR 1952
o FEB COLUMN FOR PERICD 23 FEB - 29 .EB 1952
=8 MAR COLUMN FOR P'RIOD 1 MR - 5 4R 1952 ,
B 3§ 4
N .
| mmw,
n
!
u..f. ; \.
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: o  AVSRAGE COMBAT  AVERAGE CCMBAT.
SQUA-  TOTAL COMBAT HCURS  HOUR PFR PILOT SORTIE P3R PILOT
DRON : FEB ; MAR :TOTAL: FEB : MAR :TOTAL: FEB : MAR : TOTAL :
VF-51 : 201.0: 62,0:263.0¢ 11.1: 3.4 13.8: 6.7: 2.2t  &.9:
VF-172: 213,43 64.7:278,1: 10.7: 3.2: 13.9: 7.0t 2223 9.2:
VF-53 : 331,8: OL.7:426.5: 18,41 5.2: 23.6: 6,2: 1.8  8.0:
VF-54 : 313,L: 79.3:392.7: 13.1t 3.1: 16,2: L4.6:; 1,1 5.7:
VC-35 : 60.0: 12.7: 72.7: 12.0: 2.5: 1h.5: LJbt  1.0; 5.k
VC-3 36,6 6.0: 42.6: 12,7: 1.,5: 14,2: 3.3: .51 3.8:
VO-11 & Lh.1: 1h.8: 58,9: 8.2: 3.0: 11.8% 3.h: 1.0t Loh:
VC-61 & 22,3: 8.4 30,71 5.5¢ 2.1r 7.6 4.0 1.5 5.5%
TOTAL | |
AVER :1222.,6: 11,57 3403 14.5: 44,97 1.kt 6.3

s 34L2.6:1%65,21
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OPﬁR‘TIONS

The f1fth combat - oerlod For Carrler Air Grouo FIV
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in the

Korean operating area has just been completed.. The group flew 9
combat operating days during this period w1th a total of 544

offen31ve and 170 defensive missions.

Operatlng procedures of the Air Group have not cbangﬁd since.

the last report was submitted,

To summarize the Air Group operations for the combat ° ur
commencing 23 August 1951 until 5 March 1952 the followirg figures
are given: ’

Total Combat Operating Days 9L
Average Combat Sortie per o N
pilot for Air Group 66.8 S
Average Combat Flight Hour ' '
- ver proo pilot 178.4
Average Combat Flight Hour
per Jat pilot 116.4
Total Pilot Casualties 2L
Combat Casualties 13
Operational Casualties 5
Injured » b
PART VII: MAINTENANCE
A No comments.,
PnRT VIIT: MATERIAL s
A ;é;h No comments.r S /Wiw
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//l&:; / : o
"‘:i' ’7’..7"»" 3 ’-/ / %’, ?71'"‘/‘1 iy
11T, ™

' 1
J.aTRbM
Agting.;

Ay
L4
: ﬁf§5f{"




